








 

By LAURA CZEKAJ, SUN MEDIA 

The need to increase security after 9/11 has opened up many jobs in airport security and protection -- positions 
La Cite Collegiale is preparing its students to fill.  

The French-language college has teamed up with the Canadian Air Transport Security Authority to develop a 30-
week program, beginning in September, that will teach students about passenger screening, luggage inspection 
and methods to detect explosives and prohibited items.  

It will be the first of its kind in Canada.  

Part of the program will delve into various aspects of terrorism, as well as how to detect and identify a threat.  

College president Andree Lortie said the need for trained, bilingual airport security officials was identified by the 
college's advisory committee of employers.  

The college approached CATSA and together they developed the curriculum. Training is currently done by 
CATSA and certified by Transport Canada.  

"It's a sector in which they are hiring all the time and they are hiring people who are bilingual," said Lortie.  

The program is the first step in the right direction, said Jacques Duchesneau, president and CEO of CATSA.  

"We had to react quickly after 9/11 and we doubled and even tripled the number of hours we were giving our 
screeners," he said. "This new program goes way beyond techniques and technology in the sense that we will 
have a broader scope of what security is all about."  

Duchesneau said a screener's role is more than identifying obvious threats, but knowing the system as a whole 
and the best methods for ensuring everything is secure.  

"We need to be agile as an organization, and by being agile we need to adapt to this new reality. "Terrorists have 
changed the way they do attacks and we need to know that and evolve accordingly."  
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