


By JON WILLING, OTTAWA SUN

Armed with plastic guns, OPP officers joined a code red exercise yesterday at a Vankleek Hill high school to go 
over what to do if a gunman ever enters the building.  

Vankleek Hill Collegiate Institute went into lockdown early in the day and police arrived toting the fake guns.  

Preparing and staging such an elaborate dry run is a sign of the times, considering the deadly rampage at 
Montreal's Dawson College in September and other school shootings in the U.S. and Canada.  

'REAL SITUATION'  

"We wanted to make sure to have the police here to show us what we really needed in case of a real situation," 
vice-principal Bill Fielding said.  

It's the first time the school has practised a code red with police.  

Fielding, who once taught at Dawson College, said the roughly 20-minute exercise went off without a hitch 
yesterday.  

The school gave parents a heads-up about the mock scenario via notes in report cards last week.  

"All the students were informed about what to do," Fielding said.  

SURVEILLANCE

A code red is reserved for dangerous circumstances, including those involving an armed person.  

Ted Kennedy, a superintendent with the Upper Canada District School Board, said schools are encouraged to 
discuss their code red plans with local emergency services.  

The school, which has just over 500 students, installed digital video cameras this year. During yesterday's 
exercise, police kept an eye on the monitors to assess the deployment.  

During the exercise, students remained in their classrooms and gathered in an area of the room that can't be 
seen from the hallway or through the windows.  

Students were "very co-operative" during yesterday's run-through, Fielding said.  

Const. Paul Burroughs of the OPP's Hawkesbury detachment said police participate in the code red drills to 
make sure the emergency plans are working together smoothly.  

While students secure themselves in the classrooms, police are trained to "go where the threat is," Burroughs 
said.

A spokeswoman with the Ottawa-Carleton District School Board said some of its schools also practise code reds 
with similar police participation.  
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