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Éducation 

Une école d'Ottawa en tête

L'école primaire La Source d'Ottawa se démarque dans le classement annuel des 
établissements d'éducation de l'Ontario, publié dimanche par l'Institut Fraser. 

L'école du secteur Orléans a reçu une note parfaite de 10. Il s'agit de 
l'établissement qui a reçu le meilleur résultat dans la capitale. 

Les écoles Katimavik dans le secteur Kanata et Devonshire viennent ensuite avec 
des notes de 9,9 et 9,7. 

Comme au Québec, ce classement annuel de l'Institut Fraser est controversé. Certains intervenants du milieu 
scolaire mentionnent qu'il s'agit d'un outil efficace d'évaluation, d'autres croient plutôt qu'il est incomplet. 
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This week's poll

Do you think a formal 
investigation should be 
launched into the 
bribery allegations 
made by Terry Kilrea 

  

(Posted 4:30 p.m., Feb. 12) 

Orléans French Catholic 
school tops Fraser 
Institute list 
By Fred Sherwin 
Orléans Online 

In an age when the 
average attention span 
of most kids can be 
measured in seconds 
rather than minutes, 
the traditional form of 
education where a 
teacher stands at the 
front of class going 
through a lesson and 
the students sit at their 
desks taking it all in, is 
becoming increasingly 
outdated and generally 
ineffective. 

At La Source elementary 
school in Orléans each 
student works at their own 
pace and they're expected to 
evaluate their progress on a 
weekly basis. 

Students in Renée Comtois-Cazabon's 
kindergarten class as La Source elementary 
school in Orléans are allowed to work at 
their own pace and have a constant 
interaction with their teacher. Fred 
Sherwin/Photo 
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against Mayor Larry 
O'Brien? 

No the allegations 
are baseless and 
nothing more than 
sour grapes 

Yes, Kilrea swore 
an affidavit and 
passed a lie detector 
test and where there's 
smoke there's usually 
a fire 
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This week: 
Rob Jellett 

Click on image 
for more info 

 
Jean Marc 
Lalonde  

The process starts with the 
development of a contract 
between teacher and student at the beginning of each week. The contract 
is essentially a list of activities in the areas of reading, writing and math 
that are based on the provincially mandated curriculum. 

As the students do each activity they can check their work with their 
teacher at any time. If they get an answer or a task wrong, the teacher 
points out their mistake and they go back and redo it. Once one activity is 
completed they can move on to the next one. 

The system is designed to instill a sense of self-motivation and 
accomplishment in each child as they work their way through the 
curriculum. 

But to be successful, the system requires the full commitment of the 
students, teachers and most important of all -- the parents. At La Source 
they have all three in spades which is one of the reasons why the school 
received a perfect score on the Fraser Institute's latest report card on 
elementary schools in Ontario. In fact, it was the only school in Ottawa to 
receive a perfect 10 for the year 2005/06. 

Mélanie Courtemanche has been teaching at the school since it opened in 
2003. While a handful of the staff members at the school knew about the 
Fraser Institute report card on Friday. The information was embargoed 
until Saturday. News of the school's accomplishment spread quickly over 
the weekend and by Monday morning the staff room and the hallways 
were a buzz with the news. 

"Everyone is pretty excited about it," says Courtemanche. "It's a wonderful 
thing. I'm not pretending that were going to be perfect every year, but I 
know the system and I know it works." 

At La Source the day is divided into five periods, two of which are devoted 
to individual learning while the remaining three periods are done in a more 
traditional environment. Many things are done differently than most other 
schools. For instance, the students learn to write in cursive starting in 
kindergarten. They're also expected to write on the blackboard every day. 

Public speaking is also an important component of school life at La 
Source. Each student must give three oral presentation a week -- one 
while reading a text, a poem and a story based on a theme -- and they 
must give a presentation either oral, or performing an instrument, in front 
of the entire school at least once a year. 

Finally, parents are encouraged to spend time in the classroom working 
with their own child or one of the other students during the open classes. 

The level of parental involvement and the communal nature that exists in 
most French language schools in Orléans is one of the reasons why they 
continue to finish ahead of their English language counterparts. 

The board also takes their EQAO scores to heart. For instance, in the 
French public board, schools keep track of each student's progress and 
use the EQAO test scores in Grade 3 and Grade 6 to gauge how the 
students measure up. If they score below the provincial average, the 
teacher will sit down with the student and their parents and develop a 
strategy to bring them up to speed. 
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Posted Jan. 22 The six of top ranked schools in the east end are all part of the French 
Catholic School board and the fourth ranked school, Séraphin-Marion in 
Beacon Hill which scored an 8.6 is part of the French public board. 

The six French Catholic schools are La Source (10); L'Etolie-de-l'Est (9.3); 
des Pins (9.1); Des Voyageurs (8.4); Saint-Joseph-d'Orléans (8.3); and 
Arc-en-Ciel (7.9). 

The top English public board school was Orleans Wood which placed 
15th, while the top English Catholic board schools were Blessed Kateri 
Tekakwitha, Convent Glen Catholic and St. Clare. All three tied with 
Jeanne-Sauvé, which belongs to the French public board, in eighth place 
with a score of 7.8. 

The Fraser Institute report card is based on the provincially administered 
EQAO standardized-test results in reading, writing and math for Grades 3 
and 6 in 2005-2006. The Institute then analyses and assigns weighted 
values on nine different indicators and rates them from 1 to 10. 

The six main indicators are based on the school's average EQAO score in 
reading, writing and math in Grade 3 and 6. The overall score forms 50 
per cent of the final rating. The gender gap which is based on the 
difference in test scores between boys and girls and forms part of the 
EQAO report is another indicator. The narrower the gap the better the 
ranking. The Fraser Institute awards 10 per cent for each of the gaps in 
reading and math. 

The final indicator which is worth 30 per cent of a school's rating is based 
on the percentage of students who fail to make the provincial standard in 
the three test areas. 

The one area the Fraser Institute report fails to take into consideration is 
the social economic make up of the students at each school. For instance, 
schools that have a higher number of new Canadians, or students who 
come from low income families or single parent families, traditionally do 
poorer on the EQAO tests. The report card also doesn't take into account 
classroom sizes or teacher/student ratios. 

(This story was made possible thanks to the generous support of our local 
business partners.) 
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By LAURA CZEKAJ 

The Ottawa-Carleton District School Board decided last night to ask the provincial government to send in a team 
of advisers to help the board balance its budget.  

The board passed a motion, put forward by trustee Pam Fitz Gerald, to request that the minister of education and 
the board jointly establish a Special Assistance Team to make recommendations to avoid a projected $27.7-
million budget shortfall for the coming school year.  

A team was dispatched to assist the Toronto Catholic District School Board last September when it couldn't 
decide how to find the necessary cost savings. The result was a three-year plan for a balanced budget by 2008-
09.  

The OCDSB is faced with making major cuts to avoid a shortfall. Some of the items on the chopping block 
involve special education, teacher positions and transportation.  

'BIG PROBLEM'  

FitzGerald said last night other boards experiencing financial difficulty have resorted to special advisory teams 
from the ministry.  

"If we have such a big problem, and we do, it's better to bring them in now and get a certain degree of 
understanding about what our problems are so that the ministry and the board are on the same page."  

She said there is sometimes a misconception about how knowledgeable the province is about the financial 
situations faced by individual boards.  

FitzGerald said that in the long run the board cannot deny that it might have to make cuts, but said a number of 
steps can be taken throughout the process and by working with a team the board would be taking a proactive 
approach.  
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Board calls for budget aid 
Province's help sought 
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