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Virtual tour helps military families scout out schools

TINA PEPLINSKIE

Military families posted to CFB/ASU Petawawa now have a new tool to help make decisions about
their children's schooling before arriving in the community.

Last week, the Conseil des ecoles catholiques de langue française du Centre-Est (CECLFCE) officially
launched its virtual tours website, allowing visitors to watch videos, look at photos and take a tour of
classrooms and labs at the Centre scolaire catholique Jeanne-Lajoie.

It is the first site of this type in Ontario and was made possible by a $36,000 grant from Heritage
Canada, which covered all of the costs associated with the project. Work on the website began last
November.

Roxanne Deevey, director of communications for the CECLFCE, said it was a busy three months
gathering footage at the elementary and secondary schools and editing it for the site.

The elementary and secondary schools have individual tours on the website which created some
difficulties.

She said it is easier to set up virtual tours for two different schools because in this case there was
some overlap.

The virtual tour site is a pilot project which will be monitored. A focus group including parents,
students and community representatives will be formed to determine if it is worthwhile to establish
similar sites in other communities.

The board also has schools in Kingston and Trenton and depending on the outcome of the pilot would
consider setting up virtual tour sites in those communities it if it deemed to be warranted.

Major Michel Dion, base chaplain at CFB/ASU Petawawa was on hand for the launch to bring
greetings from base commander Lieutenant-Colonel Dave Rundle. He was also able to give first-hand
information about the effectiveness of a virtual tour as a member of the military who was posted
here in July. He has three sons who attend Jeanne-Lajoie.

As a young father with school-aged children, his top priority is locating a good school in the
community he is relocating. It becomes even more crucial as a francophone coming to a primarily
English speaking community.

"Resources like this are a lifeline," he said.

"When you are called to live in a place where your language is not the majority, faith and school are
pillars of maintaining our identity and cultural perspective."

This virtual tour site is targeting military personnel as CFB/ASU Petawawa is expecting 2,000 soldiers
to be posted there within the next five years.

Maj. Dion noted 10 per cent of military members are francophones with families which means there
could potentially be 200 francophones selecting schools in the next five years.

Aside from the virtual tour, the school board also received a $37,000 grant from Heritage Canada for
the creation of websites for its eight secondary schools and school for adults.

Lise Bourgeois, director of education for the French Catholic school board, was pleased to be a part
of the website launch.

She noted the sites will allow people to see what the schools have to offer through programs and
services.

They also have an interactive calendar that will list the daily activities in each school, including alerts
pertaining to bus cancellations in the event of bad weather.

To take a virtual tour of Jeanne-Lajoie visit http://jeanne-lajoie.ecolecatholique.ca and secondary
school websites can be accessed through http://ecolecatholique.ca/fr/Liste_des_ecole_53.html.

tpeplinskie@thedailyobserver.ca

Figure:

ON TOUR - Patrique Begin (left), a Grade 11 student at Centre scolaire catholique Jeanne-Lajoie, and
Grade 12 student Sophie Chartrand, take a virtual tour of the secondary school after the launch.
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