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January 11, 2007

Board eyes deep cuts
Trustees uneasy with spending proposals

By LAURA CZEKAJ, OTTAWA SUN

Major budget cuts proposed by Ottawa-Carleton District School Board staff in order to address a $27.7-million 
shortfall for the coming school year would hack away at special education, teacher positions and transportation. 

The suggested cuts are staggered over the course of two years, with $18.9 million in spending reductions in 
2007-2008 and nearly $8.8 million in 2008-2009. Essentially, staff are recommending the board file a deficit 
budget the first year as part of a multi-year recovery plan that would need approval from the Ontario Ministry of 
Education.

Board chairman Rob Campbell suspected that trustees will balk at passing the proposed cuts as a complete 
package.

"I, personally, would not be able to support this set of proposals as they stand," he said. "I think that it cuts too 
deeply into too many sensitive areas." 

'DISRUPTIONS'

However, Campbell noted that staff struggled to find the savings they did find, and sending them back to 
drawing board may not result in any changes. 

"The reductions in the magnitude we are talking about are going to cause disruptions to students, staff and 
schools," said Director of Education Lorne Rachlis. 

He stressed that the management plan is not a school board report and has not been adopted by the trustees. 

Although school boards are required to pass balanced budgets, the province has allowed the Toronto Catholic 
District School Board to approve a deficit with a multi-year plan to balance its budget. 

The ministry, however, has indicated there will be no new money for school boards for the 2007-2008 budget. 

Among the staff-proposed cuts are $11.57 million to instruction, which would impact overlay staff positions at the 
intermediate grades and result in reductions to the number of Multicultural Liaison Officers and English as a 
Second Language teaching staff. 

Potential cuts to special education would provide $9.59 million in savings and result in increased integration of 
special needs students in regular classrooms. 
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SPONSORSHIP SOUGHT 

The suggested cuts also affect transportation to the tune of $2.74 million and would include cutting noon-hour 
busing for kindergarten pupils -- a move that would save $2.2 million each year. 

Staff also recommend seeking potential sponsorship and partnership deals to generate revenue. 

While the extent of the cuts came as no surprise after the trials and tribulations faced by trustees and staff 
during last years budget talks, the reality of the situation hasn't made it any easier for parents or trustees to 
digest.

Trustee Pam FitzGerald was particularly taken aback by proposed cuts to special education and believes the 
province should take another look at the funding formula to address, among other things, the $36-million salary 
gap between what the board pays its teachers and the funding provided by the province for wages. 

---

TIGHT SQUEEZE 

Proposed reductions to the 2007-2008 public school board budget: 

- $9.79 million in instruction (non special education) for 2007-2008 and $1.78 million in 2008-2009. 

- $4.73 million in instruction (special education) for 2007-2008 and $4.86 million in 2008-2009. 

- $0.54 million in transportation for 2007-2008; $2.2 million in 2008-2009. 

- $1.35 million in facilities and $1.2 million in central administration for 2007-2008. 

- $.05 million in continuing education for 2007-2008. 
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