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January 23, 2007

Building for a future
Students' house construction project providing 
education from the ground up

By LAURA CZEKAJ, OTTAWA SUN

Students Kevin Heyerhoff, 17, left, 
and Jason Rousseau, 18, install 
an attic hatch in a house as part 
of the Construction Focus 
Program yesterday. (Blair Gable/
SUN)

It's a classroom with no heating, no windows, and bare bones to say the 
least.

In the freezing weather, the St. Joseph High School students wear the 
warmest outdoor gear, hard hats and work boots. Their education is 
being driven home with every nail they hammer and wood frame they 
erect as they build a Minto starter home on Taradale Cres. in Barrhaven 
from the foundation up under the watchful eye of their teacher Damien 
Brown-Graham.

"The benefit of this program is that I have the time to teach and explain 
why certain things are done a certain way," he said. "We have plenty of 
opportunity to re-do, so students are allowed to make mistakes, which is 
a very important part of learning." 

These students have learned from a variety of trades and have developed connections within the building 
community that may lead to jobs. 

MORE TRAINED WORKERS 

A Minto foreman Allan Rathwell has overseen the project from its beginning in October. The hope is that with 
more students learning the trades, Minto and other companies like it will benefit by having a larger pool of 
trained workers to draw from. 

The construction program is just one of several new Focus Programs offered by the Ottawa-Carleton Catholic 
School Board. The programs provide hands-on learning geared toward students who may not do well in a 
classroom setting. They are centred around a teacher who has a particular interest or skill and can develop the 
program.

Once the programs are established, students from that school or others within the board can participate. 

The province's efforts to keep kids from dropping out of school by requiring them to remain until age 18 or until 
graduation doesn't get to the root of why they want to leave in the first place. But by implementing programs that 
provide them with an educational experience, it keeps them interested in learning. 

The dozen students working on the house are all in either Grade 11 or 12 with the exception of Nicholas 
Rinaldo, 18, who had graduated and decided to stay on an extra semester specifically so he could take the 

file:///C|/Documents%20and%20Settings/ceclf/Mes%20do...e%20presse%20du%2023%20janvier%202007/pf-3431004.htm (1 of 2)2007-01-23 10:04:14



file:///C|/Documents%20and%20Settings/ceclf/Mes%20documents/Coupures%20de%20presse%20du%2023%20janvier%202007/pf-3431004.htm

program.

JOB OFFER 

His investment has paid off in the form of a job offer as a framer with a local company as soon as he finishes his 
semester. The other students are lining up summer jobs. 

"It's been a life changing experience, basically," said student Kevin Heyerhoff, 17. "It's something I can brag 
about."

The Grade 12 student wants to get into the trades to start, and then plans on starting his own custom home 
construction company. 

Focus programs are being run in schools throughout the board with intentions to expand them in the coming 
year.

Not all are in partnership with external agencies. 

At the Barrhaven house, the students will finish their work on Thursday. It's with a mix of emotions that the build 
is coming to an end. 

"Not many people can say they built a house," said Heyerhoff. 
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