
















By AEDAN HELMER, SUN MEDIA 

A decision by Notre Dame High School officials to ban cellphones from school property might set an important 
precedent, according to Michael Fitzpatrick, chairman of Notre Dame's Parents' Council.  

"It's absolutely a reasonable and prudent measure and it's the appropriate response," said Fitzpatrick, who has a 
son in Grade 9 at the west-end Catholic school.  

"It's a safety and security issue for the school and it's also a privacy issue. We don't want kids going into locker 
rooms and all of a sudden they find themselves exposed on YouTube -- literally and figuratively."  

The response from other parents has been very supportive of the school's decision, according to Fitzpatrick.  

The story, which appeared on the front page of yesterday's Sun, has caused "quite a stir," according to Notre 
Dame principal Andre Potvin.  

Potvin reinforced the educational focus of the revised policy, saying that students are sometimes not aware of 
the legal and ethical implications of their actions.  

'A REAL ISSUE'  

"The fact that technology is marching ahead much faster than we can keep up is evident here, because the 
ethical and social norms have not been established," explained Gitte Lindgaard, director of Carleton University's 
Human-Oriented Technology lab.  

"So kids are probably just doing this for the heck of it. But it can become a real issue."  

The Ottawa-Carleton Catholic School Board reserved comment yesterday, saying only that it was a "school-
based issue."  

"It's up to individual principals what is or what is not disruptive to a classroom environment," said board 
spokeswoman Mardi de Kemp.  

Sharlene Hunter, spokeswoman for the Ottawa-Carleton District School Board, spoke with her superintendent 
yesterday to discuss the public board's policy.  

It was decided that, for the time being, they would not follow Notre Dame's lead in extending the ban to all school 
property.  

"As it stands right now, our policy seems to be working," said Hunter. "We will not tolerate any phones being 
turned on in our classrooms. They will not interrupt instruction, but we have been advised by our principals that 
they have been speaking collaboratively on this issue with their school councils and they are still handling it 
school by school."  
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