




By CHINTA PUXLEY, THE CANADIAN PRESS 

Ontario students are having their services cut because the governing Liberals don't value the work of school 
support staff, teaching assistants and classroom aides told Education Minister Kathleen Wynne at a public high 
school union meeting yesterday.  

Some school secretaries, assistants and councillors chanted "Shame, shame" at Wynne after her speech and 
proposed boycotting her hospitality lunch at the Ontario Secondary School Teachers' Federation in Toronto.  

"It's hard not to feel almost invisible," one support worker told Wynne to a standing ovation.  

The teachers' union says school boards are stretched to the limit and have had to dig into their reserves to 
balance the books this year. In doing so, the union says many boards have cut support services to libraries and 
students with learning disabilities.  

The province is pouring money into schools but that money isn't going to the students who need it, said 
education assistant Ronnie Gerrard, who teaches in Simcoe.  

STUDENTS STRUGGLING  

Many students are struggling alone because there are only enough education assistants to help the most needy 
students, Gerrard said.  

Union members accused Wynne of being too focused on the coming election and ignoring developing problems 
in schools. She countered that the situation in Ontario classrooms is improving: Staffing and salaries are up, and 
student enrolment is down.  

"That's the reality, folks," Wynne said to jeers from the audience.  

The federation's new president, Ken Coran said. successful classrooms and students depend on an educational 
team, not just on teachers.  
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