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March 5, 2007

Grief for school losses
Mourners to protest educational cuts with funeral
tonight
By HOLLY LAKE, SUN MEDIA
Bereaved parents and students will hold a funeral tonight to grieve what's been lost in public education.
"Equity in public education has died," said Elaine Morgan, chairwoman of the Ottawa Carleton Assembly of
School Councils.
With so many programs, services and positions cut in this latest budget process to find the almost $28 million in
savings, Morgan said they're in mourning.
"I know that sounds quite dramatic but it's devastating. It's been depressing and it's upsetting."
POSITIONS AT RISK
After three nights of debate last week, trustees with the Ottawa Carleton District School Board had shaved
almost $6.2 million and 74 positions from their budget.
On the table are 215 full-time equivalent positions, including 132 teachers.
Among the proposed cuts are transportation to specialized programs, including the gifted program at Bell High
School and the nationally renowned arts program at Canterbury High School.
While all students in the board can apply and be accepted in the programs, if the cuts are made, students in the
city can use OC Transpo to get to school, many living in rural areas will have not have that option.
"If you live in Bells Corners and you can sing, you can go to Canterbury. But if you live in North Gower and can
sing, good luck," Morgan said.
FEELING BETRAYED
Organized with the Association for Bright Children, the funeral will take place 6 p.m this evening outside a
fundraiser for MPP Jim Watson at the Ukrainian Banquet Hall on Byron Ave., where Education Minister Kathleen
Wynne will be speaking.
Morgan said many of her colleagues in the parent volunteer school council community worked hard to get the
Liberals into power and are now feeling betrayed.
They recently held a demonstration outside Premier Dalton McGuinty's constituency office that drew hundreds
and Morgan said the funeral is another opportunity to let Queen's Park know they're upset.
"We want the government to live up to the promises they made last election," Morgan said of funding boards
properly and doing away with appointed board supervisors.
"Now schools are back under supervision and the funding formula is not fixed."
"It's still tied to enrolment, so it's tied to a declining enrolment."
Although parents would rather not be out in the streets, Morgan said they need to be heard.
"We grieve the loss of those necessary professionals. We're cut to the bare bone now."
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