


By MICHAEL HAMMOND, Special to Sun Media 

Two provincial appointees stepped in to help the beleaguered Ottawa-Carleton District School Board’s trustees 
find spending cuts last night amid growing anger over the province’s education funding formula.  

Still, trustees resisted cutting a number of special education programs and teaching positions, leaving the board 
with fewer options to find tens of millions of dollars in cuts. At last night’s meeting, trustees found roughly 
$700,000 in additional cuts, including nine more job cuts.  

So far, trustees have found $6.9 million in spending reductions, which will mean 83 lost jobs.  

The province appointed veteran education executives Brian Cain and Joan Green to help the board balance its 
books as it struggles to find nearly $28 million in savings over the next two years.  

While some applaud the province’s move, critics argue the appointments only illustrate the dire situation the 
school board faces to balance its books to comply with provincial law.  

"We’ve cut to the bone," said Elaine Morgan, chairwoman of the Ottawa Carleton Assembly of School Councils. 
"Some of these cuts, like those to overlay teachers, are increasing class sizes."  

More than 200 jobs remain on the chopping block, including 130 teaching positions, although trustees were 
reluctant to approve special education cuts last night. After several hours of debate, trustees were not much 
closer to achieving the overall reductions they need.  

The rising tension was evident even before the meeting, when board chairman Rob Campbell warned trustees 
not to ask "theatrical questions" during the debates.  

Trustees killed a proposal to eliminate 9.5 English as a Second Language teaching positions to begin the fourth 
night of budget debate.  

"I can see kids that will be severely affected by these cuts," said trustee John Shea, who had originally supported 
the plan.  

Trustee Alex Getty appeared frustrated by the stance of his colleagues. He urged the group to stop questioning 
every last detail of the proposed cuts suggested by school board staff.  

"It bothers me that we’re even dealing with these issues at the board level," he said. "I don’t know how anyone at 
this table can profess to know more than the professionals."  

Despite the urgent need to find savings, trustees still spoke against a number of proposed special education cuts 
that followed the ESL proposal, setting the tone for the meeting.  

A motion to close two language disabilities classes was soundly defeated after lengthy debate. Following that 
plan, trustees finally agreed to find some savings when they voted to cut four special support unit classes, the 
full-time equivalent of two teachers and two education assistants. The group then axed two high school special 
support unit classes -- three fewer than recommended.  

The board further approved the closure of a development delayed student class and two general learning 
program classes.  

Board officials said about 100 teachers leave the board each year due to retirement or transfers to other boards. 
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It is hoped that many of the axed positions will be covered by this attrition.  

NDP Education Critic Rosario Marchese panned the provincial intervention in the Ottawa board’s struggles 
yesterday, saying the province will make needy students pay for its education funding formula.  

"We’re going to pay these two individuals to make cuts to special education," he said. "These are going to affect 
the neediest of students."  

Marchese said it makes no sense to spend money on consultants when that money could fund the school board. 

"This shows that the government and the premier don’t have education close to their hearts," he said.  

Morgan said the province needs to adjust its formula, which funds school boards according to student 
enrollment. In theory, this formula makes sense, Morgan said. However, she stressed that the public school 
board has seen only a gradual decline in enrollment recently. The funding cuts, she added, have been 
disproportionate.  

"Since it’s a gradual process, it doesn’t suddenly translate into lost schools and principals," Morgan said.  

Although the province appears willing to give the public school board an extra year to find all these cuts, the 
board has yet to receive written confirmation.  
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