










By AEDAN HELMER, SPECIAL TO THE SUN 

Hold the phone: Administrators at Notre Dame Catholic High School in 
Ottawa's west end have banned the use of cellulars and other personal 
electronic devices (PEDs) on school property -- be it in class or out.  

The decision stems from an incident two weeks ago in which a student's 
cellphone camera captured footage of a teacher and some students in a 
school hallway.  

While the images were described by school administrators as not being 
"malicious" in nature, the school took issue after the clip was posted on 
YouTube without the teacher's consent.  

The clip has since been removed by the student who was not disciplined.  

While regulations are already in place in the Catholic school board which 
restrict the use of cellphones in the classroom, Notre Dame has taken its policy a step further.  

"What we are emphasizing now, to ensure the safety and security of all, is that they're not using (PEDs) on the 
school property," explained Principal Andre Potvin. "It disrupts the learning in the classroom, so they shouldn't be 
using these things."  

The Ontario Secondary School Teachers' Federation has received a number of complaints from teachers on the 
issue.  

"We have not called for an outright ban," said Rhonda Kimberley-Young, OSSTF president. "But we do think that 
schools and school boards should have clear rules and policies about the use of not just cellphones but other 
electronic devices as well."  

There are three main concerns, according to the OSSTF. The first is the distraction that such devices can cause 
in the classroom. The second major concern surrounds the privacy of an individual who may be recorded without 
consent. The third is the increased possibility of cheating.  

"It does certainly raise the potential for students to access information that they shouldn't," said Kimberley-
Young.  

Notre Dame's policy is the first in Ottawa to clearly define the parameters and rationale of the ban. According to 
the policy, all PEDs are to be kept out of sight and turned off while on school property.  

Violation of the policy will result in confiscation and possible disciplinary action.  

LEGAL ISSUE  

"At first, everyone was a little upset, there was a bit of an uproar," said Kayla Stroud, 17, co-president of Notre 
Dame's student council. "But no one was really aware of the legal and safety issues until the (YouTube) incident 
actually happened."  

Not every student agrees with the new policy.  

"I think it was a bit outrageous," said 17-year-old student Josh St. Louis. "When it comes to privacy, there are 
steps we can take, but I don't think it should be an outright ban."  
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By AEDAN HELMER, SPECIAL TO THE SUN 

There have been several recent incidents involving students using personal electronic devices, such as 
cellphones, in an abusive manner:  

* Yesterday, four teenage boys appeared in Brampton court, charged in a gang sexual assault on Feb. 25 of a 
16-year-old girl, which was recorded and photographed using a cellphone.  

* Two students were suspended from Sir Wilfrid Laurier Secondary School in Ottawa earlier this week when 
footage of a fight between the boys was viewed by over 1,000 people on YouTube.  

* In November 2006, a Gatineau school board banned cellphones and PEDs after two students secretly recorded 
a provoked outburst by their teacher and posted the video clip on YouTube.  
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By AEDAN HELMER, SPECIAL TO THE SUN 

Life was a beach for elementary students at Robert Hopkins Public School in Gloucester yesterday.  

Students and staff hosted an indoor beach party throughout the school, thumbing their noses at the sub-zero 
temperatures and blustery winds outside.  

"March Break is coming up and let's face it, most of the students are not going south this break," said teacher 
and event organizer Debbie Griffiths. "So we thought we'd bring the south to them."  

Principal Julie Miller said the event was also a great way to add some variety to the children's everyday 
curriculum.  

"There's also the health aspect and the emphasis on diet," said Miller. "In light of our need for daily physical 
activity and better eating habits, we thought we'd combine the two."  

The day's events began shortly after noon, when classrooms were transformed into bustling activity areas. 
Students rotated through activities such as Hula Hoop dancing, coconut bowling, and a game called the "Squishy 
Fish."  

After all the exercise, students were treated to a smorgasbord of tropical treats such as pineapple and bananas.  

Teachers, administration and staff joined in the party by donning their Hawaiian-pattern shirts, sandals and grass 
skirts.  

"It's a great event," said co-organizer Mike Adams. "The older kids get to be the role models for the younger kids, 
and the kindergarten kids get to know the older ones."  

CITY@OTT.SUNPUB.COM  
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By DONNA CASEY, SUN MEDIA 

The McGuinty government should allow schools to have an average class size on primary grades, not a hard cap 
of 20 students, says the chairman of Ottawa's public school board.  

A report released by People for Education found that only 54% of schools in Eastern Ontario are keeping their 
classes from junior kindergarten to Grade 3 at 20 students.  

Four years ago, the Liberals promised to cap primary grades by this September -- a deadline that school 
administrators say is not workable.  

"The government is committed to their priorities, however, a hard cap is a very difficult thing to implement. You 
just don't have the flexibility on the ground," said Rob Campbell.  

For the board -- which faces cuts to special education and teachers' positions as it tries to trim nearly $28 million 
from its budget -- meeting caps on class sizes isn't a top priority, said Campbell.  

SPLIT GRADES, PORTABLES  

"To meet an average when there's not a reasonable alternative, you'd at least have some leeway," said 
Campbell, who said the hard cap on class sizes leads to more split grades and pupils in portables.  

Public board officials did not have statistics available on the percentage of schools that are meeting the 20-
student cap, but two years ago only 39% of primary classes were meeting the mark.  

In Ottawa's Catholic schools, 66% of classes from kindergarten to Grade 3 have 20 students or fewer, said 
James McCracken, director of education at the Ottawa-Carleton District School Board.  

Going by straight numbers doesn't take into account the extra work that comes with teaching children with 
special needs, said McCracken.  

"The hard cap really doesn't give any decision-making to the principal of the school," said McCracken. "You 
could have a class of 16 students and it could be a real challenge to teach because of the exceptionalities and 
the learning challenges those students may have," he said, noting 99% of the primary classes have 23 students 
or fewer.  

The report found 53% of schools in the Greater Toronto Area are keeping their primary classes to 20, while 
schools in northern Ontario are better at meeting the target due to declining enrolment.  

DONNA.CASEY@OTT.SUNPUB.COM  
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Éducation 
Plus d'élèves que promis

Mise à jour le mercredi 7 mars 20
 
 
Le groupe People for Education soutient que les écoles de 
l'Ontario éprouvent des problèmes à mettre en application 
la promesse des libéraux de réduire la taille des classes. 
 
La moitié des écoles du Grand Toronto et de la région 
d'Ottawa ont de la difficulté à respecter l'engagement de 
limiter à 20 élèves les classes de la maternelle à la 
3e année. 
 
La situation est meilleure dans le Nord, où sept écoles sur 
10 respectent la limite, mais ce résultat est dû en partie à 
la diminution du nombre de nouveaux élèves. 
 
Malgré l'accomplissement partiel de la promesse électorale, People for Education f
gouvernement pour les efforts qui ont été faits. L'organisme dit constater une amé
réelle dans les écoles. 
 

La porte-parole Annie Kidder invite cependant Que
Park à réévaluer l'objectif de 20 élèves. Elle ne ve
voir en Ontario une situation semblable à celle de 
Californie, où une loi semblable a provoqué des ef
indésirables: les écoles y ont créé plus de classes,
dû embaucher des enseignants sans diplôme. Dan
d'autres cas, les programmes parascolaires, artist
sportifs ont été sabrés. 
 
Mme Kidder invite l'Ontario à donner plus de flexib
conseils scolaires. 
 

Annie Kidder (archives) 

Hyperliens

Class sizes in Ontario schools
Rapport de People for Education (document PDF en anglais) 
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