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'All we're asking for is a school'
By LAURA CZEKAJ, OTTAWA SUN
A parent who has for years been lobbying for the construction of a high school in South Nepean says the price
tag is well worth providing area students with a neighbourhood school.
"For us in Barrhaven, all we're asking is for a school," said Scott Towaij, school council co-chairman for Berrigan
Elementary School. "We're not asking for the sun and the moon and the stars. We just want a school for our
kids."
Towaij's nine-year-old daughter is currently attending Berrigan Elementary School. If a high school isn't built
soon, she'll become one of the many middle- and high-school aged children being bused to other schools.
But it's not the construction of Longfields-Davidson Heights Secondary School that has caused some parents
concern -- it's the draining of the Ottawa-Carleton District School Board's capital reserves to fund the project,
which was originally slated to cost about $34 million and has gone up to an estimated $45 million.
COST-ESTIMATE CUT
The school, with a 1,350-student capacity, will serve Grades 7 to 12.
The next cost-estimate brought before the school board in February is expected to be less as staff look for
savings.
But Towaij said the issue should be less about the money and more about the future of area children, and the
board's future revenues.
"It's an investment that needs to be made," he said.
If the board doesn't build the school in time for the 2008-09 school year, parents who've fought to keep their
children in the public board will be forced to send their kids to the Catholic schools in order to keep them in the
community, said Towaij.
"I've heard from so many parents that this is their last fight, that if this doesn't go through we're done, we're
jumping ship and going to the other board," he said.
A petition will be launched today at a 5:30 p.m. information session at Berrigan Elementary School, 199 Berrigan
Dr.
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Francophones worry about two
solitudes
By JORGE BARRERA, OTTAWA SUN
Some francophones outside Quebec worry that Prime Minister Stephen Harper's House of Commons
declaration that Quebecers form a nation could create two classes of francophones in the country.
Harper's move has left francophones outside of Quebec uncertain about the impact it could have on them.
"Does it create two classes of francophones, one within a nation within Canada and the others living
elsewhere?" asked Mariette Carrier-Fraser, president of l'assemble de la francophonie de l'Ontario.
"We know who we are, but does the federal government? I am not sure if it is a blind spot or a lack of
knowledge. Maybe the numbers are insignificant."
There are about 500,000 francophones living in Ontario.
Harper introduced a motion, supported by most Liberal and NDP MPs, in the House of Commons Wednesday
asserting that Quebecers form a nation within Canada. The move was meant to outflank a Bloc Quebecois
motion that called on Parliamentarians to recognize Quebecers as a nation. The chain of events was triggered
by the Quebec wing of the Liberal Party and leadership candidate Michael Ignatieff.
Harper's motion will likely be voted on Tuesday.
Ottawa Vanier Liberal MP Mauril Belanger praised Harper's motion and said it did not preclude other "nations"
from being recognized by Parliament.
RECOGNIZES HISTORY
"This (Harper's motion) is to recognize history. This is to recognize a distinct society. Nobody can deny that the
principal home of francophones is Quebec," said Belanger.
Nepean-Carleton Conservative MP Pierre Poilievre said the prime minister was defending Canada from the
separatist Bloc Quebecois.
"As someone who has francophone roots himself, I would tell members of the Franco-Ontario community that
this government and this Parliament values them as equal members of our national family," he said.
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