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November 30, 2006

Parents fight for school
By MEGAN GILLIS, OTTAWA SUN
Parents say they're racing against time to save a Mooney's Bay elementary school that's one of two facing
potential closure because of the declining number of children.
Parents from Bayview Public School will be at a public meeting at Brookfield High School tonight to argue the
public board is ignoring the spirit of new provincial guidelines for school closures introduced in October -- after
the local study was launched.
Bayview has been lauded for its French immersion program, high test scores and host of activities, parent Lynda
Colley argued. The school is also in a better state of repair than what trustees have been told, she said.
"It's been recognized as a real success story," she said. "If you're calling it a real success story, why is the board
considering closing it? A key priority of the McGuinty government has been to keep good schools open."
Bayview, Fielding Drive, General Vanier and R. Byrns Curry public schools are under the microscope with board
staff making recommendations Dec. 21.
Neither Fielding Drive nor is R. Byrns Curry, which is in good condition and the only school in the southern area
where two-thirds of students live, are considered to be good options for closure.
Board chairwoman Lynn Graham noted that trustees have already decided to push back a final decision and
scheduled an extra public meeting to give parents more time to be heard.
"All the options are open. Nothing has been predetermined."
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School faces privacy probe
By JORGE BARRERA
Ottawa Sun -- The Office of the Privacy Commissioner of Canada is investigating the Ottawa Montessori School
over its refusal to give parents internal records of their children, the Ottawa Sun has learned.
The school is under three separate privacy investigations, a school board member confirmed to the Sun.
The school recently emerged from a Children's Aid Society investigation that found evidence of inappropriate
discipline. The CAS reprimanded the school for failing to tell parents about several troubling incidents at the
school including the forced confinement of a very young child in a bathroom who was having trouble with
toileting.
The school said it would co-operate with the privacy investigations.
Board member Gavin McKenzie would not say what the complaints involved.
"I am not going to get into speculation as to the specific nature of the complaint or what information was tied to
that," said McKenzie, who has children in the school. "I received three letters inviting us to work with (the Privacy
Commissioner)."
INTERNAL RECORDS
One of the letters from the Privacy Commissioner obtained by the Sun reveals the nature of the probe.
"I have commenced an investigation under the Personal Information Protection & Electronic Documents Act that
Ottawa Montessori School failed to respond to your request for personal information related to yourself and your
(child)," wrote senior privacy investigator Garth Cookshaw in a Nov. 21 letter.
A parent, who requested anonymity, said the school refuses to release internal records of the child who is no
longer at the school.
"We wanted to see if they had any concerns about (the child's) development or learning and what kinds of notes
and records they kept on his progress at school," said the parent, whose child was the subject of one of the CAS'
investigations.
The CAS concluded the child had suffered from inappropriate discipline. The parent said the experience caused
the 3-year-old to stutter, wet the bed and cry for seemingly no reason before going to school.
The parent said she wants the school to reimburse the thousands of dollars paid in tuition. As many as six sets of
parents are poised to launch lawsuits against the school in the new year over what they claim is a breach of
contract.

file://C:\Documents and Settings\ceclf\Mes documents\coupures de presse du 30 novemb... 2006-11-30

