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Three more schools locked down after reports of
gunmen
Police warn of penalties for making false reports
Neco Cockburn
The Ottawa Citizen
Friday, October 12, 2007

Unsubstantiated reports of a gunman at three Ottawa high schools yesterday have
caused concern after a number of similar incidents occurred recently.
No injuries or evidence of suspicious activity were found yesterday after police cleared
Ridgemont High School, Rideau High School and Louis Riel Secondary School, which were
locked down during the noon hour.
One call regarding each school was received between about 12:25 p.m. and 12:50 p.m.
The caller hung up in each case, police said.
Students followed lockdown procedures and children at nearby elementary schools were
not allowed to go outside.
Yesterday's incident followed lockdowns at at least four schools over a week-long period.
The lockdowns were sparked by calls -- some from nearby payphones -- reporting people
with guns.
Although police continue to investigate the validity of each call, Const. Isabelle Lemieux
said fake reports can take police officers away from legitimate duties.
A person who makes a fake call could face mischief or nuisance charges.
"We're ready if it's legitimate, but if it's a hoax, it takes away from our regular duties,"
she said, adding that police will continue to treat such calls as real, especially in light of
other school shooting incidents.
"We're going to take every call seriously and we're going to give it an appropriate, quick
response," Const. Lemieux said.
That has been the case so far.
On Wednesday, a report of two men carrying guns at Hillcrest High School set off a police
search.
That followed an Oct. 4 incident in which Ridgemont, St. Patrick's High School and
Charles H. Hulse Public School -- neighbouring each other on Alta Vista Drive -- were
locked down and searched by police after two anonymous gun calls.
Sharlene Hunter, a spokeswoman with the Ottawa-Carleton District School Board, said
the board will be working with police "in hopes of developing some messaging for
students and the community at large" to indicate the dangers of prank calls.
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Such incidents can create anxiety for students, parents and the community, she said.
Ms. Hunter said that every recent incident has seen a "picture-perfect lockdown," with
protocol followed by students, teachers, administrators and police.
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