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Algonquin in talks to build waterfront Pembroke 
campus 
Officials consider transferring land to college for 'nominal 
fee' 

 
Monday, October 15, 2007 
 

Algonquin College is proposing to sell its aging Pembroke campus and build another one 
on prime property along the Ottawa River. 

The college is negotiating with the City of Pembroke for access to six hectares of 
waterfront land that would serve as the site of a new 68,000-square-foot campus. 

According to college documents, a new campus would "transform Pembroke's 
downtown" and turn Algonquin into "a centre of excellence for teaching and learning in 
rural Eastern Ontario." 

The plan is still in the early stages and few details have been worked out. But college 
documents indicate Pembroke officials are discussing the transfer of land to Algonquin 
for a "nominal fee." 

At the same time, the college is conducting environmental assessments on the property 
to determine its suitability for a new campus. It is also putting the finishing touches to a 
business plan that's expected to be completed by November. 

The college's existing campus is located on the fringes of downtown Pembroke, in a 
former dairy that's at least 70 years old. The proposed new campus would have a 
prominent home adjacent to a downtown park and boardwalk -- part of Pembroke's 
revitalized waterfront. 

Karen Davies, dean of Algonquin's Ottawa Valley campus, says the college needs more 
space to accommodate a growing student body. The campus currently has 800 full-time 
students and 900 continuing-education students. 

"We're at the end of the building's life expectancy," says Ms. Davies. "We have done 
everything that we possibly can within the existing structure." 

Ms. Davies says a new campus would allow the college to expand its existing programs 
in nursing, the skilled trades and outdoor adventure. It would also provide more space 
for the college to introduce new programs in hockey leadership, golf and ski operations 
and environmental studies. 

The proposed expansion would be the second major capital project for Algonquin, which 
is also seeking the Ontario government's help to finance a new $69-million building at 
its Woodroffe Avenue campus devoted to the construction trades. 

Ms. Davies says unlike in other rural communities, which have seen a mass exodus of 
young people, demand for a new campus is being driven by an influx of youth to the 
Pembroke area. 
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An expansion of the nearby Canadian Forces base at Petawawa has attracted more 
young people in search of education, and the college's four-year nursing program, 
offered in partnership with the University of Ottawa, is also bringing more young people 
to the area, says Ms. Davies. 

"They come for their training, firmly committed that they're going back at the end of the 
training, and then they never leave." 

Ms. Davies says the push for a new campus initially came from area businesses and 
individuals, but grew to include support from 14 of the 15 municipal councils that make 
up Renfrew County. 

"We didn't bring up the concept of a new campus, they did," says Ms. Davies. 

Since then, supporters have also expressed a commitment to raising $2.5 million to 
fund the construction of a new campus. 

Ms. Davies says the project is designed to be a public-private partnership, with the 
expectation that the Ontario government will also provide funding. 
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Algonquin wants three city hectares 
Woodroffe campus needs more land for $104-million 
expansion plans 

 
Monday, October 15, 2007 
 

Algonquin College will ask the city tomorrow for three hectares of land next to the OC 
Transpo Baseline Station to make room for an expansion of the college's Woodroffe 
Avenue campus. 

The college has been lobbying all three levels of government for help to create a new 
$69-million construction trades building. As the biggest part of a $104-million expansion 
project for the college, the new building would accommodate more students and replace 
aging facilities with a leading edge Centre for Construction Trades and Building Sciences 
that will emphasize "green" construction techniques. 

Last night, College Councillor Rick Chiarelli said the college is hoping to see some 
"tangible support" from the city, in the form of the land. 

The city owns 32 hectares of land next to the transit station in Centrepointe and Mr. 
Chiarelli said the new college facilities, which would have cafés and retail components on 
the ground floor, would be welcomed by the Centrepointe community. 

"This fits perfectly," he said. 

The school's request goes to the city's corporate services and economic development 
committee tomorrow. 

Mr. Chiarelli said that while it's clear the college wants to expand onto the west side of 
Woodroffe Avenue, it's still not certain whether the college would build the new 
construction trades building there or whether it would instead put that land to other use 
and build the construction trades building on the east side of Woodroffe. 

One possibility would be to use the city land west of Woodroffe for health sciences, which 
Mr. Chiarelli said would be a good fit with the seniors residences in Centrepointe. 

A key part of the project would be the building of a pedestrian overpass between the 
campus and the transitway station. Hundreds of students cross Woodroffe Avenue each 
day and there have been many potentially dangerous confrontations between 
pedestrians and vehicles on the busy artery. 

Mike Rushton, the school director of physical resources, said the college hopes the funds 
for the overpass will be part of the city's 2008 capital budget and that it would be built 
as soon as possible. 

Mr. Chiarelli said estimates vary greatly on the cost of the overpass: from $1.5 million to 
$5 million. He said the city could pay part, with contributions from the college and from 
the students association, which has already raised $300,000 for the overpass, he said. 
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The overpass is crucial, Mr. Chiarelli said, because it will increase the incentive for 
students to use transit. 

"We don't want to put those buildings in and then have people drive to them," he said. 

The college is asking the provincial and federal governments to help fund all facets of the 
project. It is also asking the city for its support in seeking the money. 

The 160,000-square-foot Algonquin College Centre for Construction Trades and Building 
Sciences will train students for the evolving demands of the construction and related 
industries. 

Mr. Rushton said he hopes to have the financing in place by the end of the year or early 
next year. 

Once funding is in place, he said, the building will take a year to design and two years to 
construct, making for a completion date in late 2010 or early 2011. 

Trades training is one of the major areas of growth for the college, but the school's 
facilities are stretched and many are outdated. As well, the limited space means some 
students seeking trades training have had to be turned away. 

The new centre would also allow the college to upgrade the training of immigrants to 
allow them to work in Canada. 

In all, the centre would offer training to about 2,600 students who cannot be 
accommodated in the current facilities. 

Mr. Rushton said the new facility, which would include architectural, engineering, project 
management and construction trades programs, would also serve as a demonstration lab 
for construction methodologies and technologies. 
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