




 

 

 

Le jeudi 25 oct 2007 

Francisation des immigrants: les faits 
Laura-Julie Perreault 
La Presse 

Le controversé projet de loi sur l'identité proposé par Pauline Marois remet en 
cause les progrès de la francisation auprès des nouveaux arrivants au Québec. 
Cependant, les plus récentes statistiques, elles, suggèrent que la langue de 
Gilles Vigneault n'a jamais été aussi parlée par les nouveaux gens du pays. 

> L'an dernier, 57% des 44 000 immigrants sélectionnés pouvaient s'exprimer en 
français avant d'atterrir dans leur nouvelle société d'accueil. En 1997, seulement 35% 
des immigrants connaissaient déjà le français à leur arrivée au Québec. Ces chiffres 
étaient comparables au début des années 80. Entre 1980 et 1984, 38% des nouveaux 
venus connaissaient le français ou étaient bilingues. 
 
Ce changement s'explique notamment par le fait que depuis 1996, la grille de sélection 
des immigrants du ministère de l'Immigration du Québec accorde plus d'importance à 
la connaissance préalable du français. 
 
> Les plus récentes statistiques de Statistique Canada indiquent qu'en 2001, 74% des 
nouveaux arrivants allophones pouvaient converser en français. Avant l'adoption de la 
loi 101 en 1977, ce pourcentage était de 47%. De nouvelles statistiques, issues du 
recensement de 2006, seront disponibles en décembre. 
 
> En 2006-2007, 9748 néo-Québécois, établis depuis moins de cinq ans, ont suivi des 
cours de francisation à temps plein. Ces cours, donnés dans les universités, les cégeps, 
les commissions scolaires et les organismes communautaires, durent 33 semaines, à 
raison de 30 heures par semaine. Les immigrants qui s'y inscrivent reçoivent une 
allocation de 105$ par semaine. En 2000-2001, 6845 personnes étaient inscrites à ces 
mêmes cours. En 2003-2004, ils étaient 10 334, un record. 
 
> En 2006-2007, 10 398 personnes ont suivi des cours de francisation à temps partiel. 
En 2000-2001, ils étaient 7288. 
 
> Le ministère de l'Immigration et des Communautés culturelles consacre plus de 50 
millions à la francisation chaque année. 
 
> Plusieurs experts déplorent cependant le manque de suivi des néo-Québécois après 
la fin des cours de francisation. 
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La religion n'est pas une affaire privée, croit Mgr 
Veillette 
Louise Plante 
Le Nouvelliste 
Trois-Rivières 

C'est à titre privé que l'évêque de Trois-Rivières et président de l'Assemblée 
des évêques du Québec, Mgr Martin Veillette, s'est adressé à la commission 
Bouchard-Taylor, hier. 

D'entrée de jeu, l'évêque s'est dit en faveur d'une laïcité ouverte au plan ecclésiastique 
et personnel. Selon lui, il ne faut pas remettre en question la séparation de l'Église et 
de l'État. «C'est très bien comme ça, a-t-il insisté. La montée de la laïcité fut salutaire 
pour la religion catholique elle-même. Cela a épuré notre foi. Nous avons retrouvé 
depuis nos racines profondes.» 
 
Cette question étant bien éclaircie, Mgr Veillette s'est ensuite attaqué à une idée qu'il 
entend souvent répéter ces temps-ci et qui l'agace, soit que «la religion est une affaire 
privée.» 
 
«Cette expression revient tout le temps dans les conversations et on finit par croire 
qu'elle est vraie. J'essaie de comprendre ce que cela veut dire. Peut-être que ce serait 
plus juste de dire que la religion est un choix personnel. Mais ce n'est pas privé.» 
 
Selon l'évêque, une personne qui accueille librement des croyances dans sa vie ne peut 
faire autrement que de se tourner vers les autres dans la mise en oeuvre de sa foi. 
 
L'évêque de Trois-Rivières a aussi rappelé qu'une église est avant tout un lieu public 
ouvert à tous. «Si je dis mon chapelet dans ma chambre ou dans la nature, c'est privé. 
Mais prétendre que la religion ne peut s'exprimer que comme cela, c'est réduire ce que 
la foi bien comprise d'un chrétien peut apporter à la société.» 
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Ottawa man sought in 1980 Paris bombing: report 
Professor tells paper French authorities have mistaken him 
for someone else 

 
Thursday, October 25, 2007 
 

An Ottawa university instructor French authorities want to question has denied 
involvement in the infamous terror bombing of a Paris synagogue in 1980, France's Le 
Figaro reported yesterday. 

Justice officials in France want to speak with Hassan Diab, a part-time sociology 
professor at the University of Ottawa and Carleton University, about the Oct. 3, 1980, 
bombing of the Copernic Road synagogue, according to the newspaper. 

High explosives planted in the saddlebags of a parked motorcycle outside the central 
Paris synagogue killed three Frenchmen, a young Israeli woman and injured scores of 
others. Hundreds of worshippers gathered inside the synagogue for a Sabbath service 
were to emerge minutes later. The Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine-Special 
Operations was blamed. 

As one of the first contemporary terrorist strikes on a synagogue outside the Middle 
East, the blast trigged the fortification of Jewish community sites across Europe and 
North America. 

In an interview with Le Figaro published yesterday, Mr. Diab, 53, denied any 
involvement and said police are confusing him with someone with the same name. 

"I was never part of a Palestinian organization. I was never a political militant," Le 
Figaro quoted him as telling one of its reporters Monday. 

The newspaper said he told them his last name is very common in Lebanon and other 
Arab countries -- there were at least four professors with the same name at the 
university in Beirut when he worked there, he said -- and cases of mistaken identity 
have affected his travels in Canada. 

In a transcript of an interview on Le Figaro's website, Mr. Diab said he obtained his 
Canadian citizenship in the 1990s and would answer questions "if it happens as part of a 
judicial procedure of some kind." 

"(That is) how it should happen in a democratic country, or that is supposed to be, like 
Canada," Mr. Diab is quoted as saying. 

"Since Sept. 11, 2001, we know files are created on nothing, particularly if you are a 
member of a minority, and that innocent people will admit to anything if they are put 
under pressure." 

Spokesmen for the RCMP and the Embassy of France would not comment on the case 
yesterday. Embassy official Jean-Christophe Fleury said any public comment could 
jeopardize the investigation. Mr. Diab could not be reached for comment. 

 

Ian MacLeod

The Ottawa Citizen
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He was hired in August to teach social psychology and social ecology at the University of 
Ottawa. He teaches another sociology class, on race and ethnicity, at Carleton. 

"He comes with a lot of experience," said Leslie Laczko, chair of the department of 
sociology and anthropology at the University of Ottawa. His credentials include a PhD 
from Syracuse University in New York state and an assistant professorship at the 
American University of Beirut. He earned his bachelor of arts in his native Lebanon in 
1982 and, in 1999, authored Beirut: Reviving Lebanon's Past, about the history of the 
country's capital city. 

He reportedly arrived in Ottawa about a year ago, after living for several years in 
Winnipeg. 

Mr. Laczko said the school knows nothing of the Paris police investigation and has no 
plan to stop Mr. Diab from teaching. 

"I think we should give him the benefit of the doubt." 

According to Le Figaro, Canadian authorities, via the international police agency 
Interpol, provided Mr. Diab's name and address in response to a recent French request 
for help with the case after German intelligence officials acquired an old membership list 
of Palestinian extremist group. French officials are reportedly working with authorities in 
the United States to find out more about Mr. Diab's time living there. 

They also are said to be in possession of hotel bills and traces of blood found in a rental 
car believed to have been used by the 1980 bomber or bombers. 

After the blast, police issued a composite sketch of a young man with a moustache who 
had parked the motorcycle in front of the synagogue. They also traced two fake Cypriot 
passports the man was believed to have used. 

The main Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine, blacklisted by the Canadian 
government as a terrorist group since 2003, is described as a secular Palestinian group 
purportedly guided by a Marxist interpretation and responsible for the 1968 hijacking of 
an El Al flight en route from Rome to Tel Aviv and car and suicide bombings in Israel. 

A TRANSLATION OF LE FIGARO'S INTERVIEW WITH HASSAN DIAB 

Le Figaro: Did you know French authorities believe you played a role in the bomb attack 
on the rue Copernic? 

Hassan Diab: I wasn't aware of anything. I am a victim of mistaken identity not based 
on anything. My last name is very common in Lebanon and in other Arabic countries; 
when I worked at the American University in Beirut, there were no less than four of us 
called Diab, and it was very common for one of my colleagues to receive a cheque 
intended for me. Because of such mistaken identities my travel in Canada was often 
affected. Notably, I was detained in several airports, though eventually let go. They 
explained at the time I had been mistaken for a rascal or an illegal immigrant. The 
majority of the time, they didn't even ask me any questions. I am really tired of this 
attitude and I have told authorities that if you want to look for something, do it openly. 

Figaro: This is how you explain your name being on several documents of the Popular 
Front of the Liberation of Palestine-Special Operations, showing you to be part of the 
bomb attack. 

Diab: I do not see any other explanation. I have never belonged to any Palestinian 
organization, nor have I been militant politically. I was born in Beirut in 1953, where I 
studied sociology and did nothing but study. I left Lebanon for the United States in the 
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1980s, because I had had enough of war and violence. I received my doctorate in 
sociology at Syracuse University in the state of New York. They never asked me any 
questions in the United States -- where I went two months ago to visit some friends -- 
nor in Canada when I asked and obtained my citizenship in the 1990s. 

Figaro: What would your reaction be to questions from French authorities? 

Diab: I will answer questions if it happens as part of a judicial procedure of some kind, 
which is how it should happen in a democratic country, or that is supposed to be, like 
Canada. Since Sept. 11, 2001, we know files are created on nothing, particularly if you 
are a member of a minority, and that innocent people will admit to anything if they are 
put under pressure. 

-- from www.lefigaro.fr 

© The Ottawa Citizen 2007 
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Newcomers must learn French, lobby says 
Gatineau group won't back immigration rise without 
guarantees 

 
Thursday, October 25, 2007 
 

The Gatineau French-language lobby group Impératif français has demanded that the 
Quebec government drop plans to increase immigration -- unless it can guarantee that 
newcomers will learn French. 

Group president Jean-Paul Perreault said yesterday the future of French will be 
threatened unless the ministry of immigration and cultural communities requires 
immigrants to learn the language within three years of their arrival. 

Mr. Perreault said Immigration Minister Yolande James has suggested increasing the 
number of immigrants Quebec accepts to 55,000 a year from 45,000, a jump of 22 per 
cent. 

Mr. Perreault said Ms. James has not responded to his demand for immigration limits. 

He said too many immigrants who speak neither official language when they arrive are 
joining Quebec's English-speaking community, threatening the status of French in the 
province. 

Statistics Canada data show that the country as a whole, including Quebec, has gained 
2.5 million people since 2001, but Quebec has lost 250,000 francophones in the same 
period. 

"We have demanded that the government insure that newcomers learn French within a 
reasonable period and increase the number of immigrants who have a knowledge of 
French as their native or second language when they arrive," Mr. Perreault said. 

"Quebec is a pluralistic, open society, but because of the fragility of French in North 
America, we told the government it must develop a plan that will guarantee that 
immigrants who choose to live here will learn French within three years." 

Mr. Perreault said 55 per cent of immigrants in Montreal who arrive speaking neither 
official language choose to join the English-speaking community, proving that current 
immigration regulations are a threat to the French language. 

Mr. Perreault said the decline in the number of francophones in Quebec is due to the 
lack of government leadership to prevent assimilation. 

Mr. Perreault said anglophones are only 8.3 per cent of the Quebec population, but the 
prestige of English is so great in North America that a majority of immigrants to 
Quebec choose to learn English over French. 

"In spite of the French language charter and all the efforts to promote French in 
Quebec, the position of French in Canada has declined," Mr. Perreault said. "The 
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minister wants to increase the immigration quota by 22 per cent, but has said nothing 
new about integrating immigrants into Quebec society." 

The Quebec immigration ministry says 90 per cent of those who have participated in 
public meetings on immigration in Quebec City favour an increase in immigration over 
the next three years. The public consultation continues until Oct. 30. 

Ministry spokesman Claude Fradette said the government has proposed five options 
ranging from 40,000 to 60,000 immigrants a year. The minister will announce future 
immigration levels in November. 

Mr. Fradette said immigrants can take French classes and are shown how to look for 
work. Between 1996 and 2005, 700 to 1,000 immigrants a year have settled in 
Gatineau. 

© The Ottawa Citizen 2007 
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Safety meeting draws sparse Carleton crowd 
Discussion was 'lively and informative' 

 
Thursday, October 25, 2007 
 

A town-hall meeting on campus safety drew roughly 60 people at Carleton University 
yesterday -- far from filling the seats in a cavernous lounge and a number the student 
association president said could have been higher. 

The meeting, attended mainly by students and staff, came nearly two months after a 
high-profile sexual assault, and drew concerns ranging from the reliability of safety 
phones to the causes of sexual assaults. 

"I think it could've been better attended, but it is right in the middle of mid-terms," 
said Shelley Melanson, president of the Carleton University Students' Association, 
which represents more than 20,000 students. 

"I thought the discussion was really lively and very informative," she said, adding 
another meeting is planned in a month. "A lot of people felt they didn't know enough 
about sexual assaults ... what causes it, who causes it," she said. 

"There was definitely an element of fear," she said, adding, "I don't know if it's any 
different than the fear that you would have ... walking down the street all the time." 

Carleton associate vice-president Suzanne Blanchard, who attended the meeting, said 
even "if the numbers were not representative for the total population that we have," 
the information she received will be invaluable when the university administration 
reviews the overall campus security strategy. 

Chelsea Dunn, a third-year mass communications student at the meeting, said "a lot 
has to be done" to shore up campus security and to develop a sense among students 
that something is being done. 

"I feel like what's already been done hasn't been communicated to students, so 
whatever steps have been taken, we have not been adequately made aware." 

She said that following the Sept. 1 sexual assault of a student in a chemistry lab during 
a campus services strike, she worried about walking in the underground tunnels. Also, 
as a "foot patrol" volunteer who escorts students around campus, she said she noticed 
some emergency phones and buttons didn't always work. 

Other students at the meeting expressed concern about unlocked doors to classrooms 
and laboratories and about fearmongering. 

"A lot of people talked about the sort of fearmongering that went on after the assault 
on campus, and I'm not referring necessarily just to the university, but a lot of what 
was said in the coverage of the press," Ms. Melanson said. "A lot of people talked about 
the image of the perpetrator and how it looked like anybody ... that it didn't make 
anyone feel more safe." 
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Ms. Melanson said the students association is considering opening an on-campus sexual 
assault centre. On Tuesday, Jane Doe, a Toronto-based writer and teacher who 
successfully sued Toronto police after being raped by the "balcony rapist," told a 
packed hall of 400 students that Carleton and other universities need a dedicated 
sexual assault centre. 

"One student said something I thought was really fascinating," said Ms. Melanson. "She 
said, 'Nobody other than my mom asked me how (the Sept. 1 assault) made me feel.' 
If we had a sexual assault centre, that's a place where people can go and have a 
dialogue." 

Yesterday's meeting also drew a woman who said she was raped by a Carleton 
University student four years ago after she was given date-rape drugs. 

The woman, who asked not to be identified, said there has been too much emphasis on 
blaming the victim, "the woman who was dressed wrong, the woman who was drinking. 
I think the focus should be on the man who committed rape." 

The Sept. 1 attack has prompted the university to undertake a campus safety audit. 
Police released a sketch of the suspect in the case, and some students said it made 
them feel more scared, Ms. Melanson said. 

© The Ottawa Citizen 2007 
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By LAURA CZEKAJ 

Students in the public school board were sent home on Monday with a letter to their parents about the recent 
spate of phony 911 calls.  

The school board has received numerous phone calls from parents of high school students saying they've been 
left in the dark about how the board is dealing with the prank calls because their child didn't deliver the letter.  

"I have spoken to over a dozen parents, and the calls at the board office are starting to increase," said 
spokeswoman Sharlene Hunter.  

The letter, signed by education director Lorne Rachlis, states that the board and police are continuing to take 
these reports of school shooters or bomb threats seriously and that staff and student safety is the foremost 
priority.  

INFO POSTED ON WEB  

If there was a real emergency at a school, information will be regularly posted at the board website, 
www.ocdsb.ca, and at the Ottawa police website, www.ottawapolice.ca. Schools would use their directory of 
contact numbers to contact parents.  

"Police investigators have ... found that students are sometimes reluctant to come forward with information for 
fear of retribution," Rachlis wrote in the letter.  

"Students need to be reassured that they should feel comfortable in approaching a school staff member, police 
or their parents if they have any information."  

Four more hoax calls came in yesterday at Hillcrest High School, Gloucester High School and Ottawa Technical 
School.  

A second call at Hillcrest came in as cops were already at the school investigating the first one, police said.  

Hunter said the intent of the letter was to not only inform parents about the prank calls and lockdown measures 
taken by the board, but also to encourage them to speak to their children about the seriousness of tying up 
emergency resources.  

"The reality is that criminal charges are going to be laid," said Hunter. "If someone is having a heart attack and all 
of the ambulances are sitting outside multiple schools ... there could be a death. That's not funny."  
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By LAURA CZEKAJ, SUN MEDIA 

A part-time sociology professor at the University of Ottawa is claiming to be the victim of mistaken identity after 
French police indicated he was under investigation in connection with a Paris synagogue bombing 27 years ago. 

Hassan Diab told Le Figaro, a French daily newspaper, that he has never been a member of a Palestinian 
organization or a political militant.  

A sketch released by French police of the suspect in the Oct. 3, 1980, bombing that killed four people and left 
others injured is said by police to bear a resemblance to Diab. The explosives were hidden in saddlebags 
attached to a parked motorcycle.  

SAME LAST NAME  

Diab is a joint Canadian and Lebanese citizen who was born in Beirut in 1953. He told the French newspaper 
that his name is quite common and that it's not the first time he has been confused with someone else. He said 
during his employment at the American University of Beirut there were four other people with the same last 
name.  

Diab currently teaches two sociology courses at the University of Ottawa. He did not return calls or e-mails 
yesterday.  

Francois Houle, dean of social services at the University of Ottawa, didn't know Diab, who was was hired by the 
department to teach classes this semester.  

Since they are only allegations against Diab and not confirmed facts, the university plans no action, a university 
spokeswoman said.  

The Canadian Press reported that both the RCMP and CSIS were caught off guard by the French police 
investigation of a Canadian national.  

 

  
October 25, 2007 

Prof eyed in '80s blast 

Page 1 sur 1

2007-10-25http://www.ottawasun.com/News/OttawaAndRegion/2007/10/25/pf-4603270.html



 

By CHINTA PUXLEY, CP 

TORONTO -- The contentious issue of funding religious schools that many believe cost the Progressive 
Conservatives the Oct. 10 election was declared "dead as a doornail" yesterday after party Leader John Tory 
abandoned the policy and suggested he will stay on to fight the 2011 election.  

Tory emerged from his first caucus meeting since the provincial contest in which his party lost to the Liberals and 
Tory failed to win a seat, saying he is ready to move beyond the proposal to publicly fund religious schools -- a 
policy he had routinely called a "matter of principle."  

"The only point of principle that stands (other) than one you might put forward in an election campaign is the 
voice of the people," said Tory. "When they ultimately indicate as decisively as they did that they reject the point 
that I put forward ... then you have to respect their will. This is an issue where people have rendered their verdict. 
They have said 'No.' "  

That was what many caucus members wanted to hear after what some felt was a disastrous and poorly run 
election campaign. Tory now has the "unanimous" support of his caucus going forward to the 2011 election, 
members said.  

'PEOPLE HAVE SPOKEN'  

"It's dead as a door nail," said party veteran Norm Sterling, adding he is happy with the shift in policy. "The 
people have spoken and we've listened."  

But some said the party has more work to do beyond distancing itself from funding religious schools. 
Conservative Tim Hudak said the party lost support in the October election compared to its trouncing in 2003.  

"An election defeat of this nature isn't one policy alone," said Hudak, adding the party has to look at policy, 
grassroots organization and tactics in the legislature.  

"We owe it to voters and Conservative party supporters to be honest about the results. It wasn't like the Liberals 
slipped in a puck at the end of the game. It was close to a blow-up. We need to turn that around and learn those 
lessons and get ready for 2011."  

Tory said he still needs time to consider his future as leader and consult with party members, but added that he's 
"inclined to stay."  

Tory said he will decide as early as next week whether to remain at the helm.  
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