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October 26, 2006 

Trustees' concerns on money
New public school board members will face cash 
crunch as soon as they take office

By MEGAN GILLIS, OTTAWA SUN

Start digging.

The new crop of public school board trustees will have to get right to work with a 2007-08 budget already as 
much as $30 million in the hole.

A list of potential cuts were unveiled this week as staff warned trustees they'll have to live within their means after 
tapping out reserves to balance this year's budget. Teachers, busing, special education and administration could 
be chopped.

"It's a horrible year," said Rob Campbell, an IT consultant and father of three who was acclaimed to represent 
Zone 9.

"We'll either have to convince the minister to give us more money while they look at the funding formula, the 
board will have to pass a deficit and pay later or we'll have to have bloody-minded cuts for kids.

"I wish the trustees had a year to get their feet wet. We're all striding out into the tempest the first week we take 
office."

Next year's trustees have nothing left to offset shortfalls in base funding, fewer students, rising wages and 
inflation.

Proposed cuts include $2 million to administration and $4 million from busing, perhaps with all-day kindergarten 
and an end to busing to programs such as an arts high school.

The biggest proposed cut is $14 million to the biggest budget line -- teachers' salaries -- by taking a hard look at 
programs, including multiple streams of French immersion.

The second biggest is $5 million out of special education, which is the subject of a report expected to be released 
next month.

SKEPTICAL OF PROMISE

Pam FitzGerald, former chairwoman of the Ottawa-Carleton Assembly of School Councils and a candidate in 
Zone 5, wonders how any child will learn if more kids with special needs are thrown into regular classrooms 
without the support.

The board has to launch a campaign to make parents aware of what's happening ahead of a provincial election, 
she argued. Boards across Ontario are in the same fix.

FitzGerald is skeptical of Education Minister Kathleen Wynne's promise Tuesday that she'll change the way 
boards are funded by the time boards draw up their next budgets.

"She's also said they've already fixed the funding formula," FitzGerald said. "They've been giving us flags to stick 
on the top of our sandcastle when it's being washed away."

Cathy Curry, who was acclaimed to represent a Kanata zone, says the board needs to look at what other boards, 
including the local Catholic board, are doing that works.

"Why can they balance their budgets?" asked the mother of four and high school teacher.

"It's not just a matter of asking the province for more money. We need to look at what we're doing and how we 
can do it better."
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