








By DONNA CASEY, SUN MEDIA 

The new head of Ottawa's Catholic archdiocese is a scholar with a hands-on approach to leading followers on a 
grassroots level, according to colleagues and friends.  

Yesterday, Pope Benedict XVI named Archbishop Terrence Prendergast as the new spiritual leader of Ottawa's 
400,000 Catholics. Prendergast, 63, will take over from Archbishop Marcel Gervais, who announced his 
retirement last fall.  

Prendergast will leave his current post as the archbishop of Halifax and apostolic administrator of the diocese of 
Yarmouth, N.S.  

"We're not getting a scholar with a hands-off or distant personality. He's one who wants to be in the grassroots 
working," said Mark McGowan, principal of St. Michael's College at the University of Toronto and a renowned 
local church historian.  

'GOOD LISTENER'  

"He's a good listener and a practical man with a careful eye to detail and I think that's the scholar in him," said 
McGowan, who's known Prendergast for decades.  

Prendergast was in Ottawa yesterday for meetings with Gervais, who is required by the church's canon law to 
retire at age 75.  

It's expected Prendergast will take over from Gervais, who has been Ottawa's archbishop since 1989, sometime 
this summer.  

In a written statement released yesterday by the Ottawa archdiocese, Prendergast called the Pope's nomination 
"exciting and frightening at the same time," adding that he looked forward to meeting members of the Ottawa 
diocese "whether they speak French, English or another language."  

The Montreal native was ordained as a Jesuit in 1972. In 1995, Pope John Paul II named Prendergast auxiliary 
bishop of Toronto.  

Four years later, he was appointed archbishop of Halifax, and in 2002 also became apostolic administrator of the 
diocese of Yarmouth.  

The appointment of the fluently bilingual biblical scholar is also significant since it's the first time a non-
francophone has been named bishop in the archdiocese's 159-year history.  

DEFENDING SCHOOLS  

"In a diocese that historically has been so split between anglophone and francophone, it shows how far the 
church in Ottawa has come," said McGowan, adding Prendergast will need to defend publicly funded Catholic 
schools, which have come under attack recently by local public school trustees.  

The new archbishop will also face the dilemma of parishes with declining attendance and revenue.  

Earlier this year, local parishioners lost their fight against the archdiocese's plan to close St. Brigid's Church 
downtown.  
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Prendergast has made similar decisions in Halifax, including the amalgamation of several parishes.  

Viewed as a conservative on social and ethical issues, Prendergast's training as a Jesuit has given him "a strong 
intellectual bent," said William Sweet, the co-ordinator of Catholic studies at St. Francis Xavier University in 
Antigonish, N.S.  

"He's very straightforward. No one will have to worry about not knowing what's on his agenda," said Sweet.  
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