


















By DONNA CASEY, SUN MEDIA 

Bestsellers like God is Not Great and The God Delusion have made faith 
a four-letter word, but Ottawa's newly named Catholic archbishop says 
organized religion should have a say in important social and moral issues.  

In his first public remarks since his appointment by Pope Benedict XVI on 
Monday, Archbishop Terrence Prendergast told reporters he'll fight the 
prevailing view that religious leaders should stick to their sermons.  

"I think we want the best of everybody. I'm not agreeing with people like 
Christopher Hitchens and Richard Dawkins who see religion as only an 
evil and the God debate as ridiculous for modern people. I don't share 
that view and I think most people don't share that either," said the 63-
year-old, who will take over next month from Archbishop Marcel Gervais, 
who is retiring.  

FLUENTLY BILINGUAL  

"Why should faith be excluded? Faith is a dominant and prevailing and 
substantial force in the lives of many people. Why should we say that you 
can't talk about that or you can't be present?" said Prendergast, who 
spoke out against same-sex marriage, The Da Vinci Code and Sunday 
shopping during his nine years as archbishop of Halifax.  

As the first anglophone to serve as Ottawa's archbishop, Prendergast 
noted that most of his boyhood friends in the north end of Montreal were 
francophones.  

"I've always been proud of the fact that I spoke French," said the 
archbishop, who grew up as "a double minority" -- an Irish Catholic in a sea of French Catholic and English 
Protestant neighbours and friends.  

Prendergast switched effortlessly between English and French during the news conference, adding that he also 
speaks some Italian and German and "can fake it in a few other languages."  

The Jesuit scholar and teacher said he would be sticking by the archdiocese's decision to close St. Brigid's 
Church in Lowertown.  

Prendergast oversaw the closure of several churches in Halifax and compared it to "a grieving process" for 
parishioners.  

"For me to come in and say that we're going to reopen the thing doesn't make any sense. I think we have to live 
with the realities that are there and move forward," he added.  

Prendergast said he wants young people to attend the two-part June 25/26 installation service at Notre Dame 
Cathedral. "It's important for them to know that they are not just the future of the church, but the present of the 
church," he said.  

The longtime Montreal Canadiens fan joked that he recently had "a change of attitude and disposition" and has 
become a convert to the Ottawa Senators.  

"I hope you don't mind that I'm Johnny-come-lately," said the smiling Prendergast as he held up a red Sens T-
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Archbishop Terrence Prendergast, 
who will be installed as the next 
archbishop of Ottawa at a 
ceremony in June, shows his 
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Montreal Canadiens fan joked that 
he recently had a “change of 
attitude and disposition” and has 
become a convert to the Sens. 
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By CP 

TORONTO -- A new study suggests the one-third of Canadians who say they're workaholics are more likely to be 
dissatisfied with the balance between their work and family lives than other employees.  

Almost two-thirds of workaholics in the study of 9,700 people worry they don't spend enough time with family and 
friends, compared to 45% for non-workaholics.  

More than half of workaholics say there's no time for fun, compared to one-third of other employees.  
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By DONNA CASEY, SUN MEDIA 

Archbishop Marcel Gervais' words of advice for the man who will soon succeed him, Archbishop Terrence 
Prendergast, are short and sweet.  

"Thank you -- thank you for accepting," said Gervais with a laugh.  

For the last 18 years, the 75-year-old archbishop has spent his days shepherding Ottawa's 400,000-strong 
Catholic flock, but Gervais said yesterday it's time for the local church's new spiritual leader to make his mark.  

"If he wants to consult me, I'll be happy to do that, but I'm not going to offer him anything," said Gervais. "He's 
head boss and that's it. I'm never going to be second-guessing him."  

Sitting in a lounge at the archdiocese headquarters on Kilborn Ave., a relaxed Gervais reflected on some of the 
milestones of his tenure, including the major renovation of Notre Dame Cathedral on Sussex Dr. and packing the 
then-Corel Centre for several celebrations to mark the archdiocese's 150th anniversary a few years ago.  

The Elie, Man., native said he counts meeting the Dalai Lama among the most important "symbolic" events of his 
time in Ottawa.  

For the first time in his life, the archbishop is looking forward to "a month of doing nothing" at his winterized 
cottage in West Quebec.  

Gervais said he recently received some tips about retirement from a group of elderly nuns.  

"The average age was 85 -- really old, old girls. One of the oldest sisters who was in a wheelchair said, 'Bishop, 
don't look for work -- work will find you,' " Gervais said with a smile.  
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By DEREK PUDDICOMBE, CITY HALL BUREAU 

Algonquin College is set to expand again and it's looking to the city for some help.  

College officials say they hope to break ground on a $70-million, 160,000-sq.-ft. facility in the next two years that 
would make room for a centre for construction trades and building sciences.  

The integrated learning and applied research centre, which will educate students on the evolving construction 
industry, is expected to add more than 2,600 students.  

The expansion plans are part of a larger intent to develop the Centrepointe community, said College Coun. Rick 
Chiarelli.  

With the college beginning to run out of room at its present site, the college is eyeing sections of the 80-acres of 
city-owned property across the street on the west side of Woodroffe Ave.  

Chiarelli introduced a motion at yesterday's corporate services and economic development committee for the city 
to begin making arrangements for the college to use some of the land.  

Along with the new addition, the college is also preparing to work with the city to build a pedestrian bridge that 
would cross Woodroffe Ave., to link the college and OC Transpo's Baseline transit station.  

SAFETY CONCERN  

"That is the most immediate project," said Chiarelli.  

Mike Rushton, Algonquin's director of physical resources, said the plan to build the bridge has been on the books 
for a while and it's more than a matter of convenience, but a safety issue.  

Rushton said building the transit pedestrian bridge will allow students to safely move from the campus to the 
transit station.  

It will also avoid accidents between students and vehicles at the Woodroffe Ave. crossing.  

"They are taking chances they shouldn't take," said Rushton.  

Chiarelli agreed safety of the students is a big concern.  

"Four people a day have near misses with cars," said Chiarelli.  

Chiarelli's cousin, former mayor Bob Chiarelli, has been hired by the college to lobby the province to secure 
funding for the college. City solicitor Rick O'Connor said there's no conflict of interest because the two are only 
second-cousins.  
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