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Teen slain over prank
Students at Toronto high school in shock over
shooting death of 15-year-old boy
By JONATHAN JENKINS, SUN MEDIA
TORONTO -- Gunfire ripped through a Toronto high school yesterday as
a killer cut down a 15-year-old boy in retaliation for a prank.
"He (the gunman) got hit with a firecracker so he shot the guy in the chest
with a gun," Nick Gangapersaud, 16, said.
Gangapersaud was outside the school, located near in Toronto's JaneFinch area., about an hour after the 2:30 p.m. shooting speaking on his
cellphone with a friend who was locked down inside.
"He saw (the victim) laying on the floor," Gangapersaud said. "He heard
the gun shot."
Friends said the victim was Jordan Manners, a Grade 9 student at the
school.
Police try to comfort a woman who
Most of the school's 850 students were locked inside their classrooms for
collapsed outside C.W. Jeffreys
four hours until police tactical teams and sniffer dogs had searched
yesterday after she learned her
through the building.
son had been shot. (Dave
Thomas/Sun Media)
Police Chief Bill Blair, speaking at the scene, said the gunman was still on
the loose.
COLLAPSED ON STREET
"A young man has lost his life in a school and that should be a very safe place," he said.
Manners' mother was one of scores of parents who rushed to the school on news of an incident. She collapsed
on the street after she learned what had happened. An off-duty nurse offered her help at the scene and the
woman was rushed to Sunnybrook Health Sciences Centre, where her son had been taken.
When she arrived at Sunnybrook, she walked toward the entrance but unsteadily turned back when a friend told
her at the door her son was dead.
She collapsed on the sidewalk, sobbing, and had to be helped into the emergency ward.
Friends said Manners was a high-spirited teen who was often heard singing or rapping to himself.
"He was a really cute kid," Camile Kozier said. "He's a nice little boy."
Kozier, Kim Johnson and several other friends said they were shocked a child so young could be killed in a
school.
By last night, there were at least 11 Facebook networks dedicated to the teen with almost 500 entries.
Manners, the baby of the family with older sisters and a brother, loved playing basketball and with the family dog,
the friends said.
"He was friends with everybody," said Codiann Batts, 16, who spent an excruciating four hours locked in a

http://www.ottawasun.com/News/National/2007/05/24/pf-4203808.html

2007-05-24

Page 2 sur 2

classroom with 19 students and a teacher. "He was friends with the smaller kids and he was friends with the
bigger kids."
Batts said the lockdown was announced not long before school was to let out.
Staff told the students a peer had been shot and taken to hospital. But it was later, as friends sent text message
updates, that they learned Manners had died, she said.
David Whetstone, 31, a neighbour of the Manners family for eight years, said the teen was rambunctious and
occasionally in trouble. He said he had seen Manners the night before he died playing ball with his friends
outside his home on Shoreham Ct.
Yonas Hassin, 12, said he saw about 15 youths who had been setting off firecrackers at a nearby plaza fighting
at the front of the school just before the shooting.
"They were shooting them off at the plaza because it's under construction," he said. "They were fighting over the
fireworks."
Several parents and fellow students said their children and friends watched as CPR was performed on the dying
teen as he lay bleeding near the school swimming pool.
Hammad Siddiqui, 18, took a drama class with the victim about two years ago.
"He's an alright guy. He was always hyper and stuff. He was always singing to himself and if you saw him in the
hallway, he'd be singing out loud," Siddiqui said.
SKIPPING SCHOOL
Sheepishly admitting he had been skipping school yesterday, Siddiqui said he didn't hear a gunshot but he heard
the ambulance screaming up to the school.
"I picked the perfect day to be skipping," he said.
Siddiqui said he had never been afraid to go to school and had never heard of anyone bringing a gun to class
before.
"The board followed all their procedures, the staff acted totally professionally," Education Minister Kathleen
Wynne said. "They had lockdown procedures (implemented) and they followed them to make sure the students
were safe."
Crisis teams and social workers will be available for any students who needs them.
"We've got a punk crisis on our hands in the city of Toronto," Councillor Giorgio Mammoliti said. "There's too
many punks holding guns and now they're into our schools and shooting kids."
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Kids' noses to the grindstone
'Lazy' teenagers working 50-hour weeks: Study
By AEDAN HELMER, SUN MEDIA
Stressed out from the daily grind, mounting pressures from personal responsibilities, and the strains of your
social life? Welcome to the world of the typical Canadian teenager.
According to a StatsCan study released yesterday, teens did an average of 7.1 hours of paid and unpaid labour
per day in 2005, on par with the 50-hour work week faced by adult peers aged 20 to 64.
Called "The Busy Lives of Teens" and published online in Perspectives on Labour and Income, the study collects
time-use data from Statistics Canada's 2005 General Social Survey.
The study paints a different picture of the stereotypically lazy high school student.
"The study was a bit of a myth-buster," said author Katherine Marshall. "But there has been no data looking at
the paid and unpaid work that teenagers do. We've looked at adults many times."
PRESSURE TO ACHIEVE
Of those surveyed, 16% of kids aged 15-19 considered themselves workaholics, 39% felt constant pressure to
achieve more than they could handle, and almost two-thirds sacrificed sleep to get work done.
Canadians rank first among the busiest teens from nine countries that participated in similar studies.
A typical Canadian school day will consist of eight hours of in-class time, compounded by an average of 32
minutes of paid work and 43 minutes of domestic work. The total of 9 hours, 45 minutes narrowly edges secondplace Belgium (9 hours 43 minutes) and the third-place United States (9 hours, 10 minutes).
"Teens have had long days for at least the past 20 years," said Marshall, who attributed the increase in paid
labour figures to an influx of teenage girls entering the workforce.
"As for the overall increase, the economy is just stronger, we're more toward a service economy now," said
Marshall. "There are jobs out there for teenagers if they're interested in having them."
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