




 

By LAURA CZEKAJ 

Carleton University has expanded its program for journalists wanting to go to Rwanda to aid in building up the 
country's media capacity.  

The new media internship program offered by the university will allow journalism students to work in the African 
country this spring and summer as interns at newspapers, radio stations, a video-documentary unit and the 
national TV network.  

A total of 20 students will travel to Rwanda for the eight-week placements. The initiative was established in 2006. 
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By LAURA CZEKAJ, SUN MEDIA 

I've got a feeling I call my music.  

I've always wanted to share with you.  

It's in my heart and I'll never lose it.  

It's something that I was born to do.  

-- Our Song  

The cherub faces are strained as the sea of students lift their voices above the clanging and clashing of the horn 
section of the Pinecrest Public School band on the school's front lawn.  

As they sing, they do so knowing that thousands of kids are singing the same song, simultaneously across the 
nation, every one of them doing their part to let those listening know that music is a vital part of their education.  

'A GREAT FEELING'  

Organized by the Coalition for Music Education in Canada, Music Monday was a wide-scale demonstration by 
students on how school music programs positively impact their lives.  

"It's just a great feeling to know that music is so important to us and that it's getting across everyone's minds," 
said Uzma Chowdhury, 13.  

"Getting us all together at the same time and place, singing a song, I don't think words can really describe how it 
feels."  

Jane Cutler, a member of the Toronto-based coalition, says that when budgets get tight, boards often see music 
as expendable.  

Across Canada, 1,538 schools signed up for Music Monday and more than 500,000 children participated.  

Music is alive at Pinecrest, but it's being kept on life-support through outside funding sources secured by 
principal Charles Austin.  

"I got here the same year Charles did and my instruments were held together with duct tape, seriously," said 
music teacher Karen McDougall.  

Keeping a music program operational requires regular upkeep of instruments and updated music, both of which 
require money.  

SCHEDULE CUTS  

But McDougall counts herself lucky. With her principal's support, she has not had her music classes cut back -- 
or worse yet, her position cut.  

"Other teachers have had theirs cut down to one class per six-day cycle, which is almost impossible to carry on a 
relevant music program for kids," she said.  
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As the students file back into the school, their moment of voice-raising unity having ended, Austin explains how 
he will continue to find money anywhere he can to keep the music program alive.  

"There are so many different ways to learn and the kinesetic approach is as valid as any other approach," he 
said.  

"We have to be able to appeal to the students according to the way they learn."  
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