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Woodroffe High School locked down after prank 911 
call 

 
Friday, November 09, 2007 
 

Woodroffe High School students were forced into lockdown mode yesterday, the latest 
victims of a spate of prank 911 calls that have plagued Ottawa schools since 
September. 

"I remain hopeful that as a strong school community, we will put a stop to this," 
Woodroffe principal Renald Cousineau said in an e-mail yesterday after a bomb threat 
was received. 

Since Sept. 21, more than 30 911 calls have been placed to make fake reports of either 
bombs or people with guns at different schools in the Ottawa area. At least six youths, 
between the ages of 14 and 17, have been charged in relation to the hoaxes since they 
began. 

Anyone with information is asked to call police at 613-239-1222 ext. 3566 or Crime 
Stoppers at 613-236-TIPS (8477). 
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Quebec Anglo students denounce discrimination 
Université Laval group reports break-in and ongoing 
incidents of vandalism and theft 

 
Friday, November 09, 2007 
 

QUEBEC - Anglophones at Quebec City's Université Laval say they are victims of 
discrimination and the target of xenophobic messages. 

The offices of the anglophone students' association have been vandalized several times 
during the past two years. Food and equipment have been stolen and stickers stating 
"Vive le Québec libre" have often been stuck on the door and walls of their lounge. 

The latest incident took place two weeks ago, when their premises were broken into and 
comments such as, "Ici on parle en français" ("Here we speak French") were written 
with black marker on the association's newspaper, The Outrageous Escape. 

For Jonathan Tremblay, it was the straw that broke the camel's back. The vice-president 
of student associations that come under the faculty of arts -- including the anglophone 
group -- wrote an open letter to Quebec City media to denounce the "cowardly and 
xenophobic acts" toward English-speaking students at Laval. 

"You think it's the kind of stuff that happens all the time at the university, but it doesn't 
happen to other associations. Only the anglophones are targeted," stressed Mr. 
Tremblay, who was raised by francophone parents, but attended English schools until he 
started university. What bothered him even more was the lack of reaction from 
anglophones themselves. 

"I thought why would I report that?'' said Michael Dery, who represents the 369 
students of Laval's English Studies program. "It's always small little things that add up, 
and I decided to just let it go. I don't report (incidents) all the time." 

"There are some people in Quebec City who don't like anglophones, not the majority, 
clearly, but we seem to be a prime target," Mr. Dery said. 

Both students think the anglophones are also singled out because of their political 
stance. In the past, the English Studies association has always voted against student 
strikes, and it was often the only group to do so. 

Mr. Tremblay believes the majority of French-speaking Quebecers are open and tolerant 
toward anglophones and said he wanted to prove it to his fellow anglophone students by 
sending his letter to the media. 

Mr. Dery is already seeing a positive outcome. 

"Now, all of a sudden, people are saying very clearly that these acts are wrong. It 
brings in a sense of acceptance from the francophones and makes me feel more at 
home in my province, in my city," he said. 

 

Marianne White

The Ottawa Citizen
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A spokesman for Université Laval said the institution had launched an inquiry into the 
series of events. 

Robert Donnelly, an anglophone who was born and raised in Quebec City, said the 
unfortunate event didn't represent a trend in any way. 

"It's one of those seasons where there is a lot of consultation with the reasonable 
accommodation hearings on minorities," stressed Mr. Donnelly, president of the Quebec 
Community Groups Network, which represents English-speaking communities. 
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Group eyes old school for community centre 
Pushes city to buy 'perfect' building to cater to 
francophone residents 

 
Friday, November 09, 2007 
 

The City of Ottawa is considering purchasing a 
vacant elementary school that French-
speaking residents suggested they could use 
as an $8-million francophone community 
service centre. 

Francine Levesque, a spokeswoman for the 
Centre multiservices de l'Ouest d'Ottawa, said 
yesterday the group hopes the city will allow it 
to redevelop the former Grant Alternative 
School at Pinecrest and Richmond roads. 

The Ottawa-Carleton District School Board is 
trying to sell the buildings that used to house 
Grant Alternative School and Bayview 
Elementary School (on Riverside Drive), which 
were both closed in June. 

"We don't know whether the school would be 
just for us or other groups as well, but we are 
keen to use it because it is right in our 
neighbourhood," Ms. Levesque said. 

"The size is perfect for what we want. 

"We wanted to raise $2 million for the centre and so far we have $500,000. But if we 
have a site, it will be easier for us to raise money in the community and go to the 
federal and provincial governments for money to develop the centre." 

Ms. Levesque said the centre could include two francophone dentists, a French-language 
medical clinic, legal aid, financial services and a counselling service for immigrants. 

Western Ottawa, including Kanata, Barrhaven and the Woodroffe-Pinecrest area, 
includes more than 76,000 people who understand French and 21,000 who speak the 
language at home. 

That compares with a French-speaking population of 10,000 in Vanier. 

The Ontario government has donated $50,000 to 

help prepare a $2-million fundraising campaign for the Centre multiservices de l'Ouest 
d'Ottawa. The project is to be a public-private partnership that could include a 
gymnasium, caisse populaire, day-care centre, bookstore and medical and dental clinics 

 

Dave Rogers

The Ottawa Citizen

CREDIT: Bruno Schlumberger, The Ottawa 
Citizen

The former Grant Alternative School at 
Pinecrest and Richmond roads, as well as 
the grounds that surround it, are 
considered a heritage site as part of the 
former Britannia Village.

Page 1 sur 2Print Story - canada.com network

2007-11-09http://www.canada.com/components/print.aspx?id=88438f6e-a690-44e1-a88b-a12ed984...



 

for franco-phones. 

The group promoting the francophone centre is to release detailed plans for the site on 
Monday. 

The city's corporate services and economic development committee is to consider the 
proposal on Tuesday. 

Alex Cullen, the councillor for Bay Ward, which includes the site, said the proposal is the 
first test of the city's policy to preserve green space, sports fields and public buildings 
by purchasing surplus schools. Mr. Cullen said several groups have asked to use the 
school and the city hasn't decided that it will become a francophone community centre. 

Mr. Cullen said the city hasn't usually purchased surplus schools in the past because it 
didn't have a policy to acquire them for community use. 

He said the city would pay market value for Grant Alternative School if it decided to buy 
it, but did not say how much the city is prepared to pay. 

Built during the 1920s, the old school and its grounds are considered a heritage site as 
part of the former Britannia Village. 

Heritage designation means that the new owners would not be able to change the 
exterior of the building. 
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Carleton, U of O rebound in rankings 
Maclean's changes evaluation methods 

 
Friday, November 09, 2007 
 

After plummeting to the bottom of the list last year, Carleton University has made a 
respectable comeback in Maclean's magazine's annual university rankings. 

The magazine's latest university report card places Carleton near the middle of the pack 
among 11 schools with a comprehensive mix of professional programs. The seventh-
place finish was a marked improvement from 11th and last place a year ago. 

The University of Ottawa also did better, tying with Dalhousie University for eighth place 
among 15 universities with medical schools. That's up sharply from 11th place last year. 

Both universities appear to have benefited from changes to the way Maclean's evaluates 
schools. In fact, a number of universities rose or fell considerably in the rankings. Unlike 
past years, when the magazine relied on detailed student information provided by the 
universities, this year's rankings are based entirely on publicly available data from 
Statistics Canada, the federal research funding agencies and the Canadian Association of 
Research Libraries. 

The changes helped the magazine avoid a repeat of last year's public fight with two 
dozen universities that attacked the credibility of the rankings and boycotted them. The 
feud forced Maclean's to re-use old data. 

Tony Keller, the Maclean's editor in charge of the rankings, said turning to third-party 
data has resulted in a more objective way of grading universities. "It's absolutely above 
board, it's ungameable and it's absolutely accurate," said Mr. Keller. 

In the past, some universities have been accused of manipulating the data provided to 
Maclean's in an attempt to improve their standings. 

Carleton achieved a better result this year because it scored high in the number of 
students and professors who win awards. One example is Peter Popplewell, a doctoral 
student, who won the Ottawa Centre for Research and Innovation Student Researcher of 
the Year Award earlier this year. The school also received top marks for the generous 
scholarships and bursaries it awards to students. 

Meanwhile, the University of Ottawa owed its improved performance to the success of 
its professors in attracting research funding. A recent study by corporate consultants 
Research Info-source Inc. indicates that among 50 Canadian universities that attract the 
most research grants, the University of Ottawa ranks in ninth place this year. 

Overall, McGill kept its place for the second consecutive year as the top medical-doctoral 
university, while the University of Victoria knocked the University of Guelph from its 
perennial spot as the top comprehensive university. Guelph fell to fourth. Acadia and 
Mount Allison tied for first among the primarily undergraduate universities. 

School officials welcomed the changes to the way Maclean's compiles its rankings, but 

 

Pauline Tam

The Ottawa Citizen

Page 1 sur 4Print Story - canada.com network

2007-11-09http://www.canada.com/components/print.aspx?id=7433bfdb-fee4-444f-99fa-dd64f1b15...



said they still object to a grading system that creates cartoon winners and losers. 

"We can't attach a great deal of meaning to any of the rankings," said Bruce Feldthusen, 
vice-president of the University of Ottawa. 

Yet the continued attacks on what has traditionally been the magazine's most well-read 
and profitable issue don't appear to be hurting its bottom line. 

According to Masthead magazine, which monitors the Canadian periodicals industry, 
Maclean's total revenues have remained steady despite last year's dust-up with the 
universities ($36.3 million in 2006 and close to $37 million in 2005). 

And while circulation has dropped steadily -- from 382,890 during the first six months of 
2005 to 366,394 over the same period last year -- the declines were part of a strategic 
plan to cut costs and target a smaller, higher-value, readership. 

According to magazine consultant D. B. Scott, a respected industry authority, the 
Maclean's rankings don't appear to be losing credibility among readers or advertisers. 

"Parents and university-bound students need good information and Maclean's university 
guide, which is a tested brand over more than a decade, is something that they have 
come to rely on," said Mr. Scott. "I don't think that most of them pay attention to this 
foofaraw with the universities." 

- - - 

Maclean's University Rankings 

WIth rankings last year in brackets. Year-by-year comparisons are not valid, as the 
methodology and data used for the rankings have changed significantly since last year. 

Medical doctoral universities 

1. McGill (1) 

*2. UBC (4) 

*2. Queen's (2) 

4. Toronto (3) 

5. Alberta (6) 

6. McMaster (12) 

7. Western (5) 

*8. Dalhousie (14) 

*8. Ottawa (11) 

10. Calgary (13) 

11. Saskatchewan (10) 
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*12. Laval (8) 

*12. Sherbrooke (7) 

14. Montréal (9) 

15. Manitoba (15) 

Comprehensive universities 

1. Victoria (3) 

2. Simon Fraser (4) 

3. Waterloo (2) 

4. Guelph (1) 

*5. Memorial (5) 

*5. New Brunswick (7) 

7. Carleton (11) 

8. York (9) 

9. Regina (6) 

10. Windsor (10) 

11. Concordia (8) 

Primarily undergraduate universities 

1. Acadia (3) 

2. Mount Allison (2) 

3. St. Francis Xavier (1) 

*4. UNBC (4) 

*4. Trent (10) 

*6. Lethbridge (14) 

*6. Wilfrid Laurier (6) 

8. UPEI (5) 

9. Winnipeg (12) 

10. Laurentian (16*) 
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*11. Lakehead (15) 

*11. Moncton (18) 

*11. Ryerson (16*) 

*11. Saint Mary's (9) 

*15. Brock (19) 

*15. Mount Saint Vincent (11) 

17. Bishop's (7) 

*18. Brandon (20) 

*18. St. Thomas (8) 

20. Nipissing (21) 

21. Cape Breton (13) 

* indicates a tie 
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Halifax's Citadel High proves a safe school needn't 
be a fortress 
New schools are being designed with security in mind, 
write Charles Mandel and Janice Tibbetts 

 
Friday, November 09, 2007 
 

Security cameras, panic buttons, washrooms without doors and extra-wide halls 
designed to prevent conflict between jostling individuals: Is this a new Canadian super-
max penitentiary? 

Far from it. Welcome to Halifax's Citadel High School, likely the safest educational 
institution in the country. 

Boasting all the latest security bells and whistles, Citadel High opened in September 
2007. Citadel is large -- the two-block-long, three-storey- high brick and glass building 
houses 1,400 students and about 100 staff amalgamated from two other high schools -- 
but it feels spacious, light and clean, thanks to glassed-in entrances and atriums. 

Those big windows, the blond wood lining the halls and the extra-wide halls are all part 
of a design that is meant to make the $21-million school not only a pleasant 
environment, but also extraordinarily safe. 

"The hallways signify the openness of the whole school," says Kate van Gurp, a 17-
year-old student in Grade 12. "You see everyone in the hallways. There's no place to 
hide. It's bright, open and nice." 

Ruth Anne Luke, a French teacher at Citadel, says simply: "We want our students to feel 
safe." 

Across Canada, schools are now routinely equipped with video surveillance cameras, 
police officers patrol the hallways and locked doors are opened with swipe cards or 
buzzer systems. 

"My sense is very strong that schools are safer than they've ever been," says veteran 
administrator Gary Little, associate superintendent of the Vancouver school board. "But 
I think that society has less tolerance for violence than it did 30 years ago." 

Const. Mark Young, a police officer and safe school co-ordinator for the Nova Scotia 
Education Department, also believes schools are safer now, but adds that with the 
popular belief that school violence is on the increase, school boards have to "attend to 
those perceptions as well." 

The perception and the reality do differ. 

Statistics Canada figures from 120 police forces in eight provinces show there has been 
a steady decline in school violence over the last three years. 

 

Janice Tibbetts

The Ottawa Citizen
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Statistics Canada says property crimes, assaults and drug offences in schools dropped 
between 2004 and 2006. There were 22,859 charges under the Youth Criminal Justice 
Act in 2006, down from 24,576 in 2004, for incidents that happened on school property. 

Schools have stepped up security measures nonetheless to quell public fears after brutal 
shootings in recent years at North American campuses. 

"Everyone is anxious these days," said Paul Crawford, superintendent of the Toronto 
Catholic District School Board. "You can have an event happen in a school, in a 
community, that will tar that community for years. Perception just takes over. It 
becomes that the sky is falling." 

Citadel has all the latest security features because it is common sense to design new 
buildings that way, said Const. Young. 

"It's not that we were trying to respond to a specific situation, it's more that this is just 
the next stage in the evolution of schools," he said, adding that institutions across North 
America are mindful of "crime prevention through environmental design." 

Classrooms have a "privacy call" button beside the doors, allowing teachers to alert the 
office in the event of an emergency. 

Telephones are on teachers' desks for the same reason. 

Surveillance cameras watch every entrance and only the main front door and a second 
exit immediately across from it are unlocked. All staff wear ID tags and a police officer 
with a gun and a radio patrols the halls. 

Even the most basic design of the school is aimed at making life more secure for its 
students and staff. Washrooms lack outside doors so that staff can hear what's going 
on. The long, wide central hall not only helps keep traffic moving, but also provides 
teachers with sightlines the length of the school. 

Wade Smith, vice-principal of Citadel, acknowledges the school is security-conscious, 
but also believes that the more esthetic elements of the building's design add to its 
safety. "There's no question it sets a design standard," he says. "It's really hard not to 
like how this building looks when you come in every day. 

"The beauty of it and the layout are probably directly reflective of the lack of incidents 
we've had at this school. I don't know if people walk in here and say, 'I feel safe,' as 
much as they say, 'It's a beautiful space. I love being here. I feel good being here. Why 
would I want to be suspended'?" 

Boston-area father Joe Curran isn't taking any chances with school security. He and a 
friend, motivated by the 1999 massacre at Columbine High School in Colorado, have 
recently started a company that sells bulletproof backpacks for children for $175 U.S. 

"I really don't care what people say; everybody has to make a decision on how to take 
care of their kids and it gives the kid a feeling of protection and it gives the parent a 
feeling of protection," said Mr. Curran. 
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Finnish school shooting survivors talk their way out 
of grief 

 
Friday, November 09, 2007 
 

JOKELA, Finland - It was the day that Finns broke their silence and abandoned their 
legendary stoicism. 

As flags fluttered at half-staff across the country, and candles were lit in the icy wind, 
the survivors of Finland's first chilling school bloodbath tried to talk away their fears. 

"Finns usually prefer to maintain a stiff upper lip during an emotional crisis," said youth 
worker Jenni Lehtinen in Jokela church, an hour's drive out of Helsinki. 

"This time it's different -- the kids cannot stop talking, asking where it is safe 
nowadays if not in their own school." 

As if to underline the new sense of insecurity, two armoured personnel carriers have 
been parked close to the school. 

Only the army and the church, it seems, can reassure these young Finns. 

The shooting rampage by a disturbed 18-year-old student, Pekka-Eric Auvinen, has 
stunned the nation. 

In 20 minutes around noon on Wednesday, Pekka-Eric used his newly acquired Sig 
Sauer pistol to kill the principal, the school nurse and six students. 

At least a dozen others were injured. He then shot himself in the head. 

Finland has declared a national day of mourning. 

Police said at a news conference last night that his motives and the sequence of the 
shootings were still unclear. The gunman was a social outcast who was bullied in 
school, The Associated Press quoted a senior police official as saying. 

Pekka-Eric's father, Ismo Auvinen, who has worked for the Finnish railways for more 
than 30 years, is a performer in the Big Papa Auvinen band with his wife, Mikaela 
Vuorio, according to the group's webpage. 

The elder Mr. Auvinen used to play guitar with Finnish rock legend Albert Jaervinen, 
whose band The Hurriganes is the subject of a popular movie. 

Pekka-Eric Auvinen, the first of two sons, was described in the Finnish media as a 
straight-A student who was attracted to extreme political views. 

His friends noticed a change in his behaviour weeks before the shooting and warned 
the principal about him, newspapers said, citing unidentified classmates. 

 

Roger Boyes

The Daily Telegraph; with files from Bloomberg News
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