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L'École élémentaire catholique Arc-en-ciel a 
participé, pour la première fois, à la parade de 
lumières d'Orléans, le 24 novembre dernier. 
Un char allégorique représentant l'atelier du 
père Noël a été construit par le comité de vie 
scolaire. Une quinzaine d'élèves ainsi que la 
directrice étaient à bord du char. D'autres 
élèves, des membres du personnel et parents 
se sont aussi joints à la fête, en marchant aux 
côtés du char.   
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Repairing the 'absolutely worst' schools 
Six public board schools make renovation list 

 
Wednesday, December 05, 2007 
 

One of the better tags to have hung on a school could be "prohibitive to repair." 

That designation does not mean the building is falling down, or that it's a candidate 
for closing. It means access to provincial funds for heavy renovations, expansion or 
replacement. 

Diane Jeudy-Hugo, executive superintendent at the Ottawa-Carleton District School 
Board, concedes the concept is difficult to understand. 

"The word prohibitive causes problems for people," she said. 

"That term was coined by the government a number of years ago for buildings 
whose basic condition was not what it should be." 

In a technical paper released this summer, the ministry said: "PTR schools are 
currently defined as those whose costs of bringing the school up to ministry 
standards would be greater than 65 per cent of the replacement cost of the school. 

"This is known as the Facility Condition Index and is a building industry standard in 
calculating the facility condition." 

The ministry created a preliminary list of 200 schools with an FCI of 65 per cent or 
greater. 

As of September 2006, the province had committed $350 million of the $700 
million assigned to the program. The balance will be allocated shortly. 

The ministry wanted to identify schools in the province "that, to put it bluntly, were 
in the absolutely worst condition," Ms. Jeudy-Hugo said. 

Having identified them, the intent was to divert money to schools that were 
candidates for replacement, or to provide significant money for renewal instead of 
putting in smaller amounts to fix bits and pieces. 

On Oct. 31, 2006, the ministry released a list of schools judged prohibitive to repair 
and has since been discussing them with boards, adding and subtracting from the 
list, she said. Some boards had indicated the original inspection excluded some 
school renewal needs, such as asbestos removal and accessibility issues. 

The ministry listed six OCDSB schools, including Fitzroy Harbour Public School, 
which has been closed because of low enrolment. The others are Clifford Bowey 
Public School, Devonshire Public School, Dunning-Foubert Elementary School, 
Katimavik Public School and Rockcliffe Park Public School. 

 

Graham Hughes

The Ottawa Citizen
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The latter, attended by Prime Minister Stephen Harper's children, opened in 1922 
and has had seven additions. 

Ms. Jeudy-Hugo said the building had needed roof repairs, work on the hot water 
supply and mechanical upgrades. Rockcliffe Park is still on the list, but work has 
been done, she said. 

"Even we see it high on our list of priorities for PTR funding because we believe it's 
still a solid building that probably needs some work, but it's not one we're prepared 
to replace," she said. 

She said the board always finds money to ensure a school is safe. 

Asked whether some schools could use more work, she replied: "Absolutely, that is 
how they make the list." 

"Originally, when the ministry established Good Places to Learn funding, they said 
any school that had less than a 65-per-cent FCI was eligible for that funding, but 
schools over that would be eligible for PTR funding." 

"You can't make any assumptions about what the plans for a building would be 
based on it being on a PTR list," she said. 

"What we're trying to do is capitalize on what funding is available to us -- it should 
be a good news story for us." 
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By TERRI SAUNDERS, SUN MEDIA 

Schools in Ottawa have been battling against trans fats in cafeteria food for years and many already meet or 
exceed provincial standards, officials said yesterday.  

Legislation expected to be introduced today at Queen's Park will remove foods high in trans fat from school 
cafeterias and vending machines. This comes on the heels of recent moves to ban junk foods from 
elementary schools and require young students to be physically active for at least 20 minutes daily.  

"For our kids, health is just too important to risk," said Premier Dalton McGuinty. "Trans fats have no place in 
our schools and we've got to act now."  

EAT SMART  

The Ottawa Catholic School Board introduced the Eat Smart program four years ago, offering students 
healthier food choices and banned the use of trans fat cooking oils in their cafeterias.  

The board also entered into a partnership with the City of Ottawa to provide healthy choices in vending 
machines using a colour-code system indicating which foods were the best choices.  

Board officials said yesterday they will take a closer look at the trans fat issue when the government unveils 
its legislation today.  

Schools within the Ottawa-Carleton District School Board have also made changes in the way cafeteria foods 
are prepared. At Sir Guy Carleton Secondary School, students enrolled in the hospitality and tourism 
program work in the cafeteria and have a hand in preparing meals.  

Nicola Jarvis, head of soft technology at the school, says the school has been offering homemade meals 
since it opened more than a quarter century ago.  

FRESH INGREDIENTS  

"Everything is made from scratch," said Jarvis, adding the process allows for quality control. "We don't have 
any food catered from outside the school and the students learn how to prepare and serve the food as part of 
the program."  

Jarvis said students do everything from making dough for homemade pizzas to preparing meat pies using 
fresh ingredients.  

"We are able to offer our students excellent options," said Jarvis, who admits fries are on the menu.  

"We know they won't always choose the healthier foods, but they do often eat what we prepare."  

Ontario's Healthy Food for Healthy Schools Act will call for an end to selling food with trans fat in cafeterias, 
an all-out ban on junk food and trans fat in all public school vending machines and healthier menu choices.  
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Schools trans fat battlefield 
Healthier choices replace junk food on cafeteria 
and vending machine menu 
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By DEREK PUDDICOMBE 

Once again, rural Coun. Glenn Brooks says he has a plan to save taxpayers tens of millions of dollars.  

As he did during the 2006 budget deliberations, Brooks is drafting a motion to limit the hiring of employees. In 
2006, he saved taxpayers $10 million. This time around he guarantees his plan to limit the hiring of full-time 
equivalent positions to 435 from 1,500 over the next three years will save $100 million.  

"We would be only adding FTEs to staff essential city services," he said.  

Brooks said staff is currently working out the exact savings based on his numbers, but he said if you take the 
average employee salary of $76,000 plus benefits it's easy to get to $100 million.  

"There's no question about it," he said.  

The current number of FTEs is 13,236. Brooks suggests bumping that to 13,581 next year, to 13,626 in 2009 
and to 13,671 by 2010. Next year's savings alone could be as much as $25 million.  

If the city doesn't adopt his idea, Brooks figures city staff will balloon to about 14,800 employees, not 
counting seasonal vacancies it fills each year.  

For 2006, Brooks successfully convinced his colleagues to vote in favour of implementing a hiring freeze on 
about 500 vacant positions, saving the city $10 million.  

The idea to look internally rather than always target programs and services the municipality delivers isn't new 
to Brooks.  

He's prepared for staff's reaction that "it can't be done," but Brooks is adamant his plan can work if there's a 
will to try.  

"We have too many layers," he said.  

For years, he's been trying to convince council colleagues and staff that this is a legitimate savings plan to 
help the city to get back on the road to financial sustainability.  

"But no one has taken me seriously," said Brooks.  

He warns if Ottawa doesn't begin to limit the hiring of employees, the city is "doomed to fail."  

"We will start to use more debt financing and begin to cut services," he said. "We have to start to look inward. 
That's what I've been preaching for years."  

Yesterday was the second day members of the public could provide input on the consequences of budget 
cuts to city programs.  
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Keep body count down 
Councillor wants staff hiring slowdown 
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By TERRI SAUNDERS, SUN MEDIA 

Madison McSweeney has been picking out her own clothes for some time now, and she wants to keep it that 
way.  

The 12-year-old is speaking out against a proposal to make school uniforms a way of life for students within 
the Ottawa-Carleton District School Board.  

"It doesn't really make sense to me," the Glen Cairn Public School Grade 7 student said yesterday. "I was 
upset when I heard about it."  

In November, school board trustee Riley Brockington began seeking input from parents on a proposal to 
introduce school uniforms within the district.  

At the time, Brockington said the movement to bring in uniforms appeared to be gaining momentum. He said 
he consistently receives calls from residents in his school board who support the proposal.  

McSweeney set up a website, www.nouniforms.ca, after reading media reports about the proposal, to 
encourage parents and students to oppose such a plan.  

"Some people say parents will save money if the schools have uniforms, but they'll still have to buy their kids 
street clothes," she said. "It will cost more money and there will be more laundry to do and that will be 
harmful to the environment."  

McSweeney said she and her friends use fashion as a way of expressing their individuality -- and she 
believes forcing kids to wear uniforms to school won't stop them from turning to violence in order to secure 
coveted name-brand clothing and footwear.  

"School is not the only place kids go," said McSweeney.  

"A bully is a bully, whether or not they're bullying someone at school or anywhere else," she said.  

McSweeney had help from her parents setting up the website and deciding on what message to send.  

Visitors to the site are encouraged to type a message and send it off to Brockington with a single click of a 
mouse.  

"I thought it would be good if people could contact the trustee directly, to call him or write him and give him 
their opinion on uniforms," said McSweeney.  

Proponents of uniforms suggest they cut down on competition, promote solidarity and pride among school 
communities and can even be used as a security measure. Students not dressed in the proper attire will be 
easy to spot in crowded hallways, some say.  

McSweeney isn't buying those arguments.  

"School uniforms don't make people nicer and they don't make people smarter," she said.  

"I think it's a bad idea."  
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Student won't take uniforms lying 
down 
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Brockington has said if enough parents support the idea, he will ask the board to institute a school uniform 
pilot project in some local schools.  

 

Page 2 sur 2CANOE -- Ottawa Sun: - Student won't take uniforms lying down

2007-12-05http://www.ottawasun.com/News/National/2007/12/05/pf-4708287.html


	X3e_A0EF2247-Lise Mario Roxanne ceclfce.pdf
	X3e_A0EF2248 Noël en vélo ceclfce.pdf
	article-163720-Latelier-du-pere-Noe-ceclfce.pdf
	X3e_A0EF2246-ceclfce.pdf
	X3e_A0EF2245-ceclfce2.pdf
	X3e_A0EF2244ceclfce3.pdf
	X3e_A0EF2243élève de Jean-Robert-Gauthier.pdf
	X3e_A0EF2242 ceclfce Noël en famille.pdf
	X3e_A0EF2241.pdf
	id=94f15fe2-f39d-47Repairing the absolutely.pdf
	schools trans fat battlefield.pdf
	keep body count down.pdf
	student won't take uniforms lying down.pdf

