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«Cherchez des alternatives pour vos déplacements», déclare le maire O'Brien

OC Transpo enfonce ses pneus dans la
grève
Louis-Denis Ebacher
Le Droit
La journée commence bien mal
pour des milliers d'utilisateurs du
transport en commun d'Ottawa, ce
matin.
La grève des employés d'OC
Transpo a été déclenchée hier soir,
laissant leurs usagers se débrouiller
tout seul pour toute la durée du
conflit de travail.
« On est en grève demain
(aujourd'hui). » Les propos du
président de la section 279 du
Syndicat uni des transports, André
Cornellier, sont clairs : les 2 300
employés d'OC Transpo ne
rentreront pas au travail ce matin. À
Michel Lafleur, LeDroit
son tour, tard hier soir, la Ville
d'Ottawa a envoyé un communiqué
pour confirmer la nouvelle. Un
porte-parole de la Ville a précisé au Droit qu'un point de presse sera présenté, ce matin à 7h.
Ni le Syndicat uni des transports, ni la direction de la Ville d'Ottawa n'a accepté les concessions demandées de
part et d'autre dans les négociations entourant la nouvelle convention collective des employés.
Conseils du maire
« Soyez patients, cherchez des alternatives pour vos déplacements, prenez le temps de parler à vos voisins pour
savoir où ils vont. Si vous roulez seuls dans votre voiture et voyez un collègue de travail marcher à l'extérieur,
proposez-lui de l'embarquer. »
Ces quelques conseils sont sortis de la bouche du maire d'Ottawa, Larry O'Brien, quelques heures avant le
déclenchement de la grève des 2300 employés d'OC Transpo, hier soir.
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La grève générale illimitée des chauffeurs, mécaniciens et répartiteurs d'OC Transpo survient après la rupture
des négociations entourant leur nouvelle convention collective. Les questions d'horaire et de conditions salariales
posent problème entre la direction et ses employés.
Mesures exceptionnelles
La ville d'Ottawa a prévu d'ouvrir les voies réservées au transport en commun aux automobilistes le temps que
durera le conflit, prévoyant une augmentation de 20 % du flot de la circulation sur ses routes. Toutefois, les voies
réservées des autoroutes 174 et 417 demeureront fermées pour permettre le passage des véhicules d'urgence.
Les voies réservées des rues Wellington et Rideau, au centre-ville, seront aussi interdites aux automobilistes
pour laisser passer les autobus de la Société de transport de l'Outaouais, qui poursuit ses activités normalement.
Ailleurs dans la ville, les Parc-O-bus d'OC Transpo Terry Fox, Eagleson, Baseline, Greenboro, Fallowfield,
Strandherd, Place d'Orléans et Trim pourront servir de points de rassemblement pour le covoiturage.
Le transport adapté Para Transpo demeure en service, et la priorité sera donnée à la clientèle devant se déplacer
pour des soins médicaux. « Autrement, nous nous sommes entendus avec les compagnies de taxi pour nous
soutenir en cas de besoin », a affirmé le directeur général d'OC Transpo, Alain Mercier.
Service essentiel
Le conseiller municipal d'Ottawa, Rainer Bloess, proposera une motion à ses collègues, aujourd'hui, demandant
au gouvernement fédéral et à la ministre du Travail, Rona Ambrose, de déclarer OC Transpo service essentiel.
Les normes du travail chez OC Transpo relèvent d'Ottawa. Une telle loi obligerait les grévistes à abandonner
leurs moyens de pression. M. Bloess explique que « les impacts économiques, sociaux et environnementaux sont
inacceptables pour une vaste majorité de résidants et de conseillers».
Répercussions scolaires
Les conséquences de cette grève risquent d'être nombreuses.
Elle affectera plus de 3000 élèves du palier secondaire du Conseil scolaire des écoles publiques de l'est de
l'Ontario (CÉPEO) qui utilisent le service de transport en commun pour se rendre en classe.
Le CÉPEO a proposé un plan de contingence à ses élèves, hier matin, mais le Syndicat uni du transport a refusé
d'offrir des garanties au conseil scolaire afin d'assurer que ses membres n'entravent pas le travail des
conducteurs d'autobus scolaires appelés en relève. « Le CÉPEO a annoncé la mise en oeuvre d'un plan de
contingence. Sans la collaboration d'OC Transpo, nous devons retirer notre plan pour ne pas mettre en péril la
sécurité de nos élèves », a déclaré le directeur de l'éducation, François Benoît.
« C'est une mauvaise nouvelle pour les parents qui doivent maintenant organiser le transport de leur enfant à
l'école », a précisé la coordonnatrice des communications au CÉPEO, Andrée Myette.
Par ailleurs, 440 élèves du Conseil des écoles catholiques de langue française du Centre-Est devront également
se débrouiller en matière de transport.
AVEC JEAN-FRANÇOIS DUGAS
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12,000 students left on curb as school bus firms
balk
No guarantee strikers would not picket schools, boards told
By Joanne Laucius December 10, 2008

Ottawa’s school boards had planned to enlist yellow school buses to help bring students who rely on
public transit to school in an OC Transpo strike.
But the plan was abandoned when the companies that operate the yellow buses balked: the OC Transpo
drivers’ union would not guarantee that striking members would refrain from picketing schools and
places where students would wait for yellow buses, say board officials.
In all, more than 12,000 Ottawa students from Grade 7 to Grade 12 are issued with OC Transpo passes
to get to school — about 5,200 at the English public board, 3,600 at the English Catholic board, 3,000 at
the French public board and 400 at the French Catholic board.
The boards say the safety of staff and students is paramount and can’t be risked in case the drivers
decide to picket.
Michael Carson is superintendent of facilities at the Ottawa-Carleton District School Board.
He said the busing consortium representing all the school boards approached the OC Transpo drivers’
union in 2005 to get a letter assuring the boards that drivers would not picket schools in case of a strike.
The union declined the request then and refused again when the consortium approached a few days ago
as the boards were putting together the contingency plan, said Mr. Carson.
“As of yesterday, they turned it down. We’re hopeful that may change,” he said.
Roxanne Deevey, a spokeswoman for the French-language Catholic school board, said a court
injunction with the intent of keeping picketing drivers away from schools also failed.
“Basically, our hands are tied,” she said. “The union said we could only use the yellow buses we
normally use.”
All the boards say schools will remain open, but students and their parents are responsible for finding
their own way.
Andrée Myette, a spokeswoman for the French-language public school board said 4,000 students at her
board rely on OC Transpo buses.

http://www.ottawacitizen.com/story_print.html?id=1054529&sponsor=

2008-12-10

12,000 students left on curb as school bus firms balk

Page 2 sur 2

“We don’t want to risk the safety of our students,” she said. “At this point, all I can say is that the
schools will remain open. Unfortunately, the parents will have to ensure the transportation of their
students.”
Principals understand that if there is a strike, some families will face real challenges in getting students
to school, said Mr. Carson.
Even regular yellow buses may be late because of increased congestion on the roads.
“Principals will be monitoring the situation on a daily basis,” he said. “We recognize that students will
be late. We have to evaluate what to do to keep students successful.”
Meanwhile, school boards also recognize if they do succeed in getting an agreement from the OC
Transpo union, school start times may have to be changed to accommodate yellow bus schedules, which
will have to be planned around existing routes.
Mr. Carson said the board has already approached teachers’ federations about possibly changing start
times. “It has been preliminary,” he said.
Ottawa’s universities and colleges are reminding students that it will be business as usual even if there is
a strike, and students are reminded to make alternative arrangements to get to school on time for classes
and exams, while student associations have been setting up online ride boards for students who want to
carpool.
© Copyright (c) The Ottawa Citizen
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School buses cancelled
December 10, 2008 7:01 AM

OTTAWA — The city's public and Catholic school boards cancelled bus transportation Wednesday
morning because of the overnight winter storm that dumped as much as 30 centimetres of snow and
freezing rain. Buses have also been cancelled by the Catholic District School Board of Eastern Ontario,
the Upper Canada District School Board and Conseil des Ecoles Catholiques de Langue Francaise du
Centre-Est.
© Copyright (c) The Ottawa Citizen
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Breakdown
Ottawa's first transit strike in 12 years
By Jake Rupert, with files from Cassandra DrudiDecember 10, 2008

Brace yourselves.
The city's first transit strike in 12 years is under way after a last-ditch effort to avoid it yesterday failed.
The strike is expected to put 20 per cent more cars on the road today and, coupled with a serious winter
storm overnight, which is forecast to continue through this morning's rush hour, traffic across the city is
expected to move at a crawl.
City spokesman Michael FitzPatrick confirmed at 10:15 p.m. last night that no further talks between the
city and the union would take place and that the strike would happen.
"There will be a strike," he said.
In a late-night note informing the mayor and city councillors of the strike, Mr. FitzPatrick was concise.
"The purpose of this note is to inform you that the federal mediator has recently advised us that there is
no value in further discussions with him in regards to reaching a negotiated contract settlement," he said.
"Therefore, ATU local 279 will be on strike as of one minute past midnight tonight."
After it became clear nothing could avoid a strike, Mayor Larry O'Brien released a comment at 10:30
p.m.
"We urge all residents to be patient and safe during this unfortunate situation," said Mr. O'Brien.
"We made an offer to the union which we felt was fair and reasonable, and I'm disappointed that we
were unable to come to an agreement before the union chose to take this action."
Moments after midnight at the west-end Transpo garage on Queensview Drive, work continued as
normal for those working 7 p.m. and 11:30 p.m. shifts, which end at 3:30 a.m. and 8 a.m. respectively.
Gurinder Brar, a supervisor at the depot, said things inside were continuing as usual.
"Everything is working fine."
The last bus was to come in at about 2:30 in the morning, but no buses would leave today, he said.
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There were no signs of pickets early this morning.
The city's director of surface operations, John Manconi, said late yesterday that the municipality would
have every piece of equipment it can find working through the night to help limit the storm's impact on
the commute, but admitted travelling in the city today is likely to be very, very difficult.
"The key message is patience," he said. "Give yourselves extra time."
Mr. O'Brien is urging people to support each other while the strike continues.
"I call upon the community to come together," he said at a late-afternoon press conference. "For
neighbours to help neighbours and co-workers to help co-workers."
Meanwhile, at today's city council meeting, Innes Councillor Rainer Bloess will introduce a motion
calling on the federal government to declare transit an essential service and order the city's roughly
2,300 bus drivers, mechanics, and dispatchers back to work. This doesn't stand much of a chance,
however, because federal Labour Minister Rona Ambrose told the Citizen yesterday her government is
not prepared to do this.
The strike was called when a federal mediator tried and failed to re-start negotiations between the city
and the Amalgamated Transit Union Local 279 bargaining committee yesterday, despite both sides
saying the last thing they wanted was a work stoppage.
Union president André Cornellier said the city has forced his members' hands by treating them
differently than other city unionized workers and asking for them to give up too many rights.
"There are no winners in a situation like this, but we are exercising our right to strike. This is a part of
the negotiating process we didn't want to take, but the union has the support of its members and this is
what we are doing."
No talks between the union and city officials are scheduled.
The union has been without a contract since March, and the two sides have held talks off and on over the
months. Things heated up last week when the workers voted 98 per cent to reject a city offer and to give
their leadership a strike mandate.
Another offer made by the city over the weekend was rejected by union leaders Monday without taking
it to their members, and afterward the city took the step of communicating directly with workers by
mailing the offer to them and making its details public.
Mr. O'Brien and OC Transpo chief Alain Mercier said the offer was final, the city wasn't going to make
another one and that it would come off the table if not accepted by the strike deadline.
The main unresolved issues are wages, scheduling, sick leave and contracting out work.
The city is offering a three-year deal with three-, two- and two-per-cent wage increases in each year,
retroactive to April 1st and a one-time $2,000 signing bonus to each member.
The union is proposing a three-year contract with increases of 3.5 per cent in each year and has said they
will not accept smaller wage increases than other city unions have received recently, which are
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minimum three per cent per year.
The city is proposing to take some scheduling control away from workers in order to run operations
more efficiently, while saying it will respect booking seniority rights. The union wants to maintain the
current scheduling practices.
The city is looking to relax language about contracting out work, which prevents non-unionized workers
from performing some duties, too.
In an interview, Mr. O'Brien said nobody wanted a bus strike, but that with the city's finances tight, the
economy weakening, and several other city union contracts to be negotiated in 2009, the municipality
needs to control spending and not set a bad contractual precedent for the other negotiations.
He called the city's offer fair and said he and other city officials are perplexed that the union rejected the
latest offer.
Mr. Cornellier said a work stoppage is not something the union wants or is trying to provoke.
"We don't want to be here, but we want a fair deal," he said.
--Online
See breaking weather reports and traffic warnings, and what you'll need to know to survive your
commute. PLUS: Send us your weather and transit-strike related photographs to
hottips@thecitizen.canwest.com
© Copyright (c) The Ottawa Citizen
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$1M donation will buy students a lot of
homework help
Businessman wants to prevent children from just 'giving up'
By Megan HaynesDecember 10, 2008

From left, United
Way president and
CEO Michael Allen
and philanthropists
Jocelyne Greenberg
and Stephen
Greenberg help
Sadaf Mirzayee and
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Beatrice Parker with
their homework.
Photograph by : Jean Levac,
The Ottawa Citizen
Who knew doing homework could be so profitable?
Philanthropist Stephen Greenberg, president of Osgoode Properties, has donated $1 million to Ottawa's
United Way for its after-school homework club program.
Two clubs, operating at the Banff Avenue and Confederation community houses, will benefit from the
donation as a pilot project.
The clubs will be able to hire more full-time staff and get more resources to keep things running.
A homework club offers a safe place for young people to come after school to sit and do work and get
help from a tutor if needed, says Gwendy Herring, the homework supervisor at Banff Avenue
Community House.
"The biggest thing is, kids know they can have success. And to know at this young an age will stay with
them for the rest of their academic life," says Ms. Herring.
The money will be spread over 10 years, and the two clubs will each get about $250,000.
"We wanted to do something in the area of education and touch as many kids as possible. With
homework clubs we can reach 40 or 50 kids per club. Hopefully it (the pilot) will increase to four in a
year or two," says Mr. Greenberg.
When his children were in high school, he says he was able to give them the help they needed with their
schoolwork.
"When we couldn't help, which started around Grade 4 or 5 math, we were able to hire a tutor. Not every
child in our community gets that opportunity."
He says that after his children graduated from high school, he and his wife looked for a way to give less
privileged children the same opportunities.
"When you're having difficulty in school, and you come to a homework club to try and get help, and the
club doesn't have the resources to give the one-on-one attention you need, then sometimes the easiest
thing is just to give up."
Badhaso Roubbo, a 17-year-old high school senior, volunteers as a tutor with the homework club. He
says he's seen firsthand what happens when kids give up with school.
An old classmate of Badhaso dropped out in Grade 11. He was killed two weeks ago in a shooting on
Prince of Wales Drive.
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While this might be the extreme, Badhaso says without a proper education, people can end up at lowpaying jobs, and even on the streets.
When young people understand the work they are doing, they're more engaged and enjoy it more, which
usually keeps them in school, he says.
His father was his biggest supporter, but he says most young people who come for help have parents
who can't assist with their homework, either because they work or because they don't understand it
themselves.
Many have parents new to Canada, who might not understand the school system here, says Ms. Herring.
While Banff House has been doing a good job for years, organizers knew they needed more staff.
With Mr. Greenberg's donations, Ms. Herring says she can already see the difference. Banff House was
able to hire three more staff to help the students.
"We've been able to identify needs, connect with parents, and we have more time to sit down and teach
skills that we couldn't do before," she says. "And we've just seen the kids blossom under that."
The United Way funds 33 homework club spaces across the city.
© Copyright (c) The Ottawa Citizen
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From left, United Way president and CEO
Michael Allen and philanthropists Jocelyne
Greenberg and Stephen Greenberg help Sadaf
Mirzayee and Beatrice Parker with their
homework.
Photograph by : Jean Levac, The Ottawa Citizen
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Autisme et TOC: pas uniquement liés à la
naissance
Agence France-Presse
Washington
Certains troubles neurologiques tels
que l'autisme ou les troubles
obsessionnels compulsifs (TOC)
pourraient ne pas être uniquement
liés à la naissance, selon une étude
publiée mercredi dans la revue
spécialisée américaine Neuron.
L'étude, menée par des chercheurs
de l'université de New York sur les
neurosciences et du Baylor College
of Medicine, se base sur une
protéine appelée FKBP12, présente
à la fois chez l'homme et la souris.

Photo: Martin Tremblay, La Presse

Les chercheurs ont éliminé la
protéine chez des souris de
laboratoire. Or cette protéine régule
l'activité d'une enzyme agissant
directement sur les jonctions entre
les neurones, qui jouent donc un

rôle clef dans l'apprentissage et le processus de mémorisation.
L'enzyme en question, appelée mTOR, influe également sur la capacité d'un individu à répondre à des
changements d'environnement.
Une fois la protéine supprimée, les chercheurs ont constaté une augmentation du taux de mTOR, et
parallèlement, des altérations dans les échanges entre les neurones, et plus particulièrement dans la zone du
cerveau utilisée par la mémoire.
Les résultats ont ainsi montré une diminution de la capacité des souris à pouvoir analyser et répondre à des
situations inédites.
Placées par exemple dans un labyrinthe, les souris avaient tendance à refaire le trajet qu'elles avaient fait lors
d'un précédent exercice. Ce type de comportement est souvent observé chez les individus souffrant d'autisme ou
d'autres troubles neurologiques.
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«Nos résultats suggèrent que la FKBP12 régule les neurones» qui ont trait aux troubles neurologiques, dont
l'autisme, les TOC et la schizophrénie, explique le responsable de la recherche, Eric Klann, neuro-scientifique.
Or, il est habituellement entendu que ces troubles se sont développés avant la naissance, en raison de «facteurs
génétiques, hormonaux et environnementaux», poursuit-il.
Mais parce que «notre étude montre que la libération post-natale de l'enzyme mTOR peut entraîner» certains
troubles neurologiques, «elle remet en cause l'idée de comportements prédéterminés», conclut-il.
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Strike, storm lead to commuter chaos
By Blair CrawfordDecember 10, 2008 9:01 AM

A winters storm and a transit strike brought
commuting chaos to Ottawa on Wednesday
Photograph by : The Ottawa Citizen
OTTAWA — Residents woke up Wednesday morning to commuting hell with the city's first transit
strike in 12 years and a fierce winter storm that turned side streets into snowdrifts, cancelled school
buses for both the public and Catholic school boards and scrubbed or delayed flights out of Ottawa
airport.
The winter storm dumped as much as 30 centimetres of snow and freezing rain in some areas and is
expected to continue until at least mid-morning. The mess on the roads made coping with the transit
strike that much worse. The city expects the strike will add about 20 per cent more cars to the road as
OC Transpo's average weekday ridership of 369,000 find another way to get around.
There are a few bright spots, however. There will be no school buses on the road and the city has opened
up designated bus lanes for regular traffic. As well, Public Works has reopened two lanes on the
Chaudiere Bridge, which has been closed for a week after inspectors found serious flaws in the concrete.
Traffic will be limited to 40 km/h on the bridge and no vehicle over five tonnes will be allowed to cross.
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How are you surviving the transit strike?
December 10, 2008 9:00 AM

Ottawa is in the middle of its first transit strike in 12 years. How are you surviving. Send us your stories
and tips on how to cope. Are you car pooling? Walking? Or did you just stay home?
Got a secret commuting route to share? Got a gripe to get off your chest. This is your forum.
--Learn the latest developments, sign up for news alerts and share your views at our website, Ottawa's
most authoritative source for news on the OC Transpo labour dispute.
© Copyright (c) The Ottawa Citizen
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Going on strike when the public mood is cold
By Kelly EganDecember 10, 2008 10:00 AM

Kelly Egan
Photograph by : The
Ottawa Citizen
This is why people love to hate bus drivers. Their sense of timing.
It is mid-December, with winter in full bloom. Temperatures are swinging wildly. Snow is falling in
sheets or pellets or as freezing rain, gumming up the daily works.
The Queensway, at the slightest disruption, is a parking lot. The sudden closure of the Chaudière Bridge
has installed gridlock across downtown.
The Christmas rush, meanwhile, is at full steam. This week, the entire city is late for something -arriving wind-blown and harried.
The economy is heading south, in a hurry. In the workplace, raises are tiny or non-existent. Layoffs are
everywhere. Property taxes are headed north.
And the leadership of the union representing OC Transpo operators is looking at a seven-per-cent wage
increase, over three years, plus a $2,000 signing bonus, plus other smaller gains, and saying: No way.
You think traffic was bad this week? Throw 20 per cent more cars on the road, dozens of extra,
desperate cyclists, more crappy weather and begging wars for taxis.
Merry Christmas from OC Transpo -- need a transfer today?
The Amalgamated Transit Union has already lost the battle for hearts. The public's sympathy would fill
a thimble. There, it's gone.
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Here was ATU boss André Cornellier on why his members -- 2,300 bus drivers, dispatchers, and
mechanics -- voted 98 per cent against the city's offer.
"The city will not solve its budget problems on the back of my members," he said, referring to the city's
fiscal woes. "It's about respect and dignity."
Look, the times are bad. Why is it unreasonable to ask a large public-sector union to share the pain?
Seriously, it should all go on the taxpayer's back, the rider's shoulders?
The biggest union in town, the Public Service Alliance of Canada, just sealed a four-year deal with
increases of 2.3 per cent, 1.5, 1.5, and 1.5, well below what OC workers turned down.
It wasn't a great deal, but look around, PSAC president John Gordon urged. "It doesn't take a rocket
scientist to look at what the economy is doing right now in Canada and around the globe."
The matter of dignity and respect at OC is important but possibly off-topic.
There's the problem. It is difficult to put a value on those intangibles, just as it is near impossible to
write a resolution to those grievances into a collective bargaining agreement.
At the heart of a dispute is a struggle over work scheduling. But the rules are arcane and the public will
not engage in the minutia. In your workplace, do you choose your shifts?
This sabre-rattling is recurring pattern with the ATU and the city. Months of negotiating, then a period
of brinkmanship. Perhaps there is lots of blame to go around but the public, certainly, is growing weary
with the phoney drama.
Look at all the fuss caused this week. The city had to concoct an elaborate contingency plan. Thousands
of daily commuters had to cook up another way to work. Moms had to strategize to get to daycare.
Exam-stressed university students hardly need the aggravation. Businesses are dreading the loss of
human traffic. Large and small employers will need to jig and juggle schedules.
And for how long? In 1996, the strike lasted a little more than three weeks. At press time last night, who
could predict the duration?
We've seen this movie before.
In 2005, the union narrowly approved a deal that gave members an annual three-per-cent wage increase
in a three-year contract. The vote to approve was only 52 per cent and a strike loomed, within weeks.
In late 2002, the vote to strike was 97 per cent. It wasn't until February of 2003 that the contract was
finally ratified by 66.3 per cent of the voting members. It, too, was a three-year deal with wage increases
of three per cent.
It is interesting that Mr. Cornellier, on that occasion, had recommended members reject the vote.
In 1996, a strike by the ATU lasted 23 days. It was hugely disruptive. A federal mediator finally had to
be brought in to leverage a settlement but not before the regional chairman of the day, Peter Clark, was
put through the ringer.
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Transit in a city the size of Ottawa is an essential service. Perhaps it's time to treat it as such, with the
force of provincial legislation.
There will be calls, surely, for the right to strike to be revoked from transit operators.
In practical terms, this is the situation in Toronto. In April, 9,000 workers walked off the job on a Friday
night, startling riders.
The Ontario legislature did not waste a moment. MPPs held a rare session on a Sunday and legislated
the strikers back to work in time for the Monday morning rush-hour.
There is never a good time for a transit strike. But there is a worst one. Quite possibly, last night was it.
Contact Kelly Egan at 613-726-5896 or by e-mail, kegan@thecitizen.canwest.com
--Read the latest news on the Ottawa transit strike and sign up for e-mail news alerts.
ottawacitizen.com
© Copyright (c) The Ottawa Citizen
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