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Sending francophone immigrants out of Quebec a
'stupid' policy
U of O scholar says 'irresponsible' program actually
results in anglicization
Kate Jaimet
The Ottawa Citizen
Wednesday, December 19, 2007

The federal government is pursuing an
"irresponsible" policy of recruiting
francophone immigrants to minority
French communities in English Canada
when it should be sending them instead to
the more robust francophone regions of
Quebec, New Brunswick, and Eastern
Ontario, a controversial University of
Ottawa professor argues in a forthcoming
journal.
In his article, "The contribution of
immigration to franco-phone populations
outside Quebec," to be published in the
journal Francophonies d'Amérique,
adjunct professor Charles Castonguay
argues that a large proportion of
francophone immigrants become
anglicized when they move to small
French communities in Canada, and end
up bolstering the English-speaking
population rather than the Frenchspeaking minority.

CREDIT: John Kenney, The Montreal
Gazette
If the federal government is serious about
recruiting francophone immigrants, it
should encourage them to settle in
traditional French-speaking areas like the
village shown above, says Charles
Castonguay, not where francophones are
in the minority

"It's a stupid program," Mr. Castonguay said in an interview. "We're wasting our
bloody money here, because we're actually recruiting anglophones."
But Commissioner of Official Languages Graham Fraser defended the immigration
policy.
"I think it's absolutely critical for the future of French-speaking minority
communities across Canada that they have access to immigration, to a stream of
newcomers," Mr. Fraser said.
Francophonies d'Amérique, a journal put out by the University of Ottawa's Research
Centre on French-Canadian Civilization, will publish Mr. Castonguay's article in
January -- the same month that former New Brunswick Premier Bernard Lord gives
his recommendations to Prime Minister Stephen Harper on minority language
policy.
Immigration has been a component of language policy at least since 2001, when
Parliament passed the Immigration and Refugee Protection Act identifying one of
the objectives of immigration as: "to support and assist the development of
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minority official languages communities in Canada."
In 2003, then-intergovernmental affairs minister Stéphane Dion launched the
Liberal government's "Action Plan for Official Languages," which dedicated $9
million over five years toward recruiting immigrants to minority-language
communities.
And in September 2006, the Conservative government furthered the policy by
launching its "Strategic Plan to Foster Immigration to Francophone Minority
Communities." The plan aimed to increase the numbers of francophones settling
outside Quebec, by actively recruiting immigrants, refugees, and international
students and offering them more health, legal, and employment services in French.
The target was to attract between 8,000 and 10,000 French-speaking immigrants a
year to francophone communities outside of Quebec.
Perhaps as a measure of the success of these programs, the census results show
that the number of francophone immigrants settling outside Quebec rose from
7,500 between 1996 and 2001, to 9,350 between 2001 and 2006.
But Mr. Castonguay says his analysis shows that within about 20 years of
immigrating to Canada, a large proportion of francophones outside Quebec adopt
English as their primary language.
"We're not really helping the French minorities by recruiting international
immigrants to go to places where they're going to assimilate (to English) anyway,"
he said.
In his article, Mr. Castonguay used data from the 2001 census to look at the
language most commonly used at home by francophone immigrants aged 45 to 54.
Reasoning that most immigrants arrive at about age 30, this age bracket would
identify their switch in language after 15 to 25 years in Canada, Mr. Castonguay
said.
He found that in six provinces -- Newfoundland, Nova Scotia, Ontario,
Saskatchewan, Alberta, and B.C. -- more than 50 per cent of francophone
immigrants in that age bracket spoke mainly English at home. The rate stood at 43
per cent in P.E.I., 46 per cent in Manitoba, and 20 per cent in New Brunswick.
The anglicization rate in the Ottawa metropolitain area was 32 per cent.
Equivalent data from the 2006 census are not yet available, but a report put out by
Statistics Canada Dec. 11 found that the percentage of people outside of Quebec
who use French as their main home language declined from 2.7 per cent in 2001 to
2.5 per cent in 2006, continuing a downward trend that has existed since 1971.
Based on his results, Mr. Castonguay argues that the federal government should
redirect its immigration program to steer francophone immigrants toward Quebec,
New Brunswick, and eastern Ontario, where anglicization rates are lower and they
have a better chance of both retaining their own language, and augmenting the
French-speaking community.
"To persist in using francophone immigration in order to maintain the illusion of
viable francophone populations everywhere in Canada, would mean to continue
wasting a precious resource," his article concludes.
But the Official Languages Commissioner said it's far too early to declare the
immigration program a failure.
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"Whether a community continues to keep its language is something that gets
answered in generations, not in one-year slices or even five-year slices," Mr. Fraser
said.
He said he's witnessed positive signs of francophone immigration in provinces such
as Manitoba.
"I have walked through neighbourhoods in St. Boniface, where I have seen fiveand six- and seven-year-old kids who were clearly not descendants of the
voyageurs, just from the colour of their skin, speaking French," he said.
"Increasingly French-language schools are enrolling, teaching, and graduating
students who have African names, Arabic names, European names, Asian names."
Lise Routhier-Boudreau, president of the Société des communautés francophones et
acadiennes du Canada, said that Mr. Castonguay's use of home language as a
measure of anglicization doesn't paint an accurate portrait of life in francophone
minority communities.
"One can very well speak another language at home with one's spouse and still
work entirely in French and fully support the development and the growth of the
French community," she said.
She added that there have been positive results in communities where government
investments have allowed for more French-language services such as day cares,
schools, health facilities, and immigrant integration services.
Quebec immigration minister Yolande James refused to wade into the debate over
federal immigration policy.
But Parti Québécois immigration critic Martin Lemay said he was inclined to agree
with Mr. Castonguay.
"The reason francophone immigrants immigrate to Quebec is that the French
language is primordial here, whereas in other communities, unfortunately, the use
of French is not very strong," he said.
He added that Quebec is already making efforts to attract more francophone
immigrants.
"It's clear that if the federal government pursues this policy -- because the pool of
francophones not very big -- it will harm the Quebec strategy."
© The Ottawa Citizen 2007
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Residents wary of heavier traffic at former
Laurentian High School site
Developer hears concerns about potential big-box
project
Laura Drake
The Ottawa Citizen
Wednesday, December 19, 2007

An increased traffic burden was the main concern expressed by the 60 or so people
who attended a public meeting last night on the future of the former Laurentian
High School property at Baseline Road and Clyde Avenue.
"There's a lot of cars right now, so if you add that extra load onto the streets, it
becomes a safety concern," said Bruce Rae, an area resident.
The Ottawa-Carleton District School Board closed Laurentian High School in 2005
due to declining attendance. It sold the 15-acre property in July for $21.26 million
to SmartCentres, a Toronto-based real-estate developer that specializes in big-box
developments anchored by Wal-Mart stores.
College Ward Councillor Rick Chiarelli said he would like to ask City Hall's planning
department to make a secondary plan for the area encompassing the former high
school in the next couple of months. He said that would address the traffic
problems in the area irrespective of what happens with SmartCentres' land, but
would also help shape the development.
The developer has not yet submitted a re-zoning application to the planning and
environment committee, which would outline its exact plans for the property.
SmartCentres vice-president Dennis Eberhard attended the meeting last night, a
move applauded by River Ward Councillor Maria McRae, who hosted the meeting.
"They're here to listen," Ms. McRae said of the developer. "It's unprecedented for a
developer to come to a community before submitting an application for rezoning."
Ms. McRae said she has been working closely with the developers and has
expressed her concern to them about the development being overly commercial,
calling a 100-per-cent commercial development a "worst-case scenario."
"I highly doubt they have enough space to do 100-per-cent commercial and if they
do, they'll have to get through me," she said. The property is located at one edge
of River Ward, with College Ward and Knoxdale-Merivale Ward adjacent.
The possibility of large retailers taking over the area was also a concern to the
community members who ventured out to the Alexander Community Centre in the
snow last night.
"If there's big-box stores from Maitland all the way up Merivale Road, it becomes a
big-box ghetto," said Kathy Yach, president of the Copeland Park Community
Alliance.
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There will be a second meeting in the spring for the developer to bring its plan to
the community before an application is made to the planning and environment
committee, Ms. McRae said.
© The Ottawa Citizen 2007
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Popsicle melts the hearts of schoolchildren
Cat who was found frozen in snowbank pays visit to
Morewood school
William Lin
The Ottawa Citizen
Wednesday, December 19, 2007

MOREWOOD - When the Grade 1 and 2
pupils in this town's only school heard
the story of a near-frozen cat dubbed
Popsicle, who miraculously survived,
they were moved.
Six-year-old Taylor James-Rousson was
so touched she even had a dream about
her.
"It was about what happened to
Popsicle. I found her frozen in the
snowbank. And she got better," she
said.
The class decided to send a letter,
including drawings of Popsicle and treats
for the cat to the Ottawa Humane
Society, where the cat was being cared
for after being found in a snowbank.
Little did Taylor and her classmates
know that the cat of their dreams would
drop by to visit them yesterday
afternoon.

CREDIT: Wayne Cuddington, The Ottawa
Citizen
Eight-year-old Rebecca Skuce pets
Popsicle, the cat saved from certain death
after she was found frozen in a snowbank,
during a visit to Morewood Public School in
Morewood by the Ottawa Humane Society
yesterday. The children had sent a letter
asking about the cat along with some kitty
treats, prompting the visit.

Out of more than 100 letters and e-mails they have received about Popsicle, the
children's package stood out, said Tara Jackson, the humane society's
spokeswoman.
Inside Morewood Public School, Christine Wheeler, Popsicle's temporary foster
parent and a humane society employee, gingerly pulled Popsicle out of her
carrier.
The children gathered around on their knees, inching closer, their eyes widening.
They lined up to pet the cat.
"Kitty, kitty," one pupil said.
"I know how to speak cat language!" boasted seven-year-old Austin Robinson.
"Why isn't he frozen?" another pupil innocently asked.
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Popsicle looked around, unsure of where she was -- still a bit shy, underweight
and skittish.
Ms. Wheeler said she's "amazed" at her recovery.
"When I first got her home, she was extremely quiet ... but quite affectionate,"
she said.
She still needs to gain some weight -- although she was heavier than the
estimated kilogram and a half that she weighed after being rescued.
"I like Popsicle because she's a cat and I love cats and she makes me happy. She
makes me feel good inside," Taylor said.
© The Ottawa Citizen 2007
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Teacher denies student sex
Says accuser was never, to his knowledge, in his
house, provides partial alibi
By JACK WALKER, SUN MEDIA
BROCKVILLE -- A Brockvillle high school teacher has flatly denied having sexual relations with a female
student.
"No, I did not,'' Andrew Jackson kept repeating yesterday when asked if he had kissed the girl, taken her to
his bedroom and had sexual intercourse with her.
Jackson, 35, a history and sociology teacher at Thousand Islands Secondary School, was suspended with
pay after the allegations surfaced in November 2005. He's pleaded not guilty to a charge of sexual
exploitation while in a position of trust or authority.
The woman, now 20, testified earlier that she had sex with the accused nine days before turning 18. She said
she drove to Jackson's home June 6, 2005 after she called him on her cellphone.
They immediately began kissing and Jackson then led her to his bedroom where he undressed her and
stripped himself, she said. After putting on a condom, the pair had intercourse.
The next day, the complainant said Jackson approached her in a hallway at the school and told her "what
happened yesterday was wrong and that it shouldn't have happened.''
TOOK HER TO BEDROOM
In her testimony, the former student said she'd been to the teacher's home on two previous occasions where
he kissed her and took her to the bedroom. The second incident of sexual intercourse took place after she
turned 18, she said.
The accused regularly played poker with the complainant's father and initially her parents decided not to
report the incidents to school officials. They changed their mind when their daughter continued to suffer
anxiety attacks after graduating from the school and left the area to attend college.
Jackson, who coached the boys' basketball and football teams, dismissed all the allegations as untrue. He
provided alibi evidence for some of the incidents, saying he had a birthday dinner with his mother on one
occasion and was out of town with friends on another.
He was unable to account for his whereabouts on the June 6 date but denied anything happened between
them.
Jackson said he had never invited the student to his house and that to his knowledge, she was never inside
the residence.
Under cross-examination, he conceded the complainant had drawn a fairly accurate description of the layout
of his residence, including listing a number of items in his bedroom such a reversible comforter on his bed
and a picture of two dolphins on the wall.
Jackson also denied receiving any phone calls from the student during the time of the alleged affair despite
phone records showing she called his home 23 times in a one-month period. One of the calls lasted 37
minutes.
Jackson also contradicted the testimony of another student who testified the teacher had similarly invited her
into his home after she had accompanied him to an out-of-town basketball game.
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The trial continues tomorrow when the prosecution and defence present final arguments.

http://www.ottawasun.com/News/National/2007/12/19/pf-4731390.html

2007-12-19

CANOE -- Ottawa Sun: - Cops teach parents signs kids are in gang

Page 1 sur 1

December 19, 2007

Cops teach parents signs kids are in
gang
By SUN MEDIA
A new education campaign by Ottawa police points out the signs of street gang activity.
The "gang card," which will soon be available at police stations, tells parents what to look for if they believe
their children are mixed up in the criminal underworld.
"This is a simple and effective prevention tool that can help parents assess the risk with their own kids and
react to potential gang involvement," Chief Vernon White said. "This is also a tool to raise awareness with all
family members and the community about what to watch for in children."
Tips include: Watching to see if children conceal personal items, paying attention to kids having large sums
of money from an unexplained source and seeing if children wear gang-specific colours.
More information is available at www.ottawapolice.ca/gangs.
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