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La CSDM songe à imposer le vouvoiement
Montréal

La Commission scolaire de Montréal (CSDM) songe à ramener le vouvoiement
dans tous ses établissements.
La présidente de la CSDM, Diane De Courcy, a indiqué qu'elle planche actuellement sur
une politique du civisme. Différentes pistes, comme des codes de vie plus stricts ou
l'obligation du vouvoiement, seront étudiées au cours des prochains mois. La CSDM
tiendra aussi un forum sur le civisme en janvier 2009.
Mme De Courcy estime que des écoliers qui s'adressent à des adultes comme à un
camarade, des jeunes qui utilisent un langage vulgaire et d'autres qui ignorent quand il
faut s'excuser sont autant de signes que la politesse est en perte de vitesse dans les
écoles.
La présidente de la commission scolaire juge que le manque de civisme peut nourrir la
violence.
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Les étudiants de l'Université d'Ottawa dénoncent un
code de conduite
Geneviève Lasalle

La Presse Canadienne
Ottawa

«On décode!». Le slogan est clair. Les étudiants de l'Université d'Ottawa
rejettent fermement le code de conduite proposé par la direction et comptent
prendre les grands moyens afin d'empêcher son adoption.
Quelque 1700 personnes ont déjà signé une pétition contre le document et une
coalition planifie une manifestation pour vendredi, sur le terrain de l'institution.
La porte-parole du groupe, Mireille Gervais, propose ainsi aux étudiants de venir
célébrer leurs «derniers jours de liberté».
S'il est adopté, le code imposerait entre autres des pénalités aux personnes qui
«perturbent les activités de l'université», «possèdent une arme», «ont une conduite
déplacée» ou «dorment sur la propriété de l'université».
Les sanctions envisagées vont jusqu'à la révocation de bourses, à la suspension et à
l'expulsion des contrevenants.
Selon les étudiants, les dispositions du code laissent une large place à l'interprétation
en plus de brimer la liberté d'expression.
La coalition a déjà fait connaître ses revendications. Outre l'abolition définitive du code,
elle demande la nomination d'un ombudsman et veut l'adoption d'une charte des droits
des étudiants.
Le vice-recteur Robert Major souligne que le code s'inspire de documents semblables
en vigueur dans une dizaine d'universités canadiennes.
Selon lui, il est nécessaire que les établissements d'enseignement se munissent d'une
réglementation pouvant pénaliser des gestes inacceptables.
Il rappelle que deux étudiants en droit ont déjà tiré sur une foule avec des fusils à air
comprimé, il y a quelques années alors que l'université n'avait pas de politique pour les
sanctionner.
A son avis, rien dans le code ne vient compromettre le droit qu'ont les étudiants de se
rencontrer ou d'organiser des manifestations légales et rien ne vient inhiber le droit de
parole.
Il ajoute que le document n'est pas là pour faciliter la vie de l'administration, mais
plutôt pour faire en sorte que la population étudiante puisse travailler dans un milieu
respectueux qui favorise le développement intellectuel.
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Algonquin leads way as environmental
pact signatory
By AEDAN HELMER
Ottawa's post-secondary schools are pointing students down the path of environmental sustainability, and
they are leading by example.
Last year, Algonquin College became the first college in Canada to sign the Talloires Declaration, an
international agreement incorporating sustainability and environmental literacy in teaching, research,
operations and outreach.
New programs have been added to the curriculum, including Green Business Management, Green
Architecture and Outdoor Adventure Naturalist.
The school also set about retrofitting the campus with energy-saving light bulbs, and launched a partnership
with Direct Energy Business Services to reduce consumption of water and gas.
Now Mike Rushton, Algonquin College's Environmental Steering Committee co-chair, boasts a usage
reduction of 22%, saving more than $600,000 annually.
"Starting immediately these reductions result in a net reduction of 12,000 tonnes of greenhouse gases per
year that would otherwise have been emitted into the atmosphere," said Rushton in a statement.
At the University of Ottawa, students were invited to take action yesterday at an Earth Day brown bag lunch
and e-waste collection drive.
The university funds two full-time staff members to co-ordinate sustainability efforts.
"We want to show how we make these sustainability programs work so people can implement them in their
own homes," said Danny Albert, campus sustainable transportation co-ordinator.
"Your environmental footprint is made 24 hours a day, and we want to show that link."
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Carleton to review intervention policy
Move prompted by death of 18-year-old who sought help
for depression
Pauline Tam
The Ottawa Citizen
Wednesday, April 23, 2008

Officials at Carleton University say they are reviewing the way they intervene when
students show up on campus suffering from depression, anxiety and other mental-health
problems following the apparent death of Nadia Kajouji.
Since Sunday, when a body believed to be that of the 18-year-old Carleton student was
discovered along the Rideau River, troubling details have emerged about Ms. Kajouji's
state of mind leading up to her March 9 disappearance. They have also raised questions
about how universities in general respond to students in crisis.
The review of student services, part of a wider probe into campus safety and security at
Carleton, could include ways to make health, counselling and academic support services
more seamless, said Feridun Hamdullahpur, Carleton's academic vice-president.
Having a "one-stop shop" where students could access all kinds of support services
would allow the university to better identify students at risk of harming themselves or
others, Mr. Hamdullahpur suggested.
"The entire student-advising sector is under review," Mr. Hamdullahpur said in an
interview yesterday. "I think students can benefit from walking into one stop for help."
Similar approaches are just starting at other Ontario universities -- one of the lessons
learned from the massacre last April at Virginia Tech.
"You need these integrated teams to triage cases where students are popping up at
different services across campus," said Phil Wood, dean of students at McMaster
University, which has introduced a one-stop service.
"Often, a student may show up at a faculty office because he or she is failing, but the
root cause of their problem is really a mental-health issue. This gives us a way to flag
those individuals and get them the help they need."
Carleton officials have been under pressure to explain how, despite evidence that Ms.
Kajouji had been struggling in school, taking anti-depressants, seeing a counsellor and
discussing suicide, the university did not appear to inform her parents about their
troubled daughter.
Mohamad Kajouji has said he was in the dark about his daughter's state of mind until
she disappeared. He said many people -- friends, acquaintances and even Carleton
security guards -- have since told him his daughter was suicidal and that she was being
treated by a doctor at campus health services.
Suzanne Blanchard, Carleton's associate vice-president of student support services,
would not comment on Ms. Kajouji's case. But she indicated that provincial privacy laws
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prevent university officials from telling parents about their children's mental-health
problems.
Only in a "crisis situation" would officials be allowed to reveal that information, said Ms.
Blanchard. She declined to say whether Ms. Kajouji was considered to be in crisis.
"We've looked through everything that we have provided for her ... and we really feel
that we've done everything for her," Ms. Blanchard told reporters.
Yet following the shooting rampages at Virginia Tech and, more recently, Northern
Illinois University, the duty of universities to balance a student's right to privacy with
broader safety concerns is being scrutinized at campuses across Canada and the U.S.
In both cases, the gunmen had been treated for mental illness. After the Virginia Tech
shootings, a government report that was highly critical of the university's response
noted that despite knowing about the gunman's history of bizarre behaviour, school
officials misinterpreted privacy laws as forbidding any exchange of a student's mentalhealth information. U.S. federal privacy laws would have allowed school officials to share
that information with police.
An expert panel of Ontario university officials is studying whether provincial privacy laws
allow universities to alert police about confidential information concerning students at
risk of violence.
The issue has garnered attention as universities nationwide report a dramatic increase in
students suffering from mental illness.
The growing debate is accompanied by little consensus on how schools might spot
warning signs in students and intervene. And while many advocates welcome the
dialogue about mental illness, others worry that increased scrutiny will lead to more
secrecy, not less.
Ms. Blanchard said universities who don't respect the privacy of their students' health
information risk driving them away from the very services designed to help them.
Indeed, the only time privacy laws allow universities to disclose a student's mentalhealth information is if they are deemed to be in "clear and imminent danger" to
themselves or others, said Donald Martin, director of counselling services at the
University of Ottawa.
"Typically, a person would have to say that they themselves don't feel safe and that they
might try something in the near future. That's clear and imminent."
Mr. Martin said his department typically invokes that criteria to intervene about 10 times
a year. In such cases, the most common intervention is referring a student immediately
to a doctor or psychiatrist. In other cases, police are called to ensure the student hasn't
caused harm.
While most universities have similar protocols in place, the choice of whether to
intervene is ultimately a judgment call, said Mr. Martin.
"I'd rather err on the side of caution. I'd rather have the potential of a lawsuit on me
than to have a dead student."
© The Ottawa Citizen 2008
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World is in their hands
Students get education in environment
By AEDAN HELMER, SUN MEDIA
When going green, it only makes sense to start at the grassroots.
The next generation of green thumbs is learning about environmental stewardship from the ones they
connect with most -- not their teachers, politicians or celebrities, but their peers.
Almost every school in the Ottawa-Carleton District School Board now boasts an EarthCARE team led by
student volunteers, tackling projects that range from tree planting to recycling, to water and energy
conservation.
Students lead the charge in almost every project, with teachers offering their time in an advisory capacity.
LEADING BY EXAMPLE
"If you give students ownership of the project, they'll take off with it so much better than if you try to mandate
the rules yourself," said Rueben Cooke, a Colonel By math teacher who supervises the school's EarthCARE
team. "And I think our students are learning the value of leading by example."
In many schools, the three "Rs" of old -- reading, writing and arithmetic -- have been supplanted by the new
mantra of reduce, reuse, recycle.
Students revel in the empowerment that comes with membership in the EarthCARE team. Roaming hallways
and classrooms tracking down environmental offenders, students hand out failing report cards to teachers
who leave lights and computers on after hours, or to those caught with "contaminated" recycling bins.
"We always have that notion of superiority or authority with teachers, but when we're talking about the
environment we're dealing on an equal level where we have to feed back on each other," said Tanya Tran,
Col. By's EarthCARE team leader. "Everyone's involvement is equal whether it be students or teachers."
Colonel By's team, nicknamed FROGG, or Friends Reaching Out for Greener Growth, is just one of dozens
of teams in elementary and secondary schools across the board that will celebrate Earth Week with a variety
of activities.
"It's been proven year after year that students are great ambassadors for environmental stewardship," said
Rose-Marie Batley, executive director of EarthCARE Canada.
ENERGY SAVINGS
The program was developed a decade ago by Ameresco Canada, a leading facilities renewal group, through
their Better Schools Partnership.
"We were trying to become more attuned to what makes a better learning environment," said Dave Seymour,
Ameresco Canada vice-president, eastern region. "There are technical improvements, but we also try to
address the behavioural concerns."
The program is funded by the school board, but the investment is offset largely through energy bill savings.
In five years, the LOCO (lights off, computers off) program has boasted more than $5 million in energy
savings for the board.
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But the best part, said Batley, is that the students bring their environmental activism home to effect change in
the household and community.
"It starts with a lot of little things," said Batley. "But when you're talking about 70,000 students it can become
very significant."
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