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Baseball community mourns teen player 
16-year-old killed in Hwy. 148 collision with tractor-
trailer 

 
Tuesday, November 25, 2008 
 

Fellow students and members of Ottawa's baseball community are mourning a young 
ballplayer killed in a collision Sunday afternoon on Quebec's Highway 148, between 
Thurso and Plaisance. 

Michael Czyzewski, 16, of Gloucester, a Grade 11 student at Ecole secondaire 
catholique Franco-Cité, died when the car in which he was a passenger collided with 
the wheels of a tractor-trailer. 

The youth baseball community yesterday remembered Michael as a good guy who 
loved baseball and always had something funny to say. 

"It's quite a shock," said Ian Thomson, the coach for the South Ottawa Blues, who 
worked with Michael. "I feel very badly for his family." 

Michael played baseball for his high school and was also a long-time member of the 
South Ottawa Little League. He and his South Ottawa Blues teammates won the 2008 
City of Ottawa Little League Senior Championship. 

Members of the ball community said Michael came from a baseball-oriented family 
and never missed a game or practice. 

"This is a tragic loss for his family," said Wendy Thomson, president of the South 
Ottawa Little League. "My thoughts and prayers are with them all." 

Mr. Thomson said Michael had been with the league for roughly a decade and was 
well-liked by his team members. 

"He plays taller than he stands," said Mr. Thomson. 

Quebec police are still investigating, but have said the accident was probably caused 
by driver distraction. Michael had been sitting in the backseat of a vehicle driven by 
his 26-year-old brother, who was treated for shock, but suffered no injuries. Another 
male passenger suffered several fractures. The driver of the tractor-trailer was 
uninjured. 

At Michael's school, a team of counsellors, including social workers and psychologists, 
was sent yesterday by Le Conseil des écoles catholiques de langue française du 
Centre-Est. All tests and activities in Grade 11 were postponed to give students time 
to consult with the professionals. 

More than 1,000 students attend the grades-7-through-12 school. 

"He was at school since Grade 7, so he was quite well-known. As well, a lot of his 
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classmates were in elementary school with him, so you can imagine the impact on the 
school," said Roxanne Deevey, director of communications with the school board. 

Students have been invited to help plan a ceremony tomorrow to commemorate 
Michael's life, and a book for student thoughts has been set up. The high school will 
also retire Michael's baseball jersey. 

"He was a very good player," said Ms. Deevey. 
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By TIM BAINES, SPORTS EDITOR 

Michael Czyzewski was never the most talented kid on the field ... and he didn't have much height -- he 
maybe grew to a bit more than 5 1/2 feet.  

But there was just something about him, something that endeared him to baseball coaches in the South 
Ottawa Little League.  

Maybe it was the smile -- the loopy grin that would wrap itself around the peach fuzz that covered his lip. Or 
maybe it was the sense of humour that went along with the smile.  

Maybe it was the way he approached the game of baseball -- it was the Pete Rose philosophy, to borrow a 
bad cliche, 110% all the time. His mother Pat probably washed his uniform after every game. It just wouldn't 
have seemed like Michael had even been in the game if there wasn't some dirt on his blue-pinstriped white 
uniform.  

Or maybe it was because Michael was the underdog. A quick look at his stature would have made him an 
easy cut from a competitive summer ball team. But coaches couldn't cut him. Not after they saw him play. 
Not after they saw the determination, the hustle -- the boy who so badly wanted to be better, to be a 
difference-maker, to get the big barrel of the bat squarely on the baseball and watch it soar over the fence.  

Michael Czyzewski died on Sunday. He was just 16.  

He was heading back to Ottawa when the car he was a passenger in went out of control, at about 3 p.m., 
near Thurso. Police say the car swerved toward the gravel on the side of the road, back onto the road and 
into the wheels of a tractor trailer. The car didn't have a chance. Neither did Michael.  

I'm so sad. Tears are rolling down my face as I write this. How can he be dead? Why him? Why now?  

I'm supposed to be impartial. As a reporter, I'm supposed to break down the news in a robotic kind of way, 
with no emotion. But how can I not be torn up by the death of a 16-year-old baseball player? Not when I 
knew him. Not when I saw him almost every day for two months of the year. I coached Michael for two years. 
One of those teams, the South Ottawa Blues Majors, won a district championship four years ago. Through 
the victories and defeats, there was one constant -- Michael's grin.  

When we advanced to the provincials with a win over Gloucester, Michael smiled that smile. He jumped up 
and down with the rest of us as we celebrated our success. He was so happy to play a role.  

When our season finished, Michael was one of the first guys to walk up and shake my hand: "Thanks 
Coach!" He was sincere and he was beaming. Ah, that smile! The coaches knew he wanted to play more, 
that he longed to be the guy who drove in the game-winning run. But he didn't complain. He just smiled.  

FOUND WAY TO PLAY BIGGER  

"He wasn't one of the bigger guys on the team, but he always found a way to play bigger," said Ian Thomson, 
who coached Michael for four years of Little League, including this past season on a Senior team which won 
the city championship. "I know the guys on the team enjoyed him. He always had a wisecrack. He made the 
guys laugh and it could really break the tension on the bench."  

The next time I park my butt on a lawn chair at the Kilborn diamonds, it'll be hard not to think about Michael. 
As I gaze onto the field, I'll visualize him taking his spot at second base, teeth gritted as he fields a ball. Then 
I'll see his fist pumping as the throw beats the runner to first base. I'll see how he celebrates each out and 
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We'll miss you, Michael 
South Ottawa Little Leaguer wasn't the tallest, but 
he had plenty of desire and a huge smile 
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each run we score.  

WE LOSE PERSPECTIVE  

Sometimes we lose perspective on why our kids play sports. We like to think it's all about winning 
championships and putting trophies in a display case ... to play in the Major Leagues ... or the NHL. We push 
and push to the point where sometimes our kids don't love the game anymore.  

But Michael's love for the game was pure. He wasn't going to get a college baseball scholarship and he 
wasn't going to play in the Majors. But that didn't stop him from dreaming. And he played baseball the way it 
was meant to be played. With zest and passion.  

No, he wasn't the most talented ... or the biggest. But he wanted to succeed in the worst way. And he wanted 
to be liked.  

"Some of the guys I've coached in hockey have gone on to junior ... and some of the baseball kids go on to 
get scholarships," said Thomson. "This is just a reminder that bad things happen in life, too. This is just so 
sad."  

There's a second part to the story. Police say that Michael's 26-year-old brother Nick, a genuinely terrific 
person, was at the wheel of the car on Sunday.  

Michael adored Nick, who got closer to his brother by becoming a Little League coach. Now Nick has to deal 
with the tragedy, the death of the brother he so deeply cared for ... and it will be tougher than any of us could 
know.  

If you know Nick, reach out ... give him all the support and love you can. He'll need it. Like those of us who 
knew Michael, he'll wonder why ... how something so horrible could happen so quickly. So unfairly.  

Those of us who knew Michael will never forget the impact he made on us in such a short time (no pun 
intended). God be with you, Michael. You will be missed.  
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Fournir ses empreintes digitales pour 
récupérer ses enfants à la garderie 

Les parents d'enfants confiés à 
certaines garderies berlinoises vont 
bientôt devoir donner leurs 
empreintes digitales pour récupérer 
leur progéniture et éviter ainsi les 
enlèvements. 

Dix-sept garderies relevant de 
l'Église luthérienne à Berlin vont 
participer à un programme de trois 
mois, au cours desquels les parents 
laisseront leurs empreintes digitales 
en déposant leurs enfants et 
devront montrer patte blanche pour 
les récupérer, selon les 
responsables de l'Association 
protestante des garderies. 

«Le matin les parents poseront le 
doigt sur une machine en amenant 

leurs enfants. Le soir, ils seront contrôlés par scanner pour les récupérer», a déclaré lundi Kathrin Janert, 
directrice de la garderie de Schöneberg à la radio RBB. 

Copyright © 2000-2008 Cyberpresse Inc., une filiale de Gesca. Tous droits réservés. 
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Teachers should take the deal 

 
Tuesday, November 25, 2008 
 

Times are tough all over. Tens of thousands of Ontario auto workers wonder if their 
paycheques are likely to continue to appear. Owners of the Detroit Three parts 
suppliers wonder if their customers will continue buying their products. 

This economic distress runs down the food chain from company presidents to the 
proprietor of the corner store. 

Others, still with jobs, are forced to take wage freezes because the company still is a 
tad short. Then there are the under-employed -- good people who have lost their 
lifetime careers due to the current financial woes who find themselves doing labour for 
which they did not train. 

Then we have Ontario's public school teachers. There was a time when the school 
teacher came into town from more educated locales to stay with a family for room and 
board and a few pennies for teaching. For many years, teaching was an under-valued 
profession. 

Not so today. The Ontario government has told teachers they have less than one week 
to sign contracts or they will lose a 12-per-cent raise over four years. That's a 
generous offer in today's lowered expectations. Most employees in this economic 
climate would grab a deal like that with hands and teeth and hold on for dear life. But 
not our teachers. 

An agreement would see the best-paid elementary teacher receiving $94,000 a year 
at the end of the contract. That's with a gold-plated retirement and benefit scheme 
plus generous holidays. Teachers become angry when envious taxpayers mention their 
vacations because they argue that they work many hours of unpaid overtime 
throughout the school year. They do ... and so do other managers and professionals 
who take work home on weekends or evenings, many of whom earn much less than 
$96,000 a year. 

The teachers maintain they will hold firm on their demand to see a $900-million 
funding gap closed between elementary and secondary students. That's a noble 
pursuit but the provincial deficit is already at $500 million and that's before the 
decreased revenue from the out-of-work begins to appear on Queen's Park's ledger. 
Or before the cost of providing support to the Detroit Three shows in the budget. Or 
before infrastructure building runs into the billions of dollars. 

Most people don't believe the myths that those who can, do, and those who can't, 
teach. Those same people don't buy into the idea that teachers are insulated from the 
real world. But listening to the arguments of elementary school teachers now makes 
one wonder if the ivory tower now extends to the playgrounds of our neighbourhood 
public schools. 

This is not a time for a strike. Ontarians are suffering enough. Teachers are treated 
very well by this offer and Ontario can't afford to make up the gap between the levels 
of education. 
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