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Rust another foe for Ottawa schools in boys hockey 
Roster problems compounded by midget playoffs 

 
Thursday, April 03, 2008 
 

The challenges seemed formidable for four Ottawa-area teams yesterday as they 
approached their opening games in the Ontario Federation of School Athletic Associations 
boys' hockey championships. 

The John McCrae Bulldogs and St. Matthew Tigers were seeded 14th and 16th, 
respectively, among the 20 AAA/AAAA teams, while the Louis Riel Rebelles and Garneau 
Gaulois held the same rankings in the 20-team A/AA tournament. Their opponents were 
medal favourites seeded either first or third. 

McCrae and Riel hadn't played a game in almost a month, while St. Matthew and Garneau 
managed three games in a tournament about two weeks ago. The provincial 
championships are usually held one week after March Break, but were delayed because of 
the early Easter and province-wide Grade 10 literacy tests. 

As well, McCrae, St. Matthew and Riel lost three key players each to community hockey 
teams for the Ontario midget AAA championship being held at the Bell Sensplex, one of 
the sites for the provincial high school championships. 

When their games started early yesterday morning, though, the obstacles vanished and 
the National Capital Secondary School Athletic Association finalists came close to winning 
two of the four games. 

McCrae, which is making its fourth OFSAA appearance in the past eight years, and Riel 
earned ties. Garneau played impressively until early in the third period and St. Matthew 
played a strong third period, but both lost. 

In AAA/AAAA action, McCrae and the No. 3 A.B. Lucas Vikings of London tied 2-2, and the 
No. 1 Dunbarton Spartans of Pickering outscored St. Matthew 6-4. In A/AA, Riel and the 
No. 3 Essex Red Raiders tied 2-2, while the No. 1 Stouffville Spartans defeated Garneau 
5-1. 

McCrae led twice during a hard-hitting contest, but allowed a late third-period marker by 
Lucas for the tie. 

Pat Cameron gave McCrae a 2-1 lead at 3:13 of the final period. However, defenceman 
Scott Brandao scored on a slap shot from the blueline with 3:36 remaining to give Lucas a 
point. 

Joel Hadden scored McCrae's first-period goal. Jason McNeill had the other Lucas goal. 

"We let one get away," McCrae coach John Labrosse said. "I hate to give up a goal late. 

"It wasn't a perfect game, but they played spirited hockey. Some individuals were 
outstanding, and, if we get all of our games together, I like our chances." 

 

Martin Cleary

The Ottawa Citizen
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The top two teams in each of four five-team pools advance to the quarterfinals. 

McCrae, which hadn't played since winning the NCSSAA final on March 4, didn't play any 
exhibition games because of the risk of losing more players. 

Labrosse is already without defencemen Mitch Fournier, Brandon Harper and Mark Van 
Dyk, who are playing for the Ottawa 67's in the Ontario midget AAA championship. 

McCrae went with four defencemen, including one forward who dropped back. 

Riel entered its game against No. 3 Essex missing three players to the Ontario midget 
championship and three to the Franco-Ontarien championship in Whitby. 

Early in the game, the Rebelles lost another defenceman with a knee injury, leaving them 
with just three rearguards. 

Tony Spidalieri and Jordan Brohman gave Essex a 2-0 advantage in the first period. 
Nicolas Roy and Michael Desjardins scored for Riel. 

"We had a couple of breaks, played well defensively and our conditioning made a big 
difference in third period," Riel coach Ken Levesque said. 

The players are part of Riel's sports school program. While Riel hasn't played a game since 
March 5, the Rebelles practised three times a week and worked on conditioning daily. 

Colin Campbell led Dunbarton with two goals, while singles went to Andrew Rhodes, Brad 
McAllister, Chris Wright and Ryan Lee. 

Peter Mott sparked St. Matthew with three goals and assisted on the Tigers' opener by 
Elias Aboud. 

Garneau trailed 2-1 after four minutes of the third period, but three quick goals secured 
the victory for Stouffville. 

Jamie Wise had two goals and one assist for Stouffville, which also received goals from 
Sam Carrick, Scott Vanallen and Matt Raguseo. Alex Maisonneuve replied for Garneau. 

Split for Rebelles 

In the girls' A/AA hockey championship at Pembroke and Petawawa, the No. 13 Louis Riel 
Rebelles defeated the No. 8 Eden Flyers of St. Catharines 6-0, but lost 1-0 to the No. 3 
Notre Dame Alouettes of Sudbury. 

Michelle Gaetien and Isabel Menard scored three goals each in the Rebelles victory. 

The No. 20 North Grenville Knights received two goals from Heather Hughes to upset the 
No. 1 Stouffville Spartans 4-0, but the Knights lost 4-0 to the No. 10 Ridley Tigers of St. 
Catharines. 

The Casselman Dynamos, seeded No. 19, fell to the No. 2 Bishop McDonell Celtics of 
Guelph 4-0 and Beaver Brae Broncos of Kenora 3-2. 

The No. 18 Opeongo Wildcats lost 5-1 to Notre Dame and 5-4 to Eden. 

Top-seeded A.B. Lucas of London defeated the eighth-seeded Centennial Spartans of 
Guelph 6-3 in the gold-medal game, led by Alexandera Tarr's had three goals and one 
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assist. The second-seeded Paul Dwyer Saints won the bronze, blanking the No. 7 Uxbridge 
Tigers 4-0. 

Brown, Spruit rinks lose 

The Grimsby rink skipped by Avery Thomas beat Osgoode Township's Stephanie Brown 
11-0 in the opening girls' draw of the OFSAA curling championship in Peterborough. The 
match stopped after five ends. 

In boys' action, Geoff Spruit of North Dundas in Chesterville lost to Robert Wright of 
Etobicoke in Toronto. 

© The Ottawa Citizen 2008 
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Ad ban denies Forces access to inform students 

 
Thursday, April 03, 2008 
 

Re:U of O students ban military ads in campus paper, April 2. 

As a University of Ottawa alumnus and soon-to-be graduate student, I found it shocking 
and upsetting that The Fulcrum actually allowed recruiting ads for the Canadian Forces to 
be stopped. Despite the fact that some Canadians, including university students, oppose 
Canada's mission in Afghanistan, there are thousands of soldiers, at this very moment, 
who are working tirelessly to help the Afghan people restore peace and stability, many of 
whom have been injured or killed in the process. 

Even if Canada weren't in Afghanistan, thiswouldn't change the fact that Canada always 
has, and likely always will have, a military that needs new members. Removing ads from 
campus newspapers across the country not only deters students from enrolling, but it also 
denies the Canadian Forces access to informing thousands of bright, capable students of 
the many benefits of enrolling, including free education and training, a competitive salary 
and the opportunity to make a real difference in the world while representing Canada. 

All Canadians, whether pro-war or not, should take a moment to look beyond their own 
prejudices to appreciate the sacrifices and hard work that the members of the Canadian 
Forces do and to see how truly important this institution is to Canada and the world. 

Colleen Leminski, 

Ottawa 

© The Ottawa Citizen 2008 
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By CP 

One out of every six people in the Ottawa-Gatineau region is a visible minority, according to new census data 
which shows the face of Canada continues to change from the country's European origins.  

Statistics Canada released the latest information from the 2006 census yesterday and it shows that across 
Canada, 16.2% of the population identified themselves as a visible minority -- that's more than five million 
Canadians.  

The national figures show the continued ethnic diversity of the Canadian population over the last 25 years. In 
1981, there were just over one million Canadians who were visible minorities, representing less than 5% of 
the population.  

MIRRORS TREND  

Locally, the visible minority population mirrors the national average.  

In what's known as the census metropolitan area of Ottawa-Gatineau, 16.0% of the population identified 
themselves as a visible minority. A total of 32.5% of the visible minority population was born in Canada.  

The largest visible minority population was black (45,065), followed by Chinese (32,445) and Arab (28,195).  

Besides information on visible minorities, the census also asked people about their ethnic origin.  

The response from the Ottawa-Gatineau region again shows how people's concept of their ethnicity is 
changing -- 37.6% identified their ethnic background to be at least partly Canadian. That compares to 38.0 
whose origins were British and 26.1 who listed French -- Canada's two founding cultures.  

ROOTS REVIVAL  

CITY OF OTTAWA  

Visible minority population , followed by % of city's total pop.:  

Total 2006 2001  

Black 39,070 4.9 4.5  

Chinese 30,760 3.8 3.6  

South Asian 26,510 3.3 2.8  

Arab 24,110 3.0 2.7  

Southeast Asian 10,395 1.3 1.1  

---  

Ethnic origin:  
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Total 2006 2001  

Canadian 227,490 28.4 34.7  

English 194,845 24.3 23.5  

Irish 180,530 22.5 20.9  

French 172,165 21.5 21.2  

Scottish 158,340 19.8 18.2  

CITY OF GATINEAU  

Visible minority population, followed by % of city's total pop.:  

Total 2006 2001  

Black 5,710 2.4 1.4  

Arab 3,835 1.6 1.2  

Latin American 2,415 1.0 0.5  

Chinese 1,515 0.6 0.4  

Southeast Asian 1,240 0.5 0.4  

---  

Ethnic origin:  

Total 2006 2001  

Canadian 146,540 61.1 70.0  

French 89,375 37.2 37.6  

Irish 21,480 9.0 6.8  

English 13,995 5.8 5.4  

North American Indian 13,780 5.7 3.3  
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By ANTONELLA ARTUSO, QUEEN'S PARK BUREAU CHIEF 

TORONTO -- Ontario Education Minister Kathleen Wynne was backing away yesterday from controversial 
comments that suggested her government wanted to revisit an early retirement provision in the teacher 
pension plan.  

"I just want to be clear -- our government has no intention of putting forward a position that the 85 factor 
should be pulled," Wynne said. "Our government is not putting forward, we're not promoting that position in 
any way."  

Earlier in the day, the education minister was asked whether a $12.7 billion shortfall in the Ontario Teachers' 
Pension Plan was linked to the 85 factor, which allows teachers to retire with a full pension when their age 
and qualifying years of service add up to 85.  

"There are a lot of healthy teachers, you know, healthy retired teachers," Wynne replied.  

Asked if she believed the 85 factor was sustainable, Wynne said she couldn't comment.  

"I think that that's the kind of conversation that'll happen at a certain time with the (pension) partners at the 
table," she said.  

Wynne later clarified her government would not raise the issue with the pension plan managers and the 
Ontario Teachers' Federation.  
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'I am Canadian,' third of population says 

 
Thursday, April 03, 2008 
 

More than 10 million people answered "I am 
Canadian," when asked on the 2006 census 
about their ethnic origin, according to Statistics 
Canada's findings, released yesterday. 

In its latest release of census data, Canada's 
Ethnocultural Mosaic, Statistics Canada reported 
that 10.1 million people, or 32.2 per cent of the 
total population, reported Canadian as their only 
ethnic origin or in combination with other origins. 
Of those 10 million or so people, nearly six in 10 
said Canadian is their only origin, while the rest 
reported it in combination with other origins. 

Canadian was the most frequently reported 
origin in 2006. 

The number of people who reported Canadian as 
their ethnic origin in 2006 was lower than the 
previous census in 2001, when 11.7 million said 
their roots could be traced far back on Canadian soil. 

Statistics Canada defines ethnic origin as the ethnic or cultural origins of the census 
respondent's ancestors. An ancestor is defined as someone from whom a person is 
descended and is usually more distant than a grandparent. 

In 2001 and 2006, most people who checked off Canadian as their ethnic background had 
English or French as their first language, were born in Canada and had both parents born 
in Canada. 

- - - 

Census Highlights Related to Canada's Ethnic population, Minorities 

- There were more than 200 ethnic groups reported in the 2006 census, a far cry from the 
25 groups recorded in 1901. 

- Those self-identifying as Canadian formed the largest ethnic group in the 2006 census, at 
10.1 million, or 32.2 per cent of the population, down from 11.7 million in 2001. 

- 60.5 per cent of Canadians 15 and older said their family went back at least three 
generations in the country. First-generation Canadians accounted for 6.1 million people, or 
23.9 per cent of the population over age 15. 

- In Quebec, 60.2 per cent reported Canadian as an ethnic ancestry and 46.2 per cent 
identified the same way in Atlantic Canada. Twenty-three per cent of people in Ontario 

 

Meagan Fitzpatrick

The Ottawa Citizen

CREDIT: Rod MacIvor, The Ottawa Citizen

Since the last census in 2001, 24,475 
more visible minorities are now living in 
Ottawa, an increase of 17.8 per cent. The 
city's total population grew by a rate of 
4.9 per cent over the same period.
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reported Canadian as an ethnic ancestry. Nunavut had the lowest level with four per cent 
claiming Canadian ethnic heritage. 

- English was the second most reported ethnic group with 6.6 million, followed by French 
with 4.9 million, Scottish with 4.7 million, Irish at 4.4 million, German at 3.2 million, 
Italian at 1.4 million, Chinese with 1.3 million and North American Indian at 1.3 million. 

- Visible minorities accounted for 5.06 million people in Canada, or 16.2 per cent of the 
population, in 2006. In 1981, visible minorities accounted for 1.1 million people, or 4.7 per 
cent. 

- The visible minority population grew by 27.2 per cent between 2001 and 2006. The 
population as a whole grew by 5.4 per cent over the same period. 

- Of immigrants arriving between 2001 and 2006, 83.9 per cent were from regions other 
than Europe. 

- South Asians surpassed Chinese as Canada's largest minority group in 2006 with 1.26 
million identifying as South Asian, compared to 1.22 million who identified as Chinese. 

- Blacks were the third-largest visible minority group with 783, 800 people, or 2.5 per cent 
of the total population. 

- There were 289,400 mixed unions between a visible minority and a non-visible minority 
reported in 2006, accounting for 3.9 per cent of all unions. 

- About 41 per cent of Canadians claimed a mixed heritage in 2006 compared to 38.2 per 
cent in 2001. 

- South Asians and Chinese were the least likely to be romantically involved with someone 
outside their groups. Of 327,200 couples involving South Asians, 12.7 per cent were with 
someone outside their group. Of 321,000 couples involving Chinese, that number was 17.4 
per cent. 

- The median age for visible minorities was 33 years, lower than the 39 year median for 
Canada's total population. 

- Ontario was home to 54.2 per cent of Canada's visible minority population with 2.745 
million people, of which South Asians are the largest group, at 794,200 people, or 28.9 per 
cent of all visible minorities in the province. Visible minorities account for 22.8 per cent of 
the province's total population. 

- Toronto, which took in 40.4 per cent of all newcomers to Canada between 2001 and 
2006, had the largest number of visible minorities with 2.17 million, making up 42.9 per 
cent of Toronto's 5.1 million population. English, however, was the most-cited ancestry in 
Toronto. About 804,100 people claimed English ancestry as either their only origin or in 
combination with another ancestry, outpacing the 651,600 who claimed a Canadian origin. 

- About 90 per cent of Quebec's visible minority population lived in the Montreal area and 
blacks, with 188,100 people, made up the largest visible minority group in the province. 
Arabs, at 109,000, and Latin Americans, with 89,500, were the fastest growing minority 
groups. Visible minorities accounted for 16.5 per cent of Quebec's total population. 

- In B.C., 86.8 per cent of the visible minority population lived in the Vancouver area. The 
largest minority group was Chinese with 407,200 people, or 40 per cent of the visible 
minority population, and 10 per cent of the total population. Visible minorities accounted 
for 21.6 per cent of the province's population. 
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1 in 5 Ottawans is self-described visible minority 
Non-European community growing 3 times faster than rest 
of population 

 
Thursday, April 03, 2008 
 

The number of visible minorities in Ottawa is growing more than three times faster than 
the rest of the city's population, according to census data released yesterday, which show 
about one in every five residents in this city identifies themselves as a minority. 

Since the last census in 2001, 24,475 more visible minorities are now living in Ottawa, an 
increase of 17.8 per cent. The city's total population grew by a rate of 4.9 per cent over 
the same period. 

The census shows that about 162,000 of Ottawa's 812,000 residents identified themselves 
as visible minorities. 

Jane Badets, an analyst with Statistics Canada, says the growth is part of a national trend 
toward increasing diversity. 

"It's largely because of recent immigrants coming from non-European countries," says Ms. 
Badets. 

Despite the growth, Ottawa is still far less diverse than Toronto, where 47 per cent of all 
residents identify themselves as a visible minority, and that of Montreal, where one 
quarter of all residents are visible minorities. Ottawa's largest minority groups, in order of 
size, are black, Chinese, South Asian and Arab. 

Of those groups, the South Asian population increased at the greatest rate, with 22 per 
cent more moving to Ottawa since 2001. Arabic people were the next fastest-growing 
segment, with 18.3 per cent moving to Ottawa since the last census, followed by black 
residents and Chinese. Even those last two groups, which grew at rates of 12.8 and 11 per 
cent respectively, exceeded Ottawa's 4.9-per-cent growth rate since the last census. 

The national population, by comparison, grew by 6.6 per cent over the same period. 

There was a considerable difference between Ottawa and Gatineau, which are typically 
grouped as a "census metropolitan area" by Statistics Canada. While 20.2 per cent of 
Ottawans identified themselves as a visible minority, only seven per cent did the same in 
Gatineau. The result was a lower rate of visible minorities in the CMA of Ottawa-Gatineau, 
about 16 per cent. The national average was 16.2 per cent. 

© The Ottawa Citizen 2008 
 

 

Lee Greenberg

The Ottawa Citizen
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