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Conflit de travail à OC Transpo 

Les syndiqués n'abandonneront pas 

Les syndiqués d'OC Transpo qui 
sont en grève depuis le 10 
décembre n'ont pas l'intention de 
baisser les bras et d'abandonner la 
lutte qui les oppose à la Ville 
d'Ottawa. 

 La majorité des grévistes 
rencontrés hier ont affirmé qu'ils 
voteraient contre les dernières 
offres patronales à la suite d'une 
réunion d'information organisée par 
le syndicat. 

Le vote a été ordonné par la 
ministre fédérale du Travail, Rona 
Ambrose, et doit se tenir jeudi. Il 
sera supervisé par le Conseil 
canadien des relations industrielles 
qui étudie également la question 

des services essentiels qui pourraient être offerts à la population depuis qu'elle est privée de transport en 
commun. 

Les militants étaient gonflés à bloc après leur rencontre avec leurs dirigeants syndicaux. Environ 1700 chauffeurs, 
mécaniciens et répartiteurs ont répondu à l'appel sur les 2300 grévistes. 

Certains ont scandé « non, non, non » en faisant référence à l'offre de la Ville lorsqu'ils sont sortis de la séance. 

Plusieurs n'ont pas hésité à dénoncer l'attitude du maire d'Ottawa, Larry O'Brien, du patron d'OC Transpo, Alain 
Mercier, et des conseillers municipaux. 

Ils les ont accusés d'avoir planifié le conflit de travail qui leur permet d'économiser 3 millions $ par semaine en 
laissant les autobus stationnés dans les garages de la ville. 

Le syndicat convaincu du rejet 

Martin Roy, LeDroit 

Caroline Barrière
Le Droit 
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Randy Graham, vice-président international du Syndicat uni du transport (SUT) et André Cornellier, président de 
la section locale 279 du SUT ont répété qu'ils étaient convaincus du rejet des dernières offres, qui sont 
semblables à celles qui avaient déjà été refusées à 98 %. 

« Nous ne sommes pas à Las Vegas et on ne va pas se mettre à parier sur le prochain pourcentage », a déclaré 
Randy Graham. 

Il a ajouté qu'Ottawa aurait dû s'asseoir plus tôt pour tenter d'en arriver à une solution négociée. Il a confirmé que 
la grève ? la plus longue de l'histoire d'OC Transpo ? durerait aussi longtemps qu'il le faudrait pour en arriver à un
règlement qui soit acceptable pour ses troupes. 

André Cornellier s'est indigné de l'offre proposée à ses membres. « Inacceptable n'est pas assez fort. » 

Il a dit croire que la Ville demandera probablement la reprise des discussions après le résultat du vote. 

Les horaires au coeur du conflit 

La question de la gestion des horaires de travail est au coeur du litige. 

La Ville veut en reprendre la gestion, alors que les syndiqués tiennent à la conserver puisque les chauffeurs 
peuvent choisir leurs quarts de travail en fonction de l'ancienneté. 

Selon ces derniers, elle leur permet de planifier leur vie, puisqu'ils affirment que les horaires brisés les empêchent 
de voir leurs enfants. 

« On a actuellement la liberté de choisir nos horaires et si on accepte la demande la Ville, on va devoir prendre 
ce qu'ils nous donnent. » 

D'autres grévistes ont répété que la Ville souhaitait aussi éliminer les emplois à temps plein, afin de réduire ses 
coûts. 

Un employé d'OC Transpo n'a pas hésité à brûler les documents qui lui avaient été remis afin de montrer son 
dégoût face aux offres patronales. 

Dossier « mal mené » 

Les voix discordantes étaient très rares parmi les grévistes rencontrés dehors. 

Michael Samson, chauffeur depuis neuf ans, a déploré l'ampleur du conflit qui aurait pu être réglé depuis 
longtemps à son avis. 

« Pourquoi certains disent que la Ville nous cache des choses quand tout est sur le site Internet d'Ottawa. Le 
syndicat aurait pu nous présenter cette offre rapidement. On aurait pu faire appel à un arbitre au lieu de se 
tourner les pouces. Je ne crois plus personne. Le dossier n'a pas été bien mené », a-t-il dit lors d'un échange 
avec Frank Fata qui n'était pas du même avis. 

« Si la Ville nous force à accepter ces nouveaux horaires, je vais me trouver un autre travail », a affirmé ce 
chauffeur possédant 15 ans d'expérience. 

Le conseil municipal doit se réunir aujourd'hui, lors d'une réunion extraordinaire, afin d'étudier les questions liées 
à la grève. 

Copyright © 2000-2009 Cyberpresse Inc., une filiale de Gesca. Tous droits réservés. 
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School tries to prevent spread of 
whooping cough  
Posted By DEANNA CLARK, SUN MEDIA  

Posted 2 hours ago 

Health officials asking for vaccination records greeted Sweets Corners Public School students yesterday morning after 
one child came down with whooping cough during the holidays.  

Parents and students of the school were notified by letter to bring proof of immunization as they came back yesterday 
from Christmas break.  

The Leeds, Grenville and Lanark District Health Unit said those who couldn't provide proof had to stay home yesterday, 
which marked the end of the incubation period from the one confirmed case of the highly contagious airborne disease.  

"It's going very, very well," said Jan Haskin, the school's office administrator. "We've had a lot of children come in with 
their immunization [records]."  

Haskin said attendance was about normal.  

About 255 students attend the school.  

"The spirit of co-operation has been great. The health unit has done a phenomenal job [notifying families]," Haskin said. 

Upper Canada District School Board superintendent Linda Lumsden was at the school yesterday morning. She said the 
health unit work hard over the holidays to determine who was not immunized.  

"Their thought is they may run a clinic here [today] for those who aren't immunized if the numbers warrant it," Lumsden 
said.  

Compiling attendance records took more time than usual as school staff and health officials worked to photocopy and 
confirm forms. Students who arrived for school without immunization records were sent home.  

If the family was not able to pick them up, they were placed in an isolated classroom. 

Continued After Advertisement Below 

The board said it continues to work closely with the health unit to limit the chances of students who attend the school 
from contracting whooping cough, or pertussis. The health unit sent consent forms home with students today with the 
intent of having immunizations conducted today. 
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Before the Christmas break, it was believed one student may have contracted the disease. The health unit sent a letter 
home to the parents and guardians of students to alert them to symptoms of whooping cough.  

It was later confirmed that one student had contracted a bacterial form of whooping cough. The virus is spread through 
mucous and saliva.  

School board staff ensured all surfaces were disinfected before students arrived yesterday. The school board also used 
a different school bus than the one that carried the student with whooping cough before the holidays.  

Whooping cough usually begins with a runny nose and a cough. The cough becomes more frequent and severe and 
may end in gagging, vomiting or with the patient having trouble breathing.  

Sometimes during a coughing attack, the child may give a loud "whoop" when breathing in. The whooping symptom 
does not always occur.  

Recovery in children can take between six and 10 weeks. The disease is most severe in infants.  

Pertussis spreads easily, through the air on droplets when a person coughs. People with pertussis can spread germs 
from the time they have the first symptoms until three weeks after the coughing attacks start. This infectious period can 
be reduced to five days with antibiotic treatment.  

It takes between six and 20 days to develop pertussis after coming in contact with someone who has it.  

Parents should check their child's immunization record to see if the diphtheria, pertussis, tetanus, polio and 
haemophilus immunization is up to date. This vaccine is given at two, four, six and 18 months and then again between 
the ages four and six. It is not given to children over the age of seven.  

-Brockville Recorder and Times 
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By SCOTT TAYLOR, SUN MEDIA 

Help is on the way for at least some city middle and high school students left out in the cold by the three-
week-old transit strike.  

Both the Ottawa Catholic School Board and Ottawa-Carleton District School Board have worked out an 
agreement with Amalgamated Transit Union 279 to allow for extra yellow school bus routes to pick up 
thousands of students who previously rode OC Transpo to get to and from school.  

While the union, which represents the striking OC Transpo drivers and mechanics, insisted no extra drivers 
or buses be permitted on the roads, the boards will have current drivers complete their normal routes, then 
turn around and collect the overflow afterward without worry of pickets disrupting service.  

LATE STARTS  

In all, more than 5,000 students will be able to take a yellow bus to school as of tomorrow morning.  

Catholic board communications officer Mardi de Kemp said extra help after regular classes end will be 
available to kids who miss part or all of their first class due to late arrivals.  

Similar plans have yet to be confirmed for public board students, but a spokesman said accommodations will 
be made for them to catch up.  

Bus routes and pick-up times can be found on the boards' websites www.ocdsb.ca and 
www.ottawacatholicschools.ca.  
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School shuttle services changing 
U of O runs till end of week, school boards bring on yellow buses 
 

BY JOANNE LAUCIUS JANUARY 5, 2009  
 

 

OTTAWA — A shuttle service offered to University of Ottawa students will be available through Friday, 
but will be discontinued after that. 

Even if the OC Transpo strike continues after Jan. 9, the service “unfortunately” can no longer be 
offered, says a posting on the university’s website. “The University of Ottawa, as any other institution 
and workplace, must respect that the OC Transpo workers are on strike.”  

The service, offered by the university and the student federation, makes round trips from Kanata, 
Nepean, Orléans and South Keys to the main campus from 7 a.m. to 10:30 p.m. on a first-come, first-
served basis. To board, students must present their student identification or a letter of acceptance with 
identification or a statement of account for the winter session with identification. 

Shuttle bus schedules are posted at protection.uottawa.ca/en/added_shuttles.html. 

The Carleton University Students’ Association has pledged to continue the shuttle service it offers in 
co-operation with the university, but the guarantee only lasts to the end of the week.  

However, CUSA president Brittany Smyth said the cost and volume of riders will be reassessed as the 
week goes on. 

The buses run from 7 a.m to noon and from 6 p.m. to 11 p.m. There are four pick-up locations — 
Merivale and Meadowlands; Place d’Orléans; South Keys Mall near the O-Train and Bank Street and 
McLeod Street. Students must also present identification to use the buses. (For more details, visit 
cusaonline.com/shuttle_service.html)  

So far, the service, which also ran for two weeks during the exam period in December, has cost CUSA 
and the university about $30,000, or $3,000 a day, said Ms. Smyth.  

Monday was the first day of regular classes after the holiday break, so it was hard to gauge how many 
students are using the service, she said. Cost will become a problem if the strike continues, she said.  

“Right now, we’re just figuring it out day by day.”  

Three area school boards have also posted information about yellow-bus service offered to students 
who normally rely on OC Transpo. 
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• Conseil des écoles publiques de l’Est de l’Ontario begins service Tuesday, with details posted at 
cepeo.on.ca 

• Ottawa Catholic School Board begins extra-route service Wednesday with details posted at ottawa 

catholicschools.ca. 

• Ottawa-Carleton District School Board begins service Wednesday with details posted at ocdsb.ca.  

© Copyright (c) The Ottawa Citizen 
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Kettle Island best bet for bridge 
Consultants’ report confirms choice for new span 
 

BY PATRICK DARE JANUARY 5, 2009  
 

 

OTTAWA — Kettle Island is the best location for a new bridge linking Ontario and Quebec, consultants 
for the National Capital Commission confirmed Monday. 

The NCC’s consultants, ROCHE-NCE, in September said Kettle Island was the preliminary choice for a 
bridge aimed at easing interprovincial traffic and diverting trucks from downtown Ottawa. On Monday, 
the NCC released the consultants’ final report in the first phase of the bridge project. 

This report goes to the board of the NCC in the third week of January for approval and to council’s 
transportation committee on Monday. If approved, the project would proceed to the second phase of 
the environmental assessment, which will look at exactly what form the crossing should take, and could 
last 40 months. 

The commission generated a storm of opposition in the fall when its consultants proposed Kettle Island 
as the preferred route, since it would be a major disruption to Ottawa residents in the Manor Park and 
Rockcliffe Park neighbourhoods. 

The report says the Kettle Island site is the “best balanced” of 12 possible routes the consultants 
examined. Some Ottawa politicians on the city’s east side, representing neighbourhoods affected by 
the proposed project, have urged the NCC and its consultants to look at a route farther east, via Lower 
Duck Island.  

But Steve Taylor, project manager for the consultants’ group, said Monday that building a bridge along 
that corridor would be more costly and have a bigger effect on the environment. A Lower Duck Island 
route would require about 79 property buyouts and some business buyouts, as well as construction of 
new roads. 

By contrast, because the Kettle Island route has been a reserved corridor for many years, the approach 
roads are mostly built and the property needed for a bridge is almost entirely in public hands. The 
report released Monday says that part of the Aviation Parkway would have to be widened, a new 
intersection would have to be built with the Rockcliffe Parkway, a new road would be built north in 
Gatineau from the bridge to Maloney Boulevard, and Montée Paiement over Highway 50 would have to 
be made a four-lane structure. 

It proposes to build a bridge with long spans of 200 metres over the navigational channel to 
accommodate sailing boats passing below. 
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Mr. Taylor said such wide spans should create a beautiful bridge. 

“It’s going to be a spectacular bridge, a landmark structure on the Ottawa River, a focal point for visitors 
to the region,” he said. 

That’s if the political will is found to approve and pay for the structure, which is estimated to cost 
between $400 million and $500 million. 

The planning process for the proposed bridge involves the Ontario and Quebec governments, the cities 
of Ottawa and Gatineau and the NCC taking the lead for the federal government. 

Ottawa Councillor Rainer Bloess, of east-side Innes Ward, said Monday that the Kettle Island route for 
a bridge is a near unanimous selection of elected representatives, already supported by a 17-4 vote of 
Ottawa council and all the members of council’s transportation committee. Mr. Bloess noted that the 
bridge has been in transportation master plans for many years, despite being delayed by political 
pressure during past inter-provincial studies. 

“Kettle Island is the best of non-perfect solutions,” said Mr. Bloess.  

He noted that Ottawa-Vanier MPP Madeleine Meilleur opposes the route but he said that if this third 
version of the bridge project is killed, the whole idea could be permanently shelved and downtown 
Ottawa will have to endure horrendous truck traffic to and from Macdonald-Cartier Bridge indefinitely. 

“We need every level of government or we may never get another bridge,” said Mr. Bloess. 

© Copyright (c) The Ottawa Citizen 
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