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La première Maison familiale rurale francoontarienne (MFR) a été inaugurée, samedi,
à Alfred. Il s'agit de la première MFR en
Ontario. Le concept n'est toutefois pas
nouveau et est d'ailleurs bien établi au
Québec depuis 10 ans.
Le projet est né d’un partenariat entre le
Réseau de développement économique et
d’employabilité de l’Ontario (RDÉE) et le
campus d’Alfred de l’Université de Guelph.
Pour le campus d'Alfred, qui fournit les locaux,
il s'agit d'une excellente occasion de
promouvoir l'agriculture auprès des jeunes.
«La MFR a pour but de répondre au besoin de
main d’œuvre et de diminuer l’exode rural»,
explique le président de la MFR, Luc Morin.

La Maison familiale rurale franco-ontarienne
accueille actuellement neuf élèves. Photo :
Kristina Brazeau

Le programme s'adresse aux élèves de 10e à la 12e année, qui souhaitent apprendre autrement dans
le domaine de l'agriculture et du commerce et accueille présentement neuf élèves de GlengarryPrescott-Russell et des environ.
Les élèves passent deux semaines en salle de classe et effectuent deux semaines de stage en
alternance tout au long de l’année scolaire.
Durant les semaines en classe, les élèves sont encouragés à vivre une autre expérience, soit de
cohabiter dans la résidence de la MFR, située à quelques pas du campus d'Alfred de l'Université de
Guelph. Les élèves sont également fortement encouragés à habiter sur leur lieu de stage comme
l'explique M. Morin.
«Nous les encourageons à demeurer à l'endroit du stage surtout dans le cas d'une ferme lorsqu'ils sont
appelés à aller faire le train à 5 h du matin.»
Les élèves bénéficient également d’une coordonatrice en animation à la résidence. Il en coûte 150 $
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pour deux semaines pour y habiter incluant la nourriture et les activités parascolaires.
Le projet, qui a pris quatre ans à être mis sur pied, est une coopérative et pris en charge par la
communauté.
Le concept pourrait être adapté ailleurs dans la province.
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SchoolBox charity began with a single notebook and
pencil
Almonte resident Tom Affleck quickly saw how something
so simple could change a child's life, writes Jesse McLean.
Jesse McLean
The Ottawa Citizen
Friday, September 19, 2008

It was in early 2006, midpoint in Central
America's dry season, when Tom Affleck
began living in a small community in northern
Nicaragua.
The Almonte native had just finished a twoyear contract working for a large non-profit
organization, and he was disillusioned.
He had come to the impoverished country to
help empower its people, but he felt he was
losing touch.
"The organization was doing great work, but I
just found I was in the office all time and
never with the people we served," he said. "I
was tired of being behind the scenes."

CREDIT: Jean Levac, The Ottawa Citizen
Tom Affleck is the founder of SchoolBox, a
charity that has handed out thousands of
school supplies to children and has helped
build a school and library.

So he tried to reconnect with the people he
had come to help. He volunteered at an orphanage and a women's prison, and worked
as a bodyguard of sorts, protecting a farmer who, he says, was being persecuted by a
coffee conglomerate.
"I was doing some real soul-searching there," he said.

In that small town in the north, Mr. Affleck, a boyish looking 30-year-old, met a young
girl outside her family's shack. He gave the girl a notebook and a pencil.
"Her dad came around the corner and he was so excited. He told her, 'Now that you
have a notepad, you can go to school this year.' I was so overwhelmed by that
experience. I still am," he said.
He was flustered by the notion that something as simple as not having a notebook was
preventing the girl from going to school. Yet that gift, a friendly lark, launched Mr.
Affleck's charity called SchoolBox. It has since become an entrepreneurial success
story: The group has handed out thousands of education kits, which include pencils,
erasers, notebooks and rulers. As well, Mr. Affleck and others have helped fund and
build a school and a library, and have plans to erect eight more schools in 2009. What's
more, annual donations have increased by 10 times in the last two and a half years.
"I think people realize that it's such a great thing to be involved with. Every dollar goes
toward helping the kids," said Sarah Kerr, a project co-ordinator with SchoolBox.
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But Mr. Affleck fondly remembers the organization's humble beginnings. Only days after
he gave away that first notebook, he withdrew a chunk of money from his savings
account -- the product of two years of hard work -- to buy more school supplies.
"I really didn't have any idea what I was doing. I bought (the notebooks and pencils) in
bulk and carried them with me on the bus. We're talking really grassroots," he said.
He would travel to different towns and villages, most of which were just communities of
makeshift hovels, and hand out notebooks door to door. However, he soon realized his
goodwill was being co-opted by politicians.
"Local community leaders were taking me door-to-door. I figured out pretty quickly
they were just taking me to the houses of their supporters," he said.
Despite the success of SchoolBox, it's come at a great expense for Mr. Affleck. He had
to take out a line of credit to fund the first few bundles of school supplies. And after
heading the organization for more than two years, he only recently began accepting a
paycheque of $1,500 per month.
"I had to move back with my mom because I had no money."
And his mom isn't the only Almonte resident who has helped SchoolBox's cause. Many
of the town's schools and churches have held fundraisers, and several residents have
even travelled to Nicaragua to help build schools and hand out supplies.
SchoolBox is hosting a Latin dance fundraiser tonight at the Almonte Agricultural Hall,
at 195 Walter St. Tickets are $20, and available at the door.
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