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Gatineau Park search ends
By KENNETH JACKSON, OTTAWA SUN
Last Updated: March 3, 2010 8:25pm

Gatineau Police believe wounds suffered by a badly burned woman
found at the edge of Gatineau Park Tuesday night were self-inflicted.
The case originally mystified police, because the burned woman told
two witnesses there were other victims in the woods of Gatineau
Park.
However, after officers searched the area Wednesday morning and
afternoon, they were unable to find anyone else.
They began a grid search of the area behind Cegep de l’Outaouais
at about 11:30 a.m. Within two hours police came upon the scene
where the unidentified woman is believed to have been.

Gatineau police head out on snowmobiles
Wednesday to search an area of Gatineau
Park. A woman was found Tuesday night
suffering from critical burns and she
claimed there were other victims in the area.
(KENNETH JACKSON Ottawa Sun)

Officers found a gas can, lighter, human hair and clothing about two
hundred metres from the parking lot where the woman was
discovered. They said it didn’t appear there was a struggle.
Police said there was only one set of footprints in and out of the site.
The woman was found around 5 p.m. Tuesday with second- and
third-degree burns to 80% of her body. Two students from the
campus found her on property bordering Gatineau Park.

School spokesman Pascal Laplante said the students happened to be practising their driving while the school is on
March break.
One of the girls ran to a security guard and emergency personnel were called.
Laplante said Wednesday afternoon they were trying to locate the girls because police would like to speak with them.
The injured woman was taken to Hull hospital in critical condition, then later transferred to a burn unit in Montreal.
Police said the woman is English speaking and Caucasian. She did not give any other information to the witnesses
according to police.
kenneth.jackson@sunmedia.ca
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Jail for teen girl in high school slashing
By MEGAN GILLIS, COURTS BUREAU
Last Updated: March 3, 2010 12:21pm

A judge has sentenced a teen girl to six months – including two
months of jail – for knifing another girl in the face in a 2008 fight at Gloucester High School.
The girl – who was 14 at the time – can’t be named.
Ontario Court Justice Jack Nadelle sentenced the girl to a combination of time in jail, a group home and under
community supervision plus 18 months of the equivalent of probation.
The girl, who has no criminal record, was convicted with assault with a weapon and assault causing bodily harm in
connection with the Dec. 2008 incident. She cut class at her own school and went – armed with a knife although she
said she was visiting a friend – to Gloucester High School where she got into an altercation with a group of girls in the
cafeteria.
Nadelle said when he convicted the girl in December that he believed the girl was defending herself from an attack but
that she didn’t have reasonable grounds to fear grievous bodily harm from girls who were punching, kicking, and
spitting at her.
He acquitted her of assaulting a second girl.
The girl claimed she carried a knife to protect herself from an abusive ex-boyfriend.
megan.gillis@sunmedia.ca
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Une première cohorte de femmes décroche leur diplôme
Projet Pleine participation des femmes à l’économie
par Bianca Paquette
Voir tous les articles de Bianca Paquette
Article mis en ligne le 4 mars 2010 à 0:12
Soyez le premier à commenter cet article

Les 13 femmes d'Ottawa qui ont participé au projet Pleine participation des femmes à
l'économie offerte par l'Union culturelle des Franco-ontariennes (UCFO) obtiendront
officiellement leur diplôme ce samedi (le 6 mars) au Centre «Moi j'apprends» de la capitale
nationale. Elles font partie de la première cohorte de ce programme. Cette formation d'environ 25
heures sur l'économie sociale a été rendue possible grâce à un partenariat entre l'UCFO et la direction
générale de la condition féminine de l'Ontario. Formées par la multiplicatrice Pascaline Ngoie, les
participantes ont été initiées à l'économie afin de favoriser le développement communautaire.
«L'économie est un domaine dans lequel certaines femmes ne sont pas à l'aise. Pour les femmes qui
ont des entreprises, il est important qu'elles sachent comment ça fonctionne. De plus, lorsqu'on regarde
les statistiques de la pauvreté, les femmes y figurent plus souvent que les hommes», explique Mme
Ngoie.
Réunies tous les samedis matin, elles ont eu la chance de parler de plusieurs concepts d'économie tant
sociale que privée, en passant par le plan d'affaires, sans oublier l'importance du réseautage. De plus,
la coordonatrice du projet, Ethel Côté, leur a donné un cours sur les étapes nécessaires pour mettre
sur pied une entreprise sociale.
«Les commentaires reçus ont été très positifs. Certaines des femmes avaient déjà un petit commerce,
mais il leur manquait plusieurs outils et éléments pour bien le gérer. D'autres ne savaient tout
simplement pas comment s'orienter», affirme Mme Ngoie.
À travers l'Ontario

Cette initiation à l'économie est offerte à la grandeur de l'Ontario. En novembre dernier, 18 femmes de
partout dans la province ont reçu une formation et maintenant, elles l'offrent aux femmes de leur région
dans le Centre-Sud-Ouest, le Nord et l'Est. Le cours Pleine participation des femmes à l'économie sera
donné pour une période de deux ans. L’objectif est de former environ 500 femmes.
«À la gradeur de la province, il y a eu beaucoup d'intérêts. Les femmes voient cette formation comme
une manière de contrer leurs problèmes économiques personnels, mais aussi ceux de leur famille et de
la communauté», explique Guylaine Leclerc, directrice-générale de l'UCFO.
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St. Mark hockey player heading to Yale
By NEATE SAGER, OTTAWA SUN
Last Updated: March 4, 2010 12:03am

Hockey is giving Jenna Ciotti a chance to pursue her dream of
becoming a doctor.
The St. Mark student and forward with the Ottawa Senators intermediate women’s team is bound for the Ivy League
and the Yale Bulldogs.
“It’s pretty cool how hockey can set you up with such a rare opportunity,” says Ciotti, 18, who stands to become the
second Ottawa minor hockey alumna to head for Yale, after goalie Genny Ladiges of Almonte. “Once I realized I had
marks good enough to achieve that goal, I was really motivated to go for it … the Senators really show you what
opportunities are out there. They always say, ‘if you have a 90 average, 100 schools will want you, if you have an 80
average, it will be 50 schools.’ ”
Her parents, dad Bob (a former NCAA player at Lake Superior State) and mom Kris have provided valuable support,
along with coaches such as Dave St. Germain with the Sens and Joel Yates at St. Mark.
“Dave St. Germain, as my midget coach, helped promote me and show me what I can do. I really thank him. Joel
Yates, he’s been an awesome guy, he’s really supported me throughout all four years at St. Mark.”
Ciotti is well aware that as a pre-med aspirant, her hard work is only beginning.
“Medicine is one of those professions I’ve always been fascinated by,” she says. “My passion is helping others and
being a doctor gives you that opportunity — something like Doctors Without Borders.”
Bengals on the prowl
The Sir Robert Borden Bengals know being the Ottawa rep at an OFSAA AAA boys’ basketball tournament means
wearing a bull’s-eye.
“It’s pretty exciting, especially this year since we think we have a better chance to contend for a medal,” forward Nikola
Misljencevic says of next week’s provincials in Kingston. “You’re not only representing your team, but also your own
city, so that’s a huge thing, to bring it back for Ottawa.”
St. Matthew and St. Patrick’s winning the last two AAA boys’ banners, along with SRB’s 35-3 record, should give the
Bengals a good seed. Coach Dan Case’s team has a steady point guard, Jamal Aden, plus a solid core which also
includes brothers Amir and Amin Majidi, post presence from Calin Deguefe and Olayiwola Ogungbemile and sweetshooting sixth man Farhan Awelah.
“Our key has been that we weren’t individuals during the season,” says Misljencevic.
City runner-up St. Matthew, led by Carleton commit Gavin Resch, is bound for the quad-A tourney in Oshawa. Lester
B. Pearson and Smiths Falls are headed to the AA in Windsor, with Ashbury off to the single-A in Sturgeon Falls.
On campus
Greg Carter (St. Patrick) was named OUA West defensive player of the year in men’s basketball … Gee-Gees track
standouts Michael Robertson and Christopher Greenaway each won three medals at the OUA championships in
Toronto. Robertson, a Char-Lan grad, took gold in the men’s 600 metres, silver in 400 and bronze in the 800 relay.
Greenaway, who was also in that relay, won long jump and earned bronze in triple jump. Alicia Brown (Merivale)
earned two silvers for Toronto (women’s 300 and 800 relay), while Ottawa native Allan Brett was third in the men’s
3,000 for Guelph.
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Sharp drop in children's bullying
By DAVID CRARY, THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
Last Updated: March 4, 2010 1:17am

NEW YORK - There's been a sharp drop in the percentage of
America's children being bullied or beaten up by their peers, according to a new national survey by experts who
believe anti-bullying programs are having an impact.
The study, funded by the U.S. Department of Justice, found that the percentage of children who reported being
physically bullied over the past year had declined from nearly 22 per cent in 2003 to under 15 per cent in 2008. The
percentage reporting they'd been assaulted by other youths, including their siblings, dropped from 45 per cent to 38.4
per cent.
The lead author of the study, Professor David Finkelhor, said he was "very encouraged."
"Bullying is the foundation on which a lot of subsequent aggressive behaviour gets built," said Finkelhor, director of the
University of New Hampshire's Crimes Against Children Research Center. "If it's going down, we will reap benefits in
the future in the form of lower rates of violent crime and spousal assault."
Finkelhor noted that anti-bullying programs had proliferated and received funding boosts following the 1999 Columbine
High School shootings in Colorado.
"There is evidence these programs are effective," he said. "I wouldn't be surprised if we're seeing the fruits of that."
One of the largest of these initiatives is the Olweus Bullying Prevention Program, which has been implemented in
several thousand U.S. schools. It is a comprehensive program that includes forming an anti-bullying committee,
training staff to intervene immediately if they observe bullying and meeting with students and parents when problems
occur.
Marlene Snyder, of Clemson University's Institute on Family and Neighborhood Life, who is director of development for
Olweus, said the survey was heartening to those in the anti-bullying field but not cause for complacency.
"The decline is not happening everywhere," she said. "It's in schools where adults really understand how detrimental
this conduct can be and have made a conscious effort to bring these numbers down."
The findings by Finkelhor and his co-authors were based on two national surveys of children ages 2 to 17 conducted
five years apart -- the first in 2003, involving 2,030 children, and the second in 2008, asking the same questions of
4,046 children. The findings were published this week in the Archives of Pediatrics&Adolescent Medicine.
Children aged 10-17 were interviewed directly about various forms of violence and victimization they had experienced.
In the cases of children under 10, parents or other caregivers were interviewed.
The researchers said the biggest declines in the various forms of violence and bullying were among children from lowincome households.
Along with bullying and assaults by peers or siblings, the new study also found declines in several other forms of child
victimization, including sexual assaults and emotional abuse by caregivers. It found slight increases in dating violence,
robbery targeting children and the witnessing of violence among other family members.
The survey did not specifically address the bullying of young people for reasons related to sexual orientation, which
gay-rights groups consider to be a pervasive problem. The Gay, Lesbian and Straight Education Network said its
research indicates this type of harassment remained stable between 2001 and 2007.
Overall, the findings by Finkelhor and his co-authors were positive -- and came on the heels of a major federal study
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documenting an unprecedented decrease in incidents of serious child abuse. That report, the National Incidence Study
of Child Abuse and Neglect, found that incidents of serious physical, sexual or emotional abuse dropped by 26 per
cent from 1993 to 2005-06.
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Teachers suspended for honouring O.J. Simpson
By CHRISTINA HOAG, THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
Last Updated: March 4, 2010 1:17am

LOS ANGELES - Three Los Angeles elementary school teachers
accused of giving children portraits of O.J. Simpson, Dennis Rodman and RuPaul to carry in a Black History Month
parade have been removed from their classrooms, a school district spokeswoman said Wednesday.
Children from other classes at the school displayed photos of more appropriate black role models, such as Nelson
Mandela, Harriet Tubman and President Barack Obama, Los Angeles Unified School District spokeswoman Gayle
Pollard-Terry said.
The incident occurred Friday at Wadsworth Avenue Elementary School in South Los Angeles, where the student body
is more than 90 per cent Latino.
District Superintendent Ramon Cortines placed the teachers -- all white men who teach first, second and fourth grades
-- on administrative leave on Tuesday while an investigation is conducted, Pollard-Terry said.
"The superintendent will not let anyone make a mockery out of Black History Month," she said.
The issue was brought to district officials' attention by the Los Angeles chapter of the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People after the organization received a complaint early Monday, chapter President Leon
Jenkins said.
Jenkins said he felt the teachers acted in concert to mock black heroes and children's innocence.
"These are not the people we want our young people to emulate or believe these people represent the best of the
African-American community," Jenkins said. "It's hard for the NAACP to believe this was a mistake."
Simpson, a former American football star, is serving a nine-year prison sentence for robbery and kidnapping. He was
famously acquitted in 1995 of murdering his ex-wife and her friend.
RuPaul is a drag queen performer. Rodman, a former basketball star, has gained notoriety for bad boy behaviour on
and off the basketball court.
Some parents at the school on Wednesday said the issue was overblown.
Sharon Tinson, who has two daughters at the school and attended Friday's celebration, said she had been surprised
to see Simpson displayed in the parade. But she noted that Simpson, like Rodman, was a great athlete before falling
from grace. RuPaul simply has an alternative lifestyle, she added.
She noted the event also included a tribute to pop singer Michael Jackson, who has also had a checkered career.
"I kind of laughed at it," Tinson said. "I wasn't offended."
Gabriel Blackson, whose son attends the school, said he also took a larger view of the ruckus.
"These guys were heroes before. People make mistakes," he said. "I think they show kids they can be somebody, to
push them to be somebody."
Jenkins said he is calling for the teachers to be fired.
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House arrest for teen stabber in bus seat dispute
By MEGAN GILLIS, COURTS BUREAU
Last Updated: March 4, 2010 4:22pm

A teen girl who knifed a man on crutches on an OC Transpo bus in a
dispute over a seat was handed three months of house arrest and probation Thursday.
Ontario Court Justice Lise Maisonneuve argued that an armed assault on a stranger —whose lung collapsed — is too
serious for the probation order sought by the defence.
“This is a violent crime where a knife was used,” she said. “(The victim) was on a public bus when this occurred.”
But she noted that the 17-year-old has no criminal record, works and goes to school and comes from a supportive
family.
“It appears to be out of character for her to act as she did,” Maisonneuve said.
The girl pleaded guilty in November to aggravated assault in connection with the incident near Blair and Montreal
roads on June 12, 2009.
According to a witness, 29-year-old Dan McGlynn, whose ankle was in a cast, had his things, including his crutches,
on four seats. The girl got angry and the two started name-calling.
The girl started kicking McGlynn’s cast and a pushing match ensued. The girl’s friend tried to break it up but the girl —
armed with a knife — yelled that she was going to stab McGlynn if he didn’t shut up.
He kept pushing her and called her a bitch. When he reached for the knife, she stabbed him and fled, leaving McGlynn
badly hurt and screaming for an ambulance.
He wrote in a victim impact statement that he feared he’d die, leaving his four-year-old daughter fatherless.
“She would have grown up never knowing her father,” he wrote. “Why? For one of many seats on a bus.”
Noting that judges have to focus on rehabilitation and consider all options other than jail when sentencing youths,
Maisonneuve handed the girl three months of deferred custody during which she can only go to school, work or go out
with her parents and has a strict curfew, then 21 months of probation.
She also has to write a letter of apology to McGlynn, submitted a DNA sample to the national registry and is banned
from possessing weapons.
The girl said she carried a knife when she would be out after dark because she and a girlfriend had been chased.
megan.gillis@sunmedia.ca
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Hostage taking at Calgary school
By DAVE DORMER, QMI AGENCY
Last Updated: March 4, 2010 8:45pm

CALGARY — A frightening hostage taking drama that unfolded at a
southwest Calgary school came to a peaceful end about two hours after it began Thursday afternoon.
Police took a 25-year-old man into custody after a hostage taking at A.E. Cross junior high school, located on the
corner of Richmond Rd. and 37 St. S.W.
Police said the school secretary — identified by her daughter as Bonnie Grainger — was held against her will inside
the principal's office by a man armed with a knife.
Insp. Frank Reuser said the secretary, in her mid 40s, was not hurt in the ordeal.
“She suffered no injuries whatsoever, although she is very emotionally distraught,” said Reuser.
He confirmed the suspect used to attend the school and was allegedly motivated by revenge.
"We have since found out he is a former student who suffered an injury a few years back and is blaming the school,"
Reuser said.
Partway through the incident, cops learned a 13-year-old male student was hiding in a room next to the office where
the secretary was being held hostage.
The boy stayed hidden until police took the suspect into custody.
“The young lad in the room, he held up very well, he’s quite alright,” said Reuser.
Students were taking part in an assembly in the gym at the time of the hostage taking and were evacuated to the
nearby Glenbrook School, just blocks away, where they were met by parents.
“I was upset until I heard all the kids had been moved,” said Sharon Grenon, whose daughter is in Grade 7 at A.E.
Cross.
“It’s scary, I’ve had kids going to this school for seven years so it’s upsetting, but they’re all safe so that’s good.”
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U.S. student protest over funding cuts gets violent
By TERENCE CHEA, THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
Last Updated: March 4, 2010 8:42pm

BERKELEY, Calif. — Students carried out raucous rallies on college
campuses across the U.S. Thursday in protests against deep education cuts that turned violent as demonstrators
threw punches and ice chunks in Wisconsin and blocked university gates and smashed car windows in California.
At least 15 protesters were detained by University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee police after as many as 150 students
gathered at the student union then moved to an administrative building to deliver petitions to the school chancellor.
University spokesman Tom Luljak said campus police allowed one person inside, but when she emerged, she
encouraged everyone to rush the building, he said.
The violence began when police tried to turn them away. No serious injuries were reported.
The school was among dozens of nationwide campuses hit with marches, strikes, teach-ins and walkouts in what was
being billed as the March 4th National Day of Action for Public Education.
Students, teachers, parents and school employees from across California gathered in the state capital, Sacramento,
for a midday rally at the Capitol to urge lawmakers to restore funding to public schools.
In Northern California, rowdy protesters blocked major gates at two universities and smashed the windows of a car.
Protesters at the University of California, Santa Cruz surrounded the car while its uninjured driver was inside. Earlier,
demonstrators blocked campus gates.
An advisory posted on the school Web site urged people to avoid the campus because of safety concerns.
At the University of California, Berkeley, a small group of protesters formed a human chain blocking a main gate to the
campus. Later in the day, hundreds gathered for a peaceful rally.
“We’re one of the largest economies in the world, and we can’t fund the basics,” said Mike Scullin, 29, a graduate
student in education who plans to become a high school teacher. “We’re throwing away a generation of students by
defunding education.”
The steep economic downturn has forced states to slash funding to schools and universities to cope with plummeting
tax revenue.
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BY MATTHEW PEARSON

English public school board report
proposes job cuts
Ottawa’s public school board may tighten its purse stings next year by chopping jobs in special
education, English as a second language and curriculum coaching.
A staff report to the board’s human-resources committee proposes cutting the equivalent of 51 fulltime positions over the next two years, to save about $2.4 million.
However, the board is projecting an increase in student enrolment next year that will allow it to add
the equivalent of 35.22 elementary teaching positions and 5.67 secondary teaching positions.
Part of the increase at the elementary level could be related to the introduction of 50 all-day
kindergarten classes starting in September.
The school board won’t learn how much money it will get from the province for the 2010-2011
school year until later this month, but it is anticipating a deficit of about $ 14 million.
Staffing accounts for most of the board’s annual budget, which is in the range of $700 million, and
must be addressed first as the board is contractually required to give some employee unions notice by
as early as April 1 if it intends to cut positions.
“Whenever you talk about any kind of changes in staffing level, positive or negative, it engenders an
awful lot of attention,” trustee Douglas Lloyd, chair of the human-resources committee, said of the
proposed cuts. “I’m not going to tell anybody that’s not going to have an impact.”
He added the staff report, which was discussed at Tuesday’s committee meeting, will be revisited at
a continuation meeting on Monday before recommendations are made to the full board.
Printed and distributed by NewpaperDirect | www.newspaperdirect.com, US/Can: 1.877.980.4040, Intern: 800.6364.6364 | Copyright and
protected by applicable law.
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Potential cuts at the OCDSB
To balance the English public school board’s budget, a staff proposal calls for cutting the following
jobs (all positions are full-time equivalent):
11 elementary teachers allocated to address various system or school needs;
11 special education positions;
Seven English as a second language teachers;
Four instructional coaching positions;
Two positions assigned to Safe Schools. Staff are also recommending the board use $1.8 million of
its operating reserve to delay the following cuts until the 20112012 school year (all positions are fulltime equivalent): Five elementary teachers; Five special education positions;
Four English as a second language positions, including one at the secondary level that would
eliminate a language program at the adult high school aimed at immigrants;
Two instructional coaching positions;
One Safe Schools teacher.
Printed and distributed by NewpaperDirect | www.newspaperdirect.com, US/Can: 1.877.980.4040, Intern: 800.6364.6364 | Copyright and
protected by applicable law.
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BY ANDREW SEYMOUR aseymour@thecitizen.canwest.com

Girl, 15, gets two months for
stabbing at school
A 15-year-old girl who stabbed another teen in the face with a knife during a fight at an Ottawa
high school was sentenced Monday to two months in jail followed by four months of open custody and
supervision.
The girl, who was 14 at the time of the knife attack, was found guilty of assault causing bodily harm
and assault with a weapon in December after Ontario Court Justice Jack Nadelle found she slashed
another girl’s cheek during a fight at Gloucester High School on Dec. 3, 2008.
Nadelle said parents have a right to expect their children will be safe at school before sentencing the
girl Monday to two months in jail followed by two months of open custody in a group home and two
months of community supervision. She was also placed on probation for 18 months.
Court heard the girl (who can’t be identified due to provisions of the Youth Criminal Justice Act) and
a friend were skipping classes at their school when they went to Gloucester High School, armed with
knives, to visit some friends. While there, they became involved in a fight in the cafeteria with the now18-year-old victim and a friend after insulting the victim’s younger sister.
Nadelle found the victim, who instigated the fight, quickly gained the upper hand on the accused,
who was kicked, punched and spat on and had her hair pulled. However, there was no evidence the
accused girl’s life was in danger and he dismissed her claims of self-defence in pulling the knife. The
victim required six stitches to close the cut to her face.
Printed and distributed by NewpaperDirect | www.newspaperdirect.com, US/Can: 1.877.980.4040, Intern: 800.6364.6364 | Copyright and
protected by applicable law.
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Parent calls for review of school
closure
Parkwood Hills decision violated procedure, blasted as ‘cynical’
A parent upset about the Ottawa public school board’s decision to close Parkwood Hills Public School
is calling for an independent review of the board’s decision-making.
In a letter to Education Minister Leona Dombrowsky, Ian Burgess wrote there were a number of “
glaring procedural errors that brought this successful school to closure.”
Chief among them, according to the letter, were claims of insufficient public consultation, poorly
handled debates and the board’s indifference to the community’s hard fight to save the elementary
school near Merivale and Baseline roads.
In January, trustees voted 6-5 to close the school effective this September. They had previously
decided to close another elementary school in the area, McGregor Easson.
The decision to close Parkwood Hills means students who live in the school’s attendance area,
except for some who live in the Meadowlands attendance area, will be sent to Sir Winston Churchill
Public School for junior kindergarten to Grade 6 and early French immersion.
Students who live in the Meadowlands Public School attendance area will go to the Meadowlands
school for early French immersion and senior kindergarten to Grade 5. A Grade 6 early French
immersion will be added in September 2011.
Closing Parkwood Hills means some students, including his daughter, will now go to schools outside
their neighbourhood, Burgess said.
In the letter, he claimed one trustee — who was reportedly in favour of keeping the school open —
was unable to attend the f inal vote due to a family emergency, thus allowing the closure vote to pass.
“ The ( school board) knew the community felt strongly about closing this school and they also knew
the votes were there to save the school. The final vote was nothing more than cynical manoeuvring that
ultimately broke trust between trustees and parents,” Burgess wrote.
Still, he said the formal process currently in place for parents to appeal such decisions is too
unwieldy and time consuming, and instead called for an independent review of the decision-making
process that could develop findings to apply to future school closure reviews.
The school board says it made the decision after months of comprehensive review, public
consultation and committee deliberation.
“ Decisions such as these are always made with the best interests of students in mind,” said board
chairwoman Cathy Curry.
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