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We must respect others' acts of remembrance
BY ANNE MARIE TODKILL, THE OTTAWA CITIZEN

NOVEMBER 10, 2009

During a spell of fine weather on Sunday morning, the Strathcona Branch 595 of the Royal Canadian
Legion held a remembrance ceremony at the Brantwood Place memorial on Main Street. There was a
small parade of veterans with members of the Air Command Pipes and Drums and the Governor
General's Foot Guard Cadets colour guard.
There were brief speeches, anthems and prayers, a wreath-laying, two minutes of silence, and a
march-past, all in the space of roughly a quarter-hour. The local MP, MPP, our mayor, and a city
councillor attended.
Police cruisers had stopped the north- and southbound traffic for a short distance on either side of the
community memorial. I was driving along Main Street near this ceremony with my 91-year-old father,
himself a veteran.
Although a little cluster of folk (pedestrians and cyclists) gathered, whether by plan or by
happenstance, at the intersection of Main and Beckwith, I was nonplussed to see so many drivers
approach within sight of the ceremony, do a U-turn, and head back the other way rather than pausing a
brief time. A smaller number stayed put. A few, like us, got out of their cars and joined the spectators.
In view of the past and present sacrifices recalled in that patch of November sunshine, I found myself
speculating on the range of potential reasons that might compel someone to simply drive away.
It is a banal fact that war interrupts lives. Part of the exercise -- indeed, discipline --of remembrance is
simply this: to be interrupted long enough to call to mind the many sorrows that have secured our
freedom to carry on, in peace, with our lives.
Anne Marie Todkill,
Ottawa
© Copyright (c) The Ottawa Citizen
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Green-bin fee is just an unfair, hidden tax
BY ROSE MARY MURPHY, THE OTTAWA CITIZEN

NOVEMBER 10, 2009

With a kitchen composter in hand, Rose Mary Murphy takes care of the
organic waste from her kitchen. The city proposal to charge a fee for the
green bin collection is unfair.
Photograph by: Pat McGrath, The Ottawa Citizen, The Ottawa Citizen

Re: Take out the the trash and pay the city $195, Nov. 4.
It's City of Ottawa's budget time again -- I may stop reading about council's discussions to preserve my
mental health.
The city's latest tactic to hide taxes, as well as unfairly burdening some of us, is the straw (or is it a
sledgehammer?) breaking my back.
I am very annoyed by the suggestion that we have a green bin "fee" put on our utility bill, along with the
charges for garbage and blue- and black-box recycling services. This is unfair to those of us who are
single-income property owners. We will pay the same as double-income families, no matter how much
we use the system, and with less financial resources at our disposal.
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As a responsible citizen, I already compost kitchen waste, and have for years. I will not need to use the
green bin system. Since I already recycle and consume very little, I use the blue and black boxes about
once a month, sometimes even less. I have less than one garbage bag a week.
Despite my limited use, I agree with the general policy of diverting recyclables and organic waste from
the landfill.
I am living on a fixed income and with taxes and charges increasing every year by a fairly large
percentage, I will soon not be able to afford to live in my home.
It's time the municipal tax assessment is changed to one based on income, similar to our provincial and
federal tax system instead of property values.
If municipal taxes were based on income, I would gladly support raising taxes relative to my income
level, for community services and development. But since it's based on the value of my property, I can
not afford to support any tax raises, and especially not one that so disproportionately punishes me as a
single-income property owner.
Since the system of tax assessment can not be changed quickly, then the city could charge a flat rate
to property owners by the number of people whose names appear on the tax roll for garbage as well as
green-, black- and blue- box service. That would spread the cost more evenly among all property
owners and would be more related to the amount of use of the service.
Rose Mary Murphy,
Ottawa
© Copyright (c) The Ottawa Citizen
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Fix school funding formula: Report
By AEDAN HELMER, SUN MEDIA
Last Updated: 9th November 2009, 6:05pm

The spectre of school closures has loomed over almost every board
in the province as enrolment continues to plummet.
But according to a report issued Monday by People For Education, the province has the power to fix the flawed “perpupil” funding formula that forces boards to strike that delicate balance between quality of education and quantity of
staff and resources.
According to the report, the provincial funding formula for education was developed in 1997 and based upon enrolment
numbers and average school sizes of the day. But the landscape has changed, with enrolment showing no signs of
emerging from the current tailspin.
Elementary school-aged populations have declined 15% in Ontario since 1997, while secondary school enrolment has
dropped 14% in the last seven years.
But despite the shifting demographics, the funding formula has remained constant, rewarding those schools with larger
populations while forcing the closure of smaller schools that don’t meet the population criteria to hire librarians,
guidance counsellors, educational assistants and support staff.
“Boards are setting a target size for what they think schools will run best, and at the size they’re setting, they’re more
likely to have lots of course choices, lots of staff, and a chance for a very broadly based education in a great, big
enormous school. But that’s funding that makes that true,” said Annie Kidder, executive director of People For
Education. “It’s not because you’re just allowed to allocate whatever staff you want. It’s because of economies of
scale.”
Kidder said while that formula may work in terms of numbers of students and staff, a look at the other side of the fence
reveals that high graduation rates and higher levels of student engagement tend to be found in smaller schools.
There are 172 schools across the province closing or slated for closure between now and 2012.
A further 163 schools have come under review.
In the Upper Canada District School Board, roughly 10% of schools will close their doors by 2012.
The Ottawa Catholic School Board recently closed Jean Vanier, while accommodation review panels are currently
underway in the Ottawa-Carleton District School Board.
aedan.helmer@sunmedia.ca
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I like bus driver's voice
BY JAMES WATSON, THE OTTAWA CITIZEN

NOVEMBER 10, 2009

Taking the bus home from work recently, I was pleased to hear the OC Transpo driver call out all the
stops for passengers, and to remind us to sign our bus passes to avoid a fine. He even called out the
time for us.
I'm sure other riders remember having a dreary trip brightened up by a driver holding court on the
microphone. In this light, it seems a shame that we'll soon be losing this human touch to a robotic voice
droning out to the stops for riders.
We talk about transit a great deal in this city, but let's not lose sight of the mutual respect between
operators and riders that is a prerequisite for any worthwhile public transit system, however
sophisticated.
James Watson,
Nepean
© Copyright (c) The Ottawa Citizen
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Green-bin program has many seeing red
Homeowners reluctant to pay or participate
BY PATRICK DARE, THE OTTAWA CITIZEN

NOVEMBER 10, 2009

The City of Ottawa's green-bin program, including the fees paid to run it, is getting a hostile reception
from many citizens.
Councillor Peter Hume, chairman of city council's planning and environment committee, which is
bringing in the organic-waste program, says a lot of citizens are telling councillors they don't want to
participate in the program or pay for it.
Several members of the committee have proposed that homeowners pay the entire bill for the $17million green-bin program and that the charge be grouped together with fees for recycling and regular
garbage pickup on the property-tax bill. The total per-household bill for those services would be $195, a
"user fee" bill that's attached to the June tax bill. Rural residents, apartment dwellers and businesses
would not contribute to the green-bin program's cost because they aren't getting green-bin service.
The green bins are being distributed to households this fall and collection is to begin in January.
Hume, the councillor for Alta Vista, says the program cannot be cancelled and the city needs to
improve its poor rate of waste diversion in order to save valuable landfill space.
But River Councillor Maria McRae says there's been a huge reaction against the proposed billing
system and the viability of the green-bin program could be at stake.
"It's causing people to start to question whether they want to participate in the green-bin program.
That's unfortunate," said McRae, noting that the city spent years running pilot projects on the organics
waste-diversion program to make sure it had a system that works.
McRae said that the proposed financing scheme allows apartment dwellers and rural residents to toss
out their trash as usual with green garbage bags, and not to pay a fee. But homeowners have to pay
the fee and sort their garbage in a new waste stream.
"It's worse than a user fee. It's almost like a special tax," said McRae.
Hume said he believes a majority of councillors on the planning and environment committee will
support the proposed funding model.
On Tuesday the committee is to get an update on the green-bin program and discuss the budget for
2010, which includes the controversial user-pay system.
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Flu clinics reliant on uncertain supply
'There are a lot of unknowns,' medical officer of health says
BY PAULINE TAM, THE OTTAWA CITIZEN

NOVEMBER 10, 2009

Uncertainty about how many doses of the H1N1 vaccine will be shipped to Ottawa over the next two
weeks has forced the public-health department to consider temporarily closing vaccination clinics, just
as officials are preparing to ramp up their immunization campaign.
With about 30,000 doses of the pandemic vaccine in hand, officials are expecting another shipment to
arrive on Wednesday. But they have no idea how big the delivery will be, or whether it will consist
mostly of a special version of the vaccine that is reserved for pregnant women.
As a result, the city's vaccine supply could run out before the week is over, forcing the clinics to shut
down.
"There are a lot of unknowns," said Dr. Isra Levy, Ottawa's chief medical officer of health. "How much
(of the vaccine) will come in? How quickly will it arrive? What will come in? We just don't know what's
going to happen."
The situation hints at widespread confusion among the levels government, with municipal officials, who
are ultimately responsible for getting the vaccine into people's arms, at the mercy of decisions being
made by provincial and federal officials.
Last week, Dr. David Butler-Jones, Canada's chief public health officer, warned that manufacturer
GlaxoSmith-Kline had fallen behind because it was making an unadjuvanted vaccine, which does not
contain an immune booster, for pregnant women.
Glaxo has since switched its one production line back to making the adjuvanted vaccine, aimed at the
rest of Canadians, but it will take some time to increase production to the target of three million doses
per week.
Levy said the lack of information from the federal and provincial governments about vaccine shipments
makes it difficult for public-health units to plan ahead beyond a day or two.
The uncertainty comes as the city has increased its pool of available vaccinators. In addition to the 140
nurses and paramedics who staff the city-run vaccination clinics daily, 120 family physicians have
signed on to give the vaccine to patients at their offices.
Levy said his department has received orders for 40,000 doses from physicians who have met the
provincial criteria to administer the pandemic vaccine, but it will only be released when the city receives
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enough supply.
"Certainly, in terms of distributing the vaccine, we're ready to go," said Levy.
Meanwhile, about 1,500 people with flu-like symptoms have sought medical help at Ottawa's six flu
assessment centres since they opened last Wednesday.
Judy Brown, spokeswoman for a citywide committee of hospital pandemic planners, said the centres,
aimed at taking some of the load off emergency rooms, have led to a slight drop in ER visits. Even so,
The Ottawa Hospital's General campus has had a particularly "challenging" time managing the
increased number of patients with flu-like illnesses, Brown said.
Levy continued to urge people who have coughs and fevers, are at high risk of developing flu-related
complications, and who don't have family doctors to head to the flu assessment centres.
--Vaccination Clinics
The city's flu-vaccination clinics are still only accepting people in priority groups -- those under 65 with
chronic health conditions, children six months to five years, pregnant women and front-line health
workers -- for shots. At all locations, Public Health begins handing out wristbands to hold places in line
at 9 a.m.; vaccinations start at 2:30 p.m. at all locations except Public Health headquarters, where they
begin at 5 p.m.
- Orléans Client Service Centre, 255 Centrum Blvd.
- Vanier-Richelieu Community Centre, 300 Des Pères Blancs Ave.
- Tom Brown Arena, 141 Bayview Rd.
- Kanata Recreation Complex, 100 Walter Baker Pl.
- Fred G. Barrett Arena, 3280 Leitrim Rd.
- Public Health headquarters, 100 Constellation
Locations of Flu Assessment Centres
The city's flu-assessment centres, for people who have flu-like symptoms and no access to a family
doctor:
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- Sandy Hill Community Health Centre, 221 Nelson St.
- Somerset West Community Health Centre, 55 Eccles St.
- Centretown Community Health Centre, 420 Cooper St.
- Dempsey Community Centre, 1895 Russell Rd.
- Carlington Community Health Centre, 900 Merivale Rd.
- Pinecrest Queensway Community Health Centre, 1365 Richmond Rd.
Online Coverage
- Read factsheets, Q&As and the latest info, and find the latest guide to H1N1 flu vaccine clinics
- Download a vaccine form before your visit
- Watch a video report of vaccine availability in city
- Follow us on Twitter for the latest on the pandemic: @ottawacitizen
- Find all this and more on a special swine flu site at ottawacitizen.com
© Copyright (c) The Ottawa Citizen
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No tolerance for death
BY ANDREW COHEN, CITIZEN SPECIAL

NOVEMBER 10, 2009

What is striking about the swine flu epidemic -- and the reaction of the public, the government and the
media -- is not the nature of the illness, the effectiveness of the vaccine or the preparedness of public
health officials.
What is striking is our view of death today, which has resonance on the eve of Remembrance Day.
Fundamentally, our view of dying isn't what it used be. In the 21st century, especially in the West, we
won't really tolerate death anymore.
Everyone knows that the epidemic isn't as deadly as feared. That isn't news. Relatively speaking, few
people have died from swine flu at home or abroad.
Yet here we are, wringing hands, wiping brows, lining up.
Officials scold queue-jumpers, inviting much hissing and a peculiarly Canadian public shaming.
A teenaged boy dies, apparently healthy, and the anxiety goes viral. The lines get longer, the demands
louder. Do something. Now.
Hysteria is the new influenza. It is moving faster than the epidemic itself. The government misread the
crisis! It ordered the wrong vaccine! This is its Hurricane Katrina!
The CBC examines every element of the epidemic, ad nauseam, including whether the network itself
has exaggerated the story. (Given that The National has gone soft, revamping its format and
embracing service journalism, how could it overplay this?)
Of course people have died, as they do from illness every day, and that is a personal tragedy. But it
isn't a public one, not yet, even if that is what we have made of this.
Everyone has played their part. The public, terrified about the illness, makes demands. The
government, worried about the fallout, tries to meet them. The media covers the story and amplifies it.
And so it goes.
But it all starts with the essential view in our society that human life is fragile and defensible. This
wasn't always so. Two generations ago, life was much, much cheaper.
Death came early and often. People did not live as long (the life expectancy has risen sharply in the
last century). It wasn't unusual to lose an infant to disease; it happened to Abraham Lincoln, Theodore
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Roosevelt and Winston Churchill.
War meant slaughter, and who really cared? In the First World War, more than a million died in the
Battle of the Somme in France. They dropped by the thousands. Undaunted, the generals kept
ordering them into battle.
That is what happened to the Newfoundland Regiment at Beaumont Hamel. On July 1, 1916, it lost 90
per cent of its men. At roll call that evening, there was almost no one.
The Second World War did not have the same costly trench warfare, but there was still tolerance of
high casualties. When the Americans advanced, island by island, in the South Pacific, they would lose
hundreds of marines in a morning. The Japanese would lose more.
In Europe, the Allies were mowed down in the hedges of Normandy, in the Ardennes, in the Battle of
the Bulge. Still, there were always more soldiers to send into the fight, especially from the United
States. Relatively few of the 16 million Americans in uniform saw combat.
Canadians and Americans died, of course, but not in the numbers of other countries. Hitler sent four
million German soldiers to their deaths. The Russians lost 20 million people, mostly civilians. The
Japanese killed some 300,000 civilians at Nanking.
The farther back you go, the more we seem to tolerate death. When the North and South fought the
Civil War, the United States had about 30 million people, a little less than Canada has now. Some
620,000 Americans died in uniform, about two per cent, more than died in all the American wars from
the Revolution to Korea. In today's America, that would be six million. Do you think we would accept
those casualties today?
In This Republic of Suffering, historian Drew Gilpin Faust describes the culture of death of the Civil
War. As the war continued, America became a slaughterhouse.
By contrast, when Canadian soldiers began dying in Afghanistan in 2002, the prime minister attended
the ceremony marking the return of their bodies to Canada. Flags were lowered on Parliament Hill.
Mourning became us.
The military was never comfortable with this practice and eventually it was stopped. But the Governor
General still attends the patriation ceremony at CFB Trenton, when she can, and combat deaths are
still news in Canada.
We have mourned, as a nation, each of the deaths of our soldiers in Afghanistan, as we should. But
one wonders: what if our casualties in Afghanistan were several times that, like the Americans in the
Civil War? Or the Newfoundlanders at Beaumont Hamel?
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What would we be prepared, as a people, to accept? Our tolerance for death is dying, with
consequences we do not yet understand.
Andrew Cohen is president of The Historica-Dominion Institute. These views are his own.
E-mail: andrewzcohen@yahoo.ca
© Copyright (c) The Ottawa Citizen
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Gun control makes everyone safer
BY JANET BAGNALL, THE MONTREAL GAZETTE

NOVEMBER 10, 2009

Canada's long-gun registry was a product of tragedy, a response to the massacre of 14 young women
at Montreal's École Polytechnique on Dec. 6, 1989.
A registry was a rational step toward trying to make sure that the country would never again experience
mass murder. The Polytechnique killer, Marc Lépine, used a semi-automatic gun that allowed him to
shoot 28 people in 22 minutes.
Few Canadians in 1989 knew it was considered normal for someone to have unrestricted access to
such a gun.
The registry that came into effect in 1995 fell short of a true memorial to the murdered women. A
genuinely commemorative law would have restricted ownership of the Sturm-Ruger Mini 14 that was
used to kill them. But it was an unrestricted hunting rifle before Dec. 6, 1989 and it remains unrestricted
to this day.
That omission pales, however, beside the now likely prospect that the registry itself will be killed
outright, making the question of omissions moot.
Last week, a majority of MPs voted to give approval in principle to a private member's bill that, if
passed, would see the repeal of legal requirements to register long-barreled rifles and shotguns.
This is a case of third time lucky for the Conservatives. Once as a party and twice through individual
members' bills, they have waged a relentless attack on the registry. Critics see this as the politics of
division at work, pitting rural voters against urban.
Supporters of the kill-the-registry effort see it more as common sense, a welcome attempt to rid the
country of cumbersome, expensive and unnecessary record-keeping.
Of the three complaints against the registry -- the bureaucratic aggravation, the needlessness and the
expense -- only cost is a legitimate grievance.
The "intrusiveness" of the registry requirements is less an invasion of privacy, frankly, than having to
declare personal income.
Setting up a national long-gun registry did turn out to be a lot more expensive than the original $2million estimate.
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Auditor General Sheila Fraser reported in 2006 that the Liberal government had gone to great lengths
to hide the real cost of the gun registry, which by 2006 had climbed to just under $1 billion. (In the
same report, however, Fraser brought up the staggering $18 billion in uncollected, undisputed back
taxes that the Canada Revenue Agency couldn't figure how to collect, which should put the cost of the
registry in perspective.)
The question of need deserves a serious response, one that has not been forthcoming from the
Conservatives. Bizarrely for a law-and-order party, they dismissed out of hand the concerns of the
Canadian Association of Chiefs of Police.
Public safety is at stake, pleaded association president William Blair last month, to no effect.
Montreal police Chief Yvan Delorme waded in again last week, saying the registry proved its value after
the 2007 shooting at Dawson College. Told of threats made by another individual, police found out from
the registry that this person owned several weapons and they were able to confiscate them.
Is public safety at stake? Research is clear: Guns of all kinds fuel violence.
In 1995, when Canada's gun-control law received Senate approval, 911 Canadians killed themselves
with a firearm, 145 were murdered with a firearm, 49 died accidentally as a result of being shot, six
were shot to death in legal interventions. The circumstances of the shooting deaths of another 14
people were not clear.
The rate of death by a firearm among Canadians under the age of 15 is fifth highest in the world, after
the U.S., Finland, Northern Ireland and Israel.
By 2006, the year the Conservatives brought in legislation to abolish the long-gun registry, Canada's
firearm homicide rate had dropped by 40 per cent since 1991. The homicide rate without guns
decreased by only 28 per cent.
Long guns are the most common type of firearm used in spousal homicide, according to the RCMP.
With restrictions in place against them, the number of women murdered with firearms dropped by 62
per cent between 1991 and 2004.
If MP Candice Hoeppner's bill successfully navigates examination by a Commons committee, a third
Commons vote and then Senate approval, nearly 8 million firearms records will be destroyed. When
police answer a domestic violence call, they won't know whether they are about to enter a house where
there are firearms.
Who is made safer by dismantling the registry? Not the people trapped by domestic violence and not
the people we depend on to protect us. Their safety should have been enough to sink Hoeppner's bill.
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Janet Bagnall writes for the Montreal Gazette.
© Copyright (c) The Ottawa Citizen
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Troops rally to save threatened schools
Delegations to defend 3 slated to close; 6 alternative facilities brace
for scrutiny
BY JOANNE LAUCIUS, THE OTTAWA CITIZEN

NOVEMBER 10, 2009

Chris Ellis is part of a delegation attempting to keep Ottawa's Rideau High School from being closed in Ottawa. Ellis says it
would be confusing for trustees to listen to arguments from the Merivale and Beacon Hill communities at the same meeting.
Photograph by: Jean Levac, The Ottawa Citizen, The Ottawa Citizen

As 172 schools across Ontario face closing, the largest number in more than a decade, two Ottawa
school communities are preparing to fight their own battles.
Ottawa public board trustees are being asked to set aside two nights to hear from delegations making
presentations about the three schools slated to close instead of cramming all the presentations into one
night.
And parents of children in Ottawa's six alternative schools are bracing for a battle to keep their schools
open under the alternative model.
People for Education, which tracks recommended school closings and declining enrolment, said in a
report released Monday that 172 schools are scheduled or recommended to close in the province
between 2009 and 2012. Another 163 schools are under review for possible closing.
Those recommended to close include three Ottawa schools, Rideau High School and two Merivalearea elementary schools, McGregor Easson and Parkwood Hills.
In the Merivale-Baseline area, seven elementary schools were under consideration to close: McGregor
Easson, Carleton Heights, Century, Parkwood Hills, Meadowlands, Sir Winston Churchill and Fielding
Drive. In the Beacon Hill-Ottawa East area, three high schools -- Colonel By, Rideau and Gloucester -were under scrutiny.
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Trustees are to make a final decisions on Dec. 15. The board has set aside Nov. 23 to hear from public
delegations.
But at a school board meeting tonight, trustee Bronwyn Funiciello will introduce a motion that asks to
expand the meeting to two nights, one for the Merivale-area delegations and another for those from
Beacon Hill-Ottawa East.
Funiciello said delegations have until Nov. 19 to sign up, but the rosters are already filling up. Under
the current meeting plan, all of the delegations would have only from 6 p.m. to 11 p.m. on Nov. 23.
As well, she wants representatives from the schools that are directly affected and their councils to have
10 minutes to address the board, with five minutes for community associations, child-care centres and
other affected organizations other than schools.
Members of the public, including parents and students, should get four minutes to state their cases,
Funiciello urges. Under the usual guidelines, members of the public would get only two minutes.
"I would rather see a process where the public feels like it's being heard," she said. "To try to sum up in
two minutes the impact a school closing might have on you is quite a challenge."
Chris Ellis, a former chairman of Rideau's school council, says it would be confusing for trustees to
listen to arguments from the Merivale and Beacon Hill communities at the same meeting.
Ellis, who was a member of the area review committee, said this is the third or fourth closing process
he has been involved in "and, in my opinion, the worst to date."
Meanwhile, parents with children in alternative schools fear their program will be next on the hit list.
Board staff are to present an interim review of the program on Dec. 8, with a final report and
recommendations in January.
Alternative schools were created in the old Ottawa Board of Education in 1982. Based on the
educational philosophy of American writer and lecturer Alfie Kohn, alternative schools reject
standardized testing and competition and promote parental involvement.
The parents of children at alternative schools often "opt out" of Grade 3 and 6 provincial tests in
reading, writing and math by calling in sick on test days, said Richard Deadman, chairman of the
Alternative School Advisory Committee and the parent of four children who have gone to alternative
schools. It is also the norm and not the exception for alternative schools to have multiple grades in one
classroom, and report cards contain anecdotal reports from teachers about a child's progress instead
of grades.
When the Ottawa and Carleton school boards amalgamated a decade ago, there was talk of expanding
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alternative schools, but nothing ever came of the proposal, said Deadman.
There are about 1,200 students in Ottawa's six alternative schools, an enrolment that has been
declining at about the same rate as the rest of the Ottawa school system.
Deadman is concerned about the parameters of the review, which is to look at the effectiveness of the
program, as well as determine whether to continue to offer it.
"It's possible there's an agenda at play, and they're just going through the motions," he said. "We felt
for a number of years that the program hasn't been supported. Every time we want to do something
innovative, we get shut down."
Ending the program would reduce choice in the public school system, Deadman said.
"We're not saying, 'This is the only way to teach kids.' There are kids who really need competition.
Different kids need different things."
School communities fighting to prevent school closings are up against declining numbers of students in
the system, a trend obvious almost everywhere in Ontario, including Ottawa, and expected to last at
least a decade.
Annie Kidder, executive director of People for Education, said an Ontario elementary school now
averages 310 students compared to 365 in 1997-1998, while there is an average of 812 students in a
high school compared to 947 in 2002-2003.
The province should revisit the education funding formula, which was based on numbers from 1997,
with an eye to declining numbers of school-aged children, Kidder said.
Queen's Park also needs a policy that supports using schools as community hubs for other familyrelated resources, such as day cares and offices for social workers, she said.
"People are talking about community hubs, but there is no policy in place," Kidder said. "If I want my
school to be a community hub, there's no way to put together all the bits of funding to make it come
together."
Rideau-Rockcliffe Councillor Jacques Legendre said closing Rideau High School will be "a bloody
disaster."
"The number of school closings of all types run counter to city planning," he said. "I don't know much
about school board policy. But if that school closed, it would be a huge blow to the livability of that
community."
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Demographics change, said Legendre, who plans to make a presentation to trustees.
"But the swing takes 20 to 30 years. You can't lose a piece of land like this and expect to get it back 20
to 30 years later."
© Copyright (c) The Ottawa Citizen
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Veterans invade cyberspace
The government-sponsored YouTube channel aims to bring the
Remembrance Day message to the Internet generation, writes Vito
Pilieci.
BY VITO PILIECI, THE OTTAWA CITIZEN

NOVEMBER 10, 2009 8:03 AM

Veterans Affairs Canada launched a channel called Canada Remembers on youtube.com
Photograph by: ., Youtube

Canada's war veterans are storming onto YouTube in a government bid to highlight their deeds and
educate youth about Remembrance Day.
Veterans Affairs Canada launched a channel called Canada Remembers on the youtube.com videosharing site Friday to bring the message of Remembrance Day to the Internet generation.
Over the weekend more than 67,000 people flocked to watch the videos and many contributed by
uploading their own.
"The response has been overwhelming for us," said Heather MacDonald, a spokeswoman for Veteran
Affairs. "We had no idea it would take off as it has."
MacDonald said surfers have been finding the Canada Remembers channel and a new page of the
same name on the Facebook social networking site with little promotion by Veterans Affairs. There are
already more than 6,000 posts from people sharing personal video and photos with the world. Even
more have contributed to forums and chat boards, sharing memories of family members who served
overseas.
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"There are veterans themselves that are posting comments on our Facebook page, such as an
Afghanistan veteran or a Bosnian veteran," said MacDonald.
"People are talking about their brothers and sisters in Afghanistan. They might be talking about their
father who served overseas or their grandfather or grandmother who was part of World War II."
She also said a message from Dr. Robert Thirsk, a Canadian astronaut currently aboard the
International Space Station, was a particular surprise.
Over the weekend Thirsk found the group on his own and recorded a YouTube video from space,
sharing his observations about Sir John McCrae's poem In Flanders Fields and thanking Canada's
veterans for all they have done.
"It's an honour to share this solemn moment with you as we remember the men and women of our
Canadian Forces who have given their lives," says Thirsk in his video. "To all the men and women who
are serving our country, I salute you."
Despite the buzz the online initiative has created among the veteran population, MacDonald believes
the channels are also helping to educate average youth about why Remembrance Day is important.
"Youth is one of our primary demographics. And the reason we want to get youth involved is because
they carry the torch or remembrance for future generations," she said. "We know that if we want to
engage youth, we need to go to where youth are."
Google Inc., which owns Youtube, says Canadians are the heaviest users of YouTube on the planet.
A recent study by Ipsos Reid found that more than eight in 10 Canadians regularly visit the online video
storehouse. The website sees more than 700 million searches for videos by Canadians every month.
According to a new poll released Monday by Ipsos Reid for the Historica-Dominion Institute,
approximately 13 million adult Canadians say they have a direct relative who has served as a member
of the Canadian Forces during a war or conflict or is currently serving in the Canadian Forces.
The study also said 20 per cent of Canadians plan to attend an official Remembrance Day service on
Nov. 11.
See the videos and join
the Facebook page:
http://www.youtube.com/user/VeteransAffairsCa#p/search
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http://www.facebook.com/CanadaRemembers
© Copyright (c) The Ottawa Citizen
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Tweets smell of success
A popular B.C. blogger has joined sponsored tweeters to improve his
standard of living, writes Gillian Shaw.
BY GILLIAN SHAW, CANWEST NEWS SERVICE

NOVEMBER 10, 2009

John Chow and daughter Sally, age three, Twitter in their West Vancouver home recently. He has already turned his blog, the
'Miscellaneous Ramblings of a Dot-Com Mogul,' below, into a $40,000-a-month enterprise and has registered with a sponsoring
agency to charge $120 per tweet.
Photograph by: Glenn Baglo, Vancouver Sun, Canwest News Service

John Chow's part-time blogging pastime has become a $40,000 U.S. a month revenue generator, and
now he has turned his attention to Twitter where he is earning almost $120 a pop for posting paid
tweets.
While the $2,600 he has racked up since he started about a month ago might seem like lucrative
pickings for the 140-character tweets, Chow is only a small player in a growing online business where
celebrity Twitter users can rake in upwards of $20,000 per tweet.
All it takes is endorsing a company, product or service in a tweet, or simply letting an advertiser deliver
a prepared pitch to the tweeter's followers.
"I expect the sponsored (paid) tweets will probably climb to $6,000 next month," said Chow, who
describes his work as making "money online by telling people how to make money online."
Chow has signed up with two companies, Sponsored Tweets and Ad.ly, to earn revenue from his
twittering. Companies like Sponsored Tweets and Ad.ly are signing up Twitter users -- including
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celebrity "tweeps" with followers that number in the millions -- with the amount advertisers are willing to
pay directly linked to their Twitter popularity and influence.
TV star Kendra Wilkinson, on the cover of InTouch magazine recently showing off her very pregnant
belly, is listed on Sponsored Tweets with a fee of $11,765 to reach her almost 393,000 Twitter
followers.
Kim Kardashian has more than 2.5 million followers and you have to be an advertiser to check her fee
with Ad.ly, but Sean Rad, founder and chief executive officer, said celebrities with Twitter followers in
the millions tend to command paid tweets in the five-figure range.
"We let them set their own price," he said.
"It's a market price and people probably play with those numbers all the time, moving them up and
down."
Rad said the paid tweets, which his company limits to no more than one a day per Twitter publisher -- a
name given Twittter users who post tweets for money -- can range from $1 a tweet to the low five
figures.
"You'd get $20,000 once in a blue moon, you do get $11,000 a tweet -- it depends on the person and
on the following," said Rad.
"Five figures is actually very common in our system but four figures is more common."
Rad said his company limits the number of paid tweets to avoid having them regarded as spam and he
said so far, about one month into its launch, the service hasn't generated a lot of negative reaction.
"We're about in-stream advertising, connecting top-tier publishers with top-tier advertisers," he said.
"Most of our ads get retweeted many, many times."
For Vancouver's Chow, it's just a new sideline to his already lucrative online earnings.
He recently settled with his wife, Sarah Hu, and three-year-old daughter Sally (who has her own Twitter
account) in a toney West Vancouver house.
The house is rented but a neighbouring one is listed for sale at $2.3 million and Chow said his family
wanted to check out the neighbourhood before buying.
His lifestyle is far removed from the downtown east-side house where he moved with his family from
China when he was seven years old.
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It was around 2005 that Chow started taking an interest in blogging and he launched his own blog.
"I thought I should just use it to update my friends and family, and I described it as the 'miscellaneous
ramblings of a dot-com mogul'," he said.
He said readers started asking how they could make money from their blogs and he gave advice, until
a few started to ask why he wasn't making money from his own blog.
"In September 2006 it became a monetized blog," he said.
"My goal was to create a full-time income with part-time work with full time income defined as $3,000 a
month.
"Part-time was about two hours a day, two or three blog posts a day. The first month it made $325
U.S., the second month $1,500. It hit its goal in four months.
"Then I decided, let's pull out all the stops and see what would happen if I do everything possible to
monetize this site using every available method and still maintaining a schedule of two hours a day.
"My blog now makes about $40,000 a month."
And Chow, who is usually around to drop off and pick up Sally at pre-school, still maintains his parttime schedule. Last year before Sally started pre-school, the family travelled for 100 days of the year.
It's a part-time formula with big-time returns.
"I was in China when my blog made a record amount for the month," he said.
© Copyright (c) The Ottawa Citizen
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Brand new 1 and 2 bedroom and studio
Immediate occupancy.

www.domicile.ca

www.AlaVidaLifestyles.com

Prince charms welcome party
By TERRI SAUNDERS, SUN MEDIA
Last Updated: 10th November 2009, 7:19am

When the Prince of Wales apologized to MPP Jim Watson for
bringing some of Ottawa's political elite out onto a cold, windy runway last night, he needn't have bothered.
"He said, 'Sorry I had to drag you out here tonight,' " Watson said of his brief encounter with Prince Charles and his
wife, Camilla, the Duchess of Cornwall, at Ottawa's airport. "I told him there was no need to apologize. It was my
honour to meet him on behalf of the premier."
GREETING
Standing in for Dalton McGuinty, Watson took his place in a receiving line which included MP John Baird, Ottawa
International Airport Authority president and CEO Paul Benoit and Mayor Larry O'Brien, all on hand to greet the royal
couple as they arrived at 8 p.m. yesterday to begin the last leg of an 11-day tour of Canada.
"It was a great honour for us to be here (last night) to greet them and to welcome them to the best city in the country,"
said O'Brien, who was joined on the tarmac by his wife, Colleen.
"Prince Charles said, 'I hope haven't interrupted your dinner.' I told him he had not," O'Brien said.
The royals walked down the stairs from their airplane to greet the line of dignitaries and then climbed aboard a sleek
black sedan, one of nine vehicles in a caravan which whisked them from the airport to Rideau Hall where they were to
spend the night.
They will meet today with Gov. Gen. Michaelle Jean and tomorrow take part in Remembrance Day ceremonies at the
National War Memorial.
MOMENTOUS OCCASION
Maj. Leo Regimbal is a member of the Ottawa branch of the Monarchist League of Canada. He said every visit to
Canada by a member of the Royal Family is a momentous occasion.
"We see Prince Charles' visit as something of a homecoming," said Regimbal.
"He's coming home. And this is an opportunity for the people of Canada to see him and meet his new wife for the first
time. He really likes to come to Canada. He comes here as often as he can."
TERRI.SAUNDERS@SUNMEDIA.CA
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Local docs won't get vaccine soon
By DONNA CASEY, SUN MEDIA
Last Updated: 10th November 2009, 7:09am

Ottawa public health officials have temporarily parked its plan to send
40,000 doses of H1N1 vaccine to family doctors in the face of a
doubtful and dwindling vaccine supply.
More than 100 local physicians have filled out the paperwork to give
the flu shots at their offices but Ottawa’s public health department
needs more vaccine before patients can get the jab with their family
doctor.
“We are going to be ready to go when we have the supply,” said Dr.
Isra Levy, Ottawa’s medical officer of health Monday.
The city has vaccinated about 140,000 people in high-risk priority
groups during the first two weeks of its mass-immunization
campaign.
Jack Martin, 12, gets his H1N1 vaccination at
the Kanata Recreation Centre in Kanata on
Sunday.(DARREN BROWN/Sun Media)

However, public health officials have only 30,000 remaining doses to
last until Wednesday and the next shipment is expected to be
smaller, said Levy.

The lack of vaccine has put the brakes on the rollout of shots for the second phase of priority groups — including
school-age children, firefighters and police.
The target date for inoculating most Ottawa residents was originally the end of November, said Levy, noting a “supply
hitch” could mean delays that might be as long as 10 days.
“It would just be speculating on those factors,” said Levy of the lack of any firm timelines.
During the weekend, Levy said the lines at the city’s fixed-site clinics and a one-day hospital clinic for pregnant women
“appeared to have thinned.”
Levy said it’s possible public health has reached most of the priority groups, including children under five, health care
workers and pregnant women.
Lab-confirmed cases continue to climb, with 94 reported last week. Most of the cases are mild but 25 to 30 people are
now in hospital, with six on ventilators in intensive-care units.
Six new flu assessment centres, set up at community health care centres across the city, have treated about 1,500
people who would have ended up in local emergency departments.
Hospitals are seeing fewer patients in the ERs but those showing up are sicker, said Judy Brown, spokeswoman for an
emergency planning committee for local hospitals.
donna.casey@sunmedia.ca
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