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Province expands vaccination priority list
By ANTONELLA ARTUSO, QUEEN’S PARK BUREAU CHIEF
Last Updated: 11th November 2009, 12:33am

The H1N1 vaccination priority list has been expanded to include
police and firefighters, flu pandemic leadership and lab workers, jail guards and people over the age of 65 living in
long-term care homes.
But school age children will have to wait a little longer for their turn, Ontario’s Chief Medical Officer of Health Dr. Arlene
King confirmed yesterday.
King, who will get vaccinated this week, said it’s essential that critical people managing the health care system be
protected from illness.
“There has to be people managing the pandemic response,” King said. “For instance, another group that has been
immunized or are being immunized are those that are making our vaccine.”
Public health officials will reveal later this week plans for the full roll-out of the vaccine to the remaining groups,
including children five and older.
People over the age of 65 are thought to have some immunity to the swine flu, but frail seniors who get the H1N1 flu
are dying at higher rates than other members of the population and so have been targeted for earlier vaccination.
Dr. Vivek Goel, president and CEO of the Ontario Agency for Health Protection and Promotion, said some areas of the
province have seen indications that the H1N1 virus may be peaking, although that is not yet true across all regions.
“Hopefully, we will start to see that we are coming out of the peak over the next week or so,” Dr. Goel said.
So far in Ontario, H1N1 has killed 52 people and put another 184 people in hospital.
Public health officials failed to meet their weekend goal of vaccinating 2.2 million citizens, but have confirmed 700,000
inoculations through flu clinics.
Another 800,000-plus doses went to physicians office with the belief that much of the supply has gone into arms.
King confirmed that adjuvanted vaccine that has been prepared for vaccination must be used by the end of the day or
tossed out, so some doctors are inoculating non-priority citizens rather than waste the vaccine.
Tamiflu, a recommended treatment for H1N1 influenza, has been shipped to 3,000 pharmacies that have filled about
10,000 prescriptions.
King said anyone who catches the flu should ask their health care provider about taking Tamiflu if they have underlying
health conditions or if they become seriously ill.
Tamiflu is also recommended for use in outbreaks in closed facilities such as long-term care centres.
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Adverse reactions to H1N1 vaccine few, far between
Benefit of shot outweighs risk, experts suggest
BY PAULINE TAM, THE OTTAWA CITIZEN

NOVEMBER 11, 2009

Public-health officials in Ottawa have received 19 confirmed reports of allergic reactions to the H1N1 flu
shot since the city's vaccination campaign began more than two weeks ago.
Of that number, seven people were transferred to hospital emergency rooms, but to date, none has
required hospitalization, said Dr. Nadine Sicard, Ottawa's associate medical officer of health.
Another 11 cases are being investigated by health officals to determine whether they were, indeed,
adverse reactions. In addition, one person was hospitalized for a reaction that was "temporarily
associated, although not directly related to the vaccine," Sicard said in an e-mail. She did not provide
further details.
To date, 140,000 residents, mostly those at high risk of developing complications from swine flu, have
received the pandemic vaccine. That suggests 0.01 per cent, or one in 10,000 people who were
vaccinated, have so far had a suspected allergic reaction to the shot.
"This is within the expected range for a vaccine," said Sicard. Adverse reactions can range from a sore
arm, which is common and does not require medical treatment, to dizziness or fainting. Serious
adverse reactions that require immediate medical attention include an anaphylactic response, in which
the throat closes, blood pressure plunges and airways tighten.
The maker of the H1N1 vaccine, GlaxoSmithKline, warns that up to one in 1,000 doses may result in
an allergic reaction leading to a "dangerous decrease of blood pressure."
Sicard said early data suggests about one in 1,000 Ottawa residents who have received the shot have
reported some reaction within 15 minutes of getting it. "These are mostly hives and tingling on the
tongue that we would regard as significant and reportable," said Sicard. "Some have been fainting
episodes and a handful have been clinical allergic reactions requiring treatment."
In some cases, paramedics have been called. In others, reactions have been monitored at the city-run
vaccination clinics, where people who get the H1N1 vaccine are required to remain for at least 15
minutes after the shot, specifically to watch for any possible side effects.
A study published this month in the British journal The Lancet anticipates that deaths, spontaneous
abortions or Guillain-Barré Syndrome, a rare neurological condition that can cause paralysis, could be
blamed on the swine-flu shot. But according to the study, those events will not necessarily have
anything to do with the vaccine.
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That poses a public-relations challenge for health officials, who worry that sensational media reports of
deaths and illnesses could result in people avoiding the H1N1 shot, said Dr. Paul Hébert, an
epidemiologist at The Ottawa Hospital Research Institute.
Every year in Canada, there are an estimated 700,000 heart attacks, 50,000 strokes and 100,000
miscarriages. Inevitably, officials say, some of these will happen within hours or days of a flu shot.
"We're going through a massive vaccination program and inevitably, things are going to happen," said
Hébert, who's also the editor-in-chief of the Canadian Medical Association Journal.
"The difficulty is, are these attributable to the vaccine? And the answer is, we have no clue. People die
or have heart attacks every day, with or without the flu shot."
With the H1N1 vaccine, health officials are watching for Guillain-Barré and other potential adverse
effects. In the meantime, experts continue to urge the public to get the pandemic flu shot because, they
say, the chance of being infected with the virus is greater than the chance of developing side effects
from the vaccine.
"The adverse reaction is a very rare event. I think having flu is a lot more likely," said Bhagirath Singh,
scientific director of the Institute of Infection and Immunity at the Canadian Institutes of Health
Research.
© Copyright (c) The Ottawa Citizen

http://www.ottawacitizen.com/story_print.html?id=2209017&sponsor=

2009-11-11

Vatican honours school official for work with Ottawa board

Page 1 sur 3

Vatican honours school official for work with Ottawa
board
McCracken shuns Catholic stereotype in promoting faith in separate
system
BY JOANNE LAUCIUS AND JENNIFER GREEN, THE OTTAWA CITIZEN

NOVEMBER 11, 2009

Jamie McCracken
displays the
Benemerenti Medal
the Vatican awarded
him for his work with
the Ottawa Catholic
School Board.
Photograph by:
Chris Mikula, The
Ottawa Citizen, The
Ottawa Citizen

When Jamie McCracken began teaching at a Mississauga separate school, he was a fallen-away
Baptist looking for a job. Before long, though, he felt as if he was coming home, and not long after, he
converted to Catholicism.
Now, more than three decades later, he has been awarded the prestigious
Benemerenti Medal from the Vatican for his exemplary work for the Ottawa Catholic School Board,
most recently as director of education.
Winning it came as a complete surprise, he said in an interview at his Hunt Club
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office. He'd just given a keynote speech at an October teachers' meeting when Archbishop Terrence
Prendergast called him forward to receive the award, one of just a handful worldwide.
McCracken is an evangelist for Catholicism in an age when its message is sometimes out of tune.
"There is this stereotype that adult faith is this cloistered activity, very serious, and no fun. I don't think
spirituality and faith needs to be that way."
He says too many people think 'I'm not doing it right,' or 'I'm not good enough.' They need "to
understand that there is no right or wrong way to engage your relationship with God."
The rich traditions of the church were especially appealing to McCracken in his conversion, but
sometimes, he says, "It hasn't always been accessible to the ordinary person."
Another challenge has been the many shades of Catholicism in separate schools. Some parents feel
the schools are too church-centred; others believe they are not devout enough. Many kids come from
Catholic families, but that doesn't mean they go to church. In some schools, many students may not be
Catholic at all.
When high schools began receiving full provincial funding in 1984, it meant they could move out of
outdated, substandard buildings. But it also meant that there were no excuses, said McCracken.
"The challenge is always to maintain our distinctiveness as a Catholic system. Because if it's not clear,
then you're open to the argument that there's duplication. People send their kids to Catholic schools
because God is important to people."
His approach has been to emphasize a robust, as opposed to a rigid, faith. Every two years, the board
adopts a spiritual theme. From 2006 to 2008, it was, "Who Is My Neighbour?" Now it's, "We care for
God's creation."
Teachers and staff meet regularly to renew their religious commitment. They also contribute to the
Catholic Education Foundation, raising about $300,000 last year for students whose families needed
help to buy winter clothes or pay hydro bills. With the recession, the need is growing greater. Last
September, the foundation spent $9,028. This September, that was up to $32,000.
McCracken grew up in a small mining village on the Scottish coast to a family of devout Baptists. His
father went to work every day in a coal mine half a mile underground and two miles under the sea.
McCracken expected he would follow suit on May 20, 1969, his 16th birthday.
Then, just weeks before, his father died in a carbon monoxide pocket underground. "My mother
determined that no one would go down the mine." The 36-year-old widow moved with her three
children to Manotick to live with a bachelor uncle. Two months later, the uncle died of a heart attack.
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"My mother wanted to go back to Scotland. But people rallied around us," he said. "I will never forget
the kindness of people in Manotick."
That's one of the reasons he has been so active with the United Way, becoming campaign chairman
this year. Every week, McCracken writes a new saying on the white board outside his office. Most
recently, he quoted Buckminister Fuller's remark that: "There's nothing in a caterpillar that tells you it's
going to be a butterfly."
Or that a young boy headed for a life in the mines would find himself half a world away, honoured by
the Pope himself.
© Copyright (c) The Ottawa Citizen

http://www.ottawacitizen.com/story_print.html?id=2209014&sponsor=

2009-11-11

H1N1 booster for HIV patients under trial

Page 1 sur 2

H1N1 booster for HIV patients under trial
BY TOM SPEARS, THE OTTAWA CITIZEN

NOVEMBER 11, 2009

An Ottawa study hopes to find the best way to prevent flu in people with compromised immune
systems -- and to have the results before the H1N1 wave is finished.
The Ottawa Hospital Research Institute is studying 150 people with HIV. The team leader says the
results should apply to anyone whose immune system is damaged.
Results could be ready by January. Normally these studies take years -- first to design, and to have
approved by a hospital ethics committee; then for the hands-on work; then analysing the data; and
finally getting a medical journal to review it independently.
All get flu shots, but some get one shot (the usual treatment for adults) and others get an extra booster
shot three weeks later.
Researchers will measure influenza antibodies "to give you a rough idea of how much immunity and
how much protection has been achieved by vaccinating them," said Dr. Curtis Cooper, an infectious
disease specialist who leads the group.
"HIV patients, just like any other immune-compromised person, are a little bit more susceptible to being
infected with influenza, and are a little bit more susceptible to having a severe illness that could require
hospitalization or even death," Cooper said.
That's true for all flu strains.
"We still don't know what the proper way to immunize HIV patients is, to protect them from influenza,"
he said. "And the information will be valuable for everybody who's immune-suppressed."
This includes people who have had organ transplants, treatment for lupus, or chemotherapy.
People with weakened immune systems often don't respond well to a flu shot. Last year, Cooper began
testing whether a booster shot is useful with seasonal flu.
But last year's flu was a milder strain, and he's hoping this year's severe flu will give a clearer answer.
He suspects a booster will be useful.
The study is being fast-tracked by The Ottawa Hospital, Public Health Agency of Canada and the
Canadian Institutes of Health Research, in order to get answers in January -- during this flu season.
Dr. Timothy Rogers of the Canadian AIDS Treatment Information Exchange said this type of

http://www.ottawacitizen.com/story_print.html?id=2208997&sponsor=

2009-11-11

H1N1 booster for HIV patients under trial

Page 2 sur 2

information "is urgently needed."
Volunteers come from Ottawa, Toronto, Montreal and Halifax, and are in overall good health. They
started getting flu shots a week ago.
The vaccine has an adjuvant, or additive designed to improve the immune system's production of
antibodies. That's the more common type of H1N1 vaccine.
Meanwhile, a team in France has recently announced a similar study.
--Read more about how Ottawa's coping with H1N1: ottawacitizen.com/flu
© Copyright (c) The Ottawa Citizen
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Trust in our MD convinced me to get H1N1
vaccination for Elisa
BY DINA BELL-LAROCHE, THE OTTAWA CITIZEN

NOVEMBER 11, 2009

Like other parents, Dina Bell-Laroche researched the H1N1 swine flu
vaccination. In the end, she followed the advice of her family
physician to get Elisa, 4, vaccinated against H1N1.
Photograph by: Bruno Schlumberger, The Ottawa Citizen, The
Ottawa Citizen

I am a mother of three young children whose ages are four, seven and 10. I am informed, educated,
and resourceful. I read, search out answers to questions in a thoughtful and well researched manner.
But I also have been confused and unsure as to what to make of the mountain of misinformation and
fear-mongering that welcomes us each day as we consume our dose of daily of H1N1-related news.
I waited 10 days before bringing my youngest child to be vaccinated, mainly because I refused to make
my decision based on fear. While countless others, many of who were not in the priority groups, lined
up to get their inoculation, I continued to research hoping to dispel some of the myths, inaccuracies,
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and inconsistencies that I came across.
What finally convinced me to inoculate my youngest daughter, Elisa? Trust -- not in the system or the
spokespeople, or the Internet, or the opinion of strangers. It was the relationship that I have with my
pediatrician, Dr. Stephen Grodinsky, that finally convinced me to have my four-year-old daughter
inoculated.
Trust that was build up over 10 years of weighing pros and cons, of being there when I needed his
advice, of respecting his judgment and him mine, and of building a relationship based on mutual
respect. We are partners, my pediatrician and I, in ensuring the safety and well-being of my children.
And so, after all my soul-searching and research, it came down to the strength of my relationship with
an individual whose expertise and advice I have sought out countless times before.
The day after her inoculation, I spent time with friends, once again weighing the pros and cons of my
decision. They have decided not to inoculate their two children, as has a dear friend who is in her third
trimester. Why? Fear. They are afraid of the unknown and the thousands of unanswered questions that
fill their heads and hearts.
Each of us has to make a decision based on what matters most to us -- what I have found though is
that fear paralyzes people into making decisions that may or may not reflect their values. Some have
acted without thinking while others are thinking without acting. My decision was made easier by
reaching out to someone I trust.
Dina Bell-Laroche,
Kanata
© Copyright (c) The Ottawa Citizen
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Remember the wounded as well
We can honour those whose lives are shattered in war by taking better
care of them when they return
BY COLIN KENNY, CITIZEN SPECIAL

NOVEMBER 11, 2009

Today, Remembrance Day, the hearts of Canadians will go out to the families of those who have been
killed on the battlefield over the years, with particular grief for those who have died in recent years in
Afghanistan. But Remembrance Day should also be a time to pay tribute to the young men and women
who have returned home badly wounded.
Most Canadians know all too well that 133 of this country's soldiers have died in Afghanistan. Perhaps
fewer of them know nearly a thousand have been wounded, and at last count about 180 of them have
suffered the most serious kinds of injuries Veterans Affairs Canada describes as some combination of
"amputations, significant brain trauma or complex psychological injuries." This number may grow.
Psychological injuries sometimes show up months or even years after return.
The pain wounded soldiers and their families suffer often goes far beyond the physical trauma of
healing and rehabilitation. Coming home physically or psychologically wounded often damages
treasured relationships, established ways of life and prospects for climbing any kind of ladder to
financial success. Bad wounding often wrecks your life.
Canada has improved many of the ways it compensates wounded veterans in recent years under the
New Veterans Charter, but much remains to be done.
Allow me to attempt an analogy with the way we honour our dead soldiers.
When we honour our war dead, we don't separate them by rank in our minds. We know many
thousands of Canadian lieutenants may have died. We know many more thousands of Canadian
privates and corporals may have died. We honour them all without the slightest thought of what rank
they might have held when they were taken from their families. We treat the wounded differently. By
the end of 2008 nearly 969 Canadian soldiers had been wounded in Afghanistan. Of these, 404 were
wounded in action, and 565 suffered non-battle injuries.
If the list of those soldiers who have died in Afghanistan is any indication, a large proportion of those
injured have come from the lower ranks. Of the 133 Canadian military personnel killed to date in
Afghanistan, 105 were classified by rank as privates, corporals or master corporals. So the injured list
is undoubtedly similar.
Now consider this: the base pay for a private serving in the Canadian Forces is $31,488. For a
corporal, it's $52,920 and the highest pay for a master corporal is $58,200. Some make a little more
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money if they are technical specialists, but not a lot more. These aren't big bucks.
When veterans cannot be rehabilitated due to serious injuries and are unable to hold a job, Veterans
Affairs Canada provides them with earnings-loss compensation to age 65, which amounts to 75 per
cent of their salaries. Combined with lump sum payments received when they leave the Forces, this
may seem fair. But when you look closely, I think it's a raw deal. For a start, why does this
compensation stop at age 65? Does anyone think most of these people are going to have enough
money to invest in RRSPs?
And why is this compensation being taxed? Is this a country that's so short of money that we need to
tax the people who got blown up for us? And is 75 per cent really enough for people whose salaries,
even when indexed for inflation, are so low?
But, because the compensation formula is based on paying out a percentage of what these people
were making when they were injured, the lower ranks get a lot less over their lifetimes.
To me, the lost legs of a corporal shouldn't be valued at one penny less than the lost legs of a
sergeant.
Anyone who has lost a limb -- or become mentally debilitated -- knows the damage can never been
compensated for in dollars. But at the very least every soldier who comes home badly wounded should
be compensated equally, not according to rank. Hell, the 19-year-old private who gets his brain
smashed in by a roadside bomb explosion could have ended up as a colonel some day. Why punish
these people for paying the incalculable price they ended up paying in their youth, rather than their
middle age?
We can honour our dead, but we can't bring them back. That's beyond our capability as human beings.
But we do have the capability to honour our wounded by giving them all a healthy benefits package that
will give them a fighting chance to rebuild their lives and maintain their families.
Colin Kenny is chair of the Senate Committee on National Security and Defence. E-mail:
Kennyco@sen.parl.gc.ca
© Copyright (c) The Ottawa Citizen
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High school offers lessons in remembrance
By DOUG HEMPSTEAD, SUN MEDIA
Last Updated: 11th November 2009, 7:19am

Every November for the past 17 years, Notre Dame High School has
become a microcosm of the Canadian War Museum for a day.
Most classes are cancelled and rooms given up to veterans from a
variety of conflicts, including the Second World War, Korea, the Cold
War, Rwanda and Afghanistan. It’s a comprehensive look at 70 years
of Canadian military history.
Instead of displays and government films, students meet the soldiers
themselves.

Students at Notre Dame High School spent
the day Tuesday taking a look at 65 years of
Canadian Military activity, sacrifice and
legacy.

In turn, the students also put on a show. The school’s auditorium was
standing-room-only yesterday for an original dramatic and musical
revue focused on the personal relationships of soldiers in both world
wars. The production sought to demonstrate to the veterans in
attendance that students could put themselves in the shoes of earlier
generations.
NATO veteran association member Daniel Drapeau says not all
students can do this successfully.

“They grow up with video games, and video game killing is a game,” he said. “So, when we go to their school, the first
question they will ask is, ‘How many people did you kill?’ It’s not their fault, they’re brainwashed, seeing it as a game.
But when you have to be in a war, it’s not funny at all. You’ve seen how human beings can be sometimes.”
Many giving talks today are both veterans of the military and events like yesterday’s at Notre Dame. Year after year
they share their experiences with students.
With nearly 50 different nationalities among the 1,000-member student body, some of the veterans’ stories —
particularly those of former UN peacekeepers — are not just tales from across the ocean.
Grade 12 student Pacifique Sebarenzi lost family in the Rwandan genocide.
“I don’t want to say that I appreciate the message more, but I certainly have a personal feel for what it means.”
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Green bin levy gets OK from committee
By DEREK PUDDICOMBE, SUN MEDIA
Last Updated: 11th November 2009, 7:27am

The city’s planning and environment committee voted 6-2 Tuesday in
favour of making residential taxpayers fork over a special levy on a June utility bill to pay for the green bin recycling
program.
The alternative would be to include the cost of the program on the property tax bill, as is currently the case with the
blue and black box recycling programs.
Some city councillors want to know why the city waited until the last moment to figure out how taxpayers should pay for
the green bin program. Council endorsed the program more than a year ago and it launches in January.
If council endorses the payment plan, taxpayers would see garbage and recycling collection rolled into one bill. In
addition to the $86 they pay for garbage collection on the June utility bill, a $68 charge for the green bin program and
$41 for the blue and black box programs would also be included. The average resident will pay $57 more a year for
curbside collection.
Orleans Coun. Bob Monette said his office has received hundreds of e-mails since the levy proposal was unveiled a
week ago.
He wonders why staff didn’t sort out payment details when council was considering the green bin project in 2008.
“Day and night I’m responding to them,” he said. “Why did we not put the emphasis on how it was going to be paid
for?”
He also is sympathetic to taxpayers who want to opt out and return their green bin to the city. They can return their
green bin, but they’ll still have to pay for the service.
“Maybe we should delay the program,” he said.
Committee chairman Peter Hume said the city has always known the cost of the green bin program. He couldn’t
answer why the levy payment option wasn’t presented earlier.
“Good question,” said Hume, adding that if the city determined how to pay for it sooner it might not be facing the
current public backlash.
“Traditionally you don’t make that decision until it appears on the city budget,” he said. “I know it’s a little bit painful but
we are bringing in a new service.”
Capital Coun. Clive Doucet said he doesn’t want to move waste programs off the property tax bill until city staff study
how other municipalities across the country pay for the service.
derek.puddicombe@sunmedia.ca
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Hospitals ground zero in H1N1 battle
By DONNA CASEY, SUN MEDIA
Last Updated: 11th November 2009, 7:22am

Behind the glass door closing off the darkened room, behind the
infectious-disease warning signs nearby, behind the elastic strap of a
ventilator mask, a young woman tries to breathe.
She’s propped up in her hospital bed, her eyes partially open, a
pillow cushioning her curly blond hair.
A young man stands at her side, wearing a floor-length yellow
protective gown, a plastic face shield and an anxious look.
On a gloriously sunny November afternoon, in the north end of the
intensive care unit at the Ottawa Hospital’s General campus, H1N1
lives here.

Queensway-Carleton Hospital emergency
department manager Lorraine Harker
surveys the hospital’s special H1N1 ER
yesterday afternoon. The hospital set up a
separate ER for flu cases to ease the strain
on its regular emergency department. (Tony
Caldwell/Sun Media)

The woman is one of eight patients in the 28-bed unit battling the
swine flu virus. She’s one of dozens of seriously ill Ottawa residents
caught up in the second wave of the H1N1 outbreak that has struck
this fall.
With lab-confirmed cases of the virus continuing to climb in the
Ottawa area, hospitals are seeing a jump in the number of patients
needing treatment — including life-saving ventilators.

“What we’re seeing now is people with more severe illness,” says
Lorraine Harker, emergency department manager at the Queensway-Carleton Hospital.
Local public health officials say the city is now into week four of what’s predicted to be an eight-week wave of the virus.
Last week, the QCH saw its ER traffic hit nearly 300 visits per day — almost double the normal volume for this time of
year — forcing hospital planners to open up a separate ER for flu cases only.
The opening of six flu assessment centres across Ottawa last week took a load off the QCH’s emergency department,
bringing visits to near-normal rates, says Harker.
At 1 p.m. Tuesday, the hospital’s separate flu ER — set up in an outpatient physio gym — was nearly empty, in
contrast to the packed main emergency department waiting room.
“If we had to direct everyone to our main ER, we’d be drowned,” says Harker.
The west-end hospital is seeing an increase in patients who started treatment with their family doctors.
“They’ve had the Tamiflu and then they take a sudden dive for the worse,” explains Harker.
At least 50% of the H1N1 patients in the ER have been kids, with “four or five” needing resuscitation, says Harker.
At the Ottawa Hospital’s General campus last week, a surge in serious H1N1 cases overloaded the intensive care unit,
putting the hospital’s pandemic plan to the test.
A region-wide critical care H1N1 plan means local hospitals must take transfers from other hospitals with overloaded
ICUs.
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“We’re still seeing a relatively high number of patients requiring hospitalization,” says Mike Tierney, vice-president of
clinical programs at the Ottawa Hospital.
To deal with too few beds and too many H1N1 patients needing them, the hospital has cancelled more than 100
elective surgeries over the past week.
Like at the QCH, it’s a constant numbers-crunching game to get the sickest people treated as the respiratory virus
continues to spread in schools, workplaces and the larger community.
“We seem to be seeing a plateau, but at the same time we can’t be complacent about it,” says Tierney.
donna.casey@sunmedia.ca
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United in gratitude
Royals, veterans and younger generation brought together to pay tribute to fallen
By KATHLEEN HARRIS, NATIONAL BUREAU CHIEF
Last Updated: 11th November 2009, 2:22am

Canada's Remembrance Day ceremony will have a royal touch today
as Prince Charles and his wife Camilla join the poppy-wearing crowd paying tribute to the country's fallen.
Thousands are expected to spill into the streets surrounding the National War Memorial in the capital, where the
Prince will gather with elderly veterans, students and dignitaries in a solemn ceremony to mourn the sacrifice of war.
Prime Minister Stephen Harper, who will be joined by wife Laureen and his children Ben and Rachel, said Canadians
are united in remembrance and gratitude.
"On this Remembrance Day, we pause to remember the courage and sacrifice of those Canadian soldiers, sailors, and
airmen and airwomen who served to defend our nation and fight tyranny, injustice and terror," he said in a prepared
statement. "Canada is proud of its forces. The world has seen the bravery of our service men and women at Vimy
Ridge, on Normandy beaches, in Korean hills and in countless other missions throughout the world. When the cause is
just, Canada has always been there to defend freedom, democracy, human rights, and the rule of law."
PAST SACRIFICES
Harper said Canada's heritage is a legacy handed down from those who made past sacrifices -- a legacy that is
carried on today by Canadians serving in Afghanistan and other hot spots.
Wilf Edmond, president of the Royal Canadian Legion, has seen a surge in remembrance -- spearheaded by the
dedication of remains of the Unknown Soldier and greater awareness from Canada's mission in Afghanistan.
"It made the younger crowd more aware that there is war, and war is not good," he said. "In order for freedom to come
to those countries, sacrifices need to be made."
Aging veterans have garnered greater respect in recent years and have become more willing to share their stories with
the younger generation, he said.
Nicole Vair of Saint John, N.B., who is in Ottawa through an Encounters Canada program, said Remembrance Day is
a chance to reflect on how lucky Canadians are to live in a free society -- and to thank those who made it possible.
"We are fortunate for what they gave to us. It is a time to remember," she said.
Gowtham Kanthan, a 17-year-old Saskatoon student, will reflect on the sacrifice.
"They fought. They didn't know us or what our country would become, but they knew they were fighting for something
great and they gave their lives for it," he said.
KATHLEEN.HARRIS@SUNMEDIA.CA

Copyright © 2009 Ottawa Sun All Rights Reserved

http://www.ottawasun.com/news/canada/2009/11/11/11705356-sun.html

2009-11-11

Taliban PoWs offered swine flu shots | Canada | News | Ottawa Sun

Autos

Careers

Classifieds

Page 1 sur 2

Homes

Taliban PoWs offered swine flu shots
Outraged minister orders probe, but it might not be her call
By CHRISTINA SPENCER, NATIONAL BUREAU
Last Updated: 11th November 2009, 2:22am

With millions of Canadians still waiting for the H1N1 vaccine, the
possibility our troops in Afghanistan could offer the shot to Taliban detainees as soon as today is "outrageous," says
Health Minister Leona Aglukkaq.
Aglukkaq, who heard of the plan yesterday afternoon, ordered an immediate investigation.
"I'm very disturbed by the news," she said. "I've always said Canadians are a priority. Whether it be donating vaccine
to other countries, we've always said that the rollout of the vaccines produced in Canada is for Canadians first and
foremost."
The Canadian Press quoted Task Force Surgeon Cmdr. Rob Briggs as saying detainees at the Kandahar Air Base
would be offered the shot starting today.
Under terms of the Geneva Conventions, prisoners of war must receive medical treatment similar to that of their
captors.
A spokesman for Defence Minister Peter MacKay said any vaccination policy would be an "operational" decision made
in Afghanistan, not by the minister.
Last night, the Department of National Defence released a terse statement saying the Canadian Forces "are providing
appropriate medical care to those in their custody.
"Offering vaccination to detainees for H1N1 would be based on medical need and at this point there is no program to
vaccinate detainees and no vaccine has been provided to any detainee," said Maj. Jason Proulx.
PRACTICAL MOVE
The controversy comes when provinces are running short of vaccine and most Canadians who aren't at high risk -including seniors -- can't get the shot.
It also comes after Afghanistan declared a state of emergency over H1N1, closing schools and other gathering spots
for the next three weeks.
Canadian diplomats and soldiers in Afghanistan have started receiving their shots, as have civilians employed by the
Canadian Forces.
Retired Col. Brian MacDonald, senior analyst for the Conference of Defence Associations, said offering the shot to
Taliban prisoners could be practical.
"If you were dealing with a possible epidemic, it makes sense for the health of the other people in the points of
detention to have the inmates also vaccinated," he said.
"The last thing you want on your hands is a pandemic going off in your prisoner-of-war camp where your own soldiers
and civilians are put at unnecessary risk."
Canadians who haven't got the vaccine shouldn't blame the military if it vaccinates prisoners, MacDonald said, but
should complain to their provincial minister of health.
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"I would think that Canadian public opinion, if it knew that the vaccine was available and that the Taliban prisoners
were not being vaccinated, would see that as not a very good practice," he said.
CHRISTINA.SPENCER@SUNMEDIA.CA
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