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University heads praise budget
Government supports core mission of schools and secondary functions
Amid austerity, a boost for higher education and advanced research. The 2010 budget of the federal
government has struck a difficult balance in difficult times.

JEAN LEVAC, THE OTTAWA CITIZEN

University of Ottawa president Allan Rock is among a number of post-secondary education
leaders who praises the new federal budget.
It proposes to continue short-term stimulus spending, and introduces mediumterm austerity
measures, while sustaining long-term provincial transfers. It also welcomes global competition and
reduces regulation in a range of economic spheres, even as it reinforces some domestic subsidies.
Universities and colleges have been big beneficiaries of the federal government’s infrastructure
spending, but it could be argued that postsecondary education and research are rather small parts of
this new balancing act. Our view is different. As presidents of 13 research-intensive universities
spanning the country, we read the budget with an eye on our sister institutions in the U.S. and Britain.
The United States has boosted national researchand-development spending, but many states have
slashed payments to universities, and the federal deficit is still growing at an unprecedented rate.
In Britain, higher education will lose approximately $ 1.5 billion Cdn. in government funding over
the next three years, and massive layoffs are underway.
The maintenance of federal transfers to provinces in Budget 2010 is therefore critically important. In
past debt-elimination drives, federal transfers to provinces were rapidly reduced.
Provinces then passed the cuts on to universities and colleges, hospitals and municipalities. Budget
2010 reduces the chances that this adverse history will be repeated.
This budget has also given universities a clear signal to get on with the job of laying the foundations
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for a sustainable economic recovery. We welcome that signal and the support that goes with it in a
period of tough choices.
By way of example, in the midst of wide-ranging austerity measures, the budget promises new
funds for basic research through granting councils and renewed support for research infrastructure.
Continued operating and capital support for basic research will help universities and research hospitals
support and retain our top scholars and students, and draw talent from other jurisdictions.
Some focused investments are also anticipated for talent development. Here, Budget 2010 includes
funding to attract top post-doctoral trainees and support the internationalization of graduate studies in
Canada. These initiatives complement last year’s creation of the Vanier scholarships for top-tier
graduate students and the Canada Excellence Research Chairs for outstanding scientists. These, too,
are very positive initiatives.
The budget recognizes another point of concern to all universities and colleges: Canada’s wellknown innovation gap. After all the reports on that problem, it is increasingly clear that the incentives
for innovation are not well-aligned across the current array of federal and provincial mechanisms to
promote new products, services and businesses. Canada already spends billions on government labs
and agencies, R&D subsidies, and an array of specialized programs designed to support inventors and
companies.
Many observers believe that a major overhaul could lead to a stronger innovation system at lower
cost. Furthermore, the resulting savings could be reinvested into the system to make more Canadian
programs consistent with the practices adopted by other industrialized nations.
We therefore warmly welcome Budget 2010’s promise of a national review of public R&D spending
and are keen to contribute to it.
In conclusion, we know that others are already debating the merits of Budget 2010. Universities are
hotbeds of critical thinking, and we can each advance our own criticisms of any budget. However, in the
current climate of austerity, we think it is essential to acknowledge that in this budget, universities
have been given important support to reinforce our core missions, along with some valuable new tools
to help us advance on several strategic fronts.
For that vote of confidence in higher education and advanced research, we are indeed grateful to
the government and to Canada’s taxpayers. Denis Brière, Recteur, Université Laval; Amit Chakma,
President, University of Western Ontario; Peter George, President, McMaster University;
David Johnston, President, University of Waterloo; Heather
Munroe-Blum, Principal, McGill University; David Naylor, President, University of Toronto;
Allan Rock, President, University of Ottawa; Indira
Samarasekera, President, University of Alberta; Stephen
J. Toope, President, University of British Columbia; Tom
Traves, President, Dalhousie University; Warren Veale, Interim President, University of Calgary; Luc
Vinet, Recteur, Université de Montréal; Daniel
Woolf, Principal, Queen’s University.
Printed and distributed by NewpaperDirect | www.newspaperdirect.com, US/Can: 1.877.980.4040, Intern: 800.6364.6364 | Copyright and
protected by applicable law.
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World at their fingertips
From bullying to sexting, girls face challenges in cyberspace, according to a
conference held at the University of Ottawa. SHANNON PROUDFOOT reports.
‘We sort of assume that technology is a boy world, but new research is indicating that it’s a girl’s world and that
girls are jumping into online media at a faster rate than boys.’
VALERIE STEEVES, professor of criminology, University of Ottawa

It’s a girl’s world online, but not an easy landscape to navigate. From cyberbullying and sexting, to
pressures to be thin, girls face a challenging online environment, according to researchers speaking
Friday at a conference at the University of Ottawa. But girls are also using the Internet to build
realworld friendships and try on different identities, they say, and they’re more keen adopters of social
networking than their male classmates.

ANDRE PICHETTE, CANWEST NEWS SERVICE

Researchers suggest that girls are jumping into online media at a faster rate than boys and
their embracing of it is empowering them to break out of the narrow roles defined by the
mainstream media. Girls are also showing a greater willingness to embrace social
networking.
“We sort of assume that technology is a boy world, but new research is indicating that it’s a girl’s
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world and that girls are jumping into online media at a faster rate than boys,” says Valerie Steeves,
a professor of criminology at the University of Ottawa.
Steeves and Jane Bailey, an associate professor of law at the university, co-chaired a panel at the
Taking Stock of Technology conference held last week to launch the university’s new Centre for Law,
Technology and Society.
Some experts say online media is empowering girls to break out of the narrow roles def ined by
mainstream media, Steeves says, while others are concerned girls and women might be simply
reproducing the same stereotypes online.
Sexting shines a spotlight on the conflicting messages girls face, says Bailey. In the United States,
some underage girls have been charged or threatened with child-pornography charges after posting
provocative photos of themselves, she says ( she’s not aware of that happening in Canada), so girls are
“submerged” in a mainstream culture of hyper-sexualized imagery but face criminal punishment or
chastisement when they emulate it.
“This imagery (is) so easily distributed and tradeable and very difficult to get back once it’s been
released,” she says of girls sending racy photos of themselves.
Most research on girls online focuses on those ages 10 to 17, Steeves says, and differences from
boys emerge as they grow.
At younger ages, boys and girls are equally likely to post pictures or sound off about their opinions,
she says. As they get older, boys are less likely to post pictures, but more likely to share their
addresses and cellphone numbers online. Older girls like posting photos, but use privacy settings to
control who can see any contact information that would allow someone to find them in “the real world.”
“ Their real-world experiences really do structure their online behaviour,” Steeves says. “ The
research I’ve looked at argues that the differences reflect the fact that girls feel less safe in the real
world than boys do.”
Research suggests girls are more likely to be targeted by cyberbullying than boys and there’s
growing evidence they’re active instigators, too, Bailey says. At the same time, girls are more likely to
post profiles on social-networking sites, Steeves says, and they include more information and lie less in
their profiles than boys.
“When guys do communicate on the Internet, particularly at that older age group, they’re much
more likely to be happy talking with people they haven’t met before, particularly to flirt,” Steeves says.
“Girls are much less likely to talk to people they haven’t met before. They’re more likely to use the
Internet to consolidate that web of social relationships that’s so important to them.”
There’s a huge emphasis on relationships, sexuality and weight — or the lack of it — for girls online,
Steeves says, and corporations and brands are eager to get in on the action.
Her current favourite example is Seventeen magazine’s Body Peace Project, which includes a
website and Facebook page where girls can sign a pledge that they will ignore the niggling voices in
their heads telling them they’re not skinny or pretty enough.
“Fascinating if you think about it, because Seventeen is one of the vehicles in which these images
are constantly bombarding girls,” Steeves says.
“It’s just a bundle of mixed messages and the corporation is able to create a relationship between
the girl and the brand, to ‘friend’ the girl. ... ‘Hey, it’s not us, it’s you! We’re here to help you not listen
to the messages that we’re giving you.’ ”
Printed and distributed by NewpaperDirect | www.newspaperdirect.com, US/Can: 1.877.980.4040, Intern: 800.6364.6364 | Copyright and
protected by applicable law.
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Le député Bélanger veut le devis,
mais il devra être traduit
Attentes du ministère du Patrimoine canadien envers les cérémonies des Jeux
olympiques
Le nouveau critique libéral en matière de langues officielles, Mauril Bélanger, a profité de la rentrée
parlementaire pour exiger que le gouvernement Harper dépose d’ici le 18 mars, le devis contenant les
attentes de Patrimoine canadien vis-à-vis des cérémonies d’ouverture et de clôture des Jeux
olympiques de Vancouver.
Or, selon ce que nous avons appris hier, l e devis d’une vingtaine de pages remis par Patrimoine
canadien au Comité organisateur des Jeux olympiques de Vancouver (COVAN) n’avait été rédigé qu’en
anglais. Il devra donc être traduit avant qu’il ne puisse être distribué aux parlementaires la semaine
prochaine.
Lors de la première réunion du comité des langues officielles cette semaine, le député Bélanger a
déposé un avis de motion dans lequel il a demandé au ministre du Patrimoine canadien et des Langues
officielles de déposer au plus tard le 18 mars une copie bilingue du devis, dans lequel le gouvernement
précisait ses attentes pour les cérémonies d’ouverture et de clôture et pour lesquelles Patrimoine
canadien a versé 20 millions $.
Les députés présents ont voté à l’unanimité en faveur de la motion, hier matin.
Avant que le document ne soit distribué, les députés ont appris que le devis, qui n’a pas été rendu
public jusqu’à maintenant, devra être traduit. Le greffier du comité leur a toutefois assuré que la
traduction serait faite et que le document serait distribué lors de la réunion le 18 mars.
À la suite des nombreuses critiques soulevées par l’absence du fait français lors de la cérémonie
d’ouverture, nous avons tenté sans succès d’obtenir une copie du devis de Patrimoine canadien, il y a
plus de deux semaines.
Le ministère nous avait plutôt dirigés vers le responsable de la Loi d’accès à l’information, une
démarche qui peut prendre plusieurs mois.
« Pas une confiance aveugle »
Lors du comité permanent des langues officielles du 28 avril 2009, le président du comité consultatif
sur l es l angues officielles du COVAN, Jacques Gauthier, avait confirmé qu’un représentant de
Patrimoine canadien siégeait au comité du COVAN.
Il avait en même temps confirmé l’existence d’un document d’une vingtaine de pages dans lequel
étaient contenues les attentes du ministère pour les cérémonies d’ouverture et de fermeture.
Il avait ajouté que le COVAN avait pris les moyens pour s’assurer que « les spectacles se déroulent
comme il se doit ».
« On doit avoir confiance. Ce n’est pas une confiance aveugle, très loin de là. Elle nous a remis son
devis et ses attentes », avait dit M. Gauthier devant les membres du comité des langues officielles.
Printed and distributed by NewpaperDirect | www.newspaperdirect.com, US/Can: 1.877.980.4040, Intern: 800.6364.6364 | Copyright and
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Cooked ham recall over Listeria fears
By QMI AGENCY
Last Updated: March 12, 2010 9:58am

News that an Ontario resident has fallen ill after eating something
that contained Listeria comes as food safety experts announced a recall of cooked ham sold at deli counters in
Ontario, Quebec and Alberta.
The Canadian Food Inspection Agency and Siena Foods Ltd. issued a warning about Siena-brand prosciutto cotto
cooked ham, which would have been available for purchase at meat counters in delicatessens, grocery and speciality
food stores after Jan. 11. The meat was sliced and repackaged, so consumers might not know if they have the
affected product.
The CFIA recommends people who do not know the original brand and code check with the store where they
purchased the meat to determine if it is affected by the alert.
The recalled cooked ham was sold in Ontario, Alberta and Quebec. The CFIA is aware of a reported listeriosis illness
in Ontario, however there is no confirmed link between the person and the recalled products.
The recall comes after CFIA testing came back with positive results for Listeria monocytogenes in product samples.
Toronto-based Siena Foods is now voluntarily recalling the product.
Food contaminated with Listeria may not look or smell spoiled, so consumers need to be cautious. Consumption of
food contaminated with this bacteria may cause listeriosis, which can result in high fever, severe headache, neck
stiffness and nausea. Pregnant women, the elderly and people with weakened immune systems are at greater risk.
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Lesbian teen sues to force school prom
By SHELIA BYRD, THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
Last Updated: March 12, 2010 4:25am

JACKSON, Miss. - An 18-year-old lesbian student who wanted to
take her girlfriend to her senior prom is asking a federal judge to force her Mississippi school district reinstate the
dance it canceled rather than let the couple attend.
The American Civil Liberties Union of Mississippi on Thursday filed a lawsuit in U.S. District Court in Oxford on behalf
of 18-year-old Constance McMillen, who said she faced some unhappy classmates after the Itawamba County School
District said it wouldn't host the April 2 prom.
"Somebody said, 'Thanks for ruining my senior year."' McMillen said of her reluctant return Thursday to Itawamba
Agricultural High School in Fulton.
The lawsuit seeks a court order for the school to hold the prom. It also asks that McMillen be allowed to escort her
girlfriend, who also is a student at the school, and wear the tuxedo.
The district's decision Wednesday came after the ACLU demanded that officials change a policy banning same-sex
prom dates because it said it violated students' rights. The ACLU said the district violated McMillen's free expression
rights by not letting her wear a tux.
McMillen said she never expected the district to respond the way it did.
"A lot of people said that was going to happen, but I said, they had already spent too much money on the prom" to
cancel it, she said.
McMillen said she didn't want to go back to Itawamba County Agricultural High School in Fulton the morning after the
decision, but her father told her she needed to face her classmates.
"My daddy told me that I needed to show them that I'm still proud of who I am," McMillen told The Associated Press in
a telephone interview. "The fact that this will help people later on, that's what's helping me to go on."
The school board statement said it wouldn't host the event "due to the distractions to the educational process caused
by recent events" but didn't mention McMillen. District officials didn't return calls seeking comment Thursday.
Same-sex prom dates and cross-dressing are new issues for many high schools around the country, said Daryl
Presgraves, a spokesman for GLSEN: Gay, Lesbian and Straight Education Network, a Washington-based advocacy
group.
"A lot of schools actually react rather than do the research and find out what the rights of these students are," said
Presgraves.
In 2002, a gay student sued his school district in Toronto to allow him to attend a prom with his boyfriend. A judge later
forced the district to allow the couple to attend and stopped the district from canceling the prom.
U.S. Rep. Jared Polis, D-Colo., said a bill he's introduced in Congress would make it illegal to discriminate against gay
and lesbian school students. He said at least 10 states have such laws, and his bill is modeled after those.
"This situation with the prom is a perfect example of why we need to protect students from discrimination. In this case
it's a prom. It other cases, it's getting beaten up or killed," Polis said.
The school district had said it hoped a privately sponsored prom could be held.
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Southside Baptist Church Pastor Bobby Crenshaw said he's seen the South portrayed as "backwards" on Web sites
discussing the issue, "but a lot more people here have biblically based values."
Itawamba County is a rural area of about 23,000 people in north Mississippi near the Alabama state line. It's near
Pontotoc County, Miss., where more than a decade ago school officials were sued in federal court over their practice
of student-led intercom prayer and Bible classes.
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Kid porn suspect surrenders
By SCOTT TAYLOR, OTTAWA SUN
Last Updated: March 11, 2010 5:06pm

An Ottawa man wanted by police in connection with a province-wide
child pornography investigation that resulted in four other city residents being charged turned himself in Thursday.
Jean Michel Duval, 26, has been charged with possession of child pornography. He will appear in court March 12.
The police are still looking for 29-year-old Alex Mason, who faces the same charge.
Michael McCurdy, 23, Edwin Khitab, 33, and a 17-year-old boy who cannot be named were arrested March 10 and
face numerous charges.
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Students line up to get free water bottles
Event is part of Bottled Water Free Day
By TERRI SAUNDERS, OTTAWA SUN
Last Updated: March 11, 2010 4:19pm

If the number of reusable bottles handed out on the University of
Ottawa campus Thursday is any indication, students are ready to stop paying for commercially-produced water.
Hundreds of students signed a petition, and received a free reusable plastic water bottle, pledging not to buy bottled
water on campus as part of the first national Bottled Water Free Day.
“The response has been absolutely overwhelming,” said Chaya Porter, the sustainable development coordinator for
the Student Federation of the University of Ottawa. “A lot of students are saying the university should stop the sale of
bottled water on campus and they would all like to see more public water fountains made available to them.”
Porter, who is a fourth-year political science and women’s studies student, was one of the organizers of a day-long
effort to spread the message at the heart of a campaign spearheaded by the Canadian Federation of Students, the
Sierra Youth Coalition and the Polaris Institute to raise awareness about the negative impacts of bottled water.
“Across the country students are standing up against the wasteful bottled water industry,” said Noah Stewart, national
deputy chairperson of the Canadian Federation of Students. “Tired of having to pay Coca Cola, Pepsi or Nestle for a
drink of water, we’re calling on schools to ban the sale of bottled water and re-invest in water fountains.”
The University of Ottawa has spent more than $100,000 since 2008 to revitalize its water fountains and an additional
$75,000 is expected to be spent next year.
Over the past few months, the race has been on to see which post-secondary in Ontario would be the first to go bottled
water free. On Thursday, officials from Ryerson University in Toronto nabbed the honour, pledging to phase out the
sale and provision of bottled water on campus by 2013.
“I strongly support the effort of our students and community to build a sustainable campus,” said university president
Sheldon Levy, “and particularly applaud the leadership shown by our students.”
Also on Thursday, officials from Polaris released documents obtained through Freedom of Information which show the
public broadcasting company CBC spent $500,000 on bottled water between 2004 and 2008.
To date, 76 municipalities, four municipal associations, including the Federation of Canadian Municipalities, eight
school boards, five university campuses and a large number of businesses have implemented restrictions on bottled
water.
terri.saunders@sunmedia.ca
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Prof compares funding cut to
residential school policy 1
The federal government’s funding cut to the First Nations University of Canada is akin to a
residential school policy, a professor at the Saskatchewan school said Thursday after failing to convince
Indian Affairs Minister Chuck Strahl to reverse his decision.
Randy Lundy, chair of the university’s faculty council, said the federal government had a long legacy
of believing it knew best how to educate First Nations students, and that legacy’s roots were in the
residential school system.
“After having issued an apology for that legacy, Minster Strahl is enacting yet another policy of
enforced assimilation by refusing to restore the $7.2 million in funding to the First Nations University of
Canada,” Lundy said during a news conference after he and other representatives met with Strahl.
Strahl hasn’t budged from his announcement last month that the current funding model would not
be renewed after March 31. He rejected Lundy’s statement as “ridiculous.”
“We all know the horrors of the residential school situation where students were systematically
abused and I think any kind of comparison to that is just nonsense,” he said.
The school has had ongoing administration issues, and there have been allegations of inappropriate
expense claims and misuse of funds.
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