
  

L’École George-Étienne-Cartier commémore le Jour du 
Souvenir  
Article mis en ligne le 12 novembre 2009 à 0:04  
Soyez le premier à commenter cet article 

L’École élémentaire catholique George-
Étienne-Cartier, située dans le sud d’Ottawa, 
a accueilli plusieurs dignitaires pour leur 
événement marquant le Jour du Souvenir, 
mercredi matin. Parmi ceux-ci, il y avait le 
major-général Guy Thibault des Forces 
armées canadiennes, François Massé, 
surintendant du Conseil des écoles 
catholiques du Centre-Est (CECCE), l’Abbé 
Albert de la paroisse St-Thomas d’Aquin ainsi 
que la présidente du Conseil d’école, Mme 
Ladanowski. Ces dignitaires ont chacun livré 
un discours qui partageait leur appréciation de 
la contribution des soldats canadiens à 
l’étranger et au Canada.  
 
La cérémonie, qui avait lieu dans le gymnase 
décoré pour l’occasion, a débuté avec un 
hymne joué par Rob McNeil, un joueur de 
cornemuse, et fut suivi par un défilé d’élèves 
qui transportaient chacun une lanterne.  
 
Les élèves de l’école, les membres du 
personnel ainsi que les membres de la 
communauté qui étaient présents ont vécu un 
moment fort lors de l’interprétation de 
Amazing Grace et un sentiment de fierté lorsque les élèves ont chanté l’hymne national.  
 
Pour clôturer, la directrice de l’école, France Girard, a remercié les participants et a invité ceux-ci à 
prendre connaissance des œuvres d’art fabriquées par les élèves qui étaient exposées sur les murs du 
gymnase. La tradition d’une telle cérémonie lors du Jour du Souvenir persiste depuis plusieurs années 
à l’école grâce à l’équipe-école dynamique et une motivation hors pair de l’enseignante qui a 
coordonné le projet, Lily Beaulieu. 

(Texte : Courtoisie d'André Potvin)  

Les élèves ont pu échanger avec le major-
général Guy Thibault des Forces armées 

canadiennes. Photo : Gracieuseté du CECCE  
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H1N1 suspected in death of U of O professor 
Loss of father of three, 38, shocks scientists around the world 
 

BY SHELLEY PAGE, THE OTTAWA CITIZEN NOVEMBER 13, 2009 4:09 AM  
 

 

A "brilliant" 38-year-old University of Ottawa chemistry professor whose "trajectory of scientific success 
is second to none in Canada" has died of suspected H1N1. 

Keith Fagnou died Wednesday in the intensive care unit at The Ottawa Hospital, three days after he 
was admitted. He had no known underlying medical conditions, according to Ottawa Public Health. 

Fagnou, a father of three young children, was married to Dr. Danielle Gervais-Fagnou, a family doctor 
with the University of Ottawa's health services clinic. 

This is Ottawa's fourth H1N1-related death since Sept. 1. 

Fagnou's former PhD supervisor said in an interview that the death would change the way we look at 
the threat of H1N1. "Everybody thinks it will happen to someone else, somebody who has some kind of 
additional illness," said Mark Lautens, a professor from the University of Toronto, where Fagnou did his
doctorate. 

"Keith was a seemingly healthy person who got very sick, very fast. As soon as I heard the news I felt 
sick to my stomach, and then I thought, this is going to change the way we look at this kind of disease," 
Lautens said. 

"We think it's someone in the high-risk groups. But here is someone who is healthy and vibrant, who is 
active and doing the right sorts of things and who took care of himself. And not only that, his wife is a 
doctor." 

Lautens said the death of his former student has shaken the scientific community. "I've had e-mails 
from China, Harvard, all over the U.S., France." 

The University of Ottawa released a statement late Thursday mourning the loss of the gifted researcher 
and professor, who was the University Research Chair in novel catalytic transformations. 

His research group focused on improving the preparation of complex molecules for petrochemical, 
pharmaceutical or industrial uses. The program is part of the "green chemistry" movement aimed at 
searching for more efficient chemical processes to help the environment. 

Fagnou joined the University of Ottawa's faculty of science in 2002 and won several prestigious awards 
including the Polyani Prize in 2003, the Governor General's Gold Medal and the Premier's Research 
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Excellence Award. 

Most recently Fagnou became the first Canadian to win the OMCOS award in organometallic 
chemistry. The award is presented every two years to a scientist under 40 in recognition of outstanding 
research contributions in that field. 

Fagnou actually began his career in the military, before becoming a high school teacher in Saskatoon. 

Lautens recalled how Fagnou came to him as a young teacher from Saskatchewan who realized he 
had a passion for chemistry. He moved to Toronto to take advanced-level chemistry courses. 

"He came into my office one day and asked if I would hire him as a summer research student." Usually 
summer students' salaries are paid using their scholarships, but Fagnou's situation was a bit different. 
"He had already finished his degree and he wasn't really eligible for those scholarships." 

Lautens took a calculated risk and paid Fagnou's salary. "That turned out to be a very smart decision 
on my part," adding, "He was very creative and very observant. He would find results that were 
unexpected." 

"He was the most prolific student I think who has ever worked with me in 25 years." He and Fagnou 
published as many as 10 papers together. 

Once Fagnou completed his PhD he was hired immediately by the University of Ottawa. "Now almost 
everybody everywhere goes and does post-doctoral work, but he went straight to the University of 
Ottawa and that was very very unusual." 

Lautens recalled how Fagnou would hold "ABBA Fridays" in his lab and play music by the Swedish 
rock band all day long. 

"He had that quintessential Canadian modesty, despite his great success. His trajectory of scientific 
success is second to none in Canada. He was winning all the top awards, getting all the best students, 
getting invitations to present all over." Lautens recalled, though, how his former student had his 
priorities right. He turned down one recent request to speak because he didn't want to miss trick-or-
treating with his children. 

- - - 

Read factsheets, Q&As, and the latest details on the Citizen's H1N1 minisite online at 
ottawacitizen.com/flu 

© Copyright (c) The Ottawa Citizen 
 

  
 

 

Page 2 sur 2H1N1 suspected in death of U of O professor

2009-11-13http://www.ottawacitizen.com/story_print.html?id=2217696&sponsor=



Most children need only half an H1N1 vaccine dose: 
officials 
 

BY SHARON KIRKEY, CANWEST NEWS SERVICE NOVEMBER 13, 2009 4:10 AM  
 

 

All but the youngest children need only a single half-dose of H1N1 vaccine, federal health officials have 
decided, which means many parents of healthy children who have already endured waits hours long to 
have them vaccinated will not have to line up again for a second shot. 

The new recommendations for vaccine dosing for children between three and nine years of age will 
free up vaccine and make more shots available to the general public sooner, officials say. 

Meanwhile, the World Health Organization has created new guidelines that could push wider use of flu 
drugs in children and adults to keep H1N1 infections from becoming more severe. 

© Copyright (c) The Ottawa Citizen 
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 Copyright © 2009 Ottawa Sun All Rights Reserved

For the first time in almost three weeks, Ottawa’s flu vaccine clinics 
are now closed. 

Over the next week, most swine flu shots will be given at a limited number of family doctors’ offices, with about 100 
family physicians approved to deliver the jabs at high-volume clinics.  

Ottawa’s public health department still has a few hundred doses of H1N1 vaccine in its fridges for outreach clinics for 
shelters. About 6,000 firefighters, police officers, corrections workers, along with 6,000 seniors living in nursing homes, 
will also be getting their shots over the next week. 

The number of emergency room visits at CHEO has dropped during the last week, with the hospital ready to ramp up 
the clinics that were recently shut down to deal with the overwhelming volume.  

Children ages 16 to 18 who were asked to go to other hospital ERs can now return to using CHEO.  

However, hospital spokeswoman Ann Fuller said front-line staff are seeing an increase in the seriousness of illness in 
both the ER and patients admitted to hospital. 

 
  

Doctors take over as flu shot clinics close 
Last Updated: 13th November 2009, 6:47am 
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Good news on flu front 
Signs that virus may have peaked seen in region 
 

BY CHRIS COBB AND DAVID GONCZOL, THE OTTAWA CITIZEN NOVEMBER 13, 2009 4:10 AM  
 

 

On the day that Ottawa ran out of H1N1 flu shots and closed its mass vaccination clinics, a fourth area 
person died of the disease Thursday. 

However, there were also small signs that the H1N1's second wave in Ottawa might be ebbing. 

The Children's Hospital of Eastern Ontario reported Thursday that it averaged 188 emergency patients 
a day between Nov. 5 and 11. 

At the outbreak's peak a week earlier, 285 children were seen at the hospital's emergency department, 
more than half of them with flu-like symptoms. 

Nineteen children are currently being treated at CHEO for H1N1. 

"It's a positive sign," CHEO spokesperson Ann Fuller said, adding that the hospital was moving slowly 
back toward normal treatments, including elective surgeries. 

According to Ottawa Public Health, area schools were reporting fewer absentees than two weeks ago, 
another hint that the disease might have crested. 

Dr. Paul Roumeliotis, medical officer of health for the Eastern Ontario Health Unit, said there were 
similar signs that the pandemic had peaked in his area because of a decrease this week in the number 
of visits to area hospitals by people with flu-like symptoms. 

However, there was tragedy amidst the optimism with the death of 38-year-old University of Ottawa 
chemistry professor Keith Fagnou, who, according to the local health authority, had no pre-existing 
medical condition. 

It will be at least Tuesday before Ottawa receives its next batch of H1N1 flu vaccine, the Ontario 
government said Thursday. 

Ottawa Public Health closed all the city's mass vaccination clinics Thursday after using the last of the 
26,000 doses sent here earlier this week. 

Medical officer of health Dr. Isra Levy said he was "disappointed" that a fresh supply of vaccine wasn't 
readily available because it likely meant that the target of vaccinating 40 per cent of the Ottawa 
population -- about 400,000 -- by the end of this month would not be met. 
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"Unfortunately, we have no control over vaccine supply and must rely on other levels of government 
and the producing pharmaceutical company," Levy said. 

By the end of Thursday, 190,000 people -- about 22 per cent of Ottawa's population -- had been 
vaccinated against the disease. The goal is to vaccinate at least 70 per cent by year's end. 

Although the science is approximate, 70 per cent is considered the point when "herd immunity" kicks in 
with the vast majority vaccinated, thus protecting the unvaccinated minority from infection. 

Despite the delay in getting fresh doses of vaccine, Dr. Levy said the initial goal of vaccinating the high-
risk portion of the population was being met. 

Both public health chiefs warned people against complacency and urged those who hadn't yet received 
the shot to get it when it became available to them. 

"Am I concerned that apathy or complacency or those who endured frustration have now turned their 
back on it?" Levy said. "That's my biggest concern, if people who did want it have given up." 

However, Ottawans looking for quick access to the vaccine should forget about getting a shot at clinics 
in smaller communities outside the city. 

Roumeliotis says his eastern Ontario health unit would continue vaccinating through the weekend, but 
Ottawa residents should stay away 

Shots, he said, would only be given to residents of the counties of Prescott, Russell, Stormont, Dundas 
and Glengarry, including the city of Cornwall. 

"I'm hoping that the Ottawa residents will not be coming to us," he added. "We have in the past been 
reciprocating because we recognize that (Ottawa has) been vaccinating some of our clients, but now 
this has changed. 

"We have a limited supply," he said. "I would like to be able to vaccinate as much of my population as 
possible, given that we have higher rates of infection here, we have higher rates of hospitalizations and 
we really have a demographic that I would like to protect as soon as possible." 

Roumeliotis revealed another person in his region had died from the virus last week. He said only that 
the victim was a man in his 50s with "severe underlying disease." 

About 100 family physicians in Ottawa have received approval to give H1N1 shots at their offices. 

Because no laboratory testing is being done on patients not admitted to hospital, it isn't known how 
many people actually have H1N1. 
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According to Levy, the symptoms associated with H1N1 are more severe, if not necessarily identical in 
all patients. 

"But it's 99 per cent certain that anyone in this area with the flu has H1N1," he said. 

© Copyright (c) The Ottawa Citizen 
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 Copyright © 2009 Ottawa Sun All Rights Reserved

A university student testified Thursday that he thought he was going 
to die after being beaten and stabbed by a group of youths he’d asked to stop waving a laser pointer at a movie 
screen. 

“I was being punched in the face and arms and body, then I felt a strange sensation in my stomach,” Zachary Ebel, 22, 
said of the melee at the Silver City Theatre on April 13, 2007. 

“I looked down and saw I was covered with blood ... I didn’t know if I was going to live or die at that moment.”  

Moh’d Omar Hasan, 22, and Zaben Adel Turki, 20, are on trial charged with assault causing bodily harm to Ebel, 
Stephane Peev and Gar Ho Lam and causing a disturbance in the melee.  

Three youths — including the alleged stabber — have already been acquitted. One was convicted of assault causing 
bodily harm.  

Ebel testified that he and his friends were taking in a 9 p.m. movie but a group of 15 to 20 young males was waving the 
pointer and being obnoxious. He asked them to stop.  

After the movie, he heard them talking about the “guy in the hat” — him — but decided taking off his cap would be too 
“paranoid” and he should just play it cool and go home. 

Instead, he and his friends were set upon. Ebel was stabbed in the stomach and arm after he tried to protect Peev, 
who was lying in a fetal position and being kicked by half-a-dozen men. 

“I thought if I didn’t do something my friend might die,” Ebel said. “He was in a defenceless position with six people 
attacking him — I knew I had to help him or the worst could happen.” 

megan.gillis@sunmedia.ca  

 
  

Stabbing victim feared for his life, court told 
By MEGAN GILLIS, COURTS BUREAU 
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