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Class issues 
 

THE OTTAWA CITIZEN OCTOBER 14, 2009 4:05 AM  
 

 

At a time when private school enrolment is on the rise across Canada, Ottawa's Lisgar Collegiate has 
long stood out as an example of excellence in public education. The annual overnight camp-out by 
Ottawa parents and students who live outside Lisgar's boundaries, and want to transfer into the school,
speaks volumes about its reputation. 

So it is understandable Lisgar parents shift into high alert at any suggestion school authorities are 
about to tamper with the formula that makes Lisgar an incubator for overachievers. A high level of 
parental involvement helps explain why Lisgar is the fine school it is. 

But one of the things that makes Lisgar special is it is a public school. It's impossible not to wonder 
whether some of the concern raised last week about potential changes to Lisgar's demographics 
reflects a certain elitism -- a desire to ensure that Lisgar retain a certain exclusivity -- that is out of place 
in the public system. 

The controversy began with a recommendation to close Rideau High, a much lower performing school 
that serves students from Vanier and Overbrook. Some of those students would end up at Lisgar. 

Just how weak academically are Rideau students? Pretty weak. Last year the Fraser Institute ranked 
Rideau third from the bottom among Eastern Ontario high schools. Just 61 per cent of Rideau High 
School students passed the provincial literacy tests. These poor results undoubtedly are one 
consequence of the low socio-economic status that afflicts many of the families who have children at 
Rideau. The school's median household income falls well below the city average. 

Lisgar is a whole other world. Lisgar is home to the largest gifted program among Ottawa's public 
secondary schools. With the influx of new students from Rideau, some Lisgar parents fear fewer gifted 
students will have the opportunity to transfer into Lisgar Collegiate and the gifted program would suffer.

Are these valid concerns? 

Yes, there will be an initial influx of students from Rideau after the school closes, which could mean 
fewer or no transfers available to overachieving students from across the city who want to bask in the 
Lisgar glow. But, after the first year or so, the net effect from the Rideau closure is likely to translate 
into only about 20 students a year, which might reduce the number of transfer spots from 100 to 80. 
Based on current numbers, that would mean 40 gifted transfers every year rather than 50 -- hardly a 
big enough drop to threaten the gifted program. 

Parents argue the gifted program needs a critical mass in order to have enough students to make a 

 

Page 1 sur 2Class issues

2009-10-14http://www.ottawacitizen.com/story_print.html?id=2098801&sponsor=



range of courses available. It raises the question of whether the public school boards' other gifted 
programs, which regularly lose students to Lisgar, are viable. The board is currently reviewing its gifted 
programs, which should help answer questions about optimum size and whether transferring students 
from other parts of the city makes sense. 

Meanwhile, there are other issues to consider. The Ottawa public board, it can be argued, does a pretty 
good job of serving its gifted students and students who live in affluent neighbourhoods. Students from 
depressed parts of town might ask whether they are also getting every chance to realize their potential.

There may well be an unspoken fear that "Rideau" kids will bring Lisgar down, but perhaps Lisgar will 
help bring the Rideau kids up. 
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Students will feel impact of high school closings 
 

THE OTTAWA CITIZEN OCTOBER 14, 2009 4:05 AM  
 

 

Re: Colonel By, Lisgar parents fear ripple effect from loss of Rideau, Oct. 9. 

Where in this equation is the Rideau student, the one who truly will be affected by the closing? 

I was fortunate to spend 17 years at Rideau High School, teaching English as a second language and 
special education. I saw first-hand how Rideau is a haven, where not only academic but also social and 
psychological needs are addressed. These are especially crucial for the vulnerable immigrant student. 

It is unfortunate that the this largely voiceless group is being overlooked. 

Tiiu Wallner, 

Burritts Rapids 

© Copyright (c) The Ottawa Citizen 
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The city’s chief technology advisor is recommending city council go 
ahead and spend the $17 million for a suite of "smart bus" technology. 

With city council set to debate the purchase today, Rob Collins has reviewed the investment and says purchasing Next 
Stop Announcement System, along with a technology that would allow OC Transpo to monitor the condition of a bus in 
real-time as well as allowing transit passengers to access bus arrival times from the Internet, is worth the money. 

“My review did not deal with the underlying technology but examined the proposal from a financial and accountability 
perspective consistent with the recommendations of the Mayor’s Task Force on eGovernment as adopted by council,” 
said Collins. 

However, transit committee member Innes Coun. Rainer intends on introducing a motion at council today that will ask 
his colleagues to only consider authorizing the purchase of NSAS only. City council has only approved $6.7 million for 
the installation of NSAS and Bloess says that’s all the city should be spending. The other technologies can be 
purchased at a later date as money becomes available, he says. 

Collins disagrees and said the additional investment would “deliver clear returns over a period of several years.”  

“The returns being proposed are easily measurable and staff are taking a position where they can be held accountable 
for achieving the results,” said Collins. “The proposal uses technology to fundamentally change the long term cost 
structure which is also consistent with the recommendations of the Task Force. ” 

City Solicitor Rick O’Connor has also advised councillors against reissuing the tender because it could lead to a 
lawsuit. 

Gloucester-South Nepean Coun. Steve Desroches is also questioning whether or not the city needs the technology, 
including NSAS. Desroches says he is hearing from passengers "that they want OC Transpo to focus on making the 
buses arrive on time -- not an IT system that tells the customer his or her bus is running late," he said. 

The city has been repeatedly instructed by the Canadian Transportation Agency to call out the stops. This summer, it 
fined the city $5,000 because some drivers weren't calling out bus stops. 

derek.puddicombe@sunmedia.ca 
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Rollercoaster ride of hope, despair 
'It's like torture,' says mother of missing Ottawa boy 
 

BY ZEV SINGER, THE OTTAWA CITIZEN OCTOBER 14, 2009 4:05 AM  
 

 

Maybe Justin Rutter has run away. Maybe he hasn't, and something happened to him. 

For five days now, the 14-year-old's parents have lived in the space between those two possibilities. 

"It's like torture," his mother, Jaye Rutter, said Tuesday night. 

Hundreds of volunteers are helping to look for Justin. Facebook sizzles with information and ideas, 
police are chasing down leads rapidly, and much of the city has been covered in posters of his face. 

Family and friends have been working around the clock, because they just don't know what's 
happened. 

"That is the hardest thing, because you think the worst all the time," his mother said. 

The bad thoughts come "constantly," she said. 

Either of the possibilities -- that he's gone by choice or that he isn't -- has plausibility. 

On the one hand, the family lives in a public-housing complex on Murray Street in Lowertown, as 

 

 
Justin Rutter's mother, Jaye, is comforted by the boy's father, Preston McLaren, at Cumberland Pizza on Tuesday. Friends and 
family have mobilized to find the 14-year-old, who has been missing since Thursday. 'That is the hardest thing,' his mother said, 
'because you think the worst all the time.' 
Photograph by: Jean Levac, The Ottawa Citizen, The Ottawa Citizen 
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downtown an address as an Ottawa child can have, and he acts it. All who know him agree he's a 
street-savvy kid. 

He makes friends with shop owners, street people, white kids, black kids, all with ease. 

He's also described as fearless. 

When he was a small boy he'd pick tall trees to climb. 

"To the top," said his mother. "And then call me and say 'Look at me'." 

More recently, he'd sometimes climb out his bedroom window at night and stay out late. 

On the other hand, Jaye Rutter said she didn't think her son would just disappear without a reason. 

On Thursday, a few hours before he disappeared, he cleaned the bathtub for his mother and folded a 
towel for her in a fancy way, suggesting that she have a bath and relax. 

"He always does little things like that," she said. "He told me he loved me. He said he was going to 
hang out." 

Her son wouldn't want to let her worry for so long, she said. 

"He's not like that, not to scare me like this. There's just no way," she said. "It's out of character, there's 
something wrong." 

Rutter also said her son liked his high school, the Ottawa Technical Learning Centre, on Donald Street, 
which prepares kids for apprenticeships and the trades. Justin started the school this year and has 
many friends there, she said. 

The drug trade is rampant in their neighbourhood, Rutter said, which leads the imagination down all 
kinds of terrible paths. 

Justin's grandmother, Diane Veilleux, said she worries that Justin might have gotten into something 
over his head. She said he is very street-smart, but he's still only 14, and only five-foot-four, and 
somebody might have tricked or manipulated him into a dangerous situation. 

She said the family was thinking hard about moving out to a rural area even before Justin's 
disappearance. 

For now, Rutter said she's just trying to focus on getting Justin back. 
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"I'm trying really hard to send him positive vibes, so he knows he's safe," she said. "Just come home. I 
forgive you, you're not in trouble, I don't care. Just come home. We can deal with everything 
afterwards, but just come home." 

After talking to the Citizen Tuesday night, Rutter got a call from police saying there was good reason to 
believe her son was seen at a McArthur Road Fat Albert's on Sunday night. 

She said the call provided her with some reassurance. Still this is a woman who desperately wants to 
get off this emotional rollercoaster. 

"As a parent, you think the worst when you can't find your child. Even in a mall, when you can't find 
your child for five minutes, the terror that comes across you is unbelievable. But this amount of time, it's 
been torture." 

© Copyright (c) The Ottawa Citizen 
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