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Flu Shot Clinics 
 

THE OTTAWA CITIZEN DECEMBER 16, 2009  
 

 

The Ottawa Public Health clinic's schedule. Both H1N1 and seasonal flu vaccines will be available. 
Wristbands are no longer required, but may be re-instated if volume is high. All clinics run from 2:30 to 
8:30 p.m., unless noted: 

Today 

- Sarsfield Community Centre, 3583 Sarsfield Rd. 

- St. Luke (East) Catholic School, 2485 Dwight Cres., 3:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m. 

- City of Ottawa Administrative Bldg., 100 Constellation Cres., 5 p.m.-9 p.m. 

Thursday 

- Kanata Recreation Complex, 100 Walter Baker Pl. 

- Osgoode Community Centre, 5660 Main St. 

- City of Ottawa Administrative Building, 100 Constellation Cres., 5 p.m.-9 p.m. 

- Bellevue Community Centre, 1475 Caldwell Ave., 2 p.m .- 8 p.m. 

Friday 

- Ottawa City Hall, 110 Laurier Ave. West 

- West Carleton Community Complex, 5670 Carp Rd. 

Monday, Dec. 21 

- Ottawa City Hall, 110 Laurier Ave. West 

- Richmond Arena, 6095 Perth St. 

- Le Patro Community Centre, 40 Cobourg St., 10:30 a.m.-4 p.m. 

Find the latest infomation at ottawacitizen.com/flu 

© Copyright (c) The Ottawa Citizen 
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Faculty union at Algonquin plans strike vote 
Workload remains principal unresolved issue from 2006 strike 
 

BY AMI KINGDON, WITH FILES FROM ZEV SINGER, THE OTTAWA CITIZEN DECEMBER 16, 2009  
 

 

Algonquin College's faculty union is planning a strike vote for Jan. 13 as negotiations have failed to 
settle lingering issues from a 2006 strike. 

Rod Bain, an Algonquin professor who is on the bargaining team of the Ontario Public Service 
Employees Union, said management walked away from the table Tuesday night. No further talks are 
scheduled before the strike vote. 

Previous talks broke off on Nov. 12 when the College Compensation and Appointments Council, a 
province-wide body representing colleges' management, issued terms and conditions of employment to 
faculty -- effectively imposing a contract on the Ontario Public Service Employees Union. 

Algonquin has 520 full-time and 190 "partial load" faculty who would be affected by a strike. 

After a 17-day strike by Ontario college faculty in 2006, a task force was formed with representatives 
from union and colleges. 

They were commissioned to produce a report with recommendations on outstanding bargaining issues, 
while the faculty returned to work. 

The report was released in March 2009 and addressed work scheduling, class sizes, and evaluation 
methods, and was signed by the union, colleges, and provincial government, all of whom agreed to 
incorporate it in a new contract. But the parties began negotiating for that contract in June and haven't 
agreed on its terms. 

The previous agreement expired in September. 

The colleges council "signed off on all aspects of what the report came out with in terms of changes 
that were needed from both sides," Pat Kennedy, president of OPSEU Local 415 at Algonquin College, 
said earlier in the week. "When the team got to the bargaining table, after X number of days, 
management imposed conditions." 

Bain said Tuesday night that the colleges did not move at all from their imposed conditions. 

Rob Savage, spokesman for the council, said earlier in the week that his side "felt there wasn't any 
reason for faculty to wait for the benefits we were able to provide. We brought in a salary increase. 
There was no increase to workload." 
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Savage said the recession has imposed financial constraints that make union demands untenable. 

"Workload is the principal issue," said OPSEU 415 vice-president Jack Wilson. 

The most contentious part surrounds those professors with workloads that fluctuate greatly depending 
on whether their students are out on work placements or the like. 

The colleges want the flexibility to ask faculty to work longer hours when students are not on placement 
to make up for less busy work periods when they are. 

That flexibility would contravene current caps on how many hours faculty can work in a given period. 

"Management said this was inefficient use of faculty," Wilson said. 

He added that the union initially agreed to the flexibility clause, with safeguards, since it would only 
apply to about five per cent of faculty -- but safeguards were dropped under the new terms and 
conditions. 

"They've gone beyond the notion of five per cent. They're saying it's 20 per cent. This is one in five 
faculty (at Algonquin)." 

Savage did not comment on the details of the colleges' bargaining positions. " 

The provincial government is forecasting a deficit for this fiscal year of $24.7 billion. We introduced the 
contract based on what we were able to provide," he said. 

Ontario colleges have the lowest per-student revenue in Canada, and most college funding comes from 
provincial block grants. 

Gene Swimmer, a labour-relations expert at Carleton University said that the colleges' decision to 
impose terms on the workers drew a clear line in the sand. 

"I think it's important for people to understand that if there is a strike, the strike was not necessarily 
caused by the union," he said. 

He also said that while there is nothing immoral about it, imposing terms and conditions is usually done 
"to bring about a showdown. 

They're saying the uncertainty associated with the process dragging on further, from their perspective, 
is worse than the alternative." 

© Copyright (c) The Ottawa Citizen 
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Suspensions on the rise for special-needs students 
Public board report finds drop overall 
 

BY JOANNE LAUCIUS, THE OTTAWA CITIZEN DECEMBER 16, 2009  
 

 

Ottawa's public schools are suspending a growing number of students with special needs from autism 
to learning disabilities, according to a newly released report obtained by the Citizen. 

The report, which will be discussed tonight by the board of education's Special Education Advisory 
Committee, shows that at the same time overall suspensions have dropped almost 38 per cent over the 
past five years. 

But it is the increase related to the suspension of children with special needs that is raising concern. 

"The kids who need help the most are the ones getting suspended," said Dale Ford, a former special 
education resources teacher who acts as an advocate for the families of suspended children. 

The number of suspensions among special needs students went up from 1,210 in 2006-2007 to 1,893 
in 2008-2009, and represented 16 per cent of the 11,601 students who had special needs. That 
includes 698 students with behavioural issues; 5,185 that have an identified learning disability; 2,770 
gifted students; 698 diagnosed with autism and 775 with mild intellectual disabilities. 

The total number of suspensions dropped by 2,063 in the 2008-2009 academic year compared to the 
previous year, according to the report delivered to the Ottawa public board's education committee. 

Overall, there were 5,179 suspensions last year out of 72,565 students, representing just more than 
seven per cent of the total school population. That's 32-per-cent fewer suspensions at the elementary 
level and more than 24-per-cent fewer suspensions in high schools compared to the previous year. 

"It (the suspension of special needs children) concerns me. We really need to take a close look at 
students with exceptionalities," said Dr. Petra Duschner, manager of safe schools for the school board. 

Within the special-needs category, there are different suspension rates. Between 2006-2007 and 2008-
2009, suspensions for students with mild intellectual disabilities increased from 18 to 33 per cent. But 
suspensions for students with autism were down from 7.6 per cent to 7.1 per cent. 

"We really need to look at the specific cases and see what we can do to support these students 
effectively," said Duschner. 

Suspension rates were expected to drop after changes were made to the Safe Schools Act two years 
ago. Before, principals had a menu of infractions that would result in suspensions. Now, they have 
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more latitude to choose in-school interventions instead. 

Mitigating factors include the student's inability to control behaviour or understand consequences, as 
well as the risks the student presents to others. If the student has an individualized learning plan, 
administrators also have to consider if the suspension will worsen the student's conduct. 

Duschner said any diagnosis is a mitigating factor when decisions are made, but educators are still 
familiarizing themselves with changes to the law. 

Most suspensions are for one or two days, she said. "Time away can be good for a child." 

Nancy Gibson, who provides direction and support for the families of autistic children at the Ottawa 
chapter of Autism Ontario, said she is increasingly getting calls from parents who are asked if their 
child can take some time off school without formally being suspended. Other students are being asked 
to reduce the number of hours they spend in school. 

Ford has about 50 clients now, all students with special needs. 

"What I am seeing is basically children being suspended for being autistic," said Ford. "They're 
continuing to suspend and expel children for disability behaviour." 

Trustee Pam FitzGerald has heard complaints from parents whose children are suspended after they 
spiral into a meltdown. 

While the number of education assistants hasn't changed, demand has increased. For example, the 
number of students with autism has jumped from 394 students to 698 in just one year, an increase of 
over 77 per cent. 

"We're going to have more and more kids with autism in schools," said FitzGerald. "It's just growing in 
leaps and bounds and no one knows why." 

Meanwhile, there are fewer congregated classes, so the education assistants spend only a few minutes 
in each classroom before moving on to the next, said FitzGerald. 

"A lot of kids have something that triggers them. An EA who knows that child can see it coming and 
whisk the child into a quiet corner." 

Linda Barbetta, executive director of the Learning Disabilities Association of Ottawa-Carleton, has 
noticed the numbers. There were 890 suspensions of students with learning disabilities, up from 672 
the previous year. 

"If you're not successful at school, it manifests in anxiety, frustration and inattention," said Barbetta. 
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"When you have a number that spikes, you have to look at what you stopped doing and what you can 
do. And look at the schools that keep their numbers down." 

© Copyright (c) The Ottawa Citizen 
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H1N1 danger signal found: scientists 
Molecule triggers severe respiratory inflammation 
 

BY SHARON KIRKEY, CANWEST NEWS SERVICE DECEMBER 16, 2009  
 

 

Canadian scientists believe they have found a hallmark danger signal for potentially fatal H1N1 
infection. 

Working with Spanish scientists, researchers from the University Health Network in Toronto detected 
high levels of a molecule in the blood of severe H1N1 patients that may trigger runaway inflammation in 
the airways, and potentially catastrophic lung damage. 

The majority of infections caused by H1N1 are mild, but a small percentage of patients develop severe 
respiratory disease. 

"The lungs become just inundated with cells and liquid, and cut off the amount of oxygen that can 
actually be exchanged," said Dr. David Kelvin, the leader of the Canadian team and a senior scientist 
at the University Health Network. "People have a very difficult time breathing." 

The study involved patients infected during the first pandemic waves in Spain in July and August. 

The team looked at different cytokine mediators. Cytokines regulate the body's immune response. 
They tell the body when and how to fight infections, such as bacterial and viral infections. They control 
the actions of white blood cells. 

"The one which was most noticeable to us was interleukin 17 (IL 17)," which has consistently been 
associated with inflammation and autoimmune diseases, Kelvin says. "H1N1 severe disease is really 
an inflammatory disease." 

"Most people have a well-balanced and controlled response to H1N1 infection. But, in rare cases, 
individuals have what we think is an uncontrolled immune response. We think that the high levels of IL 
17 is at the centre of this uncontrolled response." 

By targeting or blocking it in the future, "we could potentially reduce the amount of inflammation in the 
lungs and speed up recovery." 

The study, which was fast-tracked for publication in the journal Critical Care, involved 20 hospitalized 
patients, half of whom were admitted to intensive care, 15 outpatients who had mild H1N1 disease, and 
15 healthy "controls." 

The findings could potentially lead to a simple blood test to identify people at the earliest stages of 
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infection who may go on to develop severe disease, and to a drug to treat people with severe 
infections. 

"It actually gives us something to focus our attention on, to identify what's actually going wrong," Kelvin 
said. 

Many times more children and young and middle-aged adults have been hospitalized or died due to 
H1N1 influenza than in a typical flu season, federal health officials said Tuesday during their 49th H1N1 
press briefing since the virus emerged in April, and the last of the year. 

© Copyright (c) The Ottawa Citizen 
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Abuse inquiry takes aim at institutions 
Yet after years of investigation, Cornwall report fails to find evidence 
of pedophile ring 

 

BY IAN MACLEOD, WITH FILES FROM LEE GREENBERG AND MEGAN HURLEY, THE OTTAWA CITIZEN, THE 
OTTAWA CITIZEN DECEMBER 16, 2009  

 

 

$53 MILLION 

Estimated cost of the Cornwall inquiry into sexual abuse allegations 

2,400 

Number of pages in report prepared by Justice Normand Glaude 

235 

Recommendations made in the report 

1994 

Year allegations surfaced of sexual abuse in Cornwall, which dated back decades 

- - - 

Police, government, the Catholic Church and other institutions failed miserably to respond to decades 
of alleged and real child sexual abuse by Cornwall probation officers, clergy, teachers and others, a 
public inquiry has found. 

In a devastating 2,400-page report, Cornwall inquiry commissioner Normand Glaude found a 
combination of systemic failures, insensitivity to historic abuse complaints and an official reluctance to 
act. The situation was compounded by well-intentioned, but misinformed politicians and shallow media 
coverage that fuelled public mistrust, speculation and innuendo. 

"Institutions were reluctant to be forthright and own up to mistakes, fearing scandal or criticism more 
than they feared the breach of their duty to the vulnerable and the public," Glaude said in a 75-minute 
address Tuesday unveiling his four-volume report. 

"For some, this resulted in revictimization by the institutions from whom they sought help. The response 
of institutions became a further source of harm." 

Glaude calls on the province to enact 235 recommendations. He wants the four institutions that 
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employed suspected and confirmed perpetrators -- the Ministry of Community Safety and Correctional 
Services, the diocese of Alexandria-Cornwall, the Catholic District School Board of Eastern Ontario and
the Upper Canada District School Board -- to publicly appeal for other victims to come forward and 
offer counselling. 

The other recommendations range from improved sexual-assault training for police and others to a $5-
million, five-year "reconciliation trust" to fund local support programs for victims and education and 
awareness initiatives. 

Glaude's exhaustive recounting of the scandal, which surfaced in 1994 based on abuse dating back 
decades, is made all the more awful by the report's details of the suicides of two alleged abusers and 
the drunken homicide of a young man just hours after he and several other young men consumed beer 
at the home of a corrupt Cornwall probation officer and sexual predator. 

In January 1994, word of a $32,000 non-disclosure agreement became public between Alexandria-
Cornwall Catholic diocese and former altar boy David Silmser, including an illegal deal preventing 
Silmser from pursuing criminal charges against his alleged abuser, Rev. Charles MacDonald. 

Though a subsequent investigation of the Silmser complaint by Cornwall police was "deeply flawed," 
the aging priest was eventually charged with 13 sex crimes against seven males between 1967 and 
1983. But the case was stayed by a judge in 2002 because of "unreasonable delays" in prosecuting 
MacDonald. 

The Silmser revelation also helped trigger the Ontario Provincial Police-led Project Truth investigation. 
Fifteen people including doctors, lawyers and Catholic priests were arrested on 114 charges. Only one 
was convicted. 

The questions left unanswered led the Ontario government to create the Cornwall inquiry in an attempt 
to put the matter to rest. 

Yet after nearly four years of hearings, 167 witnesses, 3,640 written exhibits and an estimated $53-
million cost, the prime question remains: Was a pedophile ring comprised of prominent Cornwall 
citizens engaged in a "clan of pedophiles" and ritualistic sexual abuse of vulnerable youths and men? 

Citing the inquiry's narrow mandate prohibiting criminal or civil blame, Glaude deflected the issue 
Tuesday. 

"Throughout this inquiry I have heard evidence that suggested there were cases of joint abuse, passing 
of alleged victims, and possibly passive knowledge of abuse," he wrote. "I want to be very clear that I 
am not going to make a pronouncement on whether a ring existed or not." 

But Glaude makes it clear he found no evidence of any coverups or conspiracies within or between 
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institutions. 

Instead, the report says local institutions were ill-equipped to deal with allegations about their own 
employees, whether a probation office, teacher, priest or child-care worker, and acted defensively and 
often in self-interest. 

They "tried to find a way out" and allowed potential abusers to stay on the job, "under ineffective 
conditions that failed to protect the vulnerable or allowing employees to leave with conduct 
undocumented," Glaude said. "This passed the risk to other work places or other communities." 

Glaude singles out the Ontario Ministry of Community Safety and Correctional Services for particular 
censure. The report describes how the ministry took no action against a Cornwall probation supervisor 
and another employee who failed to properly report two former probation officers had engaged in 
sexual and other improprieties with young probationers. 

Senior ministry officials, Glaude concludes, ruled out disciplining the employees because, in large part, 
the officials feared resulting workplace grievances, the scandalous details of which could become 
public and embarrass the government. 

He found faults, too, with Cornwall police, Ontario Provincial Police and the Roman Catholic Diocese of 
Alexandria-Cornwall for responding ineptly to sex abuse allegations dating back to early 1980s. 

"When police investigations did occur, co-operation from the diocese was grudging and guarded. All 
this understandably exacerbated perceptions that 'there was something to hide'," Glaude reports. 

He directs a long list of "errors of the past" at the Ministry of the Attorney General, the Children's Aid 
Society of Stormont, Dundas, Glengarry, the Catholic District School Board of Eastern Ontario and the 
Upper Canada District School Board. 

"When faced with allegations of historical abuse, institutions were ill-equipped," he said in his remarks 
to about 200 officials, residents, victims and their families. "They did not understand the serious impact 
of abuse, or about responses typical of boys and young men. They did not give priority to historic 
complaints, because they were historic. They said: 'What's the hurry?" They did not understand the 
conduct of survivors, who were often rendered inarticulate or silent by shame and guilt and were 
sometimes aggressive, anxious, fearful and inconsistent. 

Some institutions, such as the Children's Aid Society, has a better understanding of such matters than 
others, he said. "But in situations where inter-agency consultation would have helped, local institutions 
were rarely on the same page, much less on the same team." 

Glaude recalled how many people believed that the 1997 Project Truth was to investigate the larger 
issue of whether there was an endemic problem of sexual abuse in the Cornwall area and whether 
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prominent citizens were conspiring to cover up such abuse. 

But, "this was not what Project Truth did." Rather, it investigated some individual cases but, "not as part 
of an interconnected whole." 

The OPP "failed to define their own active investigation, but reacted to issues defined by those outside 
the investigation," including a renegade Cornwall police officer, Const. Perry Dunlop. "They did not 
pursue all available evidence by contacting individuals with relevant information and obtaining available 
documents." 

Police concluded Project Truth by saying there was no pedophile ring in Cornwall. 

But Glaude concludes since, "they did not investigate this, they could not have reasonably come to this 
conclusion. This does not mean that I find there was a ring of pedophiles. It is not my role to make such 
a finding. But I do find that no investigation provided conclusive evidence on this point." 

Glaude appears to take special care when considering the actions of former Cornwall Const. Perry 
Dunlop who disclosed the illegal $32,000 settlement between Simsler and the church to the local 
Children's Aid Society. Later, in June 1996, he launched a lawsuit against his own police department, 
the local diocese and others, claiming $40 million in damages. For that, he was charged under the 
Police Services Act and was subsequently off work or on sick leave. Around the same time, however, 
Dunlop began speaking to witnesses and alleged victims about the alleged abuse. Glaude found that 
Dunlop later attempted to circulate information to the media and others supporting his contention of 
police and other were conspiring to keep a lid sexual abuse by prominent individuals. 

Dunlop refused to testify at the inquiry and was served a seven-month jail term for contempt of court. 

"I have been asked to find that Perry Dunlop is a hero. And that he is a villain," Glaude said Tuesday. "I 
do neither. 

"In reporting suspicions of sexual abuse by Father Charles MacDonald to the Children's ' Aid Society, 
Const. Perry Dunlop then acted in a manner consistent with his duty. His perception that his employers 
was unfairly sanctioning him because of this, led to a complete breakdown in trust between constable 
Dunlop and justice institutions." 

But Dunlop's, "actions in conducting unauthorized investigations and the strained relationship with 
police and the ministry of the attorney general resulted in cases being stayed. 

'Wrongly, Mr. Dunlop had begun to act on the premise that the 'ends justify the means.' Mr. Dunlop's 
failure to ... testify at this inquiry were the ultimate manifestation of this ingrained pattern of mistrust for 
justice institutions." 
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Even Gary Guzzo, the former judge and Conservative MPP who first raised the issue at Queen's Park 
more than a decade ago came in for some criticism from Glaude. 

"I believe that ... Guzzo was genuinely motivated by concern for alleged victims. However, many of his 
communications were careless and based on incomplete, unverified and, in some cases, false 
information. Because of his position as an MPP and former judge, he unfortunately gave legitimacy to 
innuendo." 

Ontario's Liberal government and Alexandria-Cornwall Bishop Paul-Andre Durocher were quick to 
issue apologies Tuesday. 

"I sincerely apologize to those who have been affected as a result of these events," said Rick 
Bartolucci, the province's minister of community safety and correctional services. "Not only the victims, 
not only the victims' families, but their friends and the community. At the very least, I am pleased that 
our government has responded to requests for an inquiry after years of having this issue fester." 

- - - 

Read the timeline of the Cornwall child sexual abuse case 

ottawacitizen.com 
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Olympic flame holds special meaning for Tyendinaga 
 

BY BRUCE DEACHMAN, THE OTTAWA CITIZEN DECEMBER 16, 2009  
 

 

The Olympic flame received a blessing Tuesday as it passed through the Mohawk community of 
Tyendinaga on its way from Kingston to Peterborough and, eventually, Vancouver. 

As Quinte Mohawk School student Raven Tabobandung carried the torch to the front of the community 
centre and waited to pass it on to schoolmate Camelia Maracle, elder and Second World War veteran 
Elwood Brant acknowledged the Creator. 

"The Haudenosaunee people have a long proud history of bringing people together in unity," he said, "a 
key message of the Olympic Games." 

 

 
Raven Tabobandung carries the torch past a community centre on 
Tyendinaga Mohawk territory on Tuesday. The torch finished up its 
Day 47 trip in Peterborough. 
Photograph by: Chris Mikula, The Ottawa Citizen, The Ottawa 
Citizen 
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Chief Don Maracle was on hand for the ceremony, which included traditional dance, and explained how 
the symbolism of the Olympic flame was not unlike the role of fire in native culture. 

"Fire is one of the elements of creation," he said. "It's necessary in our ancient past for our survival -- it 
gave us heat and warmth, but it's also a light that perpetuates hope and peace an unity. 

"In the ceremony today, we ask that the Creator's blessing be on all those participating in the Olympics, 
that it would kindle the spirit of unity and peace in the world and help unify the nations of the world." 

The pomp and ceremony with which the flame was greeted in Tyendinaga was repeated in other 
communities it travelled to Tuesday. 

The fairgrounds in Picton were crammed with thousands of people cheering. In Brighton, residents who 
gathered near the municipal offices joined in a rendition of O Canada. Enthusiastic Bailieboroites 
braved the dark and cold, and lined both sides of Highway 28 through town to watch. A rock band in 
Port Hope riffed through the Beatles' Magical Mystery Tour. 

The flame got off to an aquatic start Tuesday morning, as former Olympic sailor Tim Irwin, who 
competed for Canada at the 1968 Olympic Games in Mexico, sailed the torch into Kingston's 
Portsmouth Harbour. 

More than 200 gathered on the jetty there -- "More than are ever here this early in the summer," 
remarked an onlooker -- to see the start of Day 47. 

From there it passed through Odessa, Napanee Desoronto and Picton, where local volunteer, 21-year-
old Joey Lavender, lit the community cauldron. 

From there, it travelled through CFB Trenton, Brighton, Cobourg and Port Hope, finally stopping for the 
day in Peterborough, where former Montreal Canadien Bob Gainey, who was born in the area and 
played for the Petes, lit the cauldron at the Memorial Centre. 

- - - 

Online 

Follow the Torch Day 48 

See photos and an interactive route map at ottawacitizen.com/torch 

© Copyright (c) The Ottawa Citizen 
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