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Teacher violence rare: Prof
Slap 'not corporal punishment'
By DON PEAT, SUN MEDIA
Last Updated: 16th October 2009, 4:12am

How did gum-chewing lead to a Barrie teacher slapping a student?
If that's the case, it brings back memories of the strap and the days when teachers doled out classroom corporal
punishment.
Officials were still not saying much yesterday about the Oct. 7 incident at Bear Creek Secondary School other than the
fact it's now in the court's hands.
Barrie Police refused to call it a case of corporal punishment.
"I'm not going to make that comment," Sgt. Robert Allan said. "This was an incident that was reported to us, we did an
investigation and laid a charge and as far as that information, that has to come out through the courts."
Kathy Bickmore, an associate professor at the University of Toronto's Ontario Institute for Studies in Education, also
declined to call it a case of corporal punishment.
"This isn't corporal punishment in the legal sense because corporal punishment is illegal in Ontario for good reason,
this is (allegedly) the use of violence in an illegitimate and unfair way," Bickmore said.
"There's no evidence that corporal punishment is effective and that's even more true when it's not structured and fair."
Bickmore, who studies anti-violence and safe schools policy and programs, stressed that the impact of violence on a
school community cannot be underestimated, no matter who is inflicting it.
While unable to comment specifically on the case, one of the questions she has is what made that risk of escalation to
violence so high?
Cases of teachers assaulting students are extremely rare, Bickmore said.
"It's actually pretty remarkable when you think of the thousands and thousands of people teaching in Ontario and even
more students," Bickmore said.
"There's a lot of potential for conflict ... it's amazing how little of this kind of really directly violent behaviour goes on."
Debbie Clarke, a spokesman for the Simcoe County District School Board, said the teacher was reassigned and is not
in the classroom or working with students.
Clarke refused to speculate on what would happen if the teacher is found guilty.
"We've provided the comment we're going to make and that's our comment at this point," she said.
Jennifer Clarke, 48, was charged Tuesday with assault. She'll be in court Nov. 30.
DON.PEAT@SUNMEDIA.CA
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City to launch massive H1N1 campaign
7 vaccination clinics to operate 24/7 for 5 weeks
By DONNA CASEY, SUN MEDIA
Last Updated: 15th October 2009, 6:34pm

In what’s being described as the largest logistical operation in
Ottawa’s 150-year public health history, the city will run seven mass
H1N1 vaccination clinics for at least five weeks starting in late
October when the shot is expected to be ready.
City public health officials say the seven clinics, in addition to one
roving clinic for outlying areas and an outreach team, will run seven
days a week for at least five weeks and up to 12 weeks.
“Clearly, this is a massive undertaking,” said Dr. Isra Levy, Ottawa’s
medical officer of health during a presentation to the city’s community
and protective services committee.

The city will operate seven H1N1 vaccination
clinics as part of a massive logistical
undertaking to immunize as many people as
possible over a five-week period. File photo

The federal public health agency says the vaccine will be ready by
November, leaving the dates and times for the Ottawa clinics still up
in the air.
The unprecedented mass immunization campaign — which will
redeploy 70% of public health staff to vaccinate thousands of people
a day — will aim for a 40% immunization rate among Ottawa
residents, a target that matches the usual seasonal flu numbers, said

Levy.
While the shot will be available to everyone who wants it, Levy said he expects limited supply in the first two weeks.
Priority groups will be targeted at the outset: People with chronic medical conditions, pregnant women, healthy children
aged six months to five years, health care workers who deliver essential services or are responding to the pandemic
and people in close contact with those who are at high risk and cannot be immunized.
Levy acknowledged the setup of the super clinics is at odds with how most residents get their flu shots, namely at their
doctors’ offices.
“We are relying on the vast majority of people coming to us,” said Levy.
In the redeployment of staff and resources, several public health programs will be cancelled for a few months,
including prenatal health classes, senior outreach programs and breastfeeding help.
“I can’t emphasize enough how painful I find the redeployment of staff from these programs to be,” Levy said of the
temporary suspension of programs, including the I Love To Skate program for children.
Kanata South Coun. Peggy Feltmate called the impact on recreation programs “quite sobering” and expressed
concern about the planned placement of one clinic at the John Mlacak Centre, which is busy seven days a week with
seniors’ programs, dance classes and church services.
By mid-afternoon, city officials had changed the Kanata clinic location to the Kanata Recreation Complex, which will
bring limited disruption to existing programs.

http://www.ottawasun.com/news/ottawa/2009/10/15/11411631.html
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Committee chairwoman Coun. Diane Deans said city officials need “to implore the public to be patient” with the
disruption to city programs in the name of preventing “severe illness or loss of life in the community.”
donna.casey@sunmedia.ca
City’s H1N1 plan
z
z
z
z

Target: Vaccinate 40% of population
Timeframe: Five to 12 weeks, starting in late October
Seven flu shot clinics, located across the city
One roving clinic, potentially for rural areas or areas with residents who can’t make it to other clinics

H1N1 vaccine clinic locations
z
z
z
z
z
z
z

Kanata Recreation Complex on Walter Baker Place
Tom Brown Arena on Bayview Drive in Hintonburg
Richelieu-Vanier Centre on Des Peres Blancs in Vanier
A city facility building on Centrum Blvd. in Orleans
Ottawa public health headquarters at 100 Constellation Cres. in Nepean
Walter Baker Sports Centre on Malvern Dr. in Barrhaven
Fred Barrett Arena on Leitrim Dr. in Gloucester, alternating with Jim Durrell Complex on Walkley Rd.

Copyright © 2009 Ottawa Sun All Rights Reserved
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Lisgar is first a community school, and yes, we have a
gifted program
THE OTTAWA CITIZEN

OCTOBER 16, 2009

It is wrong to accuse Lisgar parents of elitism for having concerns about
the redirection of students, writes Elizabeth Buckingham. Lisgar already
has overcrowding problems.
Photograph by: Chris Mikula, The Ottawa Citizen, The Ottawa Citizen

Re: Class issues, Oct. 14.
As a parent of a Lisgar Collegiate student and two Lisgar graduates, I am offended by the Citizen
editorial that suggested that parental concerns reflect "elitism" and "exclusivity."
The editorial also suggested that all Lisgar parents have shifted into high alert because "school
authorities are about to tamper with the formula that makes Lisgar an incubator for overachievers."
The Ottawa-Carleton District School Board has embraced a community school model. Lisgar is first
and foremost a community school and welcomes all students who are within its boundaries.
It has a specific boundary for its gifted program. If there is space left over after accommodating these

http://www.ottawacitizen.com/story_print.html?id=2108524&sponsor=
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students, others will be made welcome. The string music program, in particular, has benefited from
students who transferred into the school.
Your editorial is correct that the number of students who may come to Lisgar on an annual basis as a
result of Rideau High School's potential closure is relatively small in relation to the total number who
attend Lisgar.
However, Lisgar is at over-capacity this year.
Several factors have contributed to this. For some reason, it currently has 20 to 30 more Grade 12
students than the historical trend would suggest, and it may have 10 to 20 more students in both
Grades 10 and 11 than is ideal.
This overcrowding must be addressed in a manner that considers both the short-term and long-term
consequences and takes into account the impact of any potential redirection of students due to the
closure of another high school.
I expect that Lisgar school council will work with the principal and the school board planning staff to
identify ways to best address the overcrowding.
Elizabeth Buckingham,
Ottawa
© Copyright (c) The Ottawa Citizen
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Student called 'great kid'
UWO ARREST
By RANDY RICHMOND, KATE DUBINSKI AND MONIQUE JOHNSON
Last Updated: 16th October 2009, 4:10am

Shocked friends of a Western student involved in a controversial
arrest painted a far different picture of him than the "combative" and "violent" portrait presented yesterday by university
and police officials.
Irnes Zeljkovic, 22, was described by friends as a "nice, great guy" who coached children's soccer and had an
approach to life that got him nominated four years ago for a top high school sportsmanship award.
But Zeljkovic also ran into minor trouble with the law over drugs and, perhaps in jest, told a student newspaper he
wanted to try every drug before he died.
He is charged with mischief, resisting arrest, escaping custody and assaulting a police officer after a violent arrest -caught on video and spread over the Internet -- at the University of Western Ontario Wednesday.
"He is a great kid. I don't know what happened," said Edin Isovic, registrar for London's Bosnia Soccer Club.
Zeljkovic, "an excellent player," was on the club's adult team but hurt his knee in July. He spent the summer coaching
an Under 15 boys team, Isovic said.
"The kids love him. He was easy to talk to. He was a great coach."
Gordana Havic, whose son was coached last summer by Zeljkovic, said she was stunned by the arrest.
"I'm ready to cry, it's so unbelievable," Havic said. "He comes from a very good family and his coaching is very good.
As far as I know he is a very good boy so it's very hard for me to believe that anything like this would happen."
In 2005, Zeljkovic was Montcalm secondary school's nominee for the Alex Kelman SPECTRA award, given to a
graduating student in London and Middlesex who best combines sportsmanship, excellence, character, achievement
and respect.
He played basketball and volleyball at Montcalm.
"I can only say good things about him. I knew him since he was seven. I'm shocked," said a family friend who didn't
want to be identified.
"He coached my kids for three years. I don't think he's violent. I've never seen him be violent."
Selver Zulum, 18, said Zeljkovic coached his little brother in soccer last summer.
"He's a good guy. He always tries to help out anybody . . . " Zulum said.
A friend who went to high school with Zeljkovic said he studied hard and was a good athlete.
"I never heard anything bad about him. He is a really nice kid," he said. "He studied hard."
In 2007, Zeljkovic presented a different side to the UWO Gazette student newspaper, which asked students what
they'd like to do before they died.

http://www.ottawasun.com/news/canada/2009/10/16/11422236-sun.html
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A student identifying himself as Irnes Zeljkovic replied, "Try every drug possible."
In March 2009, he and two others pleaded guilty to drug possession charges after being caught in Pinery Provincial
Park on the May 17, 2008, holiday weekend.
Zeljkovic pleaded guilty to possession of ecstasy and was fined $300.
--BY THE NUMBERS
5-10
Estimated length, in minutes, of the dust-up between UWO police, city police and the "disoriented" student.
90
Seconds of video, posted on YouTube, of the melee between officers and the student.
5
Times the student was kneed by an officer in one flurry.
6
Times he was struck by another officer in the upper back with a baton.
24
Punches, at least, delivered by one officer in two flurries of at least 15 and nine.
33,000
Views the video had drawn as of last night, only 24 hours after it was posted.
STUDENT REACTION
We asked UWO students: Do you feel safe on campus after watching the arrest?
"I feel safe on campus (because) I would never be in that situation. But to me that seems pretty extreme and it makes
you take a step back and be a little bit fearful."
"I certainly understand why there might be some required force, but the amount used once they had him down, I
thought, was excessive. But you've just got to keep yourself out of those situations and hope it doesn't happen to you."
"I think it's a little bit too much. Obviously I feel safe (on campus) but . . . acting that way, I think it's too much. It's
scary."
"I've always felt safe on Western's campus -- knowing there's that kind of response and that quickly makes me feel
safer. (But) it is scary to think that that's the level of response that seems to be necessary to the police force here on
campus."
"I saw them just pounding at him and using a lot of force and hitting him so many times. It was scary, how much force
they used and how many times they hit him."
"Cops are cops -- they have to do what they have to sometimes. I don't have a problem seeing that. He's obviously not
in the right state of mind . . . and if someone's like that you don't know what that person could do."
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