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MICHEL BÉNAC DÉBUSQUE�LES TALENTS DANS NOS ÉCOLES 

ONTARIO FRANÇAIS 

Par Vincent Muller – Semaine du 17 novembre au 23 novembre 2009 

 

Michel Bénac en tournage pour la prochaine saison de Radart à l'école Monseigneur-de-Charbonnel la 
semaine dernière. 

Pour la deuxième saison de l'émission Radart destinée aux 9-12 ans et diffusée sur TFO, la maison 
de production Balestra a fait appel à l'un des membres du célèbre groupe de musique Swing, 
Michel Bénac. L'équipe de tournage qui sillonne en ce moment l’Ontario, a tourné jeudi dernier à 
l'école secondaire Monseigneur-de-Charbonnel de North York, où L'Express l'a rencontré.  
 
La première saison de Radart est actuellement à l'antenne sur TFO. Cette émission vise à encourager 
l'art au sein des communautés francophones. Le principe est simple: les producteurs de l'émission 
lancent un défi à un jeune ou un groupe de jeunes, et l'équipe de tournage suit la façon dont ces derniers 
vont relever ce défi.  
 
«On suit trois jeunes par émission, un des trois partage son défi avec moi, et les autres sont suivis seuls 
entrain de relever leur défi», explique Michel Bénac. «Par exemple on a tourné à (Sainte-Catherine) avec 
Alex qui devait faire un spectacle de magie avec moi comme assistant, on a tourné aussi à Mississauga 
avec un autre jeune qui avait pour défi de créer un sketch avec deux de ses amis et de m'inclure 
dedans», continue-t-il.  
 
Michel Bénac se donne corps et âme à sa nouvelle fonction d’animateur, commencée avec le tournage 
de la deuxième saison de Radart début octobre. Fortement influencé par l'anglais durant sa jeunesse, il a 
fait le choix de chanter en français.  
 
Cette émission sur les arts et les jeunes talents franco-ontariens lui tient donc particulièrement à coeur: 
«J'ai vu beaucoup de jeunes talentueux, il faut prendre du temps pour en parler», insiste-t-il. 
 
«L'émission touche toutes les formes d'art, art visuel, musique, comédie ça donne la chance aux 
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téléspectateurs de découvrir les talents de l'Ontario français. On espère que ça va les stimuler, les aider à 
continuer d'explorer leur art.» 
 
Après avoir tourné dans la matinée au centre-ville de Toronto, l'équipe s'est rendue à l'école 
Monseigneur-de-Charbonnel ou deux classes de 9e et 10e année devaient, dans le cadre de leur cours 
d’art plastique, relever un défi collectif: la réalisation d'une murale sur le thème des cinq sens.  
 
«Charbonnel c'est une étape importante, c'est un des défis collectifs. Il y aura encore deux murales.  
 
On a encore d'autres défis collectifs, trois slams, trois méga jam et trois flashmodance», explique 
l’animateur. «On a déjà fait un flashmobdance avec les jeunes de l'école Algonquin à North Bay, 600 
élèves réunis dans le gymnase, c'était impressionnant!», lance-t-il. Ces élèves ont fait une chorégraphie 
commune sur l'un des titres du groupe Swing, Au nom du père, du fils et du set carré.  
 
À Monseigneur-de-Charbonnel, les élèves de ces deux classes disposaient d’environ deux heures et 
demi pour réaliser la murale.  
 
Si cela a tout juste suffit aux élèves pour terminer cette oeuvre collective, l'équipe de tournage a eu tout le 
temps nécessaire pour faire plusieurs prises et suivre les artistes en herbe dans leurs tâches. 
 
«Le résultat final n'est pas très important pour l'émission, elle est surtout axée sur la façon dont les jeunes 
vont s'y prendre pour relever le défi qu'on leur a donné», précise le réalisateur segment Francis 
Deschênes. L'émission sera diffusée en septembre 2010 sur TFO. 

© 2009 L'Express. Tout droits réservés.
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U.S. agency OKs Canadian-made H1N1 vaccine 
 

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE NOVEMBER 18, 2009  
 

 

The U.S. Food and Drug Administration said Tuesday it has approved a Canadian-made shot against 
swine flu. 

The vaccine is the fifth approved by the FDA for use in the United States, where a massive campaign 
to vaccinate tens of millions of Americans against swine flu has come up against a severe shortage of 
vaccine. 

Fewer than half of the 160 million doses that health officials had originally said would be available by 
the end of October have been delivered. 

The shortfall has been blamed in part on the outdated method used to produce vaccine, which relies on 
growing a seed stock of the virus in chicken eggs. 

Like the other four vaccines approved by the FDA for use in the United States, the new vaccine, made 
by ID Biomedical of Quebec, is manufactured "using the established, licensed egg-based 
manufacturing process used for producing seasonal flu vaccine," the U.S. food and drug regulator said.

The vaccine will be produced in multi-dose vials and will contain the preservative thimerosal, which 
contains mercury. 

Pregnant women, who are one of five groups at heightened risk of developing severe complications 
and dying from swine flu, have to have the injectable form of the pandemic H1N1 vaccine because it is 
made with killed virus. 

The other form, a nasal spray, is made with live, greatly weakened virus and is not advised for 
pregnant women, children under the age of two and people with chronic health conditions such as 
asthma, other groups who have priority for vaccination. 

Swine flu vaccine was tested on pregnant women in the United States, but the vaccine that was tested 
did not contain thimerosal. 

© Copyright (c) The Ottawa Citizen 
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We must do better at teaching languages 
 

BY COLIN ALEXANDER, THE OTTAWA CITIZEN NOVEMBER 18, 2009  
 

 

Ghislain St-Jacques is right to be concerned about "recognizing our Canadian bilingual identity," but he 
hits the wrong buttons. 

The failures of many schools include pitiful results in French, as they do in maths, science, literacy, and 
physical fitness. I have a report card for a Grade 6 student from a school outside Ottawa. It rates the 
student B in French and it says "he is learning to use ne and pas successfully in negative sentences." 
Yes, I mean Grade 6. 

Sometimes I ask English teenage students to say in French "Did you see the dog yesterday?" I seldom 
get the past participle of voir, and my latest attempt garnered demain (tomorrow) instead of hier 
(yesterday). 

Students in some foreign countries have more chance of learning English than many English Canadian 
students have of learning French. 

Education departments, both English and French, need to find out how other countries manage to 
teach students to speak and write one or more languages successfully, and then apply that 
methodology. 

Colin Alexander, 

Ottawa 

© Copyright (c) The Ottawa Citizen 
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University plays important role 
 

BY ERIC D'AOUST, THE OTTAWA CITIZEN NOVEMBER 18, 2009  
 

 

Re: We need to accept wholeheartedly the reality of Canada's bilingual character, Nov. 16. 

I agree with letter-writer Ghislain St-Jacques in his position on Canadian bilingualism and the University 
of Ottawa. 

The University of Ottawa has been for more than 150 years a pillar of Ottawa's francophone community 
and has greatly contributed to the linguistic vitality of Franco-Ontarians. The University of Ottawa, as an 
institution, has a very important role to play in "institutional completeness," a theory developed by 
sociologist Raymond Breton, which in a nutshell means that linguistic minority groups depend on strong 
institutions in order to preserve their language and culture. 

Recently, the university's student-employee's union proposed to remove the bilingualism requirement 
for members of its executive. Although the union is not the University of Ottawa, it is nonetheless a 
strong component and representative of its student employees. Therefore, it should adhere to the 
university's position on official languages. 

The argument that only one-third of the student population is French-speaking is not valid, as the union 
should strive to represent all students equally. Furthermore, members of the union claimed that the 
bilingualism requirement was discriminatory against international students. I do not see how requiring 
that members of the executive be bilingual is discriminatory. In order to lead an organization that 
represents people speaking either of Canada's official languages, the executive should be able to 
understand and communicate in French and in English. 

The "fair" thing to do would be to allow members to communicate freely in the language of their choice 
with their executive. However, the current proposition would deny this. 

I applaud the students who denied the quorum needed to proceed with the vote, and I am hopeful that 
the current supporters of this motion will change their views on this issue and understand the negative 
impact this decision will have on students working at the university. 

Eric D'Aoust 

University of Ottawa alumni 

Ottawa 

© Copyright (c) The Ottawa Citizen 
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History alive and well in Ontario schools 
 

BY MARTHA PALMER, THE OTTAWA CITIZEN NOVEMBER 18, 2009  
 

 

Re: Nurturing the national soul; and The fallible voice of the people, Nov. 15. 

As an educator, I was surprised to encounter in columns by both Janice Kennedy and David Warren a 
side slam at our educational system. 

While promoting Jason Kenney's new immigration study guide, Kennedy encourages the study of the 
proud history we have as Canadians, then criticizes the educational system for the "sorry state of 
history teaching in schools across the country." 

Our Grade 7 social studies curriculum in Ontario is the study of Canada from the early 17th to 19th 
century and in Grade 8, from the 1850s to 1914. The compulsory Grade 10 history course focuses on 
Canada post-1914, comparing a local, national and global view of the changes and efforts that have 
shaped our present and continue to shape our future. 

I challenge her to walk into a Grade 10 class today. She will see students passionately discussing 
battles fought by Canadians and many other issues. She could talk to any of the students or teachers 
who participated in the numerous trips going to Vimy Ridge from our city, (organized by history 
teachers) with the aim of having students experience first-hand the moving legacy of our soldiers. 

Similarly in Warren's discussion of the fallibility of the voice of the masses, he claims that the "Dark 
Ages" is a glib term that is ignored by our schools, and that a student is likely to graduate "with no 
confident knowledge of anything that happened before he or she was born." 

He should peruse the social studies curriculum and then join a Grade 3 class as they explore life as a 
pioneer in Upper Canada with the interactive studies aimed at developing an understanding of this age. 
Or perhaps he could step into a Grade 4 class studying medieval European societies from 500 to 1500 
and help them build a medieval castle (he no doubt is aware that the term "Dark Ages" is no longer 
used by historians.) He could wander in to see Grade 5 classes studying early civilizations, comparing 
their lives to those of young people in Ancient Greece or the Mayan culture. 

Our curriculum in Ontario is rich with history that brings an in-depth connection to life in the past for our 
students. 

Martha Palmer, 

Ottawa 

© Copyright (c) The Ottawa Citizen 
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Living off campus: Deciding what matters 
 

BY TERRY TINKESS, THE OTTAWA CITIZEN NOVEMBER 18, 2009  
 

 

Heading off to college or university can be an eye-opening experience for first-year students. For many 
of them living in residence is their first opportunity to live on their own. 

Having the ability to temper the move into a life of self-reliance by living on campus is a good way to 
learn some of the things you need to know while enjoying the safety net of a semi-regulated 
environment. 

Year two, however, comes around quickly enough and with it comes the adventure of living off-campus. 
When choosing where to live, what considerations can help you to make the right decision? 

Amanda is a fourth-year psychology student. After living in residence in year one, and then with a 
number of housemates for years two and three, this year she decided she wanted her own place. She 
had a number of things in mind before even starting to look for a place to live, but says the one choice 
that seemed to make all the others just a bit easier was location. 

"I'm involved in a number of different activities, so being close to campus was important," says 
Amanda. "Living farther away would have meant I would have had to take the bus or walk, which would 
have taken more time." 

Being close to campus also adds a sense of security, since you are between two "safe" environments 
for as short a time as possible. 

For two brothers, Corey, in his final year of concurrent education and Ryan, in second year 
engineering, living close to campus wasn't that important as long as they had access to public transit. 
The two share a car, but having a bus at their front door means it doesn't have to leave the parking lot 
each day, especially when the snow starts to fly. 

"The car is convenient," says Corey, who is currently completing the placement portion of his program, 
"but it is also expensive when you consider gas and parking." 

"For me, the bus takes me where I need to go and gets me there for when I need to get there," says 
Ryan, "and it means I don't have to worry about traffic or finding a parking spot." 

When asked what other things they considered when looking for off-campus accommodations, each of 
the students said that being close to a place where they can buy necessities is nice, but having a safe, 
clean and relatively quiet place was most important. 
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"There are a lot of places out there that you just get a bad feeling about as soon as you walk in the 
door," says Corey. "You don't want to have to deal with things that break frequently, or insect problems. 
This is our home and we want to feel comfortable living here and know that things will be as we left 
them when we come back." 

That, according to Ryan, is also a good enough reason for keeping things reasonably clean in their 
apartment. "There is just two of us here, so you can't blame it on anyone else," says Ryan. "If you let 
things go, it just takes longer to clean it up. You don't ask whose dishes are in the kitchen sink. We 
each chip in to get things done." 

For her part, Amanda was surprised how much she enjoys having her own place. "I enjoyed living with 
my housemates," she says, "but it is nice to know that 

I can do things the way I want here. I only have myself to clean up after and I can set things up to suit 
me. That's a nice feeling to have." 

It's the kind of feeling that makes focusing on school a lot easier. A taste of freedom isn't as sweet 
when it becomes a burden. 

© Copyright (c) The Ottawa Citizen 
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Planning crucial when starting a new career 
 

BY TERRY TINKESS, THE OTTAWA CITIZEN NOVEMBER 18, 2009  
 

 

According to Statistics Canada, Ontario lost 36,000 jobs in the manufacturing sector in January 2009, a 
statistic that left many wondering how they would now make a living. Many have chosen to turn a 
tragedy into an opportunity by returning to the classroom in order to obtain the training or education 
they required to make a successful transition into a new career. 

Returning to school later in life brings with it its own set of unique problems that must be resolved if the 
mature student if to enjoy a reasonable chance of success. Young students often feel stressed from 
managing school, a part-time job and a social life. Add in such variables as a spouse, children, and any 
number of regular bill payments and/or a mortgage and the need to balance needs and responsibilities 
becomes apparent. 

When Heather Armstrong lost her job, she says she was left wondering how to go about filling the void 
that was created in her life. After weighing her options, she decided to pursue a career in journalism. 

"I lost my job, and I really loved my job so it became a question of where I was going to fit in career 
wise," Ms. Armstrong says. "I knew I needed more education and aptitude tests guided me in this 
direction." 

Many displaced workers are able to upgrade their skills with assistance from one of the different 
assistance programs in existence. Second Career, for example, a provincial initiative that started in 
June 2008 has in just 16 months surpassed it's three year mandate to help 20,000 laid-off workers. Ms. 
Armstrong didn't qualify but decided to pursue retraining anyway. It obviously puts a strain on finances, 
but with the support of her spouse, they are making it work. 

With the cost of retraining dealt with, the biggest concern Ms. Armstrong had starting out was being 
able to manage the juggling that would be involved. 

"The biggest fear I had was whether I could handle the three aspects of everyone's life who goes 
through this: school, home and personal," she says. Many people make the mistake of thinking if they 
can handle school and home, everything will be fine, but they neglect to allow any time just for 
themselves. 

Ms. Armstrong says she understood going in that there had to be personal time or she would either end 
up resenting the amount of time demanded by everything else, or she would simply burn out. "There 
has to be some 'me' time for this to be a success," she says. 

Another conscious decision Ms. Armstrong made when putting her "plan" into effect was to not limit 
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herself by focusing too much on one aspect of her newly chosen career. "I realized I didn't know 
enough about the different aspects of journalism to say I wanted to do this or that," she says, "so I 
wanted to have a hand on everything to be able to make the best decisions possible, taking into 
consideration employability and how much I enjoyed what I would be doing." 

Almost three months into a two-year program, Ms. Armstrong is enjoying the opportunity to train for a 
new career and looks forward to what the future holds. By planning carefully and maintaining a balance 
in her life, she thinks the best is yet to come. 

© Copyright (c) The Ottawa Citizen 
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Copyright © 2009 Ottawa Sun All Rights Reserved

Ottawa’s medical officer of health wants the city’s hospitals to set up 
H1N1 flu shot clinics for the general public this weekend.  

Dr. Isra Levy has asked the Ottawa Hospital, the Queensway-
Carleton, the Montfort and CHEO to run flu shot clinics this weekend 
to deal with a new supply of vaccine and to give the shots to healthy 
children and adults.  

“We’re in discussions with hospitals as to whether or not they’ll be 
able to do that on our behalf,” said Levy, adding he’s “very optimistic” 
the hospitals will run the clinics for the general public.  

“Certainly by this weekend, I’m expecting that we’ll be ready to 
vaccinate the whole population,” he said.  

The details of the weekend hospital-based clinics are still getting 
worked out, said Thomas Hayes, chairman of an emergency 

planning committee for local hospitals.  

With 55,000 newly arrived doses in its fridges, Ottawa’s public health department will reopen five fixed-site flu clinics 
Wednesday, along with two roving clinics, including one at City Hall.  

The flu shot clinics closed last week for five days after the vaccine supply from manufacturer GlaxoSmithKline dried 
up.  

Levy said he expects “strong interest” for the reopened clinics, which are targeting children under 13 and seniors with 
chronic conditions.  

Ottawa public health officials are expecting another 45,000 doses by the end of the week.  

Over the past three weeks, public health nurses and hospital staff have immunized close to 20% of Ottawa residents, 
with 200,000 swine flu shots delivered to high-risk groups, including children under age five and pregnant women.  

With the new shipment of vaccine and the plan to roll out the shot to healthy kids and adults, Levy says the city hopes 
to inoculate another 200,000 people by the end of November.  

Last month, more than 10,000 local health-care workers got the shot at special flu shot clinics set up at area hospitals 
both during work hours and on the weekend.  

Levy cited the success of the Ottawa Hospital’s Riverside campus clinics — which over two weekends vaccinated 
more than 12,000 health-care workers and pregnant women — as a “very, very efficient setup.”  

donna.casey@sunmedia.ca  

 
  

 

H1N1 clinics open today; hospitals could soon be onboard too 
By DONNA CASEY, SUN MEDIA 
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