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When Steve McCabe took over as principal of St. Joseph Catholic High 
School three years ago, the Barrhaven school was hovering near the provincial average in literacy rates. 

But standardized test scores in applied mathematics had plummeted to a dismal 13% pass rate, well below the 35% Ontario 
average. 

It was enough to sound the alarm bells, and the school community mobilized to reverse the trend. 

After reviewing the test results, administered each year by the province’s Education Quality and Accountability Office, staff decided 
to make some radical changes. 

The most experienced teachers would now be assigned to the applied math courses, and class sizes were capped at 25 to 
maximize the teacher-to-student ratio. 

The mathematics department began to tailor teaching practices to reflect the activities and language contained within the EQAO 
testing. 

In math department head Sean Flynn’s words, “the EQAO mathematics assessment is the curriculum.” 

But the efforts extended beyond the Grade 9 math classroom. 

Teachers in other departments were encouraged to embrace the connection between numeracy skills and overall literacy. 

According to the Ottawa Catholic School Board, “students soon discovered that a common language and common strategies were 
being used across all subjects.” 

Students in younger grades were now being subjected to the rigours of exam-style scenarios to prepare them in advance for the 
Grade 9 test. 

“We’re preparing students for the testing they’re going to see in the years to come,” said McCabe. “And for us it’s really been about 
literacy across the curriculum.” 

The approach is paying off. 

St. Joseph was selected as one of the provincial highlights in the most recent round of EQAO test results, released yesterday. 

Scores in applied mathematics, once a sore spot for the school, now best the provincial average by 11%. 

In academic level math, the 94% success rate is one of the highest in the province, and represents a 28% jump in just five years. 

“There’s a lot of work going on at all of our high schools, but St. Joseph certainly stands out in terms of transitioning students from 
elementary grades into high school, the creation of professional learning communities where teachers share information from 
subject to subject, and a staff attitude where they’re determined to improve results for all students and that no student is going to 
fall by the wayside,” said OCSB director of education James McCracken.  

“It’s a whole community effort there with a lot of creative efforts in place to make sure no student slips through the cracks, and it’s 
paying off.” 

Full test results for all area boards and schools are available at www.eqao.com. 

aedan.helmer@sunmedia.ca 

 

Work adds up to success at St. Joseph high 
School climbs to among elite in Ontario math testing scores 
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Canada must return to original notion of official 
bilingualism 
 

THE OTTAWA CITIZEN SEPTEMBER 18, 2009 5:06 AM  
 

 

Forty years ago official bilingualism was introduced to the Canadian public as the notion that people 
should be able to receive federal government services in the language of their choice. Canadians 
accepted this goal, and it has been accomplished. Federal government services are now available to 
the public in both English and French. Although this is costly, it has been achieved, and it requires only 
a small number of bilingual front-line staff who deal directly with the public. 

But proponents of bilingualism were not satisfied with this, and, without public consultation, bilingualism 
was escalated to the notion that public servants should be able to work in the language of their choice, 
therefore requiring that all government managers be bilingual so they can communicate with staff in 
both French and English. This despite the fact that some recent polls show about 90 per cent of 
respondents believe that the language of work should be English. Canadians realize that having a dual 
language of work is inefficient, and also allows for discrimination against unilingual people in 
government hiring. 

The notion of a bilingual work-place has been embraced by the French minority because it gives them 
a clear advantage in the government job market. They realize that most francophones are bilingual due 
to the demographics of the country, whereas most English-Canadians are not. Bilingualism in Canada 

 

 
Rob Brown writes that official bilingualism was intended to make sure all Canadians received federal government services in 
their first language, but has expanded to the point that francophones have a distinct employment advantage. 
Photograph by: Chris Mikula, The Ottawa Citizen, The Ottawa Citizen 
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has reached the level of a religion, particularly among federal politicians, who are reluctant to even 
discuss it, for fear of alienating either their Western supporters or Quebec. 

Meanwhile, there is a total lack of discussion about the effects of bilingualism on the country: The 
morale problems it is causing in various levels of government, as qualified people are held back from 
career advancement because they are not bilingual. The divisions that bilingualism is causing between 
the French and English populations, and between the eastern and western provinces. Recent overtures 
by the McGuinty government in Ontario to cement a trade deal with Quebec are only adding to these 
problems, particularly since Ontarians realize that Quebec's protectionist laws will favour Quebec in 
any deal. 

There is only one way Canada can be considered truly "bilingual:" Quebec is primarily French, the rest 
of Canada is primarily English and federal government services should be available in both languages. 
The sooner we return to this correct notion of bilingualism and get off the bandwagon that everyone 
from the mail clerk to Supreme Court justice must be bilingual, the sooner we can get Canada back on 
track and move ahead with agendas such as the economy, health care, education, and the 
reunification of Canada itself. 

Rob Brown, 

Canadians Against Enforced Bilingualism, 

Ottawa 

© Copyright (c) The Ottawa Citizen 
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Medical supply companies scramble to fill H1N1 
orders 
Demand for products up 300 per cent, one firm reports 
 

BY GLEN MCGREGOR, THE OTTAWA CITIZEN SEPTEMBER 18, 2009 5:06 AM  
 

 

With rising sales of body bags, surgical masks and hand sanitizer, fears of a swine-flu outbreak have 
kicked off a small boom in Canada's medical supply industry as distributors scramble to fill orders for 
products to prevent transmission of the H1N1 virus. 

Most ominously, demand for "human remains pouches" is up as governments prepare for worst-case 
scenarios, says a Scarborough, Ont., firm that manufactures the body bags. 

"Some of the better organized municipalities and provinces and states in the U.S. are getting on the 
program now and buying inventory for storage," said Pierre Barcik, president of Trevor Owen Ltd. 
"Hopefully, they never have to use it." 

Barcik's company manufactures specialized pandemic body bags that are designed to withstand 
temperatures to -40 C "while still containing all body fluids ... to prevent leakage or seepage." 

He has sold them to Alberta and he recently filled an order for the City of Waterloo for 500 units, Barcik 
said. 

Body bags were cast into the spotlight this week when Health Canada shipped more than 200 
postmortem kits to First Nations communities in Northern Manitoba, prompting outrage and an apology 
from the department. 

A Health Canada official said Thursday that the bags were sent as part of a regular restocking, not 
specifically in anticipation of swine flu deaths, but allowed that too many were shipped. 

Sales of flu-related medical products have also jumped. With each increase of the H1N1 pandemic 
level from the World Health Organization, so does demand for hand sanitizer, hard-surface 
disinfectants, gloves and isolation gowns, says Jeff Stevens, president of The Stevens Company, 
Canada's second-largest distributor of medical products. 

Hospitals began buying up more supplies when the WHO elevated H1N1 to a Level 5 pandemic in 
April. But when the highest level was reached in June, the company's stockpiles of N95 masks and 
hand sanitizer were cleaned out. 

"When it went to Level 6, the lid came off the pot," Stevens said. "We were getting calls from large 
corporations, governments, anyone." 
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With some products shipped from China, restocking took three to four weeks, he said. 

The N95 masks, designed to prevent airborne transmission of disease, were difficult to find during the 
2003 outbreak of Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS). But Stevens expects less demand now 
because the masks are seen as overkill and not necessary when the spread of virus is best prevented 
by handwashing. 

"With specific products, we're looking at a 200- to 300-per-cent increase." But even with the boost from 
H1N1, these products account for only a small share of his company's sales, Stevens says. 

The pandemic could be far more profitable for drug companies, however. 

GlaxoSmithKline is making an H1N1 vaccine and also recently received an order for 1,750 units of its 
Relenza anti-viral medication from the Department of Foreign Affairs. The drug will be used to stock its 
foreign missions, but the order also gave the federal government the option to buy another 245,000 
more doses for use in other departments, if required. Roche, the maker of Tamiflu, also stands to 
benefit from rising sales. 

- - - 

H1N1: are we ready? 

Stay informed and download our special guide 

ottawacitizen.com/flu 

© Copyright (c) The Ottawa Citizen 
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Report of major H1N1 outbreak in B.C. decried 
'There is no story here,' official says in response to journal article 
 

BY LINDA NGUYEN, CANWEST NEWS SERVICE; WITH FILES FROM THE WINNIPEG FREE PRESS SEPTEMBER 18, 
2009 5:06 AM  

 

 

A B.C. health official on Thursday slammed an "inflammatory" article published in the Canadian 
Medical Association Journal that reported a major outbreak of H1N1 flu near Vancouver Island. 

The article said a major outbreak of H1N1 flu had occurred in the rural First Nation community of 
Ahousat, just off western Vancouver Island. 

It named one doctor who works in nearby Tofino that said he had treated "dozens"of patients and that 
most of the cases were mild. 

Dr. Charmaine Enns, however, said the article didn't report anything new, because health officials had 
known for weeks about H1N1 cases in remote First Nation communities. 

"We have been very transparent," said Enns, a medical health officer with the Vancouver Island Health 
Authority, at a news conference. "There is no story there." 

Instead, the CMAJ has exaggerated the situation, Enns said. 

"That increase (in) the level of alarm and anxiety -- that is completely unfounded," she said. 

She estimated that, out of a population of 800 to 1,000 residents, Ahousat may have seen 100 people 
affected by H1N1 since the pandemic started in the spring. 

Only six of those cases were lab-confirmed, and no related deaths have been reported there. 
Furthermore, Enns said health officials were unaware of anyone currently ill with H1N1 on the reserve. 

Meanwhile, with their provinces facing a budget-busting price tag to fight an anticipated swine flu 
pandemic, Canada's health ministers are asking the federal government to do more to defray the cost 
of a national H1N1 vaccination program. 

The ministers, who are gathered in Winnipeg for the Provincial-Territorial Conference of Ministers of 
Health, are sharing their plans and preparations for the expected fall outbreak. 

The federal government has already agreed to cover 60 per cent of the cost of the vaccine itself, which 
runs about $8 a dose. But the provinces are facing costs of another $8 a dose for such related costs as 
transportation, refrigeration and administration. 
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And, if the pandemic explodes, the provinces could each be grappling with millions of dollars of extra 
costs for boosting intensive care beds, staff overtime, new ventilators and dozens of other unexpected 
needs. 

The provinces want the government to treat H1N1 more like a flash flood or earthquake; the federal 
government covers 90 per cent of the cost of dealing with natural disasters. 

Also Thursday, federal government admitted that it was insensitive to send body bags in a shipment of 
medical supplies to First Nations communities awaiting help to prepare for the fall flu season. 

Officials said the shipment in no way reflected how severely they expected the swine flu virus to hit 
native communities this fall. 

Federal Health Minister Leona Aglukkaq, who on Wednesday ordered an investigation into the 
controversy, followed up Thursday with a statement saying as an aboriginal person she was offended 
and that what happened was "unacceptable." 

"To all who took offence at what occurred, I want to say that I share your concern and I pledge to get to 
the bottom of it," said Aglukkaq, who was attending a meeting in Winnipeg with her provincial and 
territorial counterparts. 

Aglukkaq's statement stopped short of the personal apology that Liberal leader Michael Ignatieff called 
on the minister to make. But, later in the day her department issued a full-fledged mea culpa and 
sought to explain why the body bags were sent to the First Nation communities. 

"Health Canada apologizes for the error that was made in the number of body bags that were ordered 
for the Wasagamack First Nations. We regret the alarm that this incident has caused," said the 
statement. 

Health Canada did not specify what that number was but according to media reports, the reserve, 
located about 600 kilometres northeast of Winnipeg, received at least 30. 
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