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Une nouvelle école élémentaire publique à Kanata  
par Stéphane Jobin  
Voir tous les articles de Stéphane Jobin 
Article mis en ligne le 19 novembre 2009 à 0:14  
Soyez le premier à commenter cet article 

Après le conseil catholique la semaine 
dernière, c’était au tour du Conseil des écoles 
publiques de l’Est de l’Ontario (CÉPEO) de 
procéder au lancement des travaux de sa 
nouvelle école élémentaire, qui sera érigée 
dans le sud de Kanata. La traditionnelle 
pelletée de terre a eu lieu mercredi matin, 
marquant ainsi le début des travaux du 
bâtiment, évalués à 4,96 millions $. La 
nouvelle école sera située au 17, promenade 
Bridgestone. 
 
Construit sur un terrain de 13 acres et 
pouvant accueillir jusqu’à 300 élèves de la 
maternelle à la 6e année, l’établissement 
comprendra, outre des salles de classe, un 
gymnase, une bibliothèque, un laboratoire 
informatique ainsi qu’un espace pour un 
service de garde préscolaire et parascolaire. 
L’édifice sera aussi conçu de façon à soutenir l’ajout éventuel d’une école secondaire. 
 
Selon le président du CÉPEO, Georges Orfali, la construction de cette école élémentaire dans ce 
secteur de la ville «viendra alléger le surpeuplement de l’École élémentaire publique Kanata tout en 
répondant à une demande accrue de parents souhaitant inscrire leurs enfants chez nous». 
 
C’est justement grâce à la mobilisation des parents de l’École Kanata que le projet d’une nouvelle 
école a pu émerger, selon le conseiller scolaire de Bell-Nepean Sud, Kanata, Carleton Ouest, 
Goulborn, Baie, Baseline, Knowdale-Merivale et Rideau, Bernard Bareilhe. «Si la construction de cette 
école est nouvelle, le projet, lui, n’est pas nouveau. En effet, il a été porté à bout de bras par une 
communauté scolaire très engagée qui souhaitait ce qu’il y a de mieux en terme d’excellence en 
éducation pour leurs enfants», a-t-il exprimé. 
 
Le président du conseil d’école de l’École élémentaire publique Kanata, Jacques Rollin, a de son côté 
souhaité la construction prochaine d’une institution secondaire publique dans cette partie de la 
ville. «Cet ajout permettrait à nos enfants de poursuivre, en français, leur cheminement scolaire jusqu’à 

L’ouverture de la nouvelle école élémentaire 
publique est prévue pour septembre 2010. 

Photo : Gracieuseté du CÉPEO  
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la fin de leurs études secondaires», a-t-il noté. 
 
Les travaux de construction devraient être complétés pour la rentrée scolaire de septembre 2010.  
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Système d'annonce bilingue : L’ACFO soulagée  
par Sandy Chirol  
Voir tous les articles de Sandy Chirol 
Article mis en ligne le 19 novembre 2009 à 0:15  
Soyez le premier à commenter cet article 

L'Association canadienne-française de l'Ontario (ACFO) d'Ottawa se réjouit de la décision du conseil 
municipal, prise mardi matin, de faire équiper d'ici le printemps 2010 tous les autobus d'OC Transpo 
d'un système d'annonce automatique bilingue des arrêts. «Nous sommes très contents que le conseil 
soit revenu sur sa décision. Je pense que la pression que nous avons exercée ces dernières semaines 
a beaucoup joué», a souligné hier matin Claudette Boyer, directrice générale de l'ACFO d'Ottawa, 
après avoir exprimé son inquiétude la semaine dernière dans un courriel envoyé aux médias. 
 
L'Association a fait parvenir une lettre à chacun des conseillers municipaux d'Ottawa afin qu'ils 
prennent conscience de l'importance de ce système bilingue pour la communauté francophone. 
 
L'ACFO a également pu compter sur le soutien des francophones de la région qu'elle avait sollicité 
pour qu'ils se manifestent eux aussi auprès des décideurs. «J'ignore combien de lettres la Ville a reçu 
mais une vingtaine de personnes nous ont envoyé une copie du courrier qu'ils ont écrit», a indiqué 
Mme Boyer. Le conseiller Alex Cullen a quant à lui téléphoné l'ACFO pour féliciter ses membres et les 
francophones d'avoir mis autant d'énergie à défendre le projet. 
 
Mardi matin, le conseil a finalement approuvé un contrat de 12,1 millions $ avec la compagnie Clever 
Devices, après avoir jonglé avec l’idée durant plusieurs mois. (S.C.)  
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We want it and we want it now.  

That’s the message family doctors are getting from patients looking for the H1N1 flu shot, according to the head of the 
association that represents the province’s physicians. 

Family doctors across the province are getting “inundated with calls” from patients wanting to know if and when they 
can get the swine flu shot at their doctor’s office, said Dr. Suzanne Strasberg, president of the Ontario Medical 
Association. 

“All the concerns now are around the supply issue. Even today, we’re getting calls and e-mails about some doctors are 
getting 300 shots for a practice of 10,000 patients,” said Strasberg, a family doctor who’s working in a clinic in 
Toronto’s Jane and Finch corridor. 

With the shot now available to the general public, doctors are dependent on local public health units to divvy up doses 
among the physicians who applied to give the shot in their offices. 

“People are ready to go,” said Strasberg of family doctors wanting more vaccine.  

While most Canadians get the seasonal flu shot from their family doctors, the rigorous provincial paperwork meant 
many doctors weren’t interested in giving the jab at their practices, said Dr. Merrilee Fullerton, president of the 
Academy of Medicine Ottawa, which represents about 800 local family doctors. 

“It was the feeling that if the government feels they can do a better job at it, let them do it,” said Fullerton.  

 
  

Family doctors feel H1N1 pinch 
Growing numbers of patients demand swine flu vaccine 
By DONNA CASEY, SUN MEDIA 

Last Updated: 19th November 2009, 6:56am 

Autos Careers Classifieds Homes 
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A Carleton University initiative is allowing Native youths to walk a 
virtual mile along the Path of the Elders.  

Canadian Heritage has provided a $375,000 grant to the university and its partners to develop a website “that seeks to 
strengthen the identity and self-respect” of Native youths.  

The goal is to develop a video game, with local software firm BlackCherry Digital Media, that engages and entertains 
youth while serving as an educational tool, providing a window into the rich history, culture and teachings that have 
been passed along for generations in the oral tradition.  

An early version of the game can be found at pathoftheelders.com, and the government grant will allow developers to 
bring that ancient tradition into the digital age, augmenting the game with video clips of elders, audio recordings of 
historic Cree narratives, photo galleries, and educational kits for students and for teachers.  

“The idea is to use the Internet to reconnect the chain between the elders, the culture and the youth,” says Carleton 
University professor John Medicine Horse Kelly, one of the key researchers involved in the project.  

He said the game strays far from the typical “shoot-em-up” style of game favoured by Native youth, and youth in 
general.  

“It has the same visual appeal and the same challenging elements (as other popular games), but the lessons are 
cultural,” said Kelly.  

The notion of using a video game as a teaching tool gained some credibility Wednesday with the release of a 
Canadian Council on Learning article supporting the idea.  

“It is important to utilize all the resources at our disposal to enhance student learning in any setting,” said Tracy Lavin, 
principal researcher at the CCL. “It makes sense to draw on students’ fascination with video games in order to expand 
their learning opportunities and improve their learning outcomes.”  

But for Kelly, a Haida from British Columbia, the game is about more than facilitating a student’s academic 
comprehension.  

For him, the alarming suicide rate among Natives aged 15 to 24 — six to eight times higher than the national average 
— is more than just a statistic.  

“I buried a relative,” said Kelly, adding that communities that have preserved and embraced their culture show 
dramatically lower suicide rates.  

“When a young person looks in the mirror in the morning, and he has no connection to his elders, to his identity, he 
sees no reflection. He sees a ghost. What he needs to see is his ancestors, his elders standing behind him making him 
what he is.”  

aedan.helmer@sunmedia.ca  

 
  

Video game aims to educate Native kids 
By AEDAN HELMER, SUN MEDIA 

Last Updated: 19th November 2009, 6:44am 
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School gives frazzled parents no-homework guarantee 
Couple to help children as needed, but no more nightly hours of work 
 

BY SARAH MCGINNIS, CANWEST NEWS SERVICE NOVEMBER 19, 2009  
 

 

As Tom Milley and his wife Shelli shuttled their children to and from speedskating practice and music 
lessons, then raced to put dinner on the table, they dreaded the hours of homework still before them. 

Spencer, 11, and sister Brittany, 10, could spend up to three hours a night completing math problems 
and word lists with the help of their parents. 

No longer. The Milleys have struck a blow for freedom, by getting their children's teachers to promise to 
lay off on the homework indefinitely. Last week, the Milleys signed a unique contract with teachers and 
the principal at St. Bridget School to eliminate homework completely for Spencer and Brittany. 

"The general (homework) policy of the school was 10 minutes per grade per night and I think each 
teacher took that quite literally to mean each teacher should assign 10 minutes per grade per night," a 
frustrated Tom Milley said. 

"The later it gets, the more stressed out they become." 

Their no-homework contract is the result of two years of lobbying the school and district. And it doesn't 
mean the children are completely off the hook. Shelli still quizzes Spencer at night to prepare for an 
upcoming science exam while Tom works with Brittany to improve her spelling. The difference is the 
family can now choose when and how it studies at home. 

"Instead of blithely completing homework sheets we thought were of dubious value, this allows us more 
time to concentrate on their weaknesses," said Milley. 

The district homework regulation talks in general terms about homework being an integral part of the 
student experience. But a committee has been struck to examine research and best practices when it 
comes to homework, a spokeswoman said. 

© Copyright (c) The Ottawa Citizen 
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'We now have the supply and the capacity' 
Ottawans outside of high-risk group quick to visit clinics 
 

BY DAVE ROGERS AND PAULINE TAM, THE OTTAWA CITIZEN; WITH FILES FROM CANWEST NEWS 
SERVICE NOVEMBER 19, 2009  

 

 

Ottawa's public health department has abruptly opened its H1N1 vaccination clinics to the general 
public. 

"After more than three weeks of concentrating on priority populations, we now have the supply and the 
capacity to begin offering vaccine to the general public," said Dr. Isra Levy, Ottawa's medical officer of 
health. "The H1N1 vaccine is the best way to protect yourself against the flu this year and I encourage 
all residents to get vaccinated." 

Dr. Vera Etches, the associate medical officer of health, said enough people in priority groups have 
been vaccinated and there is enough vaccine available to expand the vaccination program to include 
everyone except infants under six months old who are too young for the flu shot. 

Etches said there were fewer people in the vaccination lineups than at the start of the campaign. 

But as the city opened the clinic doors to all, people who weren't in a high-risk group were quick to 
respond. Most clinics ran out of wristbands, which are used as tickets to get a shot, by late afternoon. 

The Vanier and Tom Brown Arena clinics were slower to fill, but they were packed as evening arrived. 

"We have worked through the population that is at greatest risk quite well," Etches said Wednesday. 
"Based on the demand and what we are seeing, we feel we can go to the next stage and open up the 
vaccination program to the whole population. 

"We feel that there is a balance now where we have the capacity and a supply of vaccine and the 
demand from priority groups is not as high as it was so we are able to move on to the whole 
population." 

Etches said the Civic and General campuses of The Ottawa Hospital, the Queensway-Carleton 
Hospital and Montfort Hospital have been asked to help with vaccinations. She said some schools may 
be also be used as vaccination sites and more doctors will offer vaccine to their patients. 

A list of Ottawa clinic locations, schedules and wait times is available at www.ottawa.ca/health/ and can 
also be obtained by calling 3-1-1. 

A new clinic will open today at Barrhaven Crossing Mall at 3500 Fallowfield Rd. The hours of operation 
will be 2:30 to 8:30 p.m. on weekdays and 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on weekends. All "roving" clinics scheduled 
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at the Walter Baker Sports Centre have been cancelled. 

All clinics have supplies of adjuvanted and unadjuvanted vaccine (i.e. vaccine with and without a 
chemical booster added.). The limited supply of unadjuvanted vaccine means that it will be offered 
mainly to pregnant women and then to healthy people between 10 and 64 years of age. 

Health officials recommend people with chronic medical conditions and young children receive 
adjuvanted vaccine to obtain the best immunity. 

Health-care workers, pregnant women, people with physical disabilities and children arriving for a 
second dose of vaccine are asked to identify themselves to city staff when they arrive at vaccination 
clinics. 

Ottawa Public Health has distributed almost 200,000 doses of vaccine at mass vaccination clinics 
roughly 20 per cent of the city's population. 

Vaccination lineups at the Orléans Client Services Centre started as early as 5:30 a.m. on Wednesday. 
By 9 a.m., when the first numbered wristbands were handed out, about 200 people had formed an 
orderly line inside the adjoining Shenkman Arts Centre. 

All H1N1 flu vaccine clinics in Ontario will open their doors to the general public beginning today. 

"I am very pleased that we are now able to offer the vaccine to anyone of any age, and of any health 
status, who wants it," said Dr. Arlene King, the province's chief medical officer of health at a news 
conference Wednesday in Toronto. 

King said rates of H1N1 cases still remained high in many areas of the province. 

Typically during a regular flu season, family doctors and hospitals see flu symptoms in 50 out of every 
1,000 patients. But during this H1N1 flu season, that number has more than doubled to 115 patients 
out of 1,000 patients, she said. 

Since April, Ontario has recorded 76 swine flu-related deaths. There have been five flu deaths in 
Ottawa. 

There have been 213 hospitalizations with 82 reported being admitted into intensive care units. 

The Gatineau Situation 

Outaouais health officials are planning H1N1 vaccination clinics in rural schools this week and in 
Gatineau next week if there is enough vaccine. 
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Dr. Guy Morissette, the director of the Agence de la santé et des services sociaux de l'Outaouais, said 
the agency will offer the vaccine to children and youths under 20 in the towns of Campbell's Bay, Val-
des-Monts, St-André Avellin, Low, Gracefield and Maniwaki. 

Morissette said the supply of vaccine could run out by Tuesday unless the agency receives more 
doses. 

- - - 

Online 

Download a vaccine form before your visit 

Read factsheets, Q&As and the latest information. 

Follow us on Twitter for the latest on the pandemic:@ottawacitizen 

ottawacitizen.com/flu 

© Copyright (c) The Ottawa Citizen 
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Home-care cuts prompt public outcry 
Physicians, nurses sign petition criticizing move 
 

BY PAULINE TAM, THE OTTAWA CITIZEN NOVEMBER 19, 2009  
 

 

In an unusual and highly public gesture, at least 15 physicians and nurses at The Ottawa Hospital have 
signed a petition criticizing cuts to Eastern Ontario's home-care program and urging the province to 
intervene. 

"The situation is putting vulnerable patients at risk and health-care practitioners in a challenging 
situation," wrote Dr. Michèle Tremblay, a geriatric psychiatrist at the Royal Ottawa Mental Health 
Centre. 

"The lack of available home care is seriously impacting the length of stay of my patients" and denying 
sicker patients access to a hospital bed," wrote Dr. Anthony Weinberg, the hospital's chief of internal 
medicine. 

In recent weeks, the doctors and nurses say, sudden cuts to home-care services have left a growing 
number of elderly patients languishing in hospital beds next to people suffering from highly infectious 
flu-like illnesses. 

At the same time, they say, dying patients are being denied their wish to spend their final days in their 
own homes, a more humane and cost-effective alternative to expensive hospital care. 

The Eastern Ontario agency in charge of home care is facing a $6.5-million budget shortfall, forcing it 
to cut staff and maintain waiting lists for high-demand services. 

In practice, that means the Champlain Community Care Access Centre (CCAC) has stopped taking 
new clients and scaled back services that range from in-home nursing visits and personal support, to 
physiotherapy and end-of-life care for people with terminal illnesses. 

Kim Peterson, the CCAC's vice-president of client services, said the agency was triaging clients based 
on need, with less-urgent cases being put on a waiting list. 

Peterson would not say how many clients were waiting for services or how long they could expect to 
wait. 

"We're going with the highest priority clients and meeting their needs first," she said. 

Dr. Ruth Ellen, a geriatrician at The Ottawa Hospital, said she tried this week to arrange for one of her 
elderly patients to receive palliative care at home, only to be told the service was not available. 
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"Until recently, the CCAC was able to help palliative-care patients quite quickly, but now these people 
are in the same boat as most of my other patients and they cannot get any access," Ellen said. 

In the hospital's geriatric department, as many as 17 patients a week who could be discharged to their 
homes if they had a little more support, have been left in limbo. Dozens more are stranded in other 
parts of the hospital, with many overflow patients occupying beds in the emergency room, Ellen said. 

The backlog of elderly patients causes gridlock, leading to cancelled surgeries, bed shortages and long 
emergency-room waits. In recent weeks, the overcrowding has resulted in many frail elderly patients 
being parked in beds next to patients suffering from suspected H1N1 flu. 

Mary Peterson learned of the home-care cuts after her mother-in-law died earlier this week. In the 
weeks before her death, Mildred Peterson, who had terminal cancer, had received palliative care in her 
home as well as twice-weekly visits from a personal-support worker. 

"My sister-in-law was the sole caregiver," Mary Peterson said. "There was nobody else in the home 
except for her and her mother, and there would have been no way that she would have been able to 
care for mum 24 hours a day and keep her at home without home care." 

Already, as many as five physiotherapists and one social worker contracted by the CCAC have 
received layoff notices, and union officials are bracing for more job losses. 

The CCAC's Peterson would not comment on how many home-care workers had lost their jobs. 

The Canadian Association of Occupational Therapists has indicated that some of its Eastern Ontario 
members are affected. Occupational therapists perform in-home assessments to determine what 
support services elderly clients need to move back home from hospital. 

"People are being wait-listed, which means they're not being seen," said Claudia von Zweck, the 
association's executive director. "The other situation is that people who are going home aren't being 
properly assessed, and so, when they go home and run into problems, they end up being readmitted to 
hospital." 

According to Hannu Harinen, the CCAC's chief financial officer, the agency has seen a sharp increase 
in the number of home-care clients this year, largely because of a provincewide effort to expand in-
home support programs for seniors. 

In addition, many clients are receiving more services, resulting in services such as nursing, personal 
support and medical equipment running over budget. Harinen told a CCAC board meeting on 
Wednesday that the agency expected to end the fiscal year, which ends March 31, with a $5.4-million 
deficit, which represents about three per cent of its $180-million budget. 
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The situation is a sharp reversal for the CCAC, which earlier this year scrambled to find ways to spend 
$2 million as it approached the end of the fiscal year because it couldn't find enough people to provide 
home care. 

© Copyright (c) The Ottawa Citizen 
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Tough alternatives for schools 
As enrolment declines, parents seeking unique learning environments 
for their children face fewer options, and that's causing arguments, 
Joanne Laucius reports. 

 

BY JOANNE LAUCIUS, THE OTTAWA CITIZEN NOVEMBER 19, 2009  
 

 

When it comes to her children's education, Teresa LeGrand has always exercised her right to choose. 

Ian, 15, and Heather, 13, have never attended the schools closest to their Alta Vista-area home. They 
spent their elementary years in alternative schools, first attending Riverview Alternative and later Lady 
Evelyn because LeGrand preferred its multi-age classrooms. 

As Ian headed into high school, LeGrand visited the three nearest high schools "like a fly on the wall" to 
gauge which was the best fit. Ridgemont was the community school and Hillcrest was just as close, but 
LeGrand and her son both chose Canterbury because it felt the most like an alternative school. 

"Choices are made for different reasons for different children," she said. "Parents want an educational 
environment where their children can be happy and flourish." 

 

 
Richard Deadman and Teresa LeGrand are fighting to prevent the Ottawa-Carleton District School Board from cutting the 
number of alternative programs offered at schools such as Lady Evelyn. 
Photograph by: Wayne Cuddington, The Ottawa Citizen, The Ottawa Citizen 
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But parents like LeGrand fear their choices will be whittled away in the next two months as the Ottawa-
Carleton District School Board contemplates a flurry of possible changes to policies and programs. 

Among them: 

- A review on the future of Ottawa's six alternative elementary schools is expected early in December, 
with a decision to be made in January. The schools, which have been in operation for more than 25 
years, emphasize a model that encourages non-competitiveness, multi-grade classes and rejects 
standardized testing. 

- Reducing the number of gifted program sites from five to four. A school-board review recommends 
closing the program at Merivale, and says Gloucester's program, which currently has only 14 students, 
has "effectively closed itself." 

- Narrowing the criteria for cross-boundary transfers. The current policy, which is relatively lenient 
about transfers, has unfavourably affected less popular schools, reducing the range of programs and 
course choices for the students who remain. It is expected that trustees will debate policy changes 
within the next month. 

Like most other school boards across the province, Ottawa's public board is facing declining enrolment, 
which is also putting pressure on its specialized programs. 

It's a tough place to be -- the OCDSB needs specialized programs to stay competitive with other area 
boards, but with fewer students, it means these programs are increasingly difficult to maintain and 
expand. 

Gloucester High School's gifted program, for example, has been losing students to the academically 
rigorous International Baccalaureate program at nearby Colonel By Secondary School. Which explains 
why the Gloucester program is not thriving, said Marc Comeau, Ottawa chapter president of the 
Association for Bright Children and the father of a gifted student at Gloucester. 

Ottawa parents get a certain amount of choice between boards. Parents who are both Catholic and 
bilingual, for example, can potentially choose from four boards -- English public and Catholic and 
French public and Catholic. 

And since each student comes with funding, boards have been eager to play up their competitive 
advantages. 

The French Catholic board, for example, offers full-day kindergarten for four- and five-olds. There are 
also choices within its system, including three Montessori-type elementary schools and a year-round 
school. 
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While enrolment has been dropping elsewhere, it continues to inch upward at the French Catholic 
board. 

Last month, trustees at the Ottawa-Carleton District School Board asked staff to prepare a plan for a 
data-gathering system that will help identify why students choose to leave its schools. 

The Catholic board has some statistics of its own. A 2006 survey found that about six per cent of its 
students are not Catholic, but that figure is closer to 15 per cent in its high schools, where programs 
are more readily available to non-Catholics. 

The board's Grade 7 to 12 high school model also acts as a retention device. Over 95 per cent of the 
students who attend Grade 7 in a Catholic high school will remain in the system in Grade 9, said 
deputy director of education Julian Hanlon. The Catholic board also frequently has the competitive 
advantage of opening the first high school in a new neighbourhood, as it did recently in Riverside 
South. 

In Toronto, the public school board, which also faces declining enrolment, has 41 alternative schools 
offering a range of different educational philosophies. Four new alternative schools were opened this 
year, including an Africentric school that attracted international attention. 

Like Toronto, Ottawa should be expanding its alternative choices, not cutting them, said LeGrand, who 
added that she often fields calls from parents in the suburbs interested in starting an alternative school.

"The school board used to really tout school choice. They seem to be less and less interested," said 
Richard Deadman, who like LeGrand is a member of the Alternative Schools Advisory Committee. 

"It's not a monopoly. Monopolies like to have one product," said Deadman. 

A survey of alternative school parents has shown that almost half of the 1,200 students in alternative 
schools would migrate to private schools, other boards or home schooling if the alternative option is not 
available, he said. 

"If the board is concerned about saving money, they're driving students away. Parents want choice." 

The Fraser Institute, which produces an annual school report card based on EQAO results, is a 
proponent of choice. 

Peter Cowley, an education policy researcher there, argues that instead of discouraging parents from 
favouring one school over another, boards should find out what a favoured school is doing right, either 
in a major or a niche market. 

Then franchise it. 
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"The reason a lot of people go to Starbucks is because they have developed a system that appeals to 
a lot of people." 

Success might involve factors like charismatic leadership on the part of the principal. And it is not 
limited to advantaged neighbourhoods, said Cowley. "There are examples of schools with average-
income families that do just great. You can be in the bottom quarter of income and be in the top quarter 
of performance." 

Orléans-Cumberland trustee John Shea, who brought forward to motion requesting a review of cross-
boundary transfer policy, said he has been fighting to tighten transfers because of his own experience 
as a high school student. 

Shea graduated from Cairine Wilson Secondary School in 2004. Students who lived in the 
neighbourhood often transferred out to other schools. Students also sought transfers citing courses 
only offered at other schools. 

"There are a lot of stringed instrument enthusiasts. All of them seem to be flocking to Lisgar." 

As a student, he noticed looser transfer policies created problems for students who chose to remain at 
their neighbourhood school. In some cases, courses could only be offered every second year, and for 
some students it created timetabling issues. 

"I think every student has the right to receive a a quality education. That should be available at the 
community high school," said Shea. 

He often hears that if families can't choose, they will leave the board. He doesn't believe that argument.

"For one, the Catholic and two French school boards in Ottawa have a very restrictive cross-boundary 
transfer policy. They essentially don't allow transfers unless it is for a truly exceptional reason. Why 
would a family leave our board if their stated reason is truly that they don't have 'choice' for another 
school system that is even more restrictive?" 
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The city might be forced to ship its organic waste outside the 
municipality because the processing plant contracted to handle the material might not be ready in time for the green 
bin program’s Jan. 4 launch.  

The reason, according to a senior City Hall source, is the city’s planning department delayed issuing the permits 
Orgaworld needed to begin construction on the Hawthorne Rd. facility.  

The Sun has also learned that senior city staff were well aware of the delay two months ago but didn’t share the 
information with city councillors.  

“In early September, senior staff knew that Orgaworld wouldn’t be ready to accept organics in January,” the source 
said.  

Earlier this week, Dixon Weir, the city’s general manager of environmental services, sent a memo to councillors 
confirming that the plant likely wouldn’t be ready.  

Weir said a contingency plan is in place and that if the plant isn’t open Jan. 4, organic material will be collected “as 
planned and transported to facilities outside the municipality for processing until the Orgaworld facility is ready.”  

Orgaworld spokesman Dale Harley said the company will be prepared to accept organic material in January but no 
firm date has been set.  

“We are so close we don’t want to put out a date and miss that date,” said Harley, who would not comment on the 
suggestion city staff were responsible for the delay.  

Harley did say minor delays sometimes occur with large projects.  

“We would rather get this right,” he said.  
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The city’s H1N1 flu shot clinics are now open to the general public.  

Dr. Isra Levy, Ottawa’s medical officer of health, said the city has enough supply and staff to give the swine flu shot to 
whoever wants it.  

Buoyed by a new supply of nearly 60,000 doses from the province, the local public health department is poised for a 
major push to deliver as many shots as possible to healthy adults and children.  

“We want to get everyone in the community who wants to be immunized done as quickly as possible over the next 
week or two,” Levy said Wednesday.  

Over the past three weeks, about 190,000 people in high-risk priority groups got the shot. With 20% of Ottawa 
residents now immunized — mostly people with chronic conditions, children under age five and pregnant women — 
public health planners are expanding the ways local residents can get the shot.  

The city has added a new fixed-site clinic at the Barrhaven Crossing Mall on Fallowfield Rd. Like the other five main 
clinics and a roving one, the clinic will run from 2:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. on weekdays and 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on weekends.  

However, Levy and his team are banking on the imminent opening of hospital-based weekend clinics to handle a new 
surge in demand for the flu shot.  

Administrators from Ottawa hospitals met Wednesday to fine-tune the details for the weekend flu shot clinics.  

Last month, hospital staff staged two weekend clinics for staff, their family members and pregnant women. Levy said 
more than 40,000 people received the swine flu shot in hospitals.  

Depending on the demand over the next few days, Levy said the city would have a good idea if planners could start 
scaling back the flu-shot clinics and rely more on family doctors.  

Seven city-run flu shot clinics reopened Wednesday after a five-day shutdown after the city’s public health department 
ran out of vaccine.  

School-age children and seniors with medical conditions made up most of the lines at the clinics, which opened at 2:30 
p.m. By 4 p.m., most of the sites had run out of wristbands to secure a spot in the queues.  

donna.casey@sunmedia.ca  
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H1N1 Flu Advice 
Find Out if Really Need the Vaccine 
Tips & Advice on Staying Healthy  
SniffleSolutions.com 

Appletree Medical Group 
Travel / Vaccination Clinics Bo
Your Appointment Today  
www.appletreemedicalgroup.com 
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