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Les élèves de la 10e à la 12e année du 
Collège catholique Franco-Ouest ont 
maintenant une nouvelle option pour leurs 
études, soit la Concentration en justice, qui 
leur permettra de découvrir les différentes 
carrières dans ce domaine. Il s’agit d’une 
première dans la province. L’Association des 
juristes d’expression française de l’Ontario 
(AJEFO) et Franco-Ouest ont officiellement 
lancé le projet pilote, mardi matin.  
 
En présence de juges, d’avocats et de 
représentants d’institutions postsecondaires 
de la région, les 60 élèves formant la première 
cohorte de la Concentration en justice ont été 
félicités de leur choix de participer au 
programme.  
 
Ce programme de trois ans, qui débute en 10e année, se poursuit jusqu'à la fin de la 12e année.  
 
«Nous sommes fiers de mettre sur pied ce projet-pilote innovateur, car nous voulons encourager la 
jeunesse à s'intéresser au milieu juridique et de le faire en français. Déjà, les inscriptions au 
programme ont surpassé nos attentes», a indiqué la directrice générale de l'AJEFO, Me Sonia Ouellet.  
 
Des thématiques et concepts juridiques s'intégreront aux cours traditionnellement offerts aux élèves du 
secondaire, notamment aux cours de français, de sciences, d'histoire, de carrières et de citoyenneté.  
 
Pendant leur apprentissage, les élèves participeront à des activités et expériences pratiques offertes en 
collaboration avec des professionnels des secteurs de la justice et de l'éducation.  
 
«Nous visons toujours à mettre sur pied des programmes permettant à l'élève de découvrir sa passion, 
a pour sa part souligné la directrice de l’éducation du Conseil des écoles catholiques du Centre-Est 
(CÉCCE) Lise Bourgeois. Un élève intéressé est un élève motivé qui connaîtra la réussite et deviendra 
un citoyen du monde.»  
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La Fondation du droit de l'Ontario et le ministère de l'Éducation de l'Ontario ont financé le projet, de 
concert avec l’AJEFO. (K.B.)  
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Des élèves de l’École secondaire catholique Garneau seront en vedette dans une émission présentée 
sur les ondes de TFO, Musimission. Ces élèves de la 7e année provenant de six classes ont eu la 
chance d’en apprendre plus sur la chanson, le métier de chanteur, le monde du spectacle et le 
domaine de la musique en général lors du passage de l’équipe de tournage dans leur école, en mai 
dernier.  
 
«L’équipe tournait une capsule par classe sur divers sujets. Ces capsules servent à mettre les jeunes à 
travers l’émission. Les jeunes devaient relever des défis musicaux. Dans l’émission de la semaine 
dernière, les élèves devaient tenter de jouer de la cornemuse. Ça donne des moments très cocasses», 
indique l’enseignante en art visuel et en musique de Garneau, Marie-Eve Séguin.  
 
Celle-ci maintient que les élèves ont grandement apprécié l’expérience et ont été très impressionnés 
de voir l’équipe de tournage en action et le processus de production de l’émission.  
 
«C’était vraiment amusant de voir comment fonctionne le processus de création et mieux comprendre 
les métiers dans la musique, indique une élève qui a participé à l’enregistrement l’an dernier, Carolyne 
Dupont. Nous, on avait le métier de chanteur et on devait chanter la note la plus basse à la note la plus 
aigüe. C’était une compétition entre les gars et les filles», indique celle qui considère faire carrière dans 
la musique.  
 
Les élèves de Garneau pourront être vus dans le cadre des émissions du 16, 23 et 30 octobre 
prochains. Musimission est présenté à TFO le vendredi, à 17h30, et en rappel le dimanche, à 11h30. 
(K.B.)  
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Calm father delivers baby in hospital parking lot 
 

BY JENNIFER CAMPBELL, THE OTTAWA CITIZEN SEPTEMBER 30, 2009  
 

 

OTTAWA — If Benoit Potvin’s birth certificate told the truth, it would say he was born in the front seat of 
a leased Chevrolet Equinox, in the parking lot near the ambulance bay at the Montfort Hospital. The 
attending physician? His dad. 

Little Benoit’s adventure started at midnight last Friday when his mom, Karina Potvin, had her first 
contraction. As planned, she and her husband, André, called her sister-in-law to come and look after 
their two other children while they were at the hospital. 

“My water broke at 12:40 but we live close to the Montfort Hospital so we figured we had time,” said 
Karina. They set out for the hospital at 1:10 a.m. Saturday. “But of course, we hit all the red lights. I had 
another contraction in the car and my husband asked me if I wanted him to burn the red lights. At that 
point, I felt like I had to push so I told him ‘Pull over, you’ll have to deliver it.’” 

André knew his wife was serious but at that point his goal was to make it to the hospital parking lot, 
where help would at least be close by. He always slowed down enough to see it was safe and then 

 

 
Karina Potvin holds newborn Benoit, who was delivered by husband Andre on Saturday in the parking lot of Monfort Hospital. 
With them are Yanick, two, and sister Marika Yanick, five. 
Photograph by: Bruno Schlumberger, The Ottawa Citizen 
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drove through a number of red lights till they were in the parking lot next to where emergency used to 
be. Turns out emergency had been moved to the right side of the lot but there was no time to move the 
car. As he arrived at the hospital, André was talking to 911 on the cell.  

Once he parked, he ran around the car to his wife’s side to see the baby crowning. He threw the phone 
on the floor, and prepared deliver his son. That’s when he noticed the umbilical cord was wrapped 
around the baby’s neck. He untangled it, then pulled Benoit out, and placed him on his mother’s chest. 
Although she doesn’t remember it, Karina advised her husband: “Don’t drop him!” 

“He was pretty purple when he came out,” André says, “and he hadn’t had his first cry. From my CPR 
training, I remembered that you either pinch the bottom of the ear, or rub the sternum when you’re not 
sure if someone’s unconscious. I rubbed his sternum and he started to cry.” 

At that point, an ambulance arrived and he handed over medical care to the paramedics. The umbilical 
cord was cut in the hallway somewhere between the loading dock and their second-floor room. 

As soon as she saw the baby, Karina called him “Benoit,” which was one of three names (the others 
were Luca and Alec) they were considering. That was fine with dad who, since the birth, at 1:18 a.m. 
Saturday, has been his wife’s hero. 

“All that time, my husband was just so calm. He’d seen the other two deliveries but he was standing by 
watching for those, he wasn’t hands-on,” she said. “After this, he will probably have a special bond with 
Benoit.” 

As for the hero? He laughed about how his boss told him he can now honestly add a line to his resumé: 
Copes well in stressful situations. His job, as a community liaison with the French Catholic School 
Board, and hers, as a teacher in the French Public Board, are considerably less stressful than the 
weekend that just passed. 

Some day, André said, they’ll tell Benoit’s siblings what a miracle baby he is. For now, Marika, 5, and 
Yanick, 2, are in the dark about the adventure, but delighted to have a new baby brother.  

© Copyright (c) The Ottawa Citizen 
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Karina Potvin holds newborn Benoit, who was delivered by husband Andre on Saturday in the parking lot of Monfort Hospital. 
With them are Yanick, two, and sister Marika Yanick, five. 
Photograph by: Bruno Schlumberger, The Ottawa Citizen 
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'Hero' dad delivers son in parking lot 
Cool-headed father unwraps cord from infant's neck 
 

BY JENNIFER CAMPBELL, THE OTTAWA CITIZEN OCTOBER 1, 2009  
 

 

If Benoit Potvin's birth certificate told the whole truth, it would say he was born in the front seat of a 
leased Chevrolet Equinox, in the parking lot near the ambulance bay at the Montfort Hospital. The 
attending physician? His dad. 

Little Benoit's adventure started at midnight last Friday when his mother, Karina Potvin, had her first 
contraction. As planned, she and her husband, André, called her sister-in-law to come and look after 
their two other children while they were at the hospital. 

"My water broke at 12:40, but we live close to the Montfort Hospital so we figured we had time," said 
Karina. 

They set out for the hospital at 1:10 a.m. Saturday. "But of course, we hit all the red lights. I had 
another contraction in the car and my husband asked me if I wanted him to burn the red lights. At that 
point, I felt like I had to push so I told him 'Pull over, you'll have to deliver it'." 

André knew his wife was serious, but his goal was to make it to the hospital parking lot, where help 
would at least be close by. He then drove through a number of red lights, (always slowing down 
enough to see it was safe) until they reached the parking lot next to where emergency used to be. 
Turns out emergency had been moved to the other side of the lot, but there was no time to move the 
car. 

As he arrived at the hospital, André was talking to 911 on the cell. Once the car was parked, he ran 
around to his wife's side to see that the top of the baby's head had already appeared. He threw the 
cellphone on the floor, and prepared to deliver his son. That's when he noticed the umbilical cord was 
wrapped around the baby's neck. He untangled it, then pulled Benoit out, and placed him on his 
mother's chest. Although she doesn't remember it, Karina advised her husband: "Don't drop him!" 

"He was pretty purple when he came out," André says, "and he hadn't had his first cry. From my CPR 
training, I remembered that you either pinch the bottom of the ear, or rub the sternum when you're not 
sure if someone's unconscious. I rubbed his sternum and he started to cry." 

At that point, an ambulance arrived and he handed over medical care to the paramedics. The umbilical 
cord was cut in the hallway somewhere between the loading dock and their second-floor room. 

As soon as she saw the baby, who weighed in at a healthy 7 pounds, 14 ounces, Karina called him 
"Benoit," which was one of three names (the others were Luca and Alec) they were considering. That 
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was fine with dad who, since the birth, at 1:18 a.m. on Saturday, has been his wife's hero. 

"All that time, my husband was just so calm. He'd seen the other two deliveries but he was standing by 
watching for those, he wasn't hands-on," she said. "After this, he will probably have a special bond with 
Benoit." 

As for being called a hero? He laughed about how his boss told him he can now honestly add a line to 
his resumé: "Copes well in stressful situations." His job, as a community liaison with the French 
Catholic school board, and hers, as a teacher in the French public board, are considerably less 
stressful than the weekend that just passed. 

Some day, André said, they'll tell Benoit's siblings what a miracle baby he is. For now, Marika, 5, and 
Yanick, 2, are in the dark about the adventure, but delighted to have a new baby brother. 

© Copyright (c) The Ottawa Citizen 
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Un nouvel animateur pour Radart  
Michel Bénac du groupe Swing se joint à l’émission  
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L’émission jeunesse produite par Balestra Productions, Radart, se dote d’un nouvel animateur, Michel 
Bénac du groupe Swing, pour sa deuxième saison dont le tournage débutera sous peu et s’arrêtera 
aux écoles De La Salle et Gisèle-Lalonde, la semaine prochaine. «Ça fait un bout de temps que je me 
demande comment je peux contribuer à mettre en lumière tout le talent des jeunes d’ici, indique Michel 
Bénac, qui parraine déjà plusieurs causes pour la jeunesse. Radart est la plate-forme idéale pour 
révéler tous ces jeunes talents.»  
 
Celui-ci avait manifesté un intérêt d’animer une émission pour faire découvrir les talents des jeunes 
alors que la première saison de Radart était déjà diffusée.  
 
«Nous avons donc tenté le coup pour la deuxième saison. Michel a un intérêt, il est très engagé auprès 
des jeunes, souligne Olivier Pinsonneault, chef, recherche et développement chez Balestra. Tous ceux 
qui ont vu Swing en spectacle connaissent son dynamisme légendaire. Il est très actif et animé. Nous 
souhaitons qu’il soit la locomotive de l’émission», ajoute-t-il.  
 
La proximité de l’artiste avec les jeunes est aussi un élément important pour Balestra.  
 
«Il donne beaucoup de spectacles dans les écoles partout au Canada français. Il se déplace 
énormément en Ontario français. Il se fait un point d’honneur d’aller rencontrer des jeunes dans des 
endroits où il n’y a pas une forte concentration de francophones pour leur faire comprendre que c’est 
possible de chanter et de vivre en français en Ontario», affirme Olivier Pinsonneault.  
 
Toujours selon Balestra, Michel Bénac a noué un lien affectif solide avec les jeunes Franco-Ontariens.  
 
L’équipe de tournage de Radart amorcera un sprint de deux mois à travers la province, se rendant 
notamment à Ottawa, Toronto, Sarnia, Sudbury, Hearst et North Bay, où seront tournées les 13 
émissions de la série.  
 
Radart présente des artistes de 12 à 18 ans qui ont un talent artistique quelconque, que ce soit la 
danse, le chant, le slam ou la magie. Chaque émission fait place à trois artistes qui doivent relever un 
défi lancé par l’animateur. L’idée est de transmettre l’art à la communauté. Un site Web «exceptionnel», 
selon Balestra, devrait être lancé dès 2010. La deuxième saison sera en ondes en septembre 2010.  
 
Radart s’arrêtera également à l’École secondaire Le Sommet, à Hawkesbury, et à l’École l’Héritage de 
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Cornwall.  
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Musée de la guerre et du Musée des civilisations  
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Des artistes, musiciens et d’autres travailleurs dans le domaine culturel se sont joints aux lignes de 
piquetage devant le Musée des civilisations pour témoigner leur solidarité aux employés des musées 
de la guerre et des civilisations qui sont en grève depuis lundi dernier. Les 420 employés, qui sont 
représentés par l'Alliance de la Fonction publique du Canada, demandent les mêmes protections que 
celles dont bénéficient les travailleurs des autres musées dans la région d'Ottawa-Gatineau. Leur 
employeur, la Société du Musée canadien des civilisations (SMCC), refuse entre autres de leur 
accorder des protections contre la sous-traitance.  
 
«En tant que directeur artistique du Festival folk d'Ottawa, je sais à quel point les travailleurs culturels 
aiment profondément leur travail. Et ce qu'ils font est très important pour la collectivité, affirme Chris 
White. J'appuie entièrement la lutte des employés du Musée des civilisations et du Musée de la guerre 
pour obtenir des conditions de travail plus équitables.» (K.B.)  
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Police seek ex-bishop facing porn charges 
Prominent Nova Scotia Catholic stopped at Ottawa airport over 
images found on laptop 

 

BY NECO COCKBURN AND ANDREW SEYMOUR, WITH FILES FROM ZEV SINGER, THE OTTAWA 
CITIZEN OCTOBER 1, 2009  

 

 

Until last week, Raymond Lahey was the Bishop of Antigonish, Nova Scotia. Now, he is wanted on a 
Canada-wide warrant for his arrest on child pornography charges. 

Lahey, who only three months ago oversaw a historic apology and financial settlement for sexual 
abuses committed by priests in his diocese, was picked up at the Ottawa airport on Sept. 15 when 
border security agents found images on his laptop computer. Lahey was returning from a trip to Britain 
at the time. 

The Ottawa Police Internet Child Exploitation unit laid charges of possession and importation of child 
pornography and the warrant was issued last Friday. 

The next day, the 69-year-old bishop suddenly resigned his post, explaining only that he needed time 
for "personal renewal." 

Nova Scotia RCMP have been asked by the Ottawa police for assistance. 

Sgt. Bridgit Leger, an RCMP spokeswoman, said the Mounties have been looking for Lahey but haven't 
found him yet. 

The bishop's troubles began at the airport when Canada Border Services Agency officers checked his 
laptop and saw images that were of concern. They seized the laptop and other media and released 
Lahey without charges, pending further investigation. 

Police would not describe the number or contents of the images. The Ottawa police and CBSA 
investigation continues. 

In a letter to the "priests, deacons, religious and laity of the diocese of Antigonish," dated Sept. 26, 
Lahey stated that he resigned as bishop "for personal reasons." 

"I recognize that my resignation takes place at a time when the Diocese is facing a variety of 
demanding challenges. While I will no longer be with you on this journey, I am confident that your faith 
and compassion will continue to sustain you as they have always done," he wrote in the letter, posted 
on the diocese website. 

"To so many of you I would want to say a personal word of farewell and thanks. However, I have 
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already left the Diocese to take some much-needed time for personal renewal. I simply ask for your 
prayers, as I assure you of my continued prayers for all of you." 

Anthony Mancini, archbishop of Halifax, wrote in a letter dated Sept. 26 and posted on the archdiocese 
website: "Bishop Lahey has resigned for personal reasons. We are grateful to him for his dedicated 
and generous service to the Diocese. Let us all hold him up in prayer." 

Lahey made national headlines in August when he announced a multimillion-dollar settlement with 
victims of sexual abuse by former priests of the diocese. The proposed settlement -- totalling more than 
$13 million -- brought to end a class-action lawsuit filed by Ron Martin. 

"I want to formally apologize to every victim and to their families for the sexual abuse that was inflicted 
upon those who were entitled instead to the trust and protection of priests of the Church," Lahey said at 
the time. "Sexual abuse, indeed any abuse, is wrong. It is a crime, and it is a serious sin in the eyes of 
God." 

Lahey was born in St. John's, N.L, and studied for priesthood at Saint Paul University seminary in 
Ottawa. He was ordained as a priest on June 13, 1963. 

Lahey studied canon law at the Pontifical Gregorian University in Rome and took on post-doctoral 
studies in church history at the University of Cambridge in England. 

He was an assistant professor of religious studies at Memorial University in St. John's and worked at 
various pastoral positions before being named bishop of St. George's in July 1986. Lahey was 
appointed bishop of Antigonish in 2003. 

In a press release issued on Sept. 27, Rev. Paul Abbass, who is acting as the spokesman on 
Antigonish diocesan matters, wrote that "we are very mindful of the service and generosity of Bishop 
Lahey to this diocese and offer him our sincere gratitude and assurance of our prayers. 

"This transition in spiritual leadership comes at a time of significant pastoral challenges. Our Diocese is 
proactively addressing pastoral planning, the amalgamation of parishes and a renewal of our approach 
to evangelization and ministry. These are important initiatives that speak directly to our spiritual health 
as a Diocese," he wrote. 

Abbass assured people that "nothing in the recent, court approved Class Action Settlement Agreement 
will change as a consequence of this transition in leadership." 

"Our Settlement Agreement is more than a legally binding document. It is a call to justice and 
reconciliation. It involves painful spiritual healing, profound understanding from all, and difficult financial 
sacrifices. While the resignation of our former Bishop will be a loss to our Diocese in many ways, his 
departure does not diminish the legal and spiritual commitments we have made," Abbass wrote. 
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Pregnant workers whose jobs fall under federal labour law will be able to 
take a paid preventive leave if they believe the H1N1 flu virus poses a risk to themselves or their unborn child, federal Labour 
Minister Rona Ambrose says.  

"If a woman at any time feels that her health and safety or the health and safety of her fetus is at risk due to any health issue 
including H1N1 virus, she has the rights under the law to refuse to go to work and continue to be paid," Ambrose told the House of 
Commons.  

Ambrose's office later said a pregnant worker who falls under federal labour law and refuses to work because they feel their health 
is at risk, can turn to section 132 of the Canada Labour Code.  

EXPERT ADVICE  

"In such cases, the labour program will investigate and render decisions on the presence or absence of danger based on the 
expert scientific advice available."  

Workers employed by the federal government and by companies in federally regulated industries such as banking, 
telecommunications and transportation come under federal labour law. Other workers come under provincial labour law.  

Ambrose's comment was in response to accusations from the Bloc Quebecois that federal labour law wasn't protecting workers 
from the threat of H1N1 as well as Quebec's provincial labour law does. The Bloc demanded to know why requests for preventive 
leave from some pregnant Quebec women who come under federal labour law had been refused while requests from other 
Quebec women who fall under provincial labour law were being granted.  

Speaking to reporters, Bloc Leader Gilles Duceppe said it is clear there are two classes of pregnant women when it comes to 
health risks such as H1N1 -- those who fall under federal law and those who fall under Quebec law.  

60% SALARY  

In addition, those who take preventive leave under Quebec law get 90% of their salaries, while those under federal law only get 
60%, he said.  

Meanwhile, the Public Health Agency of Canada moved to allay fears that those who had the seasonal flu shot last year could be 
at greater risk of contracting the H1N1 virus, saying experts are reviewing a study that suggests a link.  

Agency head Dr. David Butler-Jones said he was going to get the flu shot and he encouraged everyone to get it.  

Butler-Jones also confirmed the government has agreed to indemnify vaccine makers from any lawsuits concerning the H1N1 flu 
vaccine, but won't shield health-care workers from malpractice suits if they make a mistake while administering the vaccine.  

ELIZABETH.THOMPSON@SUNMEDIA.CA  
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Balance is key for parents and gardeners 
 

THE OTTAWA CITIZEN OCTOBER 1, 2009  
 

 

Re: Where good parents go wrong, Sept. 26. 

What exactly is a "good" parent? I can tell who is a good gardener by looking at people's gardens. 
Judging by my interactions with a wide range of children, I think there are a lot of "good" parents and a 
lot of "bad" parents in our society. The things that make a gardener good are essentially the same 
things that make a parent good. 

A good gardener knows a fair bit about how to keep soil healthy, what conditions nurture a variety of 
plants, when to leave things alone and when to cultivate. Typically, a good gardener develops skills 
that enable him to put this knowledge to effective use. Furthermore, a good gardener knows why he is 
doing these things. 

I am not sure how the practice of giving undeserved praise has come to be called "nurturing" since it is 
not nurturing at all. Over-fertilizing a plant will make it swell in growth until it cannot sustain its own 
health -- a basic principle in many herbicides. Similarly, the constant attention heaped on youngsters 
can be just as bad as constant neglect. Both extremes do not allow the natural process of growth and 
development to be internally coherent; that is, to have its own growth and development be the purpose 
of its own growth and development. Adult love is necessary to a child's growth and development but 
should never become the reason for it. Too much attention or not enough attention make children 
artificially addicted to attention as the purpose for their behaviour, rather than curiosity and mastery 
which naturally drive children to do things. 

Authors Po Bronson and Ashley Merryman are quite right when they state that people often do not 
employ rational and scientifically based principles when relating to their children. However, people 
rarely apply rational and scientifically based principles to anything they do. Although the authors seem 
to scapegoat "moralistic" ideas as causing this irrationality, I would suggest that a better term would be 
ideas based on traditional practices rather than reason or science. 

Some traditional ideas have a lot of value and some do not. However, if we recognize that the purpose 
of tradition is to maintain stability of culture, then we can see that useful traditional ideas are valuable 
and ineffective traditional ideas should be replaced. This is a reasonable and scientific approach. In 
order for parents to become more reasonable and scientific in how they raise their children, they will 
have to avoid the blanket of traditionalism and take personal responsibility for what they do and 
believe. 

I would suggest beginning with a few unavoidable questions: Why are you raising children in the first 
place? What do you see as the purpose of their lives? What knowledge and skills would you like them 
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to develop to assist them towards this purpose? 

I am not sure how anyone could become a "good" parent until they have clarified these few essential 
questions. 

John Rager, 

Ottawa 
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A former Catholic bishop, who just quit his post at a Nova Scotia diocese 
last weekend, is a fugitive after police found child pornography on a laptop seized at the Ottawa airport. 

Police have an arrest warrant for Raymond J. Lahey of Antigonish, N.S. He arrived in Ottawa from Europe on Sept. 15 when 
border guards asked to examine his laptop. Police said Lahey was released while police completed a forensic examination of the 
computer. That’s when detectives with the Ottawa police Internet child exploitation squad found child porn on the machine and 
other media. 

Lahey, 69, was charged Friday with possession of child porn and importation of child porn. No customs-related charges have been 
laid in the investigation. 

Chris Kealey, spokesman for the Canada Border Services Agency, said guards will check computers or luggage if something 
about the passenger seems suspicious. 

“It could also be based on a number of indicators that are present either for the officer in the travel documentation or the 
behaviour,” Kealey said, but he couldn’t speak specifically about the investigation into Lahey. 

Lahey, who received his doctorate from the University of Ottawa in 1966, just announced his resignation Saturday, shocking 
parishioners of the Antigonish diocese. 

In a message to the church community, Halifax Archbishop Anthony Mancini said he was appointed apostolic administrator 
Saturday after Pope Benedict XVI accepted Lahey’s resignation. Lahey resigned for “personal reasons,” Mancini said the 
message. 

In his own message to parishioners, Lahey said he already took time for “personal renewal” after submitting his resignation. 

“I want to let you know that after much thought and careful consideration, I decided to submit to the Holy Father my resignation as 
Bishop for personal reasons,” Lahey said in his message. 

Last month, Lahey approved a $13-million settlement of a class-action lawsuit that accused the Antigonish diocese of sexual 
abuse dating back to 1950. The Supreme Court of Nova Scotia certified the settlement earlier this month. 

Lahey, who’s originally from St. John’s, Nfld., studied at St. Paul’s University seminary in Ottawa before receiving degrees from U 
of O. He was ordained in June 1963. 

Since then, Lahey has held several positions in eastern Canada, including faculty positions at Memorial University in 
Newfoundland and other senior ministerial roles. He was named bishop of the Antigonish diocese in April 2003. 

jon.willing@sunmedia.ca 
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