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Nouvelles règles de gouvernance des
universités: la FEUQ inquiète
La Presse Canadienne
Montréal
La Fédération étudiante
universitaire du Québec s'inquiète
des possibles règles à venir sur la
gouvernance des universités
québécoises qui pourraient se
traduire par une perte d'autonomie
des gestionnaires des
établissements universitaires.
A l'aube d'une nouvelle session
universitaire, la FEUQ dénonce
cette diminution d'autonomie. En
effet, les nouveaux conseils
d'administration pourraient être
composés de 60 pour cent de
membres provenant de l'extérieur.
L'organisme de défense des
étudiants craint que les membres
provenant de l'extérieur ne profitent
de leur position pour imposer leur
point de vue, afin de répondre d'abord et avant tout à leurs propres problèmes de formation universitaire.
Photo: Robert Skinner, archives La Presse

Sans être fermé à l'idée d'une ouverture sur l'extérieur, la FEUQ propose plutôt de s'assurer que les conseils
soient composés à 51 pour cent de gens provenant du milieu universitaire.
Parmi les autres points qui préoccupent la fédération, notons la fin du programme des Bourses du millénaire, un
enjeu de 80 millions $ pour les étudiants du Québec, les droits de scolarité et l'aide financière aux étudiants, des
sujets qui reviennent bon an mal an dans l'actualité universitaire.
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Back to school: Environmental lessons at South
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BY JOANNE LAUCIUS, THE OTTAWA CITIZEN
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Dorothy Baker is the principal at South March Public School and is seen in the new library with heavy timber construction.
Photograph by: Jean Levac, The Ottawa Citizen

OTTAWA — Being the inaugural principal at a new school is a little like getting the keys to a new car.
But in the case of South March Public School principal Dorothy Baker, the keys would be to a shiny
new hybrid.
South March, a 44,500-square-foot junior kindergarten to Grade 6 school in Kanata’s Briarbrook
neigbourhood, is the Ottawa-Carleton District School Board’s latest environmentally-friendly school.
South March is part of a major movement in education to build and retrofit buildings from elementary
schools to university campuses with the environment in mind.
When students go home after their first day of school today, their lunch litter will go home with them.
And students will play a role in creating and implementing other environmental programs, says Baker.
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But South March was designed to be environmental not just in its aims, but also in its design. Heat
pumps supplement the hot water heating units and heat is reclaimed for energy efficiency. Passive
solar heating plays an important role in warming the two stairwells and natural light floods the
classrooms.
The building’s architect used sustainable and recycled materials where possible.
The library, with its cedar ceiling and wooden beams, uses heavy timber construction. Most new
schools are built in urban areas where trees have to be cut down to build says architect Nina De
Giovanni of Ottawa’s ema Architects inc.
“We brought nature back into the building,” she says. “The library was designed to respect the forest.”
Baker points to the use of wood in other places around the school as another example of an
environmental design flourish.
“As simple as it sounds, there’s particle board around the stage and the display cases. I like it very
much.”
The school is the third in a series of schools built to exceed environmental construction standards. The
prototype was Roch Carrier Elementary School, followed by Steve Maclean Public School. The board
has won a provincial award for its energy management program.
The proof is in the analysis.
An audit found Roch Carrier is 46 per cent more efficient than a similar school operating under Ottawa
conditions, while Steve Maclean is 48 per cent more efficient.
The perimeters of the ground floor at South March use hot-water radiant heating and the second floor
has radiant heating panels in the ceiling, she points out.
Meanwhile, materials such as concrete and stone store heat in the day and release it at night. “It’s a
breathing building,” De Giovanni says. “Concrete is great to deal with.”
Peter Wright, the board’s manager of facilities, says the Ministry of Education has strict cost
benchmarks for construction, and new schools built for energy-efficiency have to be built inexpensively.
In Ottawa, meeting those benchmarks are an even greater challenge because of seismic
considerations and with snow load in mind.
“Because you’re using public money, you have to get the biggest bang for the buck,” says De Giovanni.
“One of the big things about being sustainable is how much you put in versus how much you take out.”
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For example, it takes longer to cure concrete under winter construction conditions. That costs more in
heating. “That would defeat the purpose,” says De Giovanni.
© Copyright (c) The Ottawa Citizen
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Alberta. Parents' rights law delayed to 2010
CANWEST NEWS SERVICE

SEPTEMBER 1, 2009

A controversial section of a new Alberta law that gives parents the right to pull their children from
classroom discussions touching on sex or religion has been put on hold until the start of the 2010
school year. Alberta Culture Minister Lindsay Blackett said he had planned to press ahead with
implementing the so-called "parents' rights" section of Bill 44 after being told school boards would be
ready late this year, but he decided to hold off after discovering boards had yet to formalize their plans.
© Copyright (c) The Ottawa Citizen
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Vaccinate high-risk groups first, medical journal
urges officials
Health agency defends plan to use modified H1N1 vaccine across
country
BY MIKE DE SOUZA, CANWEST NEWS SERVICE

SEPTEMBER 1, 2009

The Harper government has little time left to revisit its swine flu plan and fix the flaws that could leave
high-risk groups unprotected from the H1N1 virus pandemic, says a new editorial published on Monday
in the Canadian Medical Association Journal.
The existing federal strategy calls for testing and distribution of a modified vaccine for the entire
population, but the editorial warned that a different approach must be adopted to "fast-track"
vaccinations for the most vulnerable Canadians.
"Given current evidence, it seems (the government's approach represents) a poorer choice than
providing coverage to high-risk groups as early as possible," said the article, written by Dr. Paul Hébert,
the CMAJ editor-in-chief, and Dr. Noni MacDonald, the public health section editor.
Pregnant women, people with underlying medical conditions and other groups at risk could be forced to
wait until mid-November before getting the vaccine, several weeks behind their counterparts from other
countries, said the editorial. But it noted that other major countries, including the United States,
Australia and members of the European Union, have adopted plans to license the vaccine more quickly
for groups at risk of having serious complications from the H1N1 virus.
"Health Canada seems to have forgotten that while being first with a plan is good, being fast to
vaccinate will save lives," said the editorial.
Health Canada's plan calls for everyone to be vaccinated through the development of a formula that
mixes the standard vaccine with a substance called an adjuvant, which boosts the immune system of
the person who receives it. The modified vaccine would only require one-quarter of the dose of the
antigen, which in turn would increase the stockpile.
A spokesperson for Health Minister Leona Aglukkaq referred questions to the Public Health Agency of
Canada, which e-mailed a statement to Canwest News Service dismissing the criticism.
"Canada has a highly flexible regulatory plan on pandemic vaccine approval that can be swiftly
adjusted to meet public health needs," said the e-mail. "Thanks to the advance regulatory planning that
has been central to our plan, Health Canada will be in a position to speedily approve an adjuvanted or
a non-adjuvanted pandemic vaccine as soon as one becomes available and a public health decision
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has been made to use one, the other, or both."
The agency also said in the e-mail that it would not take longer to approve an adjuvanted vaccine.
--H1N1: Are We Ready?
Stay informed, listen to interviews, find resourceful links and have your say
ottawacitizen.com/flu
© Copyright (c) The Ottawa Citizen
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SEPTEMBER 1, 2009

Some people in the health-care system feel strong pressure to receive flu vaccines each year, despite indications of risk and
limited effectiveness. Above, a nurse from the swine flu vaccination team, injects a test H1N1 vaccine in Belgium.
Photograph by: François Lenoir , Reuters, The Ottawa Citizen

Re: The ethics of vaccination, Aug. 29.
Working within the health-care system for 10 years, I discovered early that there is strong pressure to
receive flu vaccines each year, despite evidence of risk and limited effectiveness.
There is a strong wall of opposition to hearing any of the concerns regarding the risk of vaccines. For
example, I discovered that flu vaccines for adults still contain thimersol, a mercury-based chemical,
despite concerns about its effects.
Regarding the H1N1 vaccine, it is being fast-tracked with limited testing. There is literature suggesting
that it will also include a squaline adjuvant to heighten the body's immune response. According to the
Vaccine Risk Awareness Network, this adjuvant has been associated with long-term auto-immune
damage.
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As an Ottawa health-care worker, I would be one of the canaries in the mine. I am concerned that the
risks due to the vaccine may be greater than the risk of the virus itself.
However, no one seems prepared to have an open and honest discussion about the risks I will be
exposed to in receiving the vaccine, nor has there been any discussion about a safety net if I were to
become ill in the course of my duties. I am also angry that I am made to feel guilty if I put my own
health-care needs above the needs of patients.
A large part of my job as a social worker for the past 25 years has been client advocacy. I have seen
firsthand the depressing struggle clients face in negotiating with insurance companies and other
disability-related institutions while at their most vulnerable. Insurance companies, that have more
resources, fight hard not to pay.
I absolutely do have not faith that the system will be there for me. I likely would hear: "Prove that our
vaccine caused your illness."
Some pharmaceutical companies have been less than ethical in some practices. Their bottom line
seems to be profit, not wellness. The companies are pressured to get this vaccine out. If the clinical
trials don't go well, I doubt that the public would ever hear about it.
I am also angry that the medical system refuses to acknowledge or work with complementary medicine.
We are years behind many other countries in this regard. Articles have reported that during the 1918 flu
pandemic, there was only a one-per-cent mortality rate among those treated homeopathically, yet this
method is rarely acknowledged or discussed.
I wish that for once we could have an open and honest discussion leading to forward-thinking and true
informed consent.
Gail Dawson-Plummer,
Kanata
© Copyright (c) The Ottawa Citizen
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