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Two new schools planned to meet
French demands
Catholic board to get $22M from province for elementary schools in Kanata,
Orléans areas
The Ottawa region’s French Catholic school board has announced plans to build two new schools to
meet the growing demand for an all-French education.
The school board will get about $22 million from the ministry of education to buy land and build two
elementary schools — one in Kanata north for up to 388 students and one in the Chapel Hill South area
of Orléans for up to 342 students.
The schools are to open in the fall of 2011.
Lise Bourgeois, the board’s director of education, said Thursday she’s thrilled. “My legacy here will
have been to grow the French space and have more schools where we need them,” she said.
Bourgeois is leaving the board at the end of March to become president of La Cité collégiale.
“I’ll be leaving (the board) knowing that it’s doing what it’s supposed to — have good results and
good schools,” she said.
While school boards across the province struggle with shrinking enrollment, the region’s French
Catholic board continues to grow.
It had about 16,000 students when it was created in 1998 and now has more than 18,600 students
at 48 schools from Pembroke to Cumberland and as far to the southwest as Trenton. That’s an increase
of roughly 15 per cent.
The French Catholic board — the Conseil des écoles catholiques du Centre-Est — has opened seven
new schools since 2005, including two elementary schools slated to open this September.
The board estimates another 8,000 to 10,000 students who would be eligible to attend its French
schools are registered elsewhere.
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Go ahead, kid, play with f ire
Bubble-wrapped children are missing out on a real childhood, a new book
claims. SHANNON PROUDFOOT reports on the backlash against hyperparenting.
‘We create a false impression in our minds that children are in peril all the time … when in fact, according to the
most recent studies, this is the safest time in histor y for children.’ GEVER TULLER, author, 50 Dangerous Things

Here are a few suggestions for the kids of those anxious parents hovering on the edge of the
playground with a first aid kit: Lick a 9-volt battery, just to see what happens. Super Glue your fingers
together or look at the sun. And by all means, play with fire.
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TINKERING SCHOOL

Tinkering School is a week-long summer camp that teaches kids to use tools while building
their confidence and major projects, such as this zip line.
These are among the activities in a new book entitled 50 Dangerous Things (you should let your
children do), the latest in a growing backlash against hyper-parents who try to insulate their offspring
against every minor scrape, perceived threat and potential disappointment.
Underlying this burgeoning less-is-more parenting philosophy is a belief that today’s bubblewrapped kids are missing out on the way childhood used to be.
The Dangerous Book for Boys became an international sensation by teaching the video-game
generation such long-lost and potentially perilous skills as building a snow fort or bow and arrow. In
2008, Canadian journalist Carl Honoré published a book entitled Under Pressure: Rescuing Our Children
from the Culture of Hyper-Parenting, encouraging people to stop “parenting too hard.”
At the same time, the recession forced many to scale back their over-scheduled children’s activities
for financial reasons.
“It really started as a snowball of observations that my friends’ children were not having the kind of
childhood that I did or even they did,” says Gever Tulley, the California-based author of 50 Dangerous
Things. “ It got me thinking about how we become competent and where in the last 30 years we
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changed our definition of what kids are capable of.”
The book’s title is “deliberately provocative,” Tulley says, and it’s meant as both a guidebook for
fretful parents who want to loosen up and a “call to action for over-protected children,” with instructions
on safe ways to experiment with dangerous things.
“We create a false impression in our minds that children are in peril all the time and everywhere,
when in fact, according to the most recent studies, this is the safest time in history for children,” he
says.
“There couldn’t be a better time to be running around outside playing.”
Writer Lenore Skenazy agrees, arguing there’s a “gathering storm” among parents rejecting the
notion that it was ever a good idea to coddle kids.
She accidentally became the standard-bearer for this backlash nearly two years ago, when she
wrote a column for The New York
Sun entitled “Why I Let My 9-YearOld Take The Subway Alone,” deriding hyper-vigilant parenting
and igniting a ferocious debate in the process.
Some people suggested her children should be seized by child protection services, she says, but
others were grateful she’d said what they were thinking.
In response, Skenazy founded the Free-Range Kids movement, which has since grown into a book,
a blog and a rallying cry for “ a common-sense approach to parenting in these overprotective times.”
The inspiration hit Tulley — a software engineer who doesn’t have kids — at a dinner party in 2005,
when he argued that overprotected children are “less competent” and mused about a summer program
that would encourage them to build things and boost their independence.
“A good friend of mine reached across the table and grabbed my arm and said, ‘I’m sending my
children to your school this summer. You have to start it!’” he recalls.
Now in its sixth year, Tinkering School is a one-week sleepaway camp for tweens and teens based
near Tulley’s home just south of San Francisco.
Julianna Hrynkiw, 11, travelled from her home in Calgary to attend Tinkering School last year,
learning to handle saws and drills while helping build a tent, a monument and, her favourite, go-karts.
“I’m kind of a maker and I like making stuff,” she says.
She came home with a new sense of confidence and her own tool kit, her father Dave says.
“ We wanted to throw her into the deep end and see how many limbs she could lose,” her father
jokes.
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Teen brandished gun at Richmond high school to
'impress his peers'
Judge orders 15-month probation for 'foolish' act
By Andrew Seymour, The Ottawa CitizenMarch 2, 2010 6:30 AM

OTTAWA — A 15-year-old boy who brandished an unloaded .357 Magnum handgun at his Richmond
high school in an apparent attempt to impress his peers has been sentenced to 15 months of probation.
The teen, who turned 16 last week, admitted to pulling the trigger of the high-powered handgun in front
of a 14-year-old student in a washroom at South Carleton High School on March 25. He also waved and
pointed the unloaded gun at another boy and pulled the trigger after bringing it to a friend's house a
week earlier.
The teen pleaded guilty to charges of careless handling and pointing a firearm as well as two counts of
possessing a firearm without a licence.
"It was somewhat foolish of you to do what you did," said Ontario Court Justice Lise Maisonneuve
before sentencing the youth, who can't be identified under provisions of the Youth Criminal Justice Act.
He was also ordered not to possess any weapons for the next five years.
Assistant Crown attorney Lisa Miles had been seeking a two-year term of probation -- the maximum
allowed in law -- after highlighting what she described as several "difficulties" the teen has encountered
since the gun charges were laid.
That included a shoplifting incident and being caught at school with a "flint bomb," which consists of
parts of a lighter and a flammable material used to make a flame.
However, Miles said there was no evidence the teen intended to harm anyone and probation was
appropriate.
"It seems it was to gain acceptance and impress his peers," said Miles, noting the teen suffers from
attention deficit hyperactivity disorder and oppositional defiant disorder. "It was an extremely dangerous
and foolhardy thing to do, but there wasn't any intention to hurt anyone in any way."
According to the synopsis of the case, the teen asked a student in the washroom if he wanted to "see
something cool" before pulling out the gun. He also showed the gun to other students on the school bus.
Court heard the teen came into possession of the gun after it was left in a bag at his grandfather's house
by one of his grandfather's friends.
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