
Page 1 sur 1LeDroitEnpartenariat - Le Droit - 20 janvier 2010 - Page #12

2010-01-20http://ledroitenpartenariat.newspaperdirect.com/epaper/services/OnlinePrintHandler.ashx...



Page 1 sur 1LeDroitEnpartenariat - Le Droit - 20 janvier 2010 - Page #24

2010-01-20http://ledroitenpartenariat.newspaperdirect.com/epaper/services/OnlinePrintHandler.ashx...



Page 1 sur 1LeDroitEnpartenariat - Le Droit - 20 janvier 2010 - Page #3

2010-01-20http://ledroitenpartenariat.newspaperdirect.com/epaper/services/OnlinePrintHandler.ashx...



Page 1 sur 1LeDroitEnpartenariat - Pour comprendre le monde - 20 janvier 2010 - Page #26

2010-01-20http://ledroitenpartenariat.newspaperdirect.com/epaper/services/PrintArticle.ashx?issue=...



Page 1 sur 1LeDroitEnpartenariat - Le Droit - 20 janvier 2010 - Page #4

2010-01-20http://ledroitenpartenariat.newspaperdirect.com/epaper/services/OnlinePrintHandler.ashx...



Page 1 sur 1LeDroitEnpartenariat - Le Droit - 20 janvier 2010 - Page #27

2010-01-20http://ledroitenpartenariat.newspaperdirect.com/epaper/services/OnlinePrintHandler.ashx...



Page 1 sur 1LeDroitEnpartenariat - Le Droit - 20 janvier 2010 - Page #20

2010-01-20http://ledroitenpartenariat.newspaperdirect.com/epaper/services/OnlinePrintHandler.ashx...



Page 1 sur 1LeDroitEnpartenariat - Le Droit - 20 janvier 2010 - Page #29

2010-01-20http://ledroitenpartenariat.newspaperdirect.com/epaper/services/OnlinePrintHandler.ashx...



Page 1 sur 1LeDroitEnpartenariat - Le Droit - 20 janvier 2010 - Page #6

2010-01-20http://ledroitenpartenariat.newspaperdirect.com/epaper/services/OnlinePrintHandler.ashx...



School board delays decision on alternative schools 
 

BY JOANNE LAUCIUS, THE OTTAWA CITIZEN JANUARY 20, 2010 10:06 AM  
 

 

OTTAWA — A committee of the Ottawa-Carleton District School Board voted to continue a debate on 
the future of its six alternative schools instead of making a decision Tuesday night.  

The board’s education committee debate lasted late into Tuesday night, then trustees voted to allow for 
another night of discussion. A date for the second night has not been set, and the committee's decision 
will have to be approved by the full board.  

A decision to allow the "alternative" designation to lapse would mean the end of a 27-year era for 
Ottawa education.  

A review, delivered to the education committee Tuesday night, advised “consolidating” Manor Park 
Public School, which also has a regular English and French immersion stream, for September 2011, 
and allowing the other five alternative schools — Churchill, Grant, Lady Evelyn, Riverview and the 
intermediate program at Summit — to retain their alternative designations only until boundary or 
accommodation reviews have been completed.  

There are about 1,200 students in Ottawa's alternative schools, which started with one site, Lady 
Evelyn, in 1982.  

But the review argued that the philosophies behind alternative schools, which include an emphasis on 
parental involvement and self-directed learning, are now widespread through the board.  

When the concept was first introduced in Ottawa, it was outside of the mainstream. Now, “the mandate 
and expectations of the alternative program do not differ greatly from the regular English program,” said 
the report.  

“Over the past 10 years in the province of Ontario, the Ministry of Education and the OCDSB have 
provided clear direction regarding a shift towards learner-centred instruction in all schools.” 

Alternative-school parents have energetically lobbied trustees to get the seven votes needed to keep 
their schools open, arguing that alternative schools have been leaders in progressive education, and 
that other schools could not adopt the philosophies of the alternative schools piecemeal.  

The extra transportation and staffing costs associated with the alternative program are about $350,000 
a year.  

Only three other boards in the province offer programs for students with different learning styles, 
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although the Toronto District School Board has expanded its offerings. Despite overall declining 
enrolment, the Toronto board offers 41 alternative programs covering a range of education 
philosophies.  
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As the Ottawa Carleton Public School Board mulls a staff report 
recommending the removal of “alternative” designations for Ottawa’s six alternative elementary schools, parent groups 
are fighting to preserve the unique schools. 

At an education committee meeting Tuesday night, six delegations, including Bay Coun. Alex Cullen, made their 
voices heard. 

Cullen was a school board trustee in 1983 when the alternative school program was launched, and he said in a 
presentation that much of the opposition he heard back then is being repeated in the staff report. 

Cullen argued that alternative schools offer a “distinctive approach to elementary education, accommodating children 
of different skills and ages, and requires both teachers’ and parents’ ongoing and active commitment. 

“It cannot be replicated in every school in the city,” said Cullen. “We do not live in a one-size-fits-all world.” 

Richard Deadman, chair of the Alternative Schools Advisory Committee, has seen firsthand the impact the board’s 
alternative program has had on his four children. 

“They love learning, they are engaged and active, and they’ve shown great leadership,” said Deadman, who has one 
child enrolled in Lady Evelyn, one in Summit Alternative, and two who have graduated from the program and now 
excel at Glebe Collegiate Institute.  

“It’s that intrinsic drive from within instead of chasing marks, and I see that as the real value, because it’s a lifelong skill 
that will set them on a great road,” he said. 

Board staff began researching the possibility of phasing out the alternative designation — which parent Michael 
Barnes called the “educational equivalent of death row” — last summer, and collected data through parent surveys, 
Ministry of Education guidelines and internal statistics. 

The report was tabled earlier this month. 

Student delegate David Beckett Padbury, a graduate of Summit Alternative School, said the program put him “on the 
road to meeting with the real world armed with the tools I need.” 

“I went in anti-social, dreadfully serious and emotionally disconnected,” said Padbury. “I came out dreadfully social, 
seriously disconnected from seriousness and emotionally myself.” 

aedan.helmer@sunmedia.ca 

 
  

Parents rally to save alternative schools 
By AEDAN HELMER, OTTAWA SUN  

Last Updated: 20th January 2010, 7:19am 
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We should care about the 'invisible children' 
 

THE OTTAWA CITIZEN JANUARY 20, 2010  
 

 

In Canada, when a child goes missing, there is a manhunt for the child and the kidnapper. Police are 
alerted and everyone is on the lookout. Television stations, radio and newspapers have news stories 
about the abduction. There are descriptions and rewards for finding the child. 

But there are children being abducted, taken from their homes in northern Uganda and few in the West 
are aware. In the past 20 years, more than 30,000 children have gone missing. They were taken by a 
group of guerrilla fighters called the Lord's Resistance Army under leader Joseph Kony. The ironic 
thing is that 90 per cent of these soldiers are abducted children. Children taking children. Kids killing 
other kids. Think about how wrong that sentence is. 

When the children are abducted, they are desensitized in ways unimaginable to us. They often have 
their parents killed in front of them, or have to kill them themselves. They have to kill to stay alive. 

The worst part is that no one seems to care. There is no media coverage, no helicopters searching for 
missing children, there is not even any UN help. Why? Because what do nations like Uganda, Congo, 
Sudan, Sierra Lione have to give to the world? No resources, no international power, no money. 

The organization, Invisible Children, is working to stop the war in Uganda and get the children away 

 

 
Matt Munkittrick is trying to raise awareness of the Ugandan children who are abducted to become child soldiers. 
Photograph by: Chris Mikula, The Ottawa Citizen, The Ottawa Citizen 
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from the violence. But governments around the world need to help put an end to this immense 
humanitarian crisis. 

I first heard about Invisible Children in a presentation at my church and my school, Canterbury High 
School. I want to spread the word starting with my school civics class and this letter to the editor. More 
awareness could be raised by making the issue better known and encouraging people to join a 
Facebook group, start a club at your school or tell people at your workplace. It just takes one spark to 
light a fire. 

Matt Munkittrick, 

Ottawa 
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