




Jim Whitney invented Crazy Forts after watching his daughters set up a pop 
tent.  

The father of two girls said they had more fun destroying it afterwards than they had setting it up.  

Crazy Forts is less of a game and more of a platform for creativity, art and spontaneous play; the box contains 44 sticks (think tent 
poles) and 25 balls (like joints that hold them together) but unlike a tent where there is only one place to insert a pole, there are 
several on each ball, allowing for endless possibilities.  

Once constructed into whatever your imagination can conceive, such as a cave, a pirate ship or a castle, Crazy Forts, made by 
Everest, becomes a life-size structure, opening up possibilities of throwing blankets over top to enclose a real fort.  

Whitney, who is featured in Parents in the Dads Hall of Fame in the June issue, right next to Barack Obama, said he is surprised 
with the designs kids can come up with.  

Referencing one child on their Facebook page, he said they bent the rods in such a way to create a round shape, something that 
defies they mathematical engineering that was used to design the toy.  

"That's a smart kid," Whitney said.  

The forts can be made outside or inside, making this toy versatile to play for a summer day, or in the living room on a rainy day.  

"A lot of families are deciding to either stay at home or stay local this year for holidays and so they are looking for things they can 
do in their backyards, things with their kids," said Kerry George, spokesperson for the Canadian Toy Association.  

For rainy days over the summer, at the cottage or at home, Everest also has Bananagrams, which received the Oppenheim Best 
Toy Award, was nominated for Best Toy of the Year and received many other prestigious awards.  

Inside the banana-pouch are 144 letters that are placed in a 'bunch' in the middle of the playing area. In a frenzy, players 
simultaneously create their own crossword grid until someone yells, "Bananas!"  

Maybe learning can be fun after all.  

There is also the Big Banana, which has double the number of tiles of Bananagrams, which allows for more players or a longer 
game.  

The game has been rumoured to be able to go anywhere. But because it entails a flat and particular large stable playing surface 
it's not easily played in the car.  

For long hauls on the road, heading to the beach or the cottage, or anywhere, there are some games that have stood the test of 
time, and now they can stand the test of the bumpy road.  

Classic Snakes and Ladders, or also known as Chutes and Ladders, is available in a compact travel size with magnetic pieces.  

Monopoly, everyone's favourite board game, can also be played on en route, but this game doesn't have the car, the dog or the 
thimble but you can still take a walk on the Boardwalk, pass go and collect properties in the card game version of this game, 
Monopoly Deal.  

George said it is important to take into consideration your child's age when looking for toys for them, and read the age level on the 
toy first.  

"Toys are also about motor development. Children learn through play. They learn how to play with other kids, they learn how to 
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share, they can learn about colours, shapes and textures," George said.  

She said while toddlers are interested in building things up and knocking things down, a six-year old would be interested in conflict 
play, the concept of winning and losing and how to compete.  

"A lot of toys you see here today are retro toys," she said from the Canadian Toy Association's Hot Toys of Summer event in 
Toronto, "Those classic toys still exist, they're just new spins on them."  

The Saturnian 36" Over-sized Soccer Ball is a perfect example of this. The life-size soccer ball is for outdoor play, and can be used 
in any type of game you can imagine.  

For Kyle Lucas, age 8, the over-sized soccer ball was created into his take on Indian Jones and the Raiders of the Lost Ark.  

"What I did was I played this game called Indian Jones and the Humongous Soccer Ball. You got this gold statue and you know 
that big huge rock? I pretended the soccer ball was that big huge rock, and I would run all the way down the hill," Kyle said, and 
added assuringly he could run faster than the soccer ball could roll.  

George agreed play was one thing children are entitled to. The benefits of play are endless and the memories and skills should last 
as long as the toys do.  
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Committee approves land sales for Barrhaven church 
and mosque 
 

BY JAKE RUPERT, THE OTTAWA CITIZEN MAY 19, 2009  
 

 

OTTAWA — Two Barrhaven-based religious congregations looking to build new facilities are a step 
closer to success Tuesday after elected officials on the city council's economic-affairs committee 
endorsed selling them some municipal land. 

The deals are expected to be done later this month, if the full city council gives final approval to the two 
deals.  

As many downtown churches struggle, and some fail, due to dwindling congregations, the religion 
business is booming in the suburbs. 

The South Nepean Muslim Community group, which has been raising money for years, has a tentative 
$1.05-million deal for 1.3 hectares at 3020 Woodroffe Ave. A joint Anglican-Lutheran group has a 
tentative $1.1-million deal for 1.2 hectares at 159 Claridge Dr. 

The Muslim community group has plans for a two-storey mosque and community centre. The more 
than 5,000-strong group is currently using a former school house as its headquarters, and it’s far too 
small for the groups’ programming needs. 

The new Anglican-Lutheran church is the first such partnership between the two groups in Canada. 
There will be two sets of clergy working together and every aspect of the church will be combined, 
including joint services. They also plan on building community space along with their church. 
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