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Irène Kumar, Ottawa

Courtiser les familles exogames
Je fais partie d’une famille exogame avec mon mari originaire de l’Inde et mon fils (« Les familles
exogames courtisées »,
LeDroit, 22 janvier). C’était très important que mon fils ait sa culture francophone. Je l’ai donc
inscrit aux écoles françaises. Il a même complété son baccalauréat en éducation en français de
l’Université d’Ottawa. Il a apposé sa candidature au Conseil des écoles catholiques du Centre-Est pour
un poste d’enseignant et il n’a jamais reçu une seule lettre ou accusé de réception du conseil. Lors de
ses stages, mon fils a obtenu un rendement supérieur. Il me semble que si on veut courtiser cette
clientèle, on devrait aussi engager des gens qui proviennent de ces familles.
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Le gagnant du pré-tirage de LCC offre son prix pour aider Haïti
par Kristina Brazeau
Voir tous les articles de Kristina Brazeau
Article mis en ligne le 25 janvier 2010 à 10:09
Soyez le premier à commenter cet article

Le président et fondateur de Brigil Platine,
Gilles Desjardins qui a remporté un prix de
5000 $ dans le cadre du pré-tirage de la
Fondation de La Cité collégiale (LCC) a
décidé de remettre l’argent à la campagne
Aide Haïti du collège dans un geste de
générosité. «Je n’ai pas hésité une seconde à
acheter un billet du super-tirage de la
Fondation de La Cité collégiale, puisque les
sommes recueillies vont directement aux
fonds de bourses destinées aux étudiants du
Collège. J’invite tous ceux qui le peuvent à
encourager la Fondation en se procurant un
billet, que ce soit seul ou en groupe» a
indiqué M. Desjardins. Environ 150 billets sont
encore disponibles pour le grand tirage de
100 000 $ du 13 mars 2010. Les billets, au coût de 1000 $, se prêtent bien à un achat de groupe. Pour
joindre la Fondation, les personnes intéressées peuvent composer le 613-742-2493, poste 2424 ou
visiter le www.fondationlacitecollegiale.com . Sur la photo, M. Desjardins remet un chèque de 5000$ au
président de la Fondation de LCC, André Lalonde pour la campagne Aide Haïti.
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Appel à un financement équitable
Organismes d’aide aux aînés et aux femmes francophones d’Ottawa
Les organismes venant en aide aux aînés et aux femmes francophones d’Ottawa sont venus une fois
de plus demander, hier, à la Ville un financement équitable qui leur permettrait d’offrir des services
comparables à ceux qu’offrent les organismes desservant la population anglophone.
Les différentes associations ont pris la parole au conseil municipal, à l’occasion des discussions qui
se déroulent toute la semaine pour l’adoption du budget 2010 de la Ville.
Le Centre espoir Sophie, qui vient en aide aux femmes francophones marginalisées, souhaite
obtenir un financement additionnel de 100 000 $ qui s’ajouterait aux 189900 $ qu’il reçoit déjà.
« Ça nous permettrait d’offrir des services de qualité comparable aux organismes anglophones qui
sont par exemple en mesure d’offrir un programme complet de repas et d’accompagnement », indique
Mélanie Leduc, du Centre espoir Sophie. Même son de cloche du côté des trois centres qui offrent des
services aux aînés francophones d’Ottawa. Ces derniers demandent aussi à la Ville de leur remettre des
subventions équitables et qui se comparent à celles que reçoivent les organismes anglophones.
Si les quatre centres anglophones reçoivent de la Ville annuellement la somme de 388000 $, les
centres francophones SéraphinMarion d’Orléans, le centre Pauline-Charron et le Rendez-vous des aînés
francophones d’Ottawa se partagent pour leur part une subvention de 100 000 $. Les centres
francophones doivent aussi payer des taxes municipales, tandis que la Ville paie les coûts de
fonctionnement des trois centres pour aînés anglophones totalisant près de 400000 $ annuellement.

« Avec ces subventions nous pourrions acheter de l’équipement neuf, payer pour de nouveaux
locaux et aussi mieux rémunérer nos employés », indique Denis Perreault, du Centre Séraphin-Marion
d’Orléans.
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Quatre millions supplémentaires pour les études en français
par Sandy Chirol
Voir tous les articles de Sandy Chirol
Article mis en ligne le 25 janvier 2010 à 12:59
Soyez le premier à commenter cet article

Le ministre de la Formation et des Collèges
et Universités, John Milloy, a annoncé ce
matin un octroi de 4 millions $
supplémentaires à l'Université d'Ottawa,
afin qu'elle puisse développer davantage
ses programmes et services en français.
La qualité des études postsecondaires en
français devrait encore s'améliorer puisque
l'Université d'Ottawa bénéficie à présent d'un
financement annuel de 30 millions $ afin
notamment d'augmenter le nombre de cours
en français mais également d'élargir son
programme d'immersion en français, en plus
d'offrir des services de soutien et des bourses
à la population étudiante francophone.
Le recteur de l'Université d'Ottawa, Allan Rock, explique quelles vont être les répercutions concrètes de
cette aide financière sur l'éducation de langue française du plus important établissement bilingue
d'Amérique du Nord. (S.C.)
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Truck, school bus crash in Outaouais
By OTTAWA SUN
Last Updated: 26th January 2010, 8:26am

Police and rescue crews in the Outaouais are at the scene of a crash
involving school bus and a truck this morning.
The crash has happened along Hwy. 315 at Lewis Rd. in L'Ange-Gardien. Police say initial reports indicate it was a
frontal crash, but that there are no serious injuries. The bus was carrying school students at the time of the crash.
Police say they will provide more details as information becomes available.
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Ottawa Beer Delivery
Delivered to your door in under an
hour. 613-842-0555
www.citybooze.com

Ottawa Seniors
New retirement residences in
Ottawa 1 and 2 bedroom
apartments.
www.AlaVidaLifestyles.com

U-Pass sticking point in transit budget
By JON WILLING, CITY HALL BUREAU
Last Updated: 26th January 2010, 6:59am

University students face an uphill battle getting the city to put a
universal bus pass back on the books as councillors tackle the 2010 budget.
U-Pass supporters, including University of Ottawa president Allan Rock, are expected to file into council chambers
Tuesday to urge councillors to put the program back in the budget.
The pass, subject to approval by the students through referenda, would charge students $145 per semester for crosscity access to the transit system. The city would have to pay just over $3 million for the plan and the audit, budget and
finance committee — which is looking to keep the tax increase below 4% — is recommending it be deferred.
That doesn’t jive with university students who have been waiting for the city to create a special bus pass for several
years.
Erik Halliwell, president of the Carleton University Students’ Association, plans to tell councillors Tuesday that students
need a U-Pass program in Ottawa.
“We feel it’s about time,” Halliwell said. “Hopefully they will see students are looking for an affordable bus pass option.”
Halliwell said proponents of the U-Pass were taken aback when the program was taken off the table in the fall.
Thousands of students have since mobilized efforts online, and as a result city councillors have been bombarded with
e-mails in support of the special bus pass.
Not all students love the idea of a U-Pass, which they would pay for through mandatory ancillary fees. Those who are
against it say it’s unfair to force students to pay for a bus pass if they don’t use transit services.
The U-Pass received some attention during Monday’s public delegations on the budget.
Shawn Menard, vice-chair of the city’s pedestrian and transit advisory committee, said it’s “shortsighted thinking” to
axe the U-Pass from the budget.
Capital Coun. Clive Doucet said he plans to present a motion to keep the U-Pass in the budget, and Kanata North
Coun. Marianne Wilkinson said she’s interested in trying out the U-Pass for the fall semester.
Transit services, from the U-Pass to proposed route cuts, make up some of the top issues in this year’s budget.
The proposed cuts to transit include a $3-million plan to reduce service on several routes across the city. Those cuts
alone have been generating a mound of responses from residents to their councillors, who will decide how to weigh
services cuts against tax increases.
jon.willing@sunmedia.ca
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Dave Toycen spent six days in Haiti immediately after the
earthquake.

Haitian orphans need
support at home
Canadians’ hearts are broken by the pictures of Haitian children alone — and they want to help. But
parents in Haiti would be even more heartbroken to discover their missing child had been sent to
another country before they could be reunited.
For three decades, I have seen children suffer following natural disasters when they are most
vulnerable.
After the 2004 tsunami in southeast Asia, child traffickers exploited the situation to send children
into servitude, effectively slave labour.
They sold other children to adoption agencies taking advantage of people who intended to help. To
our profound sorrow, they committed these heinous acts right in front of the international community.
We have learned our lesson.
Tragically, the Haiti earthquake has produced thousands of orphans. Right now they need food,
water and a home, but not necessarily new families. Would it not make more sense to provide the
necessary assistance and support to Haiti so that it can provide domestic solutions for all of its children?
We urge Ottawa to halt new adoptions. It is wise that UN guidelines recommend at least two years
are spent tracing lost families before adoption is considered. Today, and the weeks and months ahead,
are not the time.
DAVE TOYCEN, president and CEO, World Vision Canada
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Record rainy day for capital
By AEDAN HELMER AND DOUG HEMPSTEAD, OTTAWA SUN
Last Updated: 26th January 2010, 7:50am

Record-setting rainfall and unseasonably mild temperatures created
havoc on area roads, flooded basements and forced the cancellation
of outdoor winter activities Monday.
As the daytime high hit a balmy 8C at 3 p.m. Monday, Environment
Canada measured 43.6 mm of rainfall at MacDonald-Cartier
International Airport, shattering the previous single day rainfall mark,
set back on Jan. 15, 1995, when 33.6 mm was recorded.
Geoff Coulson, severe weather meteorologist at the agency’s storm
prediction centre, blamed the deluge on a low pressure system
hovering over much of the province, carrying with it a warm air mass
and moisture from the Gulf of Mexico.

Pools of water lay atop the Rideau Canal
Skateway after heavy rains on Monday. The
Skateway has been closed until conditions
improve. (ERROL McGIHON Ottawa Sun)

“January is traditionally our coldest month, so seeing these
temperatures even getting to the 3 or 4 degrees range is fairly
unusual,” said Coulson.
Environment Canada issued several rainfall warnings across the
province, and said there were concerns about runoff into local
streams and rivers.

City officials reported at least 150 calls from businesses and residents reporting flooded roadways, and dozens of
reports of fooding in basements.
At least one water main, at St. Joseph Blvd. in Orleans, was overwhelmed and broke, forcing the closure of several
lanes.
OPP said the morning commute was relatively uneventful, despite dense fog patches that blanketed the region early
Monday morning.
“We’re dealing with a huge amount of moisture in the low levels of the atmosphere, and the winds are not all that
strong, so the moisture is just sitting there, creating reduced visibility,” said Coulson.
Area ski trails also suffered from the mild weather.
The city-run Mooney’s Bay cross-country ski trails were closed by mid-afternoon due to “unsafe conditions,” and will
remain off-limits until further notice.
The National Capital Commission shut down its popular network of skiing, hiking and snowshoeing trails Monday
afternoon, along with the majority of Gatineau Park’s parking lots.
NCC crews won’t start work on rebuilding the trails until the rain stops and the temperature drops back below freezing.
Red flags were also flying on the Rideau Canal Skateway, as the NCC said maintenance crews will attend to the ice
surface as soon as weather permits.
Environment Canada expected the rain to change to snow overnight Monday, and temperatures are projected to drop
to -7C with flurries by Tuesday night.
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NCC spokesman Jean Wolff said the closure has been done for reasons of public safety.
“It’s Jan. 25 — winter is not over,” said Wolff, who is optimistic the closure of the entire network won’t last long.
aedan.helmer@sunmedia.ca
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Haiti: ‘We need to focus on
effectiveness’
“ Sustainability is key,” Harper told Monday’s conference, attended by foreign ministers and senior
officials from 14 countries involved in Haiti relief operations.

BLAIR GABLE, REUTERS

Gov. Gen. Michaëlle Jean met with Haitian Prime Minister Jean-Max Bellerive on Monday
night. Bellerive says Haitians must take the lead in rebuilding their shattered country.
“The international community must be prepared for a sustained, significant effort in Haiti.
“We need to focus on effectiveness. The Haitian people deserve that and our own taxpayers expect
it. We must hold ourselves and each other accountable for the commitments we make. More than ever,
we must be united to help Haiti.”
Bellerive noted that Haitians themselves must take the lead in rebuilding their shattered country.
“ It is a shared task, but it must be led by Haitians,” Bellerive said.
Foreign Affairs Minister Lawrence Cannon said the federal government has committed an initial $155
million in aid to Haiti and that Canadians, through private donations, have already contributed $ 67
million, which will be matched by the federal government.
Even without the quake’s impact, agricultural production in Haiti has collapsed as subsidized
agricultural goods from rich countries have flooded Haitian markets and undercut prices for domestic
Haitian produce.
Despite pledges Monday to rebuild Haiti, Canada, France, the United States and other countries in
the Friends of Haiti group stopped short of saying they were prepared to curtail their own farm
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subsidies in order to help Haiti.
Agricultural subsidies in rich countries have been the main stumbling block in the current Doha
round of World Trade Organization talks.
Subsidies to farmers in Quebec, the rest of Canada and other parts of the developed world mean
foreign food can be sold in Haitian markets at prices lower than local production costs.
Robert Fox, executive director of Oxfam Canada, said in an interview: “One of the reasons why
there has been such population pressure on Port-au-Prince is that farmers have had to migrate to the
capital because they cannot support their families through their own agricultural production anymore.
“It’s true that the world is coming together to provide support to Haiti to rebuild after the
earthquake.
“But there are much more fundamental changes that are required in the global economic system
and in trade rules, as well as in Haiti’s government and society. The root causes of poverty in Haiti did
not start with the earthquake.”
The so-called ministerial preparatory conference on Haiti has assembled representatives of 14
countries that form a United Nations-affiliated group called “friends of Haiti.” The European Union, the
World Bank and the International Monetary Fund are also represented, along with major donors and
key regional and multilateral partners.
The goal of the conference is to contribute to a clear and common vision and path for Haiti’s early
recovery and longer-term reconstruction.
It will lay the groundwork for a larger reconstruction conference to take place in the coming
months.
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Virus causing ER crunch at CHEO
By DONNA CASEY, OTTAWA SUN
Last Updated: 26th January 2010, 7:02am

CHEO is seeing a jump in its emergency-department visits due to an
increase in children with RSV (respiratory syncytial virus).
The children's hospital has seen a 12% increase in traffic in the last few weeks, leading CHEO officials to cancel a
small number of elective surgeries to free up more beds.
The bed shortage is due to the length of time it takes to assess and treat the respiratory infection in the ER. Hospital
officials are asking parents to only visit the ER with emergencies and to visit their family doctor or a clinic with other
less serious medical problems.
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Green light for bulb funding
By SCOTT TAYLOR, OTTAWA SUN
Last Updated: 26th January 2010, 7:00am

On the brink of revolutionizing a $12-billion market, Kanata’s Group
IV Semiconductor has received $3.6 million from the provincial government to help expand its fabrication facility at
Carleton University.
The cash is being provided through the Innovation Demonstration Fund (IDF) and is expected to create 19 jobs over
the next two years.
The company is working to bring to market low-cost solid-state light bulbs that will use up to 90% less electricity than
regular bulbs, last much longer, cut greenhouse gas emissions, and reduce landfill waste.
Group IV CEO Stephen Naor said the funding will help the company go to the next level of development. “It will allow
us to increase the capabilities of the development lab at Carleton University and that will allow us to get the kind of
quality development that we need to move faster than we would otherwise.”
A prototype, he said, might be completed later this year.
The company’s business development director, Howard Tweddle, said once Group IV has jumped the gulf from lab to
market, the possibilities are endless.
Have mercury
“There are 8 billion light sockets in the world and most of them contain incandescent lamps. By 2012, you won’t be
able to buy them anymore. The only alternative right now are compact fluorescents, but they have mercury in them. So
the question is what can you use to replace them. Solid-state lighting on silicon is the answer.”
Research and Innovation Minister John Milloy said Group IV is the type of company the IDF should be funding. “It’s a
young company, it’s up and coming, it has some amazing new technology it’s in the process of developing and not
only is it new technology, it’s technology in the green area.”
Whether this is a harbinger of new government investment in the city’s hi-tech sector is debatable, but Ottawa-Orleans
MPP Phil McNeely said he thinks more help could be on the way for young companies, and would like to see aid from
the federal government as well.
“If we’re going to compete, we have to have our governments as partners. The risks are too great for innovators and
they need that help.,” said McNeely.
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