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Les Francos réclament une SRC à leur
image
Philippe Orfali
Le Droit
Une dizaine d'organismes francoontariens ont dénoncé, hier, les plus
récentes compressions budgétaires
infligées à la Société RadioCanada, dans une lettre ouverte
envoyée au premier ministre
Stephen Harper.

ARCHIVES, LeDroit

La société d'État annonçait à la fin
mars des compressions de l'ordre
de 171 millions $, qui se sont
traduites dans la capitale par
l'abolition du bulletin télévisé
Téléjournal midi et de l'émission
radiophonique Bonté divine !. En
Ontario, l'émission radio d'affaires
publiques L'Ontario aujourd'hui,
produite à Toronto, a aussi été
abolie.

Mais ce qui choque encore davantage les groupes, dont l'Assemblée de la francophonie de l'Ontario (AFO), le
Club canadien de Toronto et SOS CBEF, est la décision de la SRC de mettre fin à toute programmation locale à
la station CBEF de Windsor.
« Il est largement reconnu, et franchement évident que la société d'État représente un outil essentiel qui nous
aide à véhiculer et promouvoir notre identité, nos exploits, notre vitalité et notre créativité », a déclaré la
présidente de l'AFO, Mariette Carrier-Fraser.
La lettre envoyée au premier ministre affirme que Radio-Canada est pour l'Ontario français plus qu'une société
d'État. « Elle est souvent notre seule source d'information quotidienne en français. »
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En réponse aux coupes, le groupe SOS CBEF, un regroupement de francophones de Windsor, a demandé une
injonction de la Cour pour tenter de retarder les compressions à la station de Windsor, jusqu'au dépôt du rapport
d'enquête du Commissaire aux langues officielles.
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Retired math teacher beats the odds, wins jackpot
By BARRY RAISON, SUN MEDIA
Last Updated: 3rd July 2009, 2:47am
BROCKVILLE -- Retired teacher Bruce McLeod knew the odds of striking it
rich were against him.
“I knew it was possible, but as a math teacher I knew better than most how outrageously unlikely it was,” McLeod, of Gananoque,
told Sun Media during a telephone interview from the Ontario Lottery and Gaming (OLG) prize centre in Toronto on Thursday, as
he picked up a $4,184,965 jackpot.
His numbers came up in Saturday’s Lotto 649 draw. He plays using the Lotto Advance subscription service and doesn’t even
check his numbers. He knows that a cheque will arrive in the mail if he wins.
But McLeod, 61, received a call on Monday from OLG informing him he’d won the jackpot.
His reaction?
“I’d certainly have to say astonishment ranks right up there, as well as elation.”
McLeod, who taught at Athens District High School and Rideau District High School, used to buy tickets as part of a group. When
he retired in 2001, he decided to continue to play his numbers via the subscription service. He plays the same combination of
numbers, derived from family birthdays and random numbers.
“I’ve never really won anything up to now,” McLeod said.
“It’s a good thing I’m retired, because I’m a former mathematics teacher and I’d have to explain this to my statistics and probability
class.”
The big win will allow McLeod’s wife, Marian, to retire. The couple has two grown sons, Andrew and William. Beyond doing some
travelling and home improvements, the McLeods aren’t sure what they’ll do with their windfall.
“We’re really going to take some time to think. This is really life-altering,” McLeod said
It’s been an emotional few days for McLeod. His brother and his family were in a serious car accident on the weekend. McLeod
says the relief he felt on learning they escaped serious injury outweighs the joy he felt on learning of the lottery win.
Nonetheless, the magnitude of the lottery win is starting to sink in.
“My wife and I have trouble, we can’t stop grinning.”
wb.raison@recorder.ca
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Many students need help
By KERRY THOMPSON, SUN MEDIA
Last Updated: 2nd July 2009, 6:41pm
A new scholarship program for children of fallen Canadian soldiers might
recognize the sacrifice these military members made, but it makes one wonder if the children of soldiers killed in the line of duty
should be any more entitled to free university tuition than students who lose parents in other ways?
Project Hero will soon launch at a number of Canadian universities, including the University of Ottawa, offering free tuition for four
years and free residence for one year to children of military members killed in active duty.
Financial assistance for children of fallen soldiers, however, would be better administered by the Canadian Forces — many
businesses offer scholarships to children of employees — and not by universities, where any number of students can face the
same financial and emotional hardships Project Hero aims to recognize. The Department of National Defence already offers some
financial assistance for post-secondary education for the children of military members.
Students who have lost a military parent undoubtedly go through a tough time and might face financial issues. But so do many
other students who lose a parent.
University of Calgary Vice-Provost Ann Tierney told one media outlet this week the scholarships would hopefully allow students to
fulfil their dreams “by making a university education possible after suffering such a loss.”
Of course military members make a great contribution. And while this will affect a very small number of students — something for
which we should be grateful; the less students affected the less military members who have died — universities need to make sure
that all students who suffer losses, and perhaps even greater financial hardships than students from military families, are treated in
the same compassionate manner.
Of course there is national sadness when we hear a Canadian soldier has been lost. And you can argue the students impacted by
this new program are the children of people who lost their lives serving our country. But no student should be made to feel the
parent they lost made any less of a contribution, nor that they’re less deserving of help from their university, because of what that
parent did for a living.
— Kerry Thompson
kerry.thompson@sunmedia.ca
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Battle over education enters a whole new phase
By JOHN SNOBELEN, SUN MEDIA
Last Updated: 26th June 2009, 4:35pm
My favourite definition of a leader is someone who causes an action’s time
to come.
Dr. Charles Pascal’s report on full-day kindergarten represents that kind of leadership.
When Premier Dalton McGuinty asked Pascal to investigate how to implement full-day senior and junior kindergarten, he set the
fox amongst the chickens. The sector is seized with turf wars that make the Middle East seem almost tranquil. As in most wars, the
victims are the children.
Schools are the battleground in this war and teachers control most of the turf. But you need a scorecard to keep track of the
potential conflicts.
The education sector is split into linguistic and religious camps. The children’s services industry is spread over several different
ministries with significant overlap and layered with municipal, regional and provincial authority. It’s a mess and everyone involved
seems totally committed to one clear objective — protect thy turf.
Enter Pascal, the fox.
For at least a couple of decades, a quiet struggle to define and control early childhood education (ECE) has been brewing within
competing sectors.
Some define ECE as glorified babysitting — an unwelcome and unnecessary addition to public education. Teacher unions believe
that everything that happens after the snipping of the umbilical cord is education and the rightful domain of teachers (just not
during their summer vacations).
Pascal doesn’t split the difference. His report challenges both camps.
The fundamental promise of public education is to provide a fair chance in life for all kids. Mountains of studies confirm the obvious
— kids who start school behind their classmates rarely catch up. It’s a point hammered home in Malcolm Gladwell’s recent
bestselling book, Outliers.
Pascal’s report is grounded on the premise that for public education to fulfil its mandate and ensure every kid gets a fair start,
schools must be transformed into family centres. This doesn’t seem all that revolutionary at first blush. Why not provide family and
children’s services in school? Why not create a seamless integration of education and child care?
Why not? Because the education system is better at protecting turf than playing well with others. This is a sector that celebrates
the occasional mingling of Catholic and public school kids on the same bus with the awe and wonder normally reserved for events
like Neil Armstrong stepping onto the lunar surface. It is a system that rarely manages to combine municipal and school libraries. In
many neighbourhoods you can find Catholic, public and municipal lawnmowers cutting adjoining lawns.
So the notion of actually breaking down the barriers and creating parent-friendly schools seems absurd. Ministries would need to
surrender turf — when was the last time that happened? Schools would be open, and learning would take place, all year long.
Catholic education administrators would see the scope of their control over schools diminished. Schools would offer a mix of
commercial (user pay) services and universal public programs. Teachers would no longer be the only professionals engaged in
teaching. Does any of this sound easy?
And if all that seems daunting, consider that year-round schools would need to be dependable. The closure of day-care centres in
Toronto during the current civic workers’ strike underscores the need for schools to be strike-free zones.
It’s a lot to swallow and it’s really just the beginning. The notion of school as a family centre creates questions around the role of
private sector pre-school, home schooling and the emerging Internet-based learning programs for young children. The times, and
our notions of what a school is, are a-changing.
Pascal may have put to rest the old questions about babysitting versus education. He has clearly made a solid case for more
public investment in ECE.
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But one question remains: Can the report actually be implemented? Will ministries, teachers, administrators and all of the assorted
unions give up some turf and play nice with each other?
Pascal believes they will. He thinks the possibility of giving every kid a fair shot at life is more compelling than the fear of change.
One thing is certain — the battle over ECE has entered a whole new phase.
john.snobelen@sunmedia.ca
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Food inspection agency recalls beef
CANWEST NEWS SERVICE

JULY 2, 2009

The Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) has issued a recall and E. coli warning for certain lean ground beef products.
Photograph by: Justin Sullivan, Getty Images

OTTAWA -- The public were warned Wednesday not to consume certain President’s Choice fresh beef
products because they might be tainted with E. coli.
President’s Choice steaks, roasts and ground beef with best before dates of April 29 to June 16, 2009
inclusive are affected by this alert, the Canadian Food Inspection Agency said.
Affected products were distributed in Ontario, Quebec and Atlantic Canada at a number of grocery
stores.
The CFIA said the fresh beef products were sold pre-packaged in variable weights as well as from instore meat counters.
Consumers were being advised to check their freezers and throw out any of the PC beef products.
The CFIA warned that food tainted with E. coli may not look or smell spoiled.
Eating food contaminated with E. coli can cause serious and potentially life-threatening illnesses.
There have not yet been any reported illnesses in Canada associated with the consumption of these
products.
© Copyright (c) Canwest News Service
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Doctors condemn 'swine flu parties' for children
BY SHARON KIRKEY, CANWEST NEWS SERVICE

JULY 3, 2009 7:01 AM

Leading health experts are throwing cold water on Internet-based discussions suggesting "swine-flu
parties" as a way to build immunity in children in case the virus mutates into something more severe.
The idea of bringing children with the flu together with others is "a very dangerous practice," Canada's
chief public health officer, Dr. David Butler-Jones, said Thursday. While most infections, so far, have
caused mild disease, "you cannot predict which child will get seriously ill and die," Butler-Jones said
from an international meeting in Mexico on the H1N1 influenza.
"Who wants to have that party, and have that as a consequence? There is no guarantee as to how this
virus will evolve. But certainly, trying to get infected at this time is potentially very dangerous."
Reports have surfaced of people discussing, in online forums, plans for swine-flu parties.
The parties are based on the belief that if a person gets a mild version of the virus now, he or she may
become less likely to contract a more deadly strain in the next wave of the pandemic.
The idea stems from "pox parties" that were popular before a chickenpox vaccine became available.
The idea was to expose children to chickenpox in an attempt to give them immunity to the disease,
reducing their risk of getting chickenpox when they were older, when symptoms can be much worse.
Health experts say the idea of throwing a swine-flu party with the same goal in mind is just a bad idea.
"I've got two kids. I wouldn't expose them to this virus," says Dr. David Patrick, director of epidemiology
at the B.C. Centre for Disease Control.
"The logic behind it is, people are saying, 'This virus could change and become more virulent, so get
exposed to it when it's mild'," Patrick says. But there is no sign of a "whole raft of crazy mutations going
on."
So far, from a genetic standpoint, the virus appears to be more or less stable, he says. It would take a
significant genetic change to increase virulence, "and that typically doesn't happen too fast."
"We're well along in terms of vaccine production, so it's very likely that, by the fall, or at least the late
fall, vaccine will be available for Canadians against this strain, which will be a much preferred option
than taking the risk of exposing your kid to a live infection," Patrick says.
Reports of swine-flu parties emerged this week in the British media. The founder of mumsnet.com, a
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parenting website, told BBC Radio she didn't know whether any actual swine-flu gatherings have taken
place, but parents are discussing it. Later, she posted that "a lot of Mumsnetters had suggested that it
would be a good idea to catch the strain now," before the virus mutates, supplies of anti-viral drug
Tamiflu run out, or health services become strained. "I also said many other Mumsnetters would rather
run for the hills than be exposed to swine flu, but that it wasn't irrational to want to get your exposure in
sooner rather than later."
In May, Richard Besser, the acting head of the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention,
warned against deliberately exposing people to the virus. And one of the senior people in charge of
fighting Toronto's SARS outbreak in 2003 questions why any parent would want to take the risk.
"That you would deliberately take a risk with your child now, because it might avoid a theoretical risk in
the future, seems like really odd behaviour, because that's what you're doing," says Dr. Allison
McGeer, director of infection control at Toronto's Mount Sinai Hospital.
"We may be concerned that there may be more severe disease in the fall. It's not impossible, but it's
not necessarily likely," she says. "1918-19 (the Spanish flu pandemic) has happened only once in the
history of the world, and it seems unlikely that it's going to happen again.
The Public Health Agency of Canada warned this week that serious cases are occurring in previously
healthy people, where the infection rapidly progressed to severe illness requiring ventilators.
Young children are also "probably the most important vectors" for spreading the disease to others,
Patrick says, including people at high risk for complications, such as adults and children with underlying
asthma, diabetes and other medical conditions, as well as pregnant women.
© Copyright (c) The Ottawa Citizen
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Aboriginals vulnerable to H1N1: report
CANWEST NEWS SERVICE

JULY 3, 2009

Dr. Michael Gracey, a medical adviser to Unity of First People of Australia, an aboriginal non-profit
organization, and the author of a study to be published in the next issue of the medical journal Lancet,
suggests that the world's almost 400 million indigenous peoples -- including about 1.2 million in
Canada -- are particularly at risk for contracting swine flu because they often live in remote,
impoverished communities with limited access to medical infrastructure.
First Nations communities in Manitoba and northern Ontario have already been hit by the highly
communicable H1N1 virus.
© Copyright (c) The Ottawa Citizen
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Keeping cool this summer should be no sweat
Ontario, Quebec face cooler-than-normal temperatures
BY TOM SPEARS, THE OTTAWA CITIZEN

JULY 3, 2009

Environment Canada updated its summer forecast on Canada Day, but there's not a lot to celebrate.
The weather gurus see a chill coming to Ontario and staying for the summer.
All this comes on top of a summer that's already too short. It begins with no holiday weekend to start
July, and the kids have to be back in school on Sept. 1, a week ahead of Labour Day. Back-to-school
sales should pop up any day now.
The nationwide picture shows all of Ontario and southern Quebec will be below average in
temperature, while the three western provinces will be warmer.
But take heart, says David Phillips, the department's senior climatologist. It will keep the smog down.
Beside, he adds, the forecast may be all wrong. Environment Canada says its seasonal forecasts for
our part of Canada have been correct about 45 per cent of the time -- better than they could achieve by
guessing, but not rock-solid.
"We said that June was going to be cooler than normal," he notes. That turned out to be correct,
especially in the first half of the month, which was "probably several degrees cooler than normal.
"But it was comfortably cool," and there were few smog problems.
Rain was light, but fell often. (We got 70 millimetres of rain spread over 13 days, down from the
average of 85 mm.)
But during the past week, and looking forward for another week, everything has changed.
"We've been stuck in this pattern, and I call it the Curse of the Weather Office, that we call a cold low.
"That's a low-pressure area that sits over Ontario or Quebec and just spins around," Phillips said.
Usually our weather crosses the country from west to east. This time the same swirl of cool, cloudy air
has been circling Ontario and hovering, like a seagull around a chip wagon.
The forecast is for another week of the same.
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"We're always better when the weather hits and runs," he said. "What's worse, and what spoils
holidays, and was the mark of last summer, is this cold low. It's like an unwanted house guest that sits
around and gives you this frustrating weather."
Why frustrating?
Because it keeps changing, he says.
Canada Day, for instance, didn't have real rain in Ottawa, "but it kept threatening, and clouding over,
and clearing up. It's just fickle and fitful. I think we'd rather not have that kind, where weather's
changing every hour."
"If you look at the next seven days, there are showers in the forecast every day. It will spoil holidays
and bring the Monopoly games out. On holidays, this is the type of air you don't want. You want the
Bermuda high that will pump warm, moist air farther north."
The longer term is influenced by the jet stream. That's the high-level wind that separates warm
southern air from cool northern air. Normally we're far south of it in summer -- on its warm side. This
year it's much closer to us. That's a factor in the long-term cool forecast.
"But it's not like April-cool. It's July-cool," Phillips says. Normally our afternoon high should be 26 or 27
(degrees), "so it may be 24 or 25, so it won't be jacket weather."
The good news: July looks a little drier than normal in the long run, and the smog level should stay low.
"I don't think people should find this the bummer of a summer" -- which is what he called last summer in
his year-end list of weather stories for 2008.
"I don't think a forecast of cooler temperatures is necessarily as bleak as it sounds."
Besides, "you can always count on the fact that we may not get it right. I would never bet a lot of
money on the seasonal forecast."
If there's a glimmer of hope for the week to come, it lies in the fact that Ottawa is just on the edge of the
wet weather. Toronto's forecast (as of Thursday afternoon) showed a week of sunshine, "so that cold
low is starting to just inch out of the province," and we could catch a break if it moves a little faster.
© Copyright (c) The Ottawa Citizen
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