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Le vaccin contre la grippe saisonnière maintenant disponible  
par Kristina Brazeau  
Voir tous les articles de Kristina Brazeau 
Article mis en ligne le 3 décembre 2009 à 12:25  
Soyez le premier à commenter cet article 

Les cliniques de vaccination de Santé publique Ottawa (SPO) offrent dès aujourd’hui le vaccin contre la 
grippe saisonnière en plus du vaccin contre la grippe H1N1. «Nous vivons une saison de la grippe 
unique, où une souche H1N1 prédominante et imprévisible de grippe se mêle à d'autres souches de la 
grippe saisonnière, affirme le Dr Isra Levy, médecin chef en santé publique d'Ottawa. Avec l'arrivée du 
vaccin contre la grippe saisonnière, nous pouvons maintenant offrir à tous les résidents une protection 
encore plus complète contre la grippe cette année.» 
 
Le vaccin contre la grippe saisonnière, expédié par la province cette semaine, sera également offert 
dans les cabinets des médecins, comme chaque année. Environ 250 médecins ont aussi demandé et 
reçu de SPO des doses du vaccin contre la grippe H1N1. 
 
«Les résidents peuvent recevoir les deux vaccins à nos cliniques en une seule visite», poursuit le Dr 
Levy.  
 
SPO continue d'encourager tous les résidents qui n'ont pas encore reçu le vaccin contre la grippe 
H1N1 à se faire vacciner. Même si l'activité de la grippe H1N1 a diminué, elle circule toujours dans la 
collectivité et l'activité grippale est plus élevée que la normale pour cette période de l'année. 
 
SPO a aussi annoncé un changement dans le fonctionnement de toutes ses cliniques à compter de 
jeudi. La distribution de bracelets s'effectuera maintenant à toutes les cliniques de la Ville une heure 
avant leur ouverture. 
 
Pour obtenir une liste des cliniques de vaccination, visitez www.ottawa.ca ou composez le 613-580-
6744. (K.B.)  
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Plus de 6,2 millions $ pour les programmes de santé de La Cité 
collégiale  

par Stéphane Jobin  
Voir tous les articles de Stéphane Jobin 
Article mis en ligne le 3 décembre 2009 à 17:26  
Soyez le premier à commenter cet article 

Un montant de 6 202 971$ a été accordé jeudi 
matin à La Cité collégiale (LCC) afin d’aider le 
collège à former davantage d’étudiants dans 
le domaine de la santé. La somme octroyée 
par le gouvernement fédéral fait partie des 
174,3 millions $ de financement annoncés le 
mois dernier et dont l’objectif est d’aider à 
développer des initiatives liées à la santé des 
communautés francophones et anglophones 
en situation minoritaire. 
 
La Cité collégiale, plus grand collège 
francophone d’arts appliqués et de 
technologie de l’Ontario offrant des 
programmes de formation dans le domaine de 
la santé, est aussi membre du Consortium 
national de formation en santé. Celui-ci 
représente 11 collèges et universités hors 
Québec offrant des études en français dans 
divers programmes de formation en santé. 
 
Grâce à cet octroi, l’institution travaillera avec le Consortium afin de recruter et former des étudiants et 
des professeurs dans le secteur de la santé, maintenir et améliorer l’accès à cette formation, 
promouvoir la recherche liée à la formation en santé et l’accès aux services de santé en français. 
 
Ultimement, le gouvernement espère que ces diplômés fassent augmenter le nombre de professionnels 
offrant des services de santé dans les communautés francophones.  

Dans l’ordre habituel, Jocelyne Lalonde, 
directrice générale du Consortium national de 

formation en santé, Pierre Lemieux, député 
fédéral de Glengarry-Prescott-Russell, et Andrée 

Lortie, présidente de La Cité collégiale. Photo: 
Courtoisie  
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La CCN dévoile la programmation pour le relais de la flamme  
par Kristina Brazeau  
Voir tous les articles de Kristina Brazeau 
Article mis en ligne le 3 décembre 2009 à 15:28  
Soyez le premier à commenter cet article 

Alors que la flamme olympique arrivera dans 
la région d’Ottawa-Gatineau le 12 décembre 
prochain pour une durée de quatre jours, la 
Commission de la capitale nationale (CCN) a 
dévoilé la programmation des célébrations 
artistiques du relais de la flamme, cet après-
midi. La programmation mettra notamment en 
vedette des artistes de renommée 
internationale comme Gregory Charles et Tom 
Cochrane.  
 
L’arrivée de la flamme coïncide aussi avec la 
cérémonie officielle de la 25e édition du 
programme Les lumières de Noël au Canada. 
Pour l’occasion, plus de 300 000 lumières multicolores dont 200 000 à faibles consommation d’énergie 
seront allumées à travers la capitale tous les soirs jusqu’au 2 janvier.  
 
Plus de détails dans L’Express du 10 décembre. (K.B.)  
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Too soon to call end to flu 
WHO officials press for continued co-operation 
 

BY SHARON KIRKEY, CANWEST NEWS SERVICE DECEMBER 4, 2009  
 

 

It is too soon to decide whether to declare the H1N1 pandemic over, World Health Organization 
officials said Thursday. 

While the number of infections and deaths are falling in Canada and the U.S., "that's still not true for 
the entire Northern Hemisphere," and it is impossible to know now whether the spring will bring a third 
wave of infection, Dr. Feiji Fukuda, special adviser to the WHO director-general on pandemic influenza 
said in a press briefing. 

Eight months into the first flu pandemic of the 21st century, "it's clear that it continues to evolve and 
pose new challenges and raise new concerns, and that we continue to face ongoing uncertainties 
about the pandemic," Fukuda said. 

"In the face of this, WHO strongly emphasizes that continued global co-operation is really the essential 
basis for fighting this pandemic, and not just this pandemic, but also future global public health 
challenges." 

Most flu activity is concentrated in the Northern Hemisphere, where activity levels are "up and down," 
depending on the region, Fukuda said. 

"Overall, it's too early to say whether activity is peaking in the Northern Hemisphere, and, at this point, 
it is also not possible to predict what we are going to be seeing in the spring time." 

And while new estimates suggest H1N1 is, overall, no more deadly than regular seasonal influenza, 
Fukuda warned that it is premature to declare how H1N1 will stack up against past pandemics. 

This week, the University of Minnesota's Center for Infectious Disease Research and Policy reported 
that U.S. government officials have estimated that the case fatality rate for H1N1 -- the percentage of 
people who get infected and die from it -- is 0.018 per cent, "about 100-fold lower than the two per cent 
CRF in the pandemic of 1918-19." 

The case fatality ratio -- the proportion of people with the disease who will die from it -- of regular 
seasonal flu is pegged at around 0.1 per cent. 

"From the very beginning of the pandemic we have pointed out repeatedly that we don't really know 
what the future is going to bring," Fukuda said. "We still haven't fully gone through the pandemic, and it 
is possible there could be unexpected events that occur as we continue to go through. 
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"It is quite possible to have a pandemic on the milder side, and if we are experiencing that, and the 
number of serious cases is kept down, then it's something for which we should all be thankful," Fukuda 
said. 

He said WHO will seek "the best possible technical and scientific assessments of where we are" and 
consult with other bodies before deciding when to declare the pandemic over. 

More than 150 million doses of vaccine have now been distributed in about 40 or more countries. So 
far, no unexpected safety issues have emerged, Fukuda says. 

He also said there is nothing to suggest H1N1 is becoming widely resistant to the flu drug, Tamiflu, 
despite reports of 96 Tamiflu resistant viruses among several countries. 

"We do not see widespread resistance to oseltamivir (Tamiflu) anywhere," he said. 

- - - 

Read factsheets, Q&As, and the latest details on our comprehensive H1N1 minisite online at 
ottawacitizen.com/flu 

© Copyright (c) The Ottawa Citizen 
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Catholic board grads more likely to attend university, 
college 
Study finds fewer public board students go beyond high school 
 

BY JOANNE LAUCIUS, THE OTTAWA CITIZEN DECEMBER 4, 2009  
 

 

Ottawa's Catholic school graduates were more likely to go to college or university than their public 
board counterparts, a sweeping study that tracked Ontario high school graduates has concluded. 

Alan King, professor emeritus at Queen's University faculty of education, traced 750,000 recent 
graduates in the study. Then he and his colleagues sliced the figures a number of ways, including by 
region and school board. 

King found that 30.8 per cent of the Ottawa Catholic board students went on to university and 16.7 per 
cent went on to college -- a total of 47.5 per cent. At the public board, 27.1 per cent registered in 
university and 9.4 per cent registered at college, for a total of 36.5 per cent. 

"When you add college and university together there's a huge difference," said King. 

The pattern held true in many other parts of the province. The York Catholic board sent 56.1 per cent of 
its graduates to post-secondary education compared to 45.7 per cent at the York public board. 
Meanwhile, 38.6 per cent of the Toronto Catholic board graduates went on to post-secondary 
education compared to 34 per cent at the public board -- although the Toronto Catholic board was 
more heavily weighted to college admissions. 

In all, seven of the top eight boards for post-secondary admissions were Catholic, including the sixth-
place Ottawa Catholic board. 

The board is third from the top when it comes to applications to college and universities among the 44 
"southern Ontario" boards, with 60.9 per cent of graduates applying. The Ottawa public board was 
13th, with 49 per cent. 

The next step is to find out why, said King. (Both the Catholic and the public board declined a Citizen 
request for an interview, saying administrators had not had time to analyse the study findings.) 

King is at a loss for explanations himself -- although he does have an explanation for why 60 per cent 
of Ontario students enrolled in first-year college programs spent a year or more in the workplace. 

Parents, teachers and schools often push the university option. High school students start out on the 
university track, only to discover too late that they're not suited. About 30 per cent of students do a fifth 
year at high school. Others drift into work and find it a disappointing experience. 
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This creates a Catch-22 situation for schools. With so many students expecting to go to university, the 
numbers aren't high enough for schools to offer a wide range of courses for college-bound students. 

"So many plan to go to university that it affects programming," said King. "The system has to serve kids 
in terms of the courses they want." 

Meanwhile, pressure from parents to go to university is "immense," said King. 

The researchers interviewed more than 200 recent high school leavers, both those who were in the 
workplace and those who had gone to college. 

"In Grade 12 we only had universities come into the school, so it seemed like it was the only choice you 
should be making," a recent graduate told the researchers. "And also just the stigma attached -- if you 
go to college you won't be as bright as university students." 

Another told the researchers of the role parental pressure played in her high school choices. 

"My mom is, like, 'No, you are taking academic courses, you have to go to university, you have to do 
this career ...' Do I get to do what I want to do or do I have to do what my mom wants? I get confused. 
Then I end up taking what she wants and then I fail." 

King's study came to other intriguing conclusions about Ottawa: 

n About 69 per cent of Ottawa students applying to college applied only to local colleges. It's obvious 
that applicants in Ottawa "have a strong interest in remaining in their own community." 

n Both Toronto and Ottawa are short of university and college spaces for qualified students. 

"There are some kids who tried to get in and couldn't get in," said King. "And these people are, for the 
most part, qualified." 

n In a few boards, including the Ottawa public board, there are large differences between the 
proportion of students who go to college and university. 

"We have never had a study of this magnitude with students coming out of high school," said Linda 
Franklin, president and CEO of Colleges Ontario, which represents the province's 24 community 
colleges and helped fund King's study along with other education bodies, including the Ministry of 
Training, Colleges and Universities. 

Students interested in going on to college often can't get the high school courses they need or end 

up taking courses that push them on a university-bound track, said Franklin. 
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In many cases, high schools stream students into university-level courses when they should really be 
looking at college. It's an important issue as Ontario moves out of a recession and into a labour 
shortage, she said. 

Franklin also can't explain why Catholic boards are sending more graduates on to post-secondary 
education. 

"It's clear right through the province. It needs to be investigated." 

© Copyright (c) The Ottawa Citizen 
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 Copyright © 2009 Ottawa Sun All Rights Reserved

The Crown is fighting a former Carleton University professor’s bid to 
call witnesses at his extradition hearing to counter French prosecutors’ evidence he was involved in a deadly 1980 
terrorist bombing in Paris. 

Lawyers for Hassan Diab, 56, are arguing this week that they should be able to call expert witnesses at the January 
hearing to assail French handwriting analysis and secret intelligence reports.  

The evidence is part of what one lawyer for the Attorney General of Canada described as a circumstantial but strong 
case against Diab, who’s accused of killing four people with a bomb-laden motorcycle outside a synagogue. 

Lawyers for the attorney general, acting on behalf of France, argued Thursday that Superior Court Justice Robert 
Maranger’s role is a narrow one — to determine whether a jury could convict Diab based on the evidence gathered by 
French authorities. 

They said there’s only a small “window” for the defence to dispute the evidence.  

“They use the window and turn it into a patio door,” lawyer Matthew Williams argued.  

“The right to challenge is limited under the extradition process because guilt or innocence is not to be determined 
here,” he later argued. “It is to be determined by the French courts.” 

The Crown’s position is that none of the nine witnesses the defence proposes to call be heard at the hearing, which 
will consider evidence “certified” by France.  

Lawyer Claude LeFrancois, also representing the attorney general, argued Maranger is quite capable of weighing it 
alone.  

“This is what you do — determine if evidence is reliable,” he said.  

French officials say the Lebanese-born Canadian’s handwriting matches the bomber’s and that intelligence sources tie 
him to the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine and the crime. 

If Maranger finds a jury could convict Diab, it’s up to the federal justice minister to make the final call on extradition.  

megan.gillis@sunmedia.ca 

 
  

Prof wants to challenge proof in Diab case 
By MEGAN GILLIS, COURTS BUREAU 

Last Updated: 4th December 2009, 8:14am 
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 Copyright © 2009 Ottawa Sun All Rights Reserved

OTTAWA — Washing our hands, coughing into our sleeves and 
keeping some distance from other people when ill helped slow the spread of H1N1, says the lead author of a new 
study in the Canadian Medical Association Journal.  

The study of lab-confirmed cases of H1N1 in Ontario during the “first wave” of the pandemic last spring showed a high 
transmission rate: For every one person affected, 1.31 other people caught the flu.  

With no strategies to combat its growth, anywhere between 40% and 60% of Canadians would have eventually got 
H1N1, said Dr. David Fisman, associate professor, infectious diseases epidemiology at the University of Toronto’s 
Dalla Lana School of Public Health.  

The good news for Canadians was that the number — called a “basic reproductive number” — was low. An epidemic 
peters out when the rate of transmission drops below one. In the case of H1N1, it began to do so in the fall.  

Fisman attributed that to people changing their behaviour.  

“Doctors start prescribing antivirals, hand sanitizer sales go up, people start moving away from folks on the bus who 
are coughing.  

“My best bet is that our mitigation strategies were useful,” Fisman said.  

christina.spencer@sunmedia.ca  

 
  

CMAJ: 'Social distancing' slowed spread of H1N1 
By CHRISTINA SPENCER - SUN MEDIA 

Last Updated: 3rd December 2009, 8:43pm 
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