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Teachers achètera les activités 
d’assurances hypothécaires d’AIG  

6 janvier 2010 Le Droit LA PRESSE CANADIENNE 

TORONTO — Le Régime de retraite des enseignants de l’Ontario (Teachers) est à la tête d’un 
consortium qui s’apprête à mettre la main sur les activités canadiennes d’assurances hypothécaires 
d’American International Group. Une porte-parole de Teachers a indiqué hier que United Guaranty 
Mortgage Insurance Company, une filiale d’AIG, était sur le point d’accroître sa part de marché. 
Teachers serait intéressé par le marché canadien des assurances hypothécaires, un secteur en pleine 
croissance. United Guaranty Canada est le deuxième assureur hypothécaire privé en importance au 
Canada. AIG, un des principaux assureurs de la planète, cherche à vendre plusieurs actifs pour 
rembourser le gouvernement américain, qui lui a prêté plus de 180 milliards$ l’an dernier. Le secteur de 
l’assurance hypothécaire est en pleine croissance parce que le marché canadien de l’immobilier 
demeure robuste et que la valeur des maisons augmente. Teachers est un des plus importants 
investisseurs privés du monde, avec des actifs d’une valeur nette de 87,4 milliards $ à la fin de l’an 
dernier.  

Printed and distributed by NewpaperDirect | www.newspaperdirect.com, US/Can: 1.877.980.4040, Intern: 800.6364.6364 | Copyright and 
protected by applicable law.  
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They won’t get gold medals for it, but when 300 police foundation 
students from La Cite Collegiale go to the Olympic Games in Vancouver next month, the jobs they'll do will be crucial 
to keeping the athletes safe.  

The students were chosen by Contemporary Security Canada (CSC), the organization created to provide security 
screening services at the Games.  

Police foundation professor Paul St-Onge has been working on the project for 18 months, first applying to the agency 
and then hosting a job fair for the CSC last September.  

“It’s pretty awesome,” he said. “Our field placement usually takes place in April, but we were able to move it up for the 
Olympics.”  

La Cite Collegiale is the only post-secondary institution in the country the CSC recruited, primarily because all the 
students are bilingual. They’ll be joined by others from the school’s security management, radio broadcasting, 
photography, paramedic and recreation management programs.  

“They’ll be acting as screeners and supervisors,” St-Onge said. “It will be exactly like what you see at airports. They’ll 
be checking baggage and operating metal detectors and the hand-held wands.”  

The students will all receive airfare, accommodations, uniforms and meals while earning a salary.  

Pascal Mainville, 20, will be working as a supervisor liaising with the RCMP on a continuous basis. He said the job will 
present challenges, but the reward will be more than worth it.  

“Every day will be different. I’ll be in charge of a group, so if they have questions or complaints they will come to me 
and if I can’t fix it I’ll then go to the RCMP. I’ll be working side by side with them.”  

Mainville, who will be graduating at the end of the next semester, said working security at the Olympics is a dream.  

“I’m counting down the days. I was telling my girlfriend that when I was about 13 years old Vancouver was awarded 
the Games and I thought that was cool because I’d be 20 then and I’d get to see it. I never thought I’d be working it.”  

Students will leave in intervals Feb. 3, 10 and 12. The Games will officially open Feb. 12.  

scott.taylor@sunmedia.ca  

 
  

Police students headed to the Olympics 
By SCOTT TAYLOR, OTTAWA SUN 

Last Updated: 6th January 2010, 7:44am 

Autos Careers Classifieds Homes 

Ottawa Seniors 
New retirement residences in Ottawa 
1 and 2 bedroom apartments.  
www.AlaVidaLifestyles.com 

COLD-FX and the Olympics 
COLD-FX, the official cold & flu
remedy of the 2010 Winter Oly
www.COLD-FX.ca 

Page 1 sur 1Police students headed to the Olympics | Ottawa and Region | News | Ottawa Sun

2010-01-06http://www.ottawasun.com/news/ottawa/2010/01/05/12354986.html



Body scanners to boost airport security 
U.S.-bound travellers will soon be subject to controversial safety 
measures in Ottawa 

 

BY DAVE ROGERS AND MIKE DE SOUZA, THE OTTAWA CITIZEN AND CANWEST NEWS SERVICE JANUARY 6, 
2010  

 

 

Every day about 30 flights leave Ottawa International Airport for the United States. At this time of year, 
thousands of passengers are travelling on those planes with dreams of warm weather and sandy 
beaches. 

That reverie is about to be disturbed as individuals travelling on U.S.-bound flights leaving Ottawa will 
soon be subject to full-body scans or pat-downs under new rules announced Tuesday by Transport 
Minister John Baird. 

Baird said 11 scanners that employ radio waves to show images of passengers' bodies through their 
clothing will arrive in Canada next week and 33 more scanners ordered from L-3 Communications 
Holdings Inc. in New York City are expected to arrive in six to 10 weeks. 

Details about the impact of the new screening procedures remain somewhat sketchy. 

Federal officials did not say how many scanners will be installed at the Ottawa airport or how long the 
machines will take to check passengers. The manufacturer claims the scanning booths can handle 300 
to 600 people an hour. 

Krista Kealey, a spokeswoman for the Ottawa International Airport, said about 30 U.S.-bound flights a 
day will be affected by the scanning requirement, but couldn't say how much time passengers should 
allow for screening. 

The scanners are designed to detect concealed weapons, explosives, drugs and other contraband 
using radio waves. They are used in 19 U.S. cities and are to be installed this month at Amsterdam's 
Schiphol Airport, a major European gateway. 

Baird said Transport Canada has ordered the scanners because there is no higher government priority 
than the safety of its citizens. 

"We know that there are individuals committed to carrying out acts of terrorism against our country and 
against our allies," Baird said. "And we know that we must remain vigilant." 

The minister said he recognizes that lineups for U.S.-bound flights have been long, but it is necessary 
to take additional steps to protect passengers. 
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Rob Merrifield, minister of state for transport, said 95 per cent of passengers at Kelowna Airport, where 
the technology was tested, preferred the scanners to a physical search. 

Screening officers will examine passenger images in a separate room and will have no contact with the 
people who are scanned. The officers will have no personal information about the passengers and the 
images will be automatically deleted afterwards. 

Children under 18 will be exempt from scans. 

Merrifield said the scans can detect plastic knives and plastic explosives, while current metal detectors 
do not. He said Health Canada has determined that the energy used in the scans is one ten-
thousandth of that transmitted by a cellphone. 

The government will also issue a request for proposals for passenger behaviour screening services at 
major Canadian airports, Merrifield said. He said such screening would be used to detect passengers 
showing suspicious behaviour that could be caused by fear. 

Patrick Charette, a Transport Canada spokesman, said the scanners will be used in Halifax, Montreal, 
Ottawa, Toronto, Winnipeg, Regina, Calgary, Edmonton and Vancouver. 

The U.S. Transportation Security Administration last weekend imposed enhanced screening 
procedures for U.S.-bound passengers from 14 countries. Charette said Transport Canada was aware 
of the new regulations, but would not say which Canadians will have to submit to pat-downs or full-body 
scans. 

"Right now this is for U.S.-bound passengers until further notice," Charette said. "As we go along we 
will reassess the threat. I can't tell you how long it will take for screening. The delays will depend on the 
lineups." 

Ron McAdam, the manager of new technology for the Canadian Air Transport Security Authority, said 
the images of passengers' bodies will not be blurred. He said it will take about five days to train staff to 
use the scanners. 

The 44 full-body scanners to be used in Canada will cost $250,000 each. 

The government said it believed the scanners could prevent threats such as a recent incident involving 
a passenger on a U.S.-bound flight who allegedly tried to detonate an explosive on board the aircraft 
on Dec. 25. Critics have said this type of equipment would not have been effective in that case. 

Although passengers on U.S.-bound flights will have the choice between a physical search or passing 
through the machine for secondary screening, Baird said some suspicious travellers would have no 
choice about undergoing the virtual strip search. 
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"If you show up and you're in a T-shirt that says 'suicide bomber' on the front of it ... you're exhibiting 
strange behaviour and the pat-down is deemed to be insufficient, then you could very well be called 
upon to go in the scanner," he said. 

Some advocates have suggested the government is using the recent incident to justify its plans to 
introduce the machines -- which could invade personal privacy -- without ensuring they actually 
improve airport security. 

"It has not been properly debated, and it has not been properly vetted by independent security 
experts," said Micheal Vonn, a policy director at the B.C. Civil Liberties Association. "It has been 
pushed by all kinds of interests, including billion-dollar security technology interests and we do know 
that there are other kinds of body scanners that are much less privacy invasive that are not being 
viewed properly in the mix of the decision-making at all." 

Vonn said the association also feared the government would eventually make the scans mandatory. 

However, the office of the federal privacy commissioner said it was fully consulted on the plan and 
believes the new systems strike a balance that protects individual Canadians. 

"Most importantly there is no correlation between image and identity," said Chantal Bernier, the 
assistant federal privacy commissioner. "The officer who has seen the image, does not see the 
passenger." 

Bernier said the government provided a report on the effectiveness of the technology and protection of 
privacy, and would not be able to impose mandatory screening of passengers without doing an 
additional assessment on how it would protect privacy. 

One security expert says the government's plan still has a gaping loophole since it has not increased 
screening on employees who work at airports such as baggage handlers, mechanics and caterers. 

"You don't need to go through security with these chemicals to get them before you get on the plane," 
said Liberal Senator Colin Kenny, chairman of the national security and defence committee in the 
Senate. "People can walk up from the ramp and hand it to you." 

But he added the machines would be more effective than physical searches if they are applied to all 
people with access to planes. 

- - - 

Scanner Snapshot 

The federal government announced Tuesday it will purchase 44 imaging scanners to scan through 
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travellers' clothing and produce images of concealed objects. 

Here's where other countries stand on the new technology: 

Britain will use the technology, starting with London's Heathrow airport, about three weeks from now. 

The EU wants privacy and health concerns addressed before it will back mass introduction. 

Spain will not allow the scanners without EU agreement. 

Italy's Interior minister says he wants the scanners operating soon in Rome and Milan but must 
overcome EU hesitance. 

Germany will await test results before deciding whether to use the scanners. 

Netherlands announced last week it will start using 15 full-body scanners for all U.S.-bound flights. 

Thailand plans to deploy body scanners at Bangkok's Suvarnabhumi airport. 

Russia has had the scanners for about two years. 

Ghana has purchased one to be installed at the Kotoka airport in Accra. 

The U.S. now uses body scanners at 19 airports and is considering more wide-scale use. 

Nigeria said last week it will use body scanners at its international airports. 

- - - 

To view a video of Tuesday's airport security announcement by John Baird, go to 
ottawacitizen.com/videos 

© Copyright (c) The Ottawa Citizen 
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Strict Quebec children's advertising law focus of study 
 

BY TOM SPEARS, THE OTTAWA CITIZEN JANUARY 6, 2010  
 

 

TV advertisers can pitch junk food to kids in Ontario. In Quebec, the law doesn't allow ads aimed at 
children under 13. 

Does the different rules, an Ottawa researcher wonders, make one set of kids more obese? 

Monique Potvin Kent knows her children's TV. As a PhD candidate at the University of Ottawa's 
Institute of Population Health, she has been watching TV as seen by 600 Ottawa and Gatineau school 
children in her health study. 

She also gets a dose of the current shows at home through her own children, aged four, 10 and 13. 

Now she is trying to find out whether Quebec's laws on advertising directed at children, among the 
world's toughest, pay off in better health. 

Studies linking TV commercials to children's diet have been done in the United States, Britain and 
Australia, "but there's virtually nothing in Canada," she notes. 

Quebec kids are known to eat less junk, and more fruits and vegetables, than Ontario children. The 
Quebec youngsters have lower obesity rates, according to a 2004 Stats Can study. 

And a 1980s McGill University study found that francophone Quebecers buy less sugary cereal than 
anglophones. 

But Quebec youth also watch more TV, and are less physically active, than children in the rest of 
Canada. 

"We've got this really unique policy" in Quebec. "But there hasn't been a lot of research that looks at 
what the effect is of that policy," Kent said. "Does it mean that things are different for kids?" 

The Canadian Institutes of Health Research call her work "the first major study " to examine this 
question. 

Kent started from scratch, lining up 600 Grade 5 and 6 students at 18 elementary schools, half in 
Ottawa and half in Gatineau. She's working under Lise Dubois, a professor with a Canada Research 
Chair in nutrition and population health. 

The young volunteers kept a one-week diary of which TV shows they watched, and for how long; they 
also wrote down what they ate in a typical week. The researchers also measured each child's height 
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and weight. 

The viewing habits don't form a simple Ontario-Quebec split; many anglophone kids in Gatineau are 
watching channels that come from Ontario, bringing Ontario ads. 

Kent taped a week's programming from 32 channels and counted each commercial. 

That's a lot of Hannah Montana, The Suite Life of Zack and Cody, Survivor, Star Académie, and 
Pokémon. 

Kent sees that as a starting point. 

"If you turn on a French station from Quebec, and then an English (Ontario) station, you'll see the 
commercials are different." 

Kent has spent six months going through the numbers and hopes to announce results by next fall, by 
which time she should finally have her PhD in population health. 

In the meantime, she has made one firm discovery -- she hates SpongeBob SquarePants. 

"I just find it really irritating, and I'm not a big fan of shows that encourage children to behave badly." 

© Copyright (c) The Ottawa Citizen 
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If you think you’re sticking it to the city and some of its inept 
councillors by throwing out your green bin or refusing to use it, think again. 

It’s going to cost you your same share of the annual $13-million-plus program whether you fill it to the brim or fill it with 
your garden hose. 

In fact, if too many citizens dig in their heels and don’t participate in the program, it could cost taxpayers far more.  

Truth is, if residents don’t divert more of their garbage away from the landfill, the city won’t have a choice but to try to 
build a new one to house the crap you refuse to compost. 

That would be a near-impossible task. Finding the location would be the most difficult part. As for paying for it, well, the 
green bin looks like a positively thrifty option by comparison. 

So the joke’s on you if you got rid of your green bin.  

But here’s the good news.  

The much-maligned green bin is actually a really good thing — not that the message is getting out.  

It seems the city’s illustrious communications department must once again be on an extended holiday. There’s more 
miscommunication and falsehoods circulating about the lowly green bin than you can shake a (compostable) turkey 
bone at. 

And no one from the city appears to be rushing out to dispel the myths.  

(That’s right. I’m discounting those silly little TV ads featuring hungry green bins. Please.)  

In the interest of helping taxpayers better understand the green bin and why we’re being forced to use it, here it goes. 

So you’ve got a big composter in your backyard, and you don’t see any reason to be charged for a green bin to do the 
same thing. 

Well, your personal composting is great. Keep doing it. You’ll get rich compost for your efforts, while the rest of the 
population is paying $5 a bag at their local nursery. 

But your backyard composter isn’t designed to do the heavy lifting.  

You shouldn’t be putting meat scraps, soiled pizza boxes or wax paper in it.  

The green bin takes all of that and more.  

Why use a green bin when all of that stuff will compost in the landfill anyway? Yes, it will eventually compost, but not 
before another city dump is needed. It’s a slow process. 

The green bin isn’t about optics, and it certainly isn’t about trying to save the planet. But it is being done — in large part 
— to meet provincial regulations for increased diversion. The city doesn’t have a choice. 

Yes, sadly for those who want to rant and rave, the green bin is a good thing.  

How the city got here, the cost of the program, and why the city is doing it now, well, those questions are much harder 

City to blame for green bins' lousy reputation 
By SUSAN SHERRING, CITY HALL BUREAU 

Last Updated: 6th January 2010, 7:28am 
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to answer. 

The program should have been unveiled years earlier, but of course more than one council dillied, dallied and danced 
around the issue. 

Why does the city have a silly little green bin game on its website? You’ll have to figure that out on your own. I was 
going to put in a call to the city’s communications department to find out, but the last question I had about the program 
still hasn’t been answered — even though it was posed in mid-December. 

So I can’t tell you why the city hired a company called High Road Communications, or why I received a silly e-mail 
from a High Road employee saying she wanted to “reach out” to me with a new green bin video — or how much it cost 
the taxpayer. 

Have to wonder how many communication flacks have to be hired to actually get the job done.  
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Ottawa Public Health is hosting 28 H1N1 and seasonal flu vaccine 
clinics this month.  

The clinics begin Wednesday, ahead of the traditional flu season, which usually begins in February. Wednesday’s 
clinics are at Sacred Hearth High School, Jean-Robert-Gauthier Elementary and Brookfield High School. Each is open 
from 3:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.  

For a list of all the clinics, which run until Feb. 10, visit ottawa.ca/health or call 613-580-6744.  

Both vaccines are also available at many local doctors’ offices, community health centres, school campuses and some 
workplaces.  

 
  

Flu clinics open Wednesday  
By DOUG HEMPSTEAD, OTTAWA SUN 

Last Updated: 6th January 2010, 7:36am 
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